
 

COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION, 17 JUNE 2020 
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

1 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION 
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

 
17 JUNE 2020, 9:30 A.M. 

REMOTE MEETING ON WEBEX 
EMILY COOPERMAN, CHAIR 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
START TIME IN WEBEX RECORDING: 00:00:00 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m. The following Committee members joined 
her:  
  

Committee Member Present Absent Comment 

Emily Cooperman, Ph.D., chair X   

Suzanna Barucco X   

Jeff Cohen, Ph.D. X   

Bruce Laverty X   

Elizabeth Milroy, Ph.D. X   

Douglas Mooney X   

 
* Owing to public health concerns surrounding the COVID-19 virus, all Committee members, 
staff, and public attendees participated in the meeting remotely via Cisco Webex video and 
audio conferencing software.  
 
The following staff members were present: 
 Jonathan Farnham, Executive Director 

Kim Chantry, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Laura DiPasquale, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Shannon Garrison, Historic Preservation Planner I 
Meredith Keller, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Allyson Mehley, Historic Preservation Planner II  
Leonard Reuter, Esq., Law Department 
Megan Schmitt, Historic Preservation Planner II 

 
The following persons attended the online meeting: 

Bob Malin 
Jay Farrell 
Matt Taylor 
Susan Wetherill 
Michael Stepnowski 
Kevin Boyle 
Nancy Pontone 
Steve Spross 
Raquel Guzman 
J.M. Duffin 
Paul Steinke 
Robert Schwarz 
Tim Shaaban 
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Ted Rauch 
Kimberly La Porte 
Regina Stepnowski 
Ryan Furlong 
Oscar Beisert 
Ben Leech 
Patrick Grossi 
Nick Foreman 
Mary Spross 
Ryan Boland 
Gabriel Barbaro 
Amy Lambert 
Marlene Schleifer 
Steven Peitzman 
Celeste Morello 
Christopher Strom 
David Traub 
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Chestnut Street satisfies Criteria for Designation D, E, and J, and that the period of significance 
should be revised to extend from 1923 to 2020. 

 

ITEM: 1810 Chestnut St 
MOTION: Designate, D, E, and J; period of significance 1923 to 2020 
MOVED BY: Cohen 
SECONDED BY: Milroy 

VOTE 

Committee Member Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent 

Emily Cooperman, chair X     

Suzanna Barucco X     

Jeff Cohen X     

Bruce Laverty X     

Elizabeth Milroy X     

Douglas Mooney X     

Total 6     

 

ADDRESS: 4649 UMBRIA ST 
Name of Resource: Levering Smick Arbuckle House 
Proposed Action: Designation   
Property Owner: Umbria Commons LLC 
Nominator: Ridge Park Civic Association  
Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov 
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the property at 4649 Umbria Street and list it 
on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The nomination contends that the property 
satisfies Criterion for Designation J. Under Criterion J, the nomination argues that the building 
and the original land associated with it preceded the neighborhood’s development, and that 
several prominent owners over the course of a century contributed significantly to the 
neighborhood’s growth and its current appearance. 
 
This property is slated for redevelopment. The property owner plans to demolish the building 
and construct a multi-family residential building. The property owner began seeking permits for 
the project prior to the submission of the nomination or issuance of the notice to the property 
owner announced the consideration of the nomination. However, the timeline of permit 
applications is unclear at this time, but will be clarified before the July meeting of the Historical 
Commission. 
 
Section 14-1005(6)(f) of the preservation ordinance governs the Historical Commission’s 
jurisdiction during the consideration of a designation. The provision prohibits the Department of 
Licenses & Inspections from issuing any building permit for any property being considered for 
designation “where the building permit application is filed on or after the date that notices of 
proposed designation have been mailed” unless the Historical Commission approves the 
building permit application or fails to complete its designation process within 90 days. The 
notices were mailed on 15 May 2020.  
 
The question in this case is whether a building permit application vesting rights in the project 
was “filed” with the Department of Licenses & Inspections prior to 15 May 2020. If it was, then 
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the Department may issue the permit without the Historical Commission’s review and the project 
may proceed regardless of any designation. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the 
property at 4649 Umbria Street satisfies Criterion for Designation J, but it also recommends that 
the Historical Commission defer designating the property if it determines that a permit 
application for the new construction was filed prior to the issuance of the notice letters. 
 
START TIME IN WEBEX RECORDING: 00:28:40 
 

PRESENTERS:  

 Ms. Keller presented the nomination to the Committee on Historic Designation. 

 Attorney Ryan Boland represented the property owner. 

 Mary Schleifer and Oscar Beisert represented the nomination.  
 

DISCUSSION: 

 Ms. Cooperman stated that it is beyond the Committee’s purview to make any 
determinations related to the filing of permits. She asked that the Committee proceed 
with its review of the merits of the nomination, noting that the outstanding questions 
will be answered prior to the Historical Commission meeting. 

 Mr. Boland stated that he has no comment on the merits of the nomination and is 
attending the meeting as an observer. 

