
1935 Diamond Street 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

May//June 2020 

ADDRESS: 1935 DIAMOND ST 
Proposal: Construct three-story building 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: DSW74 LLC 
Applicant: Rotciver Lebron, Harman Deutsch Ohler Architecture 
History: 1889; Willis G. Hale, architect; Demolished 2018 
Individual Designation: None 
District Designation: Diamond Street Historic District, Significant