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Philadelphia Historical Commission 

1515 Arch Street 

13th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

 

Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission Staff, 

Cliveden supports the recent nomination of 121 Pleasant Street, also known as the Joseph 

Meehan House, to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.  That the modest Mt. Airy 

house survives is a testament to its significance as a symbol of local history and preserving the 

house should be prioritized. 

The recent nomination by the Keeping Society highlights the significance of the house as a 

residence of the Meehan family.  Their horticultural business, Meehan Nurseries, was 

renowned for cultivating plants and making them available to private and commercial clients 

nationally and locally.  As landscape gardening gained popularity and became more accessible 

to middle and working class families, Meehan Nurseries served the community, impacting the 

character of the neighborhoods in Mt. Airy, Germantown and Chestnut Hill as they developed 

in the late 19th and early 20th century.  The tree-lined streets and garden-fronted houses of 

Northwest Philadelphia were made possible by the services and influence of the local nursery.  

We have records that the Chew family bought plants from Meehan Nurseries for the property 

at Cliveden, as did many neighboring families who planted gardens at their homes, small and 

large.  As Cliveden plans to investigate the history of the cultural landscape at 6401 

Germantown Ave in the coming year, this is especially timely and important to our work 

interpreting local history to our neighbors. 

Please prioritize your review of this nomination so it can be placed on the agenda of the 

Designation Committee for the December 2020 meeting.   

Thank you so much for your consideration. 

 

 

Libbie Hawes 

Preservation Director 
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121 Pleasant Street

Jenna Conley <jennarebecca@yahoo.com>
Wed 10/14/2020 12:48 PM
To:  preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

I am writing to request that your office please consider prioritizing your review of a nomination submitted by The
Keeping Society on Monday, October 12th for the property listed at 121 Pleasant St which is also known as the
Joseph Meehan House.

Joseph Meehan was a nationally and locally recognized leader in the worlds of horticulture and landscape gardening.
Plantings that exists across the US today are in large part due to him and his brother Andrew Meehan’s efforts.
Joseph Meehan was a Civil War veteran who was instrumental in the history of Bartram’s Gardens and a staunch
believer of civil rights and education equality. The home he built and died in at 121 Pleasant St with its charming
dormer, bays, and front porch is a significant contributing piece of architecture in East Mount Airy which should be
protected.

As a neighbor and resident, I am asking you to please prioritize your review so that this nomination can go before the
designation committee at the December meeting. I fully support this nomination and feel it is critical that this home be
considered for inclusion on the local register as quickly as possible.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Best,

Jenna and John Conley

123 Pelham Road, Philadelphia PA, 19119

215-684-9476

Jenna Conley
she/her



Fw: Meehan House 121 Pleasant street Mt Airy

preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
Fri 10/30/2020 11:16 AM
To:  Meredith Keller <Meredith.Keller@Phila.gov>

1 attachments (737 KB)
Meehan House Letter 2.jpeg;

From: Kelly D <kdavis1198@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 30, 2020 11:15 AM 
To: preserva�on <preserva�on@Phila.gov> 
Subject: Meehan House 121 Pleasant street Mt Airy
 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

Dear Historic Commission Staff:

Please find attached a letter requesting priority review of the recent submission for the Joseph
Meehan House 121 Pleasant Street in Mt Airy.  Thank you for you attention to this matter and for the
work that you do.

Sincerely,

Kelly Davis
7315 Boyer Street
Philadelphia, PA 19119





Fw: 121 Pleasant St: Joseph Meehan House

preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
Fri 10/16/2020 8:13 AM
To:  Jon Farnham <Jon.Farnham@phila.gov>; Kim Chantry <Kim.Chantry@Phila.gov>; Laura Dipasquale
<Laura.Dipasquale@Phila.gov>; Allyson Mehley <Allyson.Mehley@Phila.gov>; Megan Schmitt <Megan.Schmitt@Phila.gov>

From: Dana Fedeli <nwpresphila@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 15, 2020 3:49 PM 
To: preserva�on <preserva�on@Phila.gov> 
Subject: 121 Pleasant St: Joseph Meehan House
 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

Dear Historic Commission Staff,

I am writing to request that your office please consider prioritizing your review of a nomination
submitted by The Keeping Society on Monday, October 12th for the property listed at 121 Pleasant St
which is also known as the Joseph Meehan House.