 Mr. Beisert commented that there is evidence that the building may have been 
present on the site since the eighteenth century, adding that he is positive the 
building was constructed by descendants of the Levering family. He noted that the 
history includes occupancy by George W. Smick prior to the development of the 
Mount Vernon neighborhood and the building represents the initial subdivision of 
what is now a dense, urban neighborhood. He then remarked that the house was 
subsequently purchased by a significant mill owner, the Arbuckles, during a 
significant chapter in Manayunk’s history. 

 Ms. Schleifer, president of the Ridge Park Civic Association, stated that she is 
hoping to extend beyond the Ridge Avenue Roxborough Thematic District to 
nominate buildings, such as 4649 Umbria Street, which are significant to the 
neighborhood’s history. She asked the Historical Commission to designate the 
property because of its connection to the mill owners and farmland that preceded the 
neighborhood’s development, as well as its significance to Roxborough-Manayunk. 

 Mr. Farnham stated that the staff received numerous letters of support for the 
nomination and noted that those letters had been provided to the Committee and are 
available on the Historical Commission’s website. 

 Mr. Cohen contended that the property is key to the area, is intact, and is significant 
to the development of the neighborhood. He further commented that the property 
creates ties between key themes, such as farmland and mills to development and 
the Levering family. He added that the property’s history is well-documented in the 
nomination. 

o Ms. Barucco agreed, adding that the nomination clearly presents the area’s 
history and remarked that the building is significant to the community.  

 Mr. Mooney asked the Committee to consider Criterion I for archaeological potential, 
since the property holds one of the oldest continually occupied buildings in 
Manayunk. He explained that the potential for artifact deposits and features 
associated with these prominent families and the neighborhood’s history is high, 
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adding that the property is situated in a part of Manayunk that is not well 
documented.  

 Ms. Milroy and Mr. Laverty concurred with the other Committee members. 

 Ms. Cooperman also agreed, stating that estate houses, known as the park houses 
along the Schuylkill, existed upstream as well, and arguing that this property 
contributes to that designation. She argued that there are many layers of 
significance, including the property’s association to the development of Manayunk. 

 Mr. Farnham asked the Committee to give Mr. Boland the opportunity to comment on 
the potential addition of Criterion I. 

o Mr. Boland stated that he has no further comments, adding that he will 
contact Mr. Reuter to try to resolve some procedural issues. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 Neighbor Mary Spross supported the nomination, claiming that the property at 4649 
Umbria Street served as a model for the nineteenth-century houses that were 
constructed around it. She noted that the building was used as a speakeasy during 
prohibition. 

 Near neighbor Bob Malin supported the nomination, asking the Committee to 
recommend in favor of designation, owing to the building’s long history and 
association with Levering, Smick, and Arbuckle. 

 
COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS: 
The Committee on Historic Designation concluded that: 

 Owing to its history as one of the oldest continually occupied buildings in Manayunk, 
the property has high potential for artifact deposits, satisfying Criterion I. 

 The building and several prominent inhabitants over the course of a century 
contributed significantly to the neighborhood’s growth and its current appearance, 
satisfying Criterion J. 

 
COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION RECOMMENDATION: The Committee on Historic 
Designation voted to recommend that the nomination demonstrates that the property at 4649 
Umbria Street satisfies Criteria for Designation I and J. 

 

ITEM: 4649 Umbria St 
MOTION: Designate, I and J 
MOVED BY: Milroy 
SECONDED BY: Laverty 

VOTE 

Committee Member Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent 

Emily Cooperman, chair X     

Suzanna Barucco X     

Jeff Cohen X     

Bruce Laverty X     

Elizabeth Milroy X     

Douglas Mooney X     

Total 6     

 
  



ADDRESS: 4649 UMBRIA ST 
Name of Resource: Levering Smick Arbuckle House 
Proposed Action: Designation   
Property Owner: Umbria Commons LLC 
Nominator: Ridge Park Civic Association  
Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov 

 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the property at 4649 Umbria Street and list it 
on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The nomination contends that the property 
satisfies Criterion for Designation J. Under Criterion J, the nomination argues that the building 
and the original land associated with it preceded the neighborhood’s development, and that 
several prominent owners over the course of a century contributed significantly to the 
neighborhood’s growth and its current appearance. 
 
This property is slated for redevelopment. The property owner plans to demolish the building 
and construct a multi-family residential building. The property owner began seeking permits for 
the project prior to the submission of the nomination or issuance of the notice to the property 
owner announced the consideration of the nomination.  
 
Section 14-1005(6)(f) of the preservation ordinance governs the Historical Commission’s 
jurisdiction during the consideration of a designation. The provision prohibits the Department of 
Licenses & Inspections from issuing any building permit for any property being considered for 
designation “where the building permit application is filed on or after the date that notices of 
proposed designation have been mailed” unless the Historical Commission approves the 
building permit application or fails to complete its designation process within 90 days. 
 
The question in this case is whether a building and demolition permit applications were “filed” 
with the Department of Licenses & Inspections prior to the mailing of the notice letters. If they 
were, then the Department may issue the permit without the Historical Commission’s review and 
the project may proceed regardless of any designation. 
 
The Department of Licenses & Inspections issued a zoning permit (1033928) on 5 March 2020 
for the complete demolition of an existing structure and for the erection of a detached building 
for use as multi-family household living with 30 units. A building permit application for the new 
construction (1055503) was submitted to the Department of Licenses & Inspections on paper on 
5 March 2020. Owing to the COVID shutdown, it was superseded by a new eCLIPSE electronic 
building permit application for the new construction (CP-2020-000875) on 15 April 2020. A 
demolition permit application for complete demolition (DP-2020-000377) was submitted in 
eCLIPSE to the Department of Licenses & Inspections on 29 April 2020. 
 
The Historical Commission closed its office owing to the COVID pandemic on 18 March 2020 
and cancelled its April Historical Commission meeting and March and April Committee on 
Historic Designation and Architectural Committee meetings. The Historical Commission 
announced that it would begin holding remote public meetings on 1 May 2020 and held its first 
public meeting, a Historical Commission meeting, on 8 May 2020. The Historical Commission 
was unable to issue notice letters announcing the considerations of designations between 18 
March and 1 May 2020, owing to the shutdown and the inability to schedule public meetings. 
 
The nomination was received by the Historical Commission on 13 April 2020. The notice letters 
announcing the consideration of the designation were sent on 15 May 2020. 



 
The executive director and attorney for the Historical Commission met with the deputy director 
in charge of permitting at the Department of Licenses & Inspections to verify the permitting 
timeline. The new construction and demolition permit applications were filed with the 
Department of Licenses & Inspections on 15 and 29 April 2020, prior to the mailing of the notice 
letters on 15 May 2020. Therefore, the Department of Licenses & Inspections determined that it 
was not obligated to refer the permit applications to the Historical Commission for its review. 
The permit applications are currently under review at the Department of Licenses & Inspections 
and may be issued without the Historical Commission’s approval. 
 
The Committee on Historic Designation reviewed the nomination and recommended that the 
property at 4649 Umbria Street satisfies Criterion for Designation J, as the nomination argues, 
and also satisfies Criterion I, the archaeology criterion, which is not mentioned in the 
nomination. It should be noted that the new construction permit application, which is not subject 
to the Historical Commission’s review, proposes significant site work that may disturb 
archaeological artifacts. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the Historical Commission decline to 
designate the property because permit applications for the demolition of the existing structure 
and new construction were filed prior to the mailing of the notice letters. 

 

 
 



 
 

1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address) 

  Street address:  4649 Umbria Street 

  Postal code:   19127   

  

 
 2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 

  Historic Name:  The Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House 

  Current/Common: Unknown 

 

 
3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 

   Building   Structure   Site   Object 

 

 
4. PROPERTY INFORMATION 

  Condition:  excellent  good  fair   poor  ruins 

  Occupancy:  occupied  vacant  under construction   unknown 

  Current use:  Apartment House 

  

  

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please attach a narrative description and site/plot plan of the resource’s boundaries. 

  

 
6. DESCRIPTION  

Please attach a narrative description and photographs of the resource’s physical appearance, site, setting, 

and surroundings.  

 

 
7. SIGNIFICANCE  

Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource satisfies. 

Period of Significance (from year to year): from c1770 to 1867. 

  Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: Built before 1770; Enlarged in the Mid-19th Century 

  Architect, engineer, and/or designer: Unknown 

  Builder, contractor, and/or artisan: Unknown 

  Original owner: Benjamin Levering; George Washington Smick (1778-1857) 

 Other significant persons: Daniel T. Arbuckle (1813-1891)  

 

 

 

 

 



CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION: 

The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply): 
 (a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 

characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person 
significant in the past; or, 

 (b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation; 
or, 

 (c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or, 
 (d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or, 
 (e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work 

has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of 
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or, 

 (f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant 
innovation; or, 

 (g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved 
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or, 

 (h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and 
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or, 

 (i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or 
 (j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community. 

 

 
8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

  Please attach a bibliography. 

 

 
9. NOMINATOR: RIDGE PARK CIVIC ASSOCIATION  DATE: 6 APRIL 2020 

  

Author: Oscar Beisert, Architectural Historian Email: keeper@keepingphiladelphia.org 
 
Org. Contact: Marlene G. Schleifer, President Email: ridgeparkcivic@gmail.com 

  
Street Address: PO Box 35066   Telephone: 216.482.2402 
 

 City, State, and Postal Code: Philadelphia, PA 19128 
  

Nominator  is  is not the property owner. 
 

