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PHILADELPHIA'S JAIL POPULATION DURING COVID-19

This is an inaugural report describing Philadelphia's jail population throughout the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic from March 16 - May 15, 2020. Data were collected weekly to closely monitor the population. During
this period, the population declined by 977 people (4,727 on 3/16 - 3,750 on 5/15), and dropped to a level not
seen in 35 years (3,655 people on 5/9). Included in the report are areas in which the decline was most prevalent,
confinement categories in which an increase occured, and changes in demographics. Subsequent reports will be
released.

MARCH 16, 2020 MARCH 17,2020

A city-wide stay-at-home order was issued
closing all non-essential businesses and the
First Judicial District limited operations

Philadelphia Police Department announced
COVID-19 emergency arrest procedures

APRIL7,2020

The First Judicial District, in collaboration
with the Defender Association and District
Attorney's Office, began expedited criminal
motions .
April 15,2020
The MacArthur SJC goal of reducing
the jail population by 50% was
achieved

MAY 1,2020

Philadelphia Police Department announced
COVID-19 emergency arrest procedures
were no longer in effect for certain charges

MAY 9,2020

Philadelphia's jail population fell to a
level not seen since 1985*

MAY 15,2020

Since May 9, there was a steady, daily
increase between 5 - 26 individuals per day

*http://trends.vera.org/rates/philadelphia-county-pa?incarcerationData=all
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Top 5 Confinement Category Decreases

Note: All volume/proportional reductions are calculated from 3/16 - 5/15
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RACE /ETHNICITY

> Black individuals were the only group with a proportional increase, although the
volume decreased for all Race/Ethnicity groups

March 16, 2020 May 15, 2020

0.7% (n=34)  Asian (n=26) 0.7%

18.8% (n=889) - Latinx - (n=601) 16.0%

10.5%<n=497). White [ (n-315 8.4%
0.8% (n=37) | Other

(n=29) 0.8%

The four Confinement Categories below saw the largest proportional increase for
Black people

>

PRETRIAL NON-MURDER - PHILADELPHIA DETAINERS ONLY +
NO DETAINERS OPEN CASES

OTHER HOLDS/DETAINERS ONLY + PRETRIAL MURDER -
OPEN CASES NO DETAINERS

There were three confinement categories with a proportional decrease for Black
people during this period

>

1 2 3

OTHER HOLDS/DETAINERS PHILADELPHIA + OTHER SENTENCED + OPEN CASES
ONLY - NO OPEN CASES HOLDS/DETAINERS ONLY -
NO OPEN CASES
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DEMOGRAPHICS

o] DEC

OF THE FEMALE
POPULATION WERE
RELEASED DURING
THE PAST TWO
MONTHS

The remaining women fell into three
major categories

1. Philadelphia Detainers Only + Open Cases
—» n=37

2. Pretrial Non-Murder - No Detainers
—» n=34

3. Other Holds/Detainers Only + Open Cases
—» n=28

of the women in

the Pretrial Non-
Murder - No Detainers
group had cash bail
over $50,000

68.2%

TOTAL POPULATION | AGE

Changes in presence of youth and 65+

0 17 and under

March 16, 2020 13

May 15, 2020 20

‘ 65 and over

March 16,2020 38

May 15, 2020 24

SERIOUS MENTAL ILLNESS
POPULATION

Though there were 160 fewer people
experiencing serious mental illness in jail,
their proportional presence was the same

15.8%

15.7%

n=749 n=589
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Population Increase | May 8 - May 15, 2020

After reaching its lowest point since 1985 on May 9, the jail population
started to increase each day. This began the reversal of nearly two months of
population decline.

I 87% of this increase fell into two categories

PRETRIAL NON-MURDER - NO DETAINERS

70 Oo * The number of individuals
A 8 . /O that increased in these two
INDIVIDUALS* PROPORTIONAL INCREASE confinement categories is

greater than the total

population increase

PHILADELPHIA DETAINERS ONLY + OPEN CASES because other confinement

categories decreased

A 24 3.2% during the same period

INDIVIDUALS* PROPORTIONAL INCREASE

I When comparing May 8 and May 15, the volume of Black people increased the most

ﬂ were Pretrial Non-Murder - No Detainers

@ were Philadelphia Detainers Only + Open Cases

4/5 4/12 4/19 4/26 5/3 5/10
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MacArthur Safety and Justice Challenge
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Philadelphia’s Jail Population | January 2008 - April 2020

M Pre-MacArthur
B MacArthur
M CoVID-19 Period

N 9,134 o 164

March 16th, 2020: City-wide stay-at-home :
order issued and closure of non-essential :
businesses due to COVID-19 :

6,793 6,817

Peak Population Volumes:

January 2009: 9,781
October 2012: 9,502
September 2013: 9,164

3,725

July 2015 - MacArthur SJC Challenge Baseline (8,082)

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020



