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ADDRESS: 1106 CHESTNUT ST   
Proposal: Legalize removal of glass and metal panels and repair brick façade  
Review Requested: Review In Concept   
Owner: Joseph Nadau 
Applicant: Shae Morong, Plato Studio 
History: 1933; Dr. Scholl’s Comfort Shoes; Markham Ashberry, architect 
Individual Designation: 4/30/1986 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov  
 
BACKGROUND:  
The property at 1106 Chestnut Street was individually designated in 1986 for its unique Art Deco 
façade that featured polished glass and pressed metal panels above its commercial storefront. 
In April 2014, the Department of Licenses and Inspections inspected the building, deemed the 
front façade unsafe, and issued a violation to the property owner. The violation notice specified 
that only the unsafe and loose panels of the façade were to be removed and that Historical 
Commission approval would be necessary prior to replacement. To correct the violation, the 
owner removed all of the panels from the façade prior to June 2014 without seeking approval 
from the Historical Commission. In 2016 and 2017 the staff of the Historical Commission 
approved two permit applications. The scope of work on both applications included the removal 
of the glass and metal cladding, repointing and repair of the brick façade, and the installation of 
new and salvaged glass and metal panels. The staff placed a condition on the application that 
work would be completed within 12 months.  
 
In its present condition, the brick wall and wood parapet remain exposed, and the metal straps 
that once held the glass and metal panels remain in place. The proposed work would result in 
the long-term exposure of the brick back-up wall, the removal of the original metal fasteners, 
and the rebuilding of the wood parapet in brick. The character-defining glass and metal panels 
would not be reinstalled. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:   

 Legalize removal of metal and glass façade panels; 

 Restore exposed brick wall; 

 Reconstruct wood parapet in brick; and, 

 Modify storefront for new entrance. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

 Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o This application has been submitted in response to a long-standing violation 
related to the removal of character-defining polished glass and pressed metal 
panels that once adorned the building’s Art Deco façade. The application 
proposes to legalize the removal of those features and to retain only the support 
brick that now comprises the front façade. The still-extant metal fasteners that 
once held the panels would be removed, and the wood parapet would be 
reconstructed in brick. The proposed work would leave the façade highly altered 
and would eliminate the features that contributed to the building’s architectural 
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significance and for which it was designated. The work does not comply with this 
standard. 

  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial, pursuant to Standard 9.  
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MAPS & IMAGES:  

 
Figure 1: 2019 aerial showing 1106 Chestnut Street. Source: Atlas 

 

 
Figure 2: Comparison of the 1106 Chestnut Street façade just before and immediately following the removal of the glass and 
metal panels. Source: Philadelphia Historical Commission. 
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Figure 3: Front façade of 1106 Chestnut Street, May 2020. Source: Cyclomedia. 

 
 

 
Figure 4: Portion of the 1106 Chestnut Street façade where the glass and metal panels were removed, May 2020. Source: 
Cyclomedia. 
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Figure 5. Undated historic photograph of the 1106 Chestnut Street façade. Source: Philadelphia Historical Commission.  

 

 
Figure 6: Undated historic photograph showing the intact façade. Source: Philadelphia Historical Commission. 

 
 



 PPlato A. Marinakos, Jr. Architect, LLC 

 
 
Principal 
Plato A. Marinakos, Jr. AIA, CSI, Architect* 
*Architect licensed in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland 
 
 
Monday July 13, 2020 
 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia PA 19102 
 
1106 Chestnut Street: Concept Approval 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
We are submitting this application to the Historical Commission for a review on our project at 
1106 Chestnut Street. Below we have listed the owners and the architect for the property at 
1106 Chestnut Street, along with a brief description of the project. 
 
 
 

Owner: 
Joseph Nadav 
2050 Byberry Rd 
Philadelphia, PA 19116 
cityblue1981@yahoo.com 

215-677-4040 

 
 
Architect: 
Plato A Marinakos LLC 

107 S. 2nd Street 2nd Floor  
Philadelphia PA, 19106 

267-866-0931 or 267-866-0933 (Shae) 
Plato@plato-studio.com & Shae@plato-studio.com 
 

 
 
Scope of Work: 
1106 Chestnut Street is an existing 3 story mixed building. Prior plans were reviewed and 
approved by historic in 2016 but not feasible due to engineering restrictions and load 
capabilities. Further details of the feasibility will be presented to the board. Here is the option 
that the owner would like to move forward with: 
 
The owner plans to remove the metal tracking that the existing façade was attached to as well as clean and 

repoint the brick that is currently there. The owner also would like to remove the infill brick that is 

located around the windows to replace the windows at a larger size (we will use and accept the Historical 

input and approval of the windows). The owners will replace/repair all brick that is damaged or in bad 

condition. Also, the parapet of the building will be rebuilt with lumber and faced with new thin brick 

veneer to match the existing brick. Along with these improvements to the façade the owner wishes to 



PPlato A. Marinakos, Jr. Architect, LLC 

install a door leading to stairs that access the upper floors. Currently these stairs are enclosed and 

unusable. This is needed for a 2nd egress for the other portions of the building which is currently vacant.

