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ADDRESS:
Proposal: Construct addition; renovate church building 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: St. James Pentecostal Church 
Applicant: Matthew Albitz, L2P 
History: 1886; Monumental Baptist Church; David S. Gendell, architect; 1914 
Individual Designation: 2/10/2017 
District Designation: None  
Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov 
 
BACKGROUND:  
This application proposes to adaptively reuse the interior of this church building and construct a 
four-story addition for use as a rock climbing gym. The building is currently vacant and in poor 
condition. The property was designated as historic in 2017, under several Criteria for 
Designation including Criterion I for potential archaeological significance. There was significant 
confusion as to the location of the archaeological potential and whether there was ever a 
cemetery at this site, and the Committee on Historic Designation voted to exclude Criterion I 
when it made its recommendation regarding Criteria for Designation because of that lack of 
clarity in the nomination. However, the Historical Commission voted to include Criterion I without 
further discussion to clarify the concerns of the Committee. Therefore, Criterion I for 
archaeology is applied to the entire designated parcel.  
 
SCOPE OF WORK 

 Convert church building interior for reuse as rock climbing gym. 
 Construct four-story glass and metal panel addition on vacant land at Ludlow Street side 

of property. 
 Repaint red brick façade 
 Various other façade and roofing work, which is approvable at the staff-level.  

 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The 
include: 

 Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not 
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the 
property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with 
the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 

 The proposed work to the exterior of the church building satisfies Standard 9. 
The proposed addition is clearly differentiated from the old, and has been located 
on the site such that the bell tower remains prominent and the roof slope will 
remain. The addition appears to be slightly lower in height than the peak of the 
main gable. The staff recommends that the applicant explore holding the addition 
back further a short distance so as to allow for the bell tower to turn the corner. 
The staff additionally suggests that metal panel may not be the most appropriate 
material for the side of the addition, and that other material options are explored.  
 

 Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be 
undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
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The proposed addition appears to allow for the retention of the Ludlow Street 
side façade, so that if the addition were to be removed in the future, the essential 
form and integrity of the historic property would be unimpaired.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, provided a Phase 1A Archaeological Resources Survey is 
conducted, the existing red paint on the brick is removed rather than repainted, an alternative 
material is considered for the side of the addition, and holding the addition back a small distance 
to allow the bell tower to turn the corner is explored, with the staff to review details, pursuant to 
Standards 9 and 10.  
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