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Proposal: Rehabilitate church; install vinyl-clad windows and ramp railing; remove chimneys 
Review Requested: Final approval 
Owner: 1730 Wharton LLC 
Applicant: Rich Villa, Ambit Architecture 
History: 1888; Eighteenth Street Methodist Episcopal Church  
Individual Designation: 9/14/1988 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Laura DiPasquale, laura.dipasquale@phila.gov 
 
BACKGROUND:  
Located at the southeast corner of Wharton Street and S. 18th Street, the former 18th Street 
Methodist Episcopal Church, constructed about 1888, historically featured wood windows with 
marbled blue glass. Between fall 2018 and summer 2019, many of the historic windows appear 
to have been removed without Historical Commission review or approval. The original frames 
and some of the original marbled blue glass windows remain. The current owners, who 
purchased the property in 2019, intend to convert the property into residential use. This 
application proposes to install vinyl windows in most of the window openings, as well as in the 
louvered belltower openings. Most of the proposed windows feature a two-over-two 
configuration with a vertical muntin, when historically the building featured a combination of four-
over-four (1st floor front), one-over-one (1st floor gable), two-over-two with horizontal muntin (2nd 
floor front; 1st floor side), and six-over-six windows (1st and 2nd floor side). To accommodate the 
insertion of an additional interior floor level, the upper floor windows on the side elevation, which 
historically were single double-hung, six-over-six windows, are proposed to be composed of two 
sets of hung windows. To create usable space in the belltowers, the application proposes to 
install windows in place of the existing louvers. The application also proposes to install a solid 
metal ramp railing that extends to the ground, replace the front doors, and to demolish two 
historic, corbelled, rear chimneys to the roofline. The application also proposes rehabilitation 
work including masonry repairs, which can be reviewed and approved at the staff level.  
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STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial as proposed, pursuant to Standards 6 and 9, but approval of 
an application with a metal picket railing at the ramp and wood or aluminum-clad wood windows 
at the side elevations and in the bell tower openings, including the installation of stacked 
double-hung windows in double-height side elevation openings, provided the muntin pattern 
matches that of the historic windows, and provided the marbled blue glass windows are 
retained, restored, or replicated in the front façade openings in all but the bell-tower openings, 
with the staff to review details.  
 
 
MAPS & IMAGES:  

 
Figure 1: The front (Wharton St) elevation of 1730 Wharton in 2018, showing the historic marbled blue glass 
windows.  
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Figure 2: The west side (S 18th St) elevation of 1730 Wharton in 2011, showing the historic marbled blue 
glass windows in their original configuration.  
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