Adjacent Structures:
1106 Chestnut Street is located next to a 3-story mixed building on the right-side address 
located at 1104 Chestnut and located next to a 5-story building on the left side located at 1108 
Chestnut.

Please see our proposed plans and photos of the existing structure. Thank you!

Respectfully,

Very truly yours,

Plato A. Marinakos, Jr., AIA, CSI Member
Plato A. Marinakos Jr. Architect, LLC
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A0 Cover Sheet
A2 Elevations
A3 PLANS & PHOTOS

3/16" = 1'-0"1 Proposed Elevation South 2nd Street

General Conditions

1. Project Name: 1106 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
2. Project Summary: Facade Renovations
3. Current Code: International Building Code 2009 or latest version
4. Allowances and Unit Prices (to be determined)
5. Contract Forms Owner Contractor Agreement: AIA A101-1987 or latest version
6. General Conditions: AIA A201-1987 or latest version
7. Project Meeting Pre-Construction Conference Attendance by Owner, Contractor Architect.
8. Progress Meetings: Every two weeks or as directed by owner attendance by Owner, Architect, and Contractor etc.
9. Project Submittals: Three copies of product data and warranties, two representative units of samples sent to architect for review and approval. G.C. allow 10 working days
for architect to review and process each submittal.
10. Temporary Utility Service: Use of Owner’s existing utility services.
11. Temporary Facilities: Provide temporary construction, support facilities, and security measures
12. All codes having jurisdiction shall be observed strictly in the conviction of the project, including all applicable city and state, zoning, building, electrical, fire mechanical and

plumbing codes. Contractor to verify all codes before commencing construction and bring all discrepancies between code requirements and the contract documents to
the attention of the architect.

13. All contractor(s) performing work shall have applicable licenses.
14. Contactor shall follow all current OSHA safety regulations.
15. Details and sections on the drawings are shown at specific locations and are intended to show general requirements throughout. Details noted “typical” or “TYP” imply all

conditions treated similarly. Modifications to be made by the contractor to accommodate minor variations.
16. All dimensions indicated on the drawings are from finished face unless otherwise noted.
17. Refer to Civil Drawings for all finished 1st floor elevations. Architectural finished 1st floor will be 0’-0”.
18. All drawings shall be fully coordinated by the contractor to verify all dimensions locate depressed slabs, slopes, drain outlets recesses, reglets bolt settings, sleeves, etc.
Do not scale drawings.
19. The contractor shall be verify and protect all service and utility lines and existing site area from deterioration or damage.
20. The Architect/ Engineer shall not be responsible for the safety and construction, procedures, techniques, or the failure of the builder to carry out the work in accordance

with the drawings, specifications, or required codes, including all OSHA regulations.
21. Contractor shall obtain all necessary building permits as well as all mechanical, electrical, and plumbing permits.
22. Contractor is to have applicable insurance as required by the building owner.
23. Contractor is responsible for notifying the building inspector a minimum of 24 hours prior to commencing with work. Contractor is responsible for contacting the building

inspector for any/all required inspections for the duration of the project.
24. Contractor shall bring errors and omissions, which may occur, in the Contract Documents to the attention of the Architect and Owner in writing and written

instructions shall be obtained before proceeding with the work. The contractor will be held responsible for the results of any errors, discrepancies, or 

omissions in the Contract Documents of which the Contractor failed to notify the Architect before construction and/or fabrication of the work.
25. The contractor and Sub-contractor shall verify all dimensions and job conditions at the job site sufficiently in advance of work, to be performed to assure the orderly

progress of the work and notify architect immediately regarding any discrepancies between field conditions and architectural documents.
26. Contractor is responsible for providing required site fencing around perimeter of job site as per OSHA guidelines.
27. Contractor is responsible to acquire any/all street and sidewalk closure permits as well as any required dumpster permits.
28. Contractor is responsible to provide portable job toilet and telephone on site for the duration of the project (as required by owner).
29. Contractors shall maintain the premises clean and free of trash, debris and shall protect all adjacent work from damage soiling paint overspray, etc. Contractor to provide

daily clean-up to site dumpster. All fixtures equipment, glazing floors, etc. shall be left clean and ready for occupancy upon completion of the project.
30. Design documents signed and sealed by an engineer and shop drawings are required for mechanical, plumbing, electrical systems, fire alarm, and fire protection systems
to be submitted by the contractor.
31. All manufacturer’s printed warnings and/or directions for handling products must be strictly observed. Any items not compatible with substrate shall be isolated as per

manufactures’ recommendations
32. Contractor shall supply and install emergency lighting and exit signs as required by code and in all locations approved by the local fire marshal and or building code 

official and whether they are shown or not shown on the contract documents. 
33. Contractor shall supply and install fire extinguishers and smoke detectors as required by code and in all locations approved by the local fire marshal and or building code