PHC USE ONLY 

Date of Receipt:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 Correct-Complete  Incorrect-Incomplete  Date:_________________________________ 

Date of Notice Issuance:_________________________________________________________________ 

Property Owner at Time of Notice: 

 Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 City:_______________________________________ State:____ Postal Code:_________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:____________________________________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:______________________________________________ 

Date of Final Action:__________________________________________________________ 

  Designated   Rejected             12/7/18 

April 13, 2020 

May 15, 2020 

May 15, 220 

Speakeazy Partners 

PO Box 29123 

19127 PA Philadelphia 
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Kim Chantry
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Philadelphia Register of Historic Places Nomination  

The Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House, c.1770-1843 

4649 Umbria Street, Mount Vernon, Manayunk, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 

 

NOMINATION 
FOR THE 

PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
 

Figure 1. Top: A 1931 aerial photograph showing the subject property circled in black. Source: Dallin Aerial Surveys, 

Hagley Library. Figure 2. Bottom: A contemporary aerial photograph showing the subject property circled in black. 

Source: Pictometry, City of Philadelphia. 

The Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House 
– 

Erected c1770-1843 

– 
4649 Umbria Street 

Mount Vernon 

Manayunk 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19127 
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Figure 3. The boundary of the subject property is articulated in blue. Source: Atlas, City of Philadelphia. 

5. Boundary Description 
The boundary for the subject property is as follows: 
 

BEGINNING at a point on the Northeasterly side of Umbria Street at the distance of fifty four feet 

seven inches Southeastwardly on a line parallel with said Hermitage Street one hundred feet three 

and one-half inches to ground of Peter Ferguson; thence Southeastwardly along said Ferguson's 

ground thirty five feet five inches to a point, thence North fifty nine degrees six minutes East two 

hundred forty three feet and one-half of an inch to a point, thence South thirty degrees fifty six 

minutes East sixty four feet five and three-eighths inches to a point, thence South sixty three 

degrees thirty one minutes West three hundred twenty six feet two and three-quarter inches to a 

point on the said Northeasterly side of Umbria Street, and thence along the same North thirty 

degrees fifty five minutes West seventy five feet five inches to the place of beginning. 
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Figure 4. The northeast side of Umbria Street in what was historically the Mount Vernon section of Manayunk. Source: 

Oscar Beisert, 2020. 

6. Physical Description 
Referred to in this nomination as the Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House, the three-story stone 

building at 4649 Umbria Street is an unusual surviving detached dwelling in what was historically 

the Mount Vernon section of the Manayunk neighborhood in Philadelphia. Built prior to 1770 and 

likely substantially enlarged in the mid-19
th

 century, this large house, once occupied by a 

prominent mill owner, is set back slightly from the street, speaking to its early position as one of 

the only buildings on the now dense northeast side of Umbria Street. 
 

Figure 5. Left: Looking south at the primary (north) elevation of the subject property. Figure 6. Right: Looking north at 

the rear (south) elevation of the subject property. Source: Pictometry, Atlas, City of Philadelphia, 2019. 
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Figure 7.  The primary (southwest) elevation of the Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House. Source: Oscar Beisert, 2020. 

While the building may or may not have started as a two or two-and-one-half-story structure, 

earlier in the nineteenth century, the Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House contains both the larger 

main block and two rear ells. The main block stands three full stories in a square form with two 

communicating ells at the rear. Each component of the structure features a low-slung hipped roof. 

The primary (southwest) elevation is five bays in width, which is also present on the raised 

basement, which is clad in smooth marble, though the small windows have been infilled. The first 

floor features a central entrance, which is accessed by steps at each side. The entrance is flanked by 

two windows on each side. The same fenestration is repeated symmetrically in windows above. 

Most of the windows have been replaced though they appear to retain their original opening size, as 

well as their early architraves and sills. 
 

Figure 8. Left: The marble basecourse and facing at the basement level, as well as the infilled windows therein. This 

view also shows the marble threshold on left at the base of the primary entrance. Figure 9. Right: The stone foundation 

at the side (southeast) elevation, also showing an infilled basement window. Source: Oscar Beisert, 2020.
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Figure 10. Top: The side (southeast) elevation of the Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House, showing both the main block on 

left and elevations of the rear ells at center and on right. Figure 11. Bottom: The rear ells of the Levering-Smick-Arbuckle 

House. Source: Oscar Beisert, 2020. 

Both side elevations of the main block are similar featuring single windows per floor at each end 

due to what was likely a chimney stack at the center of each side masonry wall. While the 

windows have been replaced, the original opening size and the architraves and sills appear to be 

extant. Appending the main block, two two-story rear ells are present—south and north, featuring 

irregular fenestrations unlike the primary (southwest) elevation of the main block. An early side 

entrance is present where the south ell connects to the main block featuring an original paneled 

wooden door. Other doorways and/or larger windows have been reconfigured over time. Steps and 

a porch run between the two ells at the rear of the building, where an original balustrade is present 

with turned balusters. The north ell features a similar fenestration. An oriel window projects from 

the rear wall of the main block above the south ell. At least one stone retaining wall is present near 

the rear of the building. Appending the southeast wall of the main block and the south ell is a 

driveway that leads to a long narrow lot, which extends behind the residences facing onto adjacent 

streets, creating a court, which is devoted to parking.  
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Figure 12. Partition of Benjamin Levering’s Land, 29 October 1770, Philadelphia Orphan’s Court Docket, Vol. 9, p. 