Joseph Meehan was a nationally and locally recognized leader in the worlds of horticulture and
landscape gardening. Plantings that exist across Philadelphia and the US today are in large part due to
his and his brother, former City Councilman Andrew Meehan's, extraordinary efforts. Joseph Meehan
was a Civil War veteran who was instrumental in the history of Bartram's Gardens and a staunch
believer of civil rights and education equality. The home he built and died in at 121 Pleasant St with its
charming dormer, bays, and front porch is a significant contributing piece of architecture in East
Mount Airy which should be protected.

As a neighbor and resident, I am asking you to please prioritize your review so that this nomination
can go before the Designation Committee at the December meeting. I fully support this nomination
and feel it is critical that this lovely late 1800s home be considered for inclusion on the local register as
quickly as possible.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Best,
Dana Fedeli









Fw: Please help save this historic home at 121 Pleasant Street

preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
Wed 10/28/2020 2:58 PM
To:  Meredith Keller <Meredith.Keller@Phila.gov>

From: Maureen & Steve <allenpointlane@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 28, 2020 1:06 PM 
To: preserva�on <preserva�on@Phila.gov> 
Subject: Please help save this historic home at 121 Pleasant Street
 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

Dear Historic Commission Staff Members,

I am writing an urgent request to see if there is help that can be garnered by your Commission in the
matter of the former home of Mr. Joseph Meehan of Meehan Nurseries, at 121 Pleasant Street,
Philadelphia, a man who served in the Civil War and proceeded to have a huge horticultural influence in
greater Pennsylvania and beyond.   

This home is in my neighborhood and, as a neighbor, I am desperately hoping this property can be
preserved and be incorporated in the proposed development plan.  As a resident of the area, I am not
opposed to development.  In fact, I understand and support development that fits in to existing
neighborhoods as it can enhance existing properties and bring more vitality to neighborhoods.  However,
destruction of existing historical homes, with such an extensive historical nature attached, does nothing to
preserve that history; in fact, it destroys any physical attachment to that history and literally erases it.  

The neighborhood wants this building protected but I am told it can only be saved if the Commission will
nominate it.  Will you please expeditiously nominate this building on behalf of the neighborhood so that
its' history will remain for future generations?   
I hope this request will help you understand the immediacy of the need to be nominated before another
part of our history is gone forever.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely, Maureen A. Harris



The Historic Meehan House

Quentin S <proko73@gmail.com>
Wed 10/14/2020 12:31 PM
To:  preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

Dear Historic Commission Staff,

I am wri�ng to request that your office please consider priori�zing your review of a nomina�on submi�ed by The 
Keeping Society on Monday, October 12th for the property listed at 121 Pleasant St which is also known as the 
Joseph Meehan House. 

Joseph Meehan was a na�onally and locally recognized leader in the worlds of hor�culture and landscape 
gardening. Plan�ngs that exists across the US today are in large part due to him and his brother Andrew Meehan’s 
efforts. Joseph Meehan was a Civil War veteran who was instrumental in the history of Bartram’s Gardens and a 
staunch believer of civil rights and educa�on equality. The home he built and died in at 121 Pleasant St with its 
charming dormer, bays, and front porch is a significant contribu�ng piece of architecture in East Mount Airy which 
should be protected. 

As a neighbor and resident, I am asking you to please priori�ze your review so that this nomina�on can go before 
the designa�on commi�ee at the December mee�ng. I fully support this nomina�on and feel it is cri�cal that this 
home be considered for inclusion on the local register as quickly as possible.

Thank you in advance for your �me and considera�on.

