
ADDRESS: 1703 W DIAMOND ST   
Proposal: Install vinyl windows on front façade 

Review Requested: Final Approval 

Owner: Denise Jones 

Applicant: Denise Jones 

History: 1890 

Individual Designation: None 

District Designation: Diamond Street Historic District, Contributing, 1/29/1986 

Staff Contact: Megan Cross Schmitt, megan.schmitt@phila.gov 

 

BACKGROUND:   
This application proposes to replace a total of four non-historic windows at the second and third 

stories of the front façade of this contributing structure. The property owner is seeking approval 

to use Simonton 6500 vinyl replacement windows. The proposed configuration is 1/1 to match 

existing. This application is for complete replacement of the sash and frames. 
  
SCOPE OF WORK: 

• Remove windows at the second and third stories of the front facade. 

• Replace existing windows (sash and frame) with vinyl 1/1 windows.   

 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:  
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 

include:  
• Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where 

the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 
will match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement 
of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence. 

o Vinyl windows will not match the historic wood windows sufficiently enough to 

meet this standard. An aluminum-clad window with the correct details could be 

an acceptable alternative to wood in this case. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial, pursuant to Standard 6.   
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Install four (4) Simonton 6500 vinyl replacement windows on front facade of the house, second
and third floors. Existing windows are not original, but they are wooded, beyond repair or
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restoration. No grids to match the existing windows. Bronze color to match other windows on
the same block. Replacement windows will be same shape, size and location. 
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Fw: Denise Jones - Diamond Street Windows

preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
Mon 7/20/2020 3:49 PM
To:  Megan Schmitt <Megan.Schmitt@Phila.gov>

From: Denise Jones <six6js@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 4:47 PM
To: preservation <preservation@Phila.gov>
Subject: Denise Jones - Diamond Street Windows
 

External Email Notice. This email comes from outside of City government. Do not click on links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender.

Hello, 
I hope that this email finds you in a safe environment and in good health during these
unprecedented times. I am writing to the Philadelphia Historical Commission to follow up on
the denial of a new window installation project at my home at 1703 West Diamond St. Below
I  address the inquiries that were a basis for the denial:

 1- the current windows were placed approximately 31 years ago through the Advocate
Community Development Corporation (ACDC) under the leadership of the late Christine and
Father Washington of the Church of the Advocate. The windows in question are not the
original windows from the property, as those windows were not salvageable 31 years ago.

2- Description: the current windows are capped with a metal that complements the brown of
the brownstone building.
 
3- the replacement windows will in no way take away from the historical facade of the
house.

I have been the owner of the property for 31 years and have always taken pride in its
upkeep and had respect for its historical value. If the Commission has had the opportunity to
view the Diamond street homes in the area it would see that the majority of the homes have
the type of windows that I have described. 

I look forward to hearing from the Commission regarding placement of the new windows
keeping in mind that windows of this size and nature take over 6 weeks to order. I do not
want to have weather related issues at my property that result form insufficient windows.

Best regards, 
Mrs. Denise Jones



1703 West Diamond St. Philadelphia, PA 19121 
Homeowner: Denise Jones 
Scope of Work: Install four (4) Simonton 6500 Series vinyl windows on front 
façade of the house, second and third stories. Existing windows are not original 
to the building, but they are wood, beyond repair/restoration. Replacement 
windows will be same size, shape, location, and appearance, no grids.  
 

 
Figure 1 Front Facade 
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Windows correspond to #1, #2, #3, #4 on attached window spec sheet.
