171. with what appears to be the subject house circled in black and shown in detail on right. Source: City Archives of 

Philadelphia. 

7. Statement of Significance   
The Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House at 4649 Umbria Street is a significant historic resource that 

merits designation by the Philadelphia Historical Commission and inclusion on the Philadelphia 

Register of Historic Places. The building satisfies Criterion for Designation J of Section 14–1004 

of the Philadelphia Code. 

 

(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, or historical heritage of the community. 

 

The period of significance is from c1770 when a house appears at the site of the subject property, 

then owned by the descendants of Benjamin Levering, through 1843 when the subject house 

appears on a local atlas or plan, then under the ownership of George W. Smick, through 1859, 

when the Arbuckle family buys the house, ending finally when they sold the house in 1867. 

 

 
Figure 13. Detail of the Plan of a tract of land in Roxborough in the 21st Ward of the City of Philadelphia, the estate of 

George W. Smick dec'd. to be sold at public sale without any reserve on the premises on Thursday Dec'r. 16th 1858 at 

12 o'clock precisely by order of the heirs...James A. Freeman, Auct'r. 422 Walnut St. Philada., 1858. Source: Greater 

Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 
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Figure 14. The Levering family properties in Manayunk and Roxborough, as configured in 1777 with the Levering-

Smick-Arbuckle House circled in black. Source: Duffin, J.M. Mapping West Philadelphia, Landowners in October 

1777, updated 4 November 2019. 

Criterion J 

Representative of the historical heritage of the neighborhood’s initial period of development, as 

well as the economic and social history of the people that founded and formed the community, the 

Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House is one of the few surviving residential properties dating to the early 

development of the Levering family lands, as well as the foundational period of the “Mount Vernon” 

neighborhood through the subdivision of the George W. Smick Estate in the Township of 

Roxborough and, later, the Borough of Manayunk. This 177- to 200+-year old dwelling speaks to 

both the colonial origins and the later industrial history of the area. Several subdivisions, including 

the  “Plan of Mount Vernon”, was developed on part of a 200-acre tract that Wigard Levering 

(c1648-c1744-45
1
), the German-born settler, purchased from William Penn in 1692, after arriving 

at Philadelphia seven years earlier.
2 Progenitor of the Philadelphia Leverings, his lands were 

subdivided throughout the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries among his heirs, their heirs, 

their heirs’ heirs, and so forth. However, while the initial macro subdivisions of the larger acreage 

into 20- to 40-acre tracts had occurred over time, the physical landscape that Wigard Levering 

                                                      
1 1843 Philadelphia County Atlas by Charles Ellet, Jr. Source: Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 
2 Jones, Horatio Gates. The Levering Family, Or, A Genealogical Account of Wigard Levering and Gerhard Levering: 

Two of... (Philadelphia: King & Baird, 1858), 17. 
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knew had not undergone its primary period of residential development by the second quarter of the 

nineteenth century. However, on the 1770 Partition Plan of Benjamin Levering’s (1723-1763) 

Land, a house appears on the detail of the partition located approximately at the site of the subject 

property, representing an early phase of development when the descendants of Wigard Levering 

were building houses that deviated from those located on the Ridge Avenue frontage. As the 

nineteenth century approached its mid-point, the tract historically associated with the subject 

property, along with its neighboring tracts, was slowly evolving from its agrarian origins to the 

beginnings of an urban village that would eventually contain dense rows of houses for industrial 

laborers, reflecting the broader development patterns of many early towns and villages in 

Philadelphia County that eventually necessitated consolidation in 1854. Poised on rising ground 

between Manayunk and Roxborough, the subject property, shown on a map of the area in 1843, is 

representative of the period in which the Mount Vernon neighborhood was developed, standing, in 

its early days, on open, undeveloped Levering land and likely home to a descendant of Wigard 

Levering, only later to be hemmed in by a subdivision that led to dense development that continues 

to define so much of the local built environment today. 
 

 
Figure 15. Detail showing Roxborough Township between the Schuylkill River and Wissahickon Creek with the 

Wissahiccon or Ridge Road, from Scull & Heap, Map of Philadelphia and Parts Adjacent, c. 1750. Source: Chantry, 

Kim. Philadelphia Register of Historic Places Nomination: Ridge Avenue Historic District. (Philadelphia: Philadelphia 

Historical Commission, 2018). 