Best,

Quentin Stoltzfus



Fw: request for nomination- Mt. Airy

preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
Tue 10/27/2020 3:27 PM
To:  Meredith Keller <Meredith.Keller@Phila.gov>

From: Mary Grace Wahl <mgwahl@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 3:17 PM 
To: preserva�on <preserva�on@Phila.gov> 
Subject: request for nomina�on- Mt. Airy
 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

Dear Historic Commission Staff,

I am a Mt Airy resident and highly concerned about a home in my neighborhood, 121 Pleasant St, as it is
endangered. It is the former home of Joseph Meehan from Meehan Nurseries. While residents aren’t opposed to
development, we believe this home should be preserved and incorporated into the plan. As a resident, I want the
Commission to know the neighbors want this building protected but we are told it can only be saved if the
Commission will nominate it. Can you please nominate this building at the request of the neighborhood and help
us save it?

Thank you,

Mary Grace Wahl

7151 Bryan Street, Philadelphia, PA 19119



Fw: 121 PLEASANT ST

preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
Tue 10/27/2020 10:54 AM
To:  Meredith Keller <Meredith.Keller@Phila.gov>

From: Nancy Weissman <weissman.wolff@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 26, 2020 7:04 PM 
To: preserva�on <preserva�on@Phila.gov> 
Subject: 121 PLEASANT ST
 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

Dear Historic Commission Staff,

I am a Mt Airy resident and highly concerned about a home in my neighborhood, 121 Pleasant St, as it
is endangered.  It is the former home of Joseph Meehan from Meehan Nurseries.  While residents
aren't opposed to development, we believe this home should be preserved and incorporated into the
plan.  As a resident, I want the Commission to know that neighbors want this building protected but
we are told it can only be saved if the Commission will nominate it.  Can you please nominate this
building at the request of the neighborhood and help us save it?

Thank you very much,
Nancy Weissman



Fw: 121 Pleasant Street

preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
Tue 10/27/2020 10:53 AM
To:  Meredith Keller <Meredith.Keller@Phila.gov>

From: Wolff, Ned <wolffe@arcadia.edu> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 9:39 AM 
To: preserva�on <preserva�on@Phila.gov> 
Subject: 121 Pleasant Street
 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

Dear Historic Commission Staff,

I am a Mt Airy resident and highly concerned about a home in my neighborhood, 121 Pleasant St, as it
is endangered.  It is the former home of Joseph Meehan from Meehan Nurseries.  While residents
aren't opposed to development, we believe this home should be preserved and incorporated into the
plan.  As a resident, I want the Commission to know that neighbors want this building protected but
we are told it can only be saved if the Commission will nominate it.  Can you please nominate this
building at the request of the neighborhood and help us save it?

Thank you very much,
Edward F Wolff



 

 
 

November 23, 2020 
 
 
Philadelphia Historical Commission  
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor  
Philadelphia, PA 19102  
 
Re: Joseph Meehan House, 121 Pleasant Street 
 
Dear Staff of the Philadelphia Historical Commission: 
 
I am writing to express support for the nomination of the Joseph Meehan House at 121 
Pleasant Street in East Mount Airy to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.  
Horticulture is core to Philadelphia’s story.  At PHS, we are proud to put Philadelphia’s proud 
legacy of horticulture to work every day to advance the health and wellbeing of the Greater 
Philadelphia Region. This is our purpose, and we implement it each day in partnership with 
hundreds of thousands of supporters, members, and volunteers in more than 250 
neighborhoods.   
 
The nurseries operated by Joseph and Thomas Meehan are an important part of Philadelphia’s 
horticultural story.  These nurseries produced and supplied plants that shaped the ornamental 
landscapes of Philadelphia and America during the Victorian era.  Although much of the land 
occupied by these nurseries along Chew Avenue has now been redeveloped for housing, the 
Joseph Meehan House remains as a link to this part of the neighborhood’s past.   
The Joseph Meehan house is one element of Philadelphia’s horticultural legacy. This rich 
network of horticultural assets includes private gardens, public parks, community gardens, and 
commercial spaces all worthy of preservation and care.   
 
Thank you for considering this nomination. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Matt Rader 
President 