official and whether they are shown or not shown on the contract documents.
34. All codes trades standards, and manufacturer’s instructions referenced in the Contract Documents shall be the latest edition.
35. The Contractor shall make no structural changes without written approval of the Architect/ Engineer.
36. No Blasting shall be permitted without prior written approval.
37. Use properly designed shoring, bracing, underpinning, etc. as necessitated by conditions or as required. It is the Contractor’s sole responsibility to determine erection 

procedure and sequence to ensure the safety of the building and its components parts during erection.
38. Brace all walls during construction to prevent damage from wind, water, earth, pressure and construction loads until all supporting elements are in place and are of

sufficient strength.
39. No opening shall be placed in any structural member (other than as indicated on approved shop drawings) until the location has been approved by the Structural

Engineer.
40. Provide sleeve layouts for all pipes and electrical penetrations through structural members (All trades are included). Layouts are to be submitted to the engineer for

approval prior to construction.
41. Provide fire stopping at all penetrations though rated assemblies, Firestopping location are not located on the drawing. Each Prime contractor shall provide firestopping for

their own work. Provide all Underwriters Laboratories UL tested assemblies
42. Support Air conditioning units compressors and other roof mounted or suspended equipment only on joists, trusses or beams designed for that purpose. If no support

has been designed (or if a question arises) notify the Architect prior to the erection of the equipment and before the structural erection is complete.
43. Contractor shall provide for dewatering as required during excavation.
44. Should the contractor seek approval of a product other than shown with in the specifications the contractor shall furnish written evidence that the proposed product

conforms in all respects to the specified product.
45. Each contractor shall fully review the complete set of contract documents as some work of each prime contractor may be shown throughout the documents
46. No products containing asbestos or other hazardous material shall be installed on this project or used during the construction of the project
47. The risk of loss of items saved on the site shall be each contractor responsibility. The contractor shall provide the appropriate insurance coverage to meet the above 

requirements.
48. Contractor shall provide access panel as required to service any all equipment as required by manufactures recommendations. Access panel in GWB shall be trimless

(with concealed flanges to receive GWB) Each contractor will be responsible to provide this type of access panel.

LIMIT OF WORK
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fifth largest single category of American industry. Two secret processes 
associated with Henry Burk revolutionized the kid leather industry 
worldwide, reduced production time from months to days, and created an 
American product that equalled kid leather from France. A U.S. Congressman 
and President of the National Morrocco Manufacturers Association, Burk owned 
the corrplex from 1891 until his death in 1903. The site of leather 
processing since 1815, the buildings and grounds of the plant contain 
buildings dating from numerous periods of leather processing technology. 
Burk Brothers and Corrpany remains the oldest and largest group of intact 
leather industry structures within the boundaries of Philadelphia's Old 
Leather District. 

caroline Golab and Janet Klein will make a visit to the factory site. The 
Committee voted unanimously to recommend the designation of the Burk 
Brothers plant subject to the site visit. 

Doctor Schells Foot Comfort Shoes 
Glass Facade 1933 

1106 Chestnut Street 
Markham Asberry, Architect 

The storefront at 1106 Chestnut Street possesses significance as an 
outstanding exarrple of a glass conmercial facade rendered in the Art Deco 
style. This storefront realizes the Art Deco ideal of the melding of 
machine-made materials with conterrporary design. Of course, storefronts had 
long reflected technological advances in building materials, but Art Deco 
architects fully embraced the design potential of machine-made products. 
Art Deco utilized the smooth sleek qualities of terra-cotta and glass as 
well as the design possibilities inherent in shiny metals and geometrically 
stylized objects. Structural glass as it was called, was developed around 
the turn of the century for sanitary applications such as bathrooms and 
kitchens. During the second and third decades of the twentieth century, 
however it also began to replace tile and marble as a material for 
storefronts. By the 1930s manufacturers were marketing glass shopfront 
systems in rich colors such as Chinese red, jet black, forest green and milk 
white. Architects like Markham Ashberry errployed glass in combination with 
gleaming metals and neon to produce the revolutionary new look of shopfront 
designs exerrplified by 1106 Chestnut Street. The Doctor Schells store 
serves as a rare surviving exarrple of a full facade glass shopfront and as a 
fine representation of its materials and style. 

The Committee recommended the designation of the building at 1106 Chestnut 
Street by a vote of 6 to O. 

Deborah Gay Mansion 2002 North Broad·street 
1889: Geissinger and Hales 

The Deborah Gay Mansion possesses architectural significance as a rare and 
fine residential design by the finn of Geissinger and Hales and historical 
irrportance as the home of Deborah Gay, widowed wife of John Gay an irrportant 
North Philadelphia industrialist. The house, one of the more elaborate 
brownstones in the city, is loosely based on Renaissance Revival design 

Meredith
Typewritten Text
Committee on Historic Designation Meeting Minutes
14 March 1986 

Meredith
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Public Comment submitted in response to the 1106 

Chestnut Street application 
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