In the eighteenth century, much of the land that comprises this section of Manayunk, including, 

most importantly, Mount Vernon, from the Schuylkill River to Washington Street (formerly, Block 

Road, now Umbria Street), and thence to Ridge Avenue was owned by Wigard Levering, being 

passed on to his descendants.
3 A legacy memorialized in Leverington Avenue, Wigard Street, etc., 

the Leverings are one of the local founding families, significant to the establishment and growth of 

both Manayunk and Roxborough. Their stronghold endured long enough to represent not only the 

early history, but also the period in which these primitive origins evolved into a substantial 

                                                      
3 The Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House is located on Umbria Street, which was formerly known as Washington Street, 

and will henceforth, in this nomination, be referred to as Washington Street, as it was named during most of the period 

of significance. 
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community of diverse and varying physical characteristics. By the mid-nineteenth century, the 

humble environs of Ridge Avenue had developed into a small-town-like center, while what some 

sources called Washington Street in Mount Vernon was only partly developed on the riverside, as it 

was a growing industrial community. Local lore tells us that the thoroughfare known as 

Washington Street, later Umbria, was originally known as Block Street, presumably providing 

egress to the area known as “The Blocks” a neighborhood north of the Levering-Smick-Arbuckle 

House, a name supposedly directed from the early Swedish settlers and their block or frame 

houses.
4
 In close proximity to the Schuylkill River, the Manayunk Canal, the various mills, and the 

Philadelphia & Norristown Railroad right-of-way, Mount Vernon and its principal thoroughfare, 

Washington Street, were both products of the Levering family’s decision to both develop and 

release their holdings from the waterfront to the ridge, effecting the formation of several 

communities and development landscapes. 

 

 
Figure 16. 1843 Philadelphia County Atlas by Charles Ellet, Jr., showing the Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House circled in 

black.Source: Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 

Grandson of Wigard Levering and son of William Levering (1679-c1745-46), Benjamin Levering 
died at an early age. Following the custom of the time, he left his wife, Elizabeth (Jones) 
Levering, a life estate at his residence on Ridge Avenue.

5
 Apart from this, Benjamin Levering 

                                                      
4 Collo, Deborah Cel. Roxborough. (Arcadia Publishing, 2011), 17. 
5 Jones, Horatio Gates. The Levering Family; Or, a Genealogical Account of Wigard Levering and Gerhard Levering: 

Two of the Pioneer Settlers of Roxborough Township, Philadelphia County (Pennsylvania), and Their Descendants and 

an Appendix Containing Brief Sketches of Roxborough and Manayunk. (Philadelphia: King & Baird, 1858), 43.; and 

Ancestry.com.  
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bequeathed all his real estate to his surviving, but married children: Rachel Levering (1749-1829), 
who married Lewis Smick; Katharine Levering (1750-1814), who married Daniel Sands (1749-
1800); and Benjamin Levering, II (1753-1846), who married Abigail Levering. The subject 
property was part of a larger 40-acre tract that the Estate of Benjamin Levering deeded to Daniel 
and Katherine (Levering) Sands in 1770, where they started their family of what was eventually 
become eight children.

6 Nevertheless, the subject 40-acre tract was conveyed to Lewis and 
Catherine (Levering) Smick on March 1, 1778. Aside from a small component part on the 
Schuylkill River, southwest of Washington Street, the Smicks retained ownership of the 40-acre 
tract until the death of Lewis Smick in 1816, at which time the 40-acre tract was conveyed to their 
son, George Washington Smick (1778-1857). Founder of the “first flour mill in Manayunk” in 
partnership with Samuel Gorgas as Smick & Gorgas, George W. Smick was likely one of the 
masterminds behind the laying out and planning of the Mount Vernon neighborhood, as it no doubt 
happened during his period of ownership. The development of Mount Vernon was clearly coming 
along by 1843, when the Controllers of the local education system rented what would become 
known as “The Block School” from George W. Smick. The building was described by the 
Controllers as a two-story rough-cast stone building, partly of wood construction, on the northeast 
side of Block Road (later Washington, now Umbria) at the northwest corner of Jefferson Street. 
With the ongoing development, the Controllers purchased the Block School in 1849, paying annual 
ground rents to the Smick and his heirs through 1913. After purchasing the school, the Controllers 
invested roughly $1,350 in renovations to the building. Changing its name from the Block School 
to the Schuylkill School, the newly renovated building opened in 1850—it was demolished in 1870 
for a “modern” school building.

7 Despite this development, the Block School and the subject 
property were among the very few on the northeast side of Washington Street in the 1840s and 
1850s, Smick’s 40-acre tract remaining largely undeveloped.

8
 

 

                                                      
6 Also in 1770, the Estate of Benjamin Levering also conveyed 37-acres to the northwest of the subject 40-acre tract to 

Lewis and Rachel (Levering) Smick, and a 53-acre tract to the southeast of the subject 40-acre tract to Benjamin 

Levering, Jr. Source: Deed: Estate of George W. Smick to Horatio Gates Jones, attorney-at-law, 16 June 1859, 

Philadelphia Deed Book A.D.B., No. 78, 114. 

 
7 Edmunds, Franklin Davenport. The Public School Buildings of the City of Philadelphia from 1845 to 1852. 

(Philadelphia: 1915), 77. 
8 Plan of the Borough of Manayunk as surveyed by John Levering. Published by M. Dripps, Pleasant St. below 13th 

St., Philadelphia, 1848. Source: Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 
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Figure 17. Plan of the Borough of Manayunk as surveyed by John Levering. Published by M. Dripps, Pleasant St. below 

13th St., Philadelphia, 1848. Source: Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 

As shown above, the Plan of Mount Vernon appears to have been commissioned at some point 
between 1816 and 1843, and was likely, at least partly, the work of George W. Smick.

9 A small 
section of the 40-acre tract between Washington Street and the Philadelphia & Norristown 
Railroad right-of-way below what was then known as Jefferson Street had clearly been subject to 
the plan, which had been implemented with subdivision, sale, and construction. The various new 
owners, some of whom are identified on Figures 15 and 16, paid ground rent to Smick.

10
 

 

                                                      
9 Deed: Estate of George W. Smick to Horatio Gates Jones, attorney-at-law, 16 June 1859, Philadelphia Deed Book 

A.D.B., No. 78, 114. 
10 Deed: Estate of George W. Smick to Horatio Gates Jones, attorney-at-law, 16 June 1859, Philadelphia Deed Book 

A.D.B., No. 78, 114. 
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Figure 18.A detail of the Plan of the Borough of Manayunk, showing the area of Mount Vernon owned by George 

W.Smick with the subject property circled in black, as surveyed by John Levering. Published by M. Dripps, Pleasant 

St. below 13th St., Philadelphia, 1848. Source: Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 

 

 



Philadelphia Register of Historic Places Nomination  

The Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House, c.1770-1843 

4649 Umbria Street, Mount Vernon, Manayunk, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 

 

 
Figure 19. Auction Notice for the 40-acre tract as subdivided and sold by James Freeman for the Estate of George 

W.Smick. Source: Public Ledger, 4 December 1858, 4. 

Like some of the Levering descendants such as George Washington Smick, the nomenclature of 
the neighborhood memorialized the founding fathers and at least one of their plantations: 
Washington Street for George Washington and his beloved Mount Vernon, the name of the 
neighborhood; Monroe Street for James Monroe; and Jefferson Street for Thomas Jefferson, and, 
oddly enough, another more recent (at that time) president, Jackson Street for Andrew Jackson and 
his plantation: The Hermitage—oddly enough the only name to have been preserved.

11
  Local 

names, such as Lea, Ogle, and Smick, were also used early-on, among others that replaced the 
names of the founding fathers. 

 

While only some new buildings would appear between the 1843, 1848, and 1858 surveys of 

                                                      
11 Plan of the Borough of Manayunk as surveyed by John Levering. Published by M. Dripps, Pleasant St. below 13th 

St., Philadelphia, 1848. Source: Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 
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Manayunk and, specifically, Mount Vernon, the death of George W. Smick in 1857 would 

necessitate the further subdivision of the 40-acre tract, as illustrated in Figures 19 and 20.
12 Dying 

unmarried and without issue, Smick’s heirs would include his 11 nieces and nephews: Samuel 

Knightlinger; Jesse Castner, Jr.; Elizabeth Nightlinger, wife of Adam Stull; Susan Nightlinger, wife 

of William Gilbert; John W. Smick; Mary Ann Smick, wife of John McHay, Jr.; Lewis Smick; Rachel 

Smick, the wife of John Slough; Sarah Smick, wife of Ethelbert A. Lobb, and Henry Naylor. His 

heirs also included 8 grand nieces and nephews, including Susan, wife of George W. Ash; Mary, 

wife of John Piper; Adam Nightlinger; Elizabeth Mervine, wife of Thomas Belville; Sarah 

Nightlinger; Catherine, wife of John McCorkhill.
13

 

Figure 20.  Top: Plan of a tract of land in Roxborough in the 21st Ward of the City of Philadelphia, the estate of George 

W. Smick dec'd. to be sold at public sale without any reserve on the premises on Thursday Dec'r. 16th 1858 at 12 

o'clock precisely by order of the heirs...James A. Freeman, Auct'r. 422 Walnut St. Philada., 1858. Figure 21. Bottom: 

Detail of Figure 20, showing the subject property and a large portion of the subdivision. Source: Greater Philadelphia 

GeoHistory Network.

                                                      
12 Plan of a tract of land in Roxborough in the 21st Ward of the City of Philadelphia, the estate of George W. Smick 

dec'd. to be sold at public sale without any reserve on the premises on Thursday Dec'r. 16th 1858 at 12 o'clock precisely 

by order of the heirs...James A. Freeman, Auct'r. 422 Walnut St. Philada., 1858. 
13 Deed: Estate of George W. Smick to Horatio Gates Jones, attorney-at-law, 16 June 1859, Philadelphia Deed Book 

A.D.B., No. 78, 114. 
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The Committee of the Estate of George W. Smick included Charles Thomas Jones of Philadelphia, 
who managed certain aspects of the committee and the estate. Smick’s 40-acre tract was 

subdivided, as shown above in the Plan illustrated in Figures 20 and 21. The subject property was 
located on Lot 15, which has been circled in black. This plan also shows that the subject property 
was extant on the block with one additional building. On June 16, 1859, the Estate of George W. 

Smick conveyed the subject property to Horatio Gates Jones, Jr. (1822-1893), a businessman, 

historian, politician, and prolific writer, as well as a Levering descendant.12 On the same day, Jones 

sold the subject property to Samuel John Arbuckle (1845-1916), the oldest son of Daniel T. 
Arbuckle, who will be described below.

14
  

 

Figure 22.  Left: Daniel Arbuckle. Figure 23. Right: Mary (Simpson) Arbuckle. Source: Doug Arbuckle. 

Just before the Civil War began, the subject property appears to have become the home of Daniel 

T. and Mary (Simpson) Arbuckle, and their family. “Daniel Arbuckle” is listed on “Washington 
Street” in 1861, and, specifically, at “4649 Washington” as early as 1864.

15
  

 

Daniel T. Arbuckle (1813-1891) 

Born in what was the Borough of Frankford in Philadelphia to Daniel Arbuckle (c1769-70-1859) 
and Ester/Esther Miller (1776-1844), Daniel T. Arbuckle was a significant manufacturer, mill 

owner, and employer in Manayunk during the mid-19th century. Arbuckle owned what was, by 

1850, the largest producer of mixed-goods in Manayunk, generating 350,000 pounds of spun 
cotton on average per year. His product, primarily spun cotton, was used for carpets, fabrics, etc. 

One of five such spinning mills in Manayunk, the other four produced a combined 600,000 pounds 

                                                      
14 Deed: Horatio Gates Jones, Jr., Roxborough Township, attorney-at-law, and Caroline B., his wife, to Samuel 

Arbuckle, 16 June 1859, Philadelphia Deed Book A.D.B., No. 78, 118. 
15 Map of the Vicinity of Philadelphia, From Actual Surveys, 1861, Plate 4-B: Southeast Suburbs. Source: Greater 

Philadelphia GeoHistory Network.; Philadelphia City Directory, 1862.; and Philadelphia City Directory, 1864. 
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per annum.
16 During Arbuckle’s manufacturing eminence, the larger realm of textile 

manufacturing at Manayunk included 24 textile firms, which employed roughly 1,966 workers 
(940 females and 1,026 males), and produced a total product value of $1.6 million.

17 All of the 
firms were powered by water or stream, and there were no documented handlooms operating in 
the area. This represented the eminence of the factory or mill system and its dominance of an 
industry that had once been the territory of small producers.

18 That said, the yarn used by these 
firms was likely supplied by small, local producers. The factory or mill system enabled 
manufacturers like Arbuckle to own and operate a mill that led to a substantial profit, making him 
a capitalist through and through. In fact, in 1850 alone, Arbuckle purchased $90,000 of woolen 
yarn, accounting for one-third of Manayunk’s total output.

19
 He also added looms to his 1850 mill, 

increasing the firm’s abilities to “weave a million yards of cassimeres” per year by 1860 in his 
enlarged facilities.

20 One sign of this was his ability to move from Main Street uphill to Mount 
Vernon, where he occupied what appears to have been the largest house, the subject property, in 
the neighborhood. 

 
Figure 24.  Map of the Vicinity of Philadelphia, From Actual Surveys, 1861, Plate 4-B: Southeast Suburbs, showing the 

Levering-Smick-Arbuckle House, labeled “D. Arbuckle”. Source: Greater Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 

Daniel T. and Mary Simpson (Magargle) Arbuckle appear to have lived in the subject house from 

approximately 1861 to 1874, where they raised the following children: Samuel J. Arbuckle, who 

married Catherine M. Kuhn (1845-1923); Daniel Thomas Arbuckle (1852-1927); Paul Thurlow 

Arbuckle (1854-1919); Philip Ricards Arbuckle (1856-1933); and Ella May Arbuckle (1861- 

1882). In 1867, Samuel J. Arbuckle sells the subject property to John Conry, Doctor of Medicine 

                                                      
16 Scranton, Philip. Proprietary Capitalism: The Textile Manufacture at Philadelphia, 1800-1885. (Philadelphia: Temple 

University Press, 1983), 243. 
17 1850 Manufacturer’s Census, Philadelphia County, 84-87. 
18 Scranton, Philip. Proprietary Capitalism: The Textile Manufacture at Philadelphia, 1800-1885. (Philadelphia: Temple 

University Press, 1983), 243. 
19 1850 Manufacturer’s Census, Philadelphia County, 473. 
20 1860 Manufacturer’s Census, Philadelphia County, 470. 
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for $10,000.
21 The Arbuckles retired from manufacturing, moving to a farm in Cecil County, 

Maryland. 
 

Figure 24. Top: Samuel L. Smedley’s Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862, Section 22. (Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott 

& Co.). Figure 25. Detail of Figure 24, showing the subject property and its immediate environs. Source: Greater 

Philadelphia GeoHistory Network. 

                                                      
21 Deed: Samuel Arbuckle, manufacturer, and Maria, his wife, to John Conry, Doctor of Medicine, 17 August 1867, 

Philadelphia Deed Book J.T.O., No. 74, 450. 
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Figures 26. And 27. References to Daniel Arbuckle on Washington Street and 4649 Washington Street in Manayunk. 

Source: Philadelphia City Directories. 

 

Figure 28. Ancestry.com. U.S. IRS Tax Assessment Lists, 1865 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 

Operations Inc, 2008. 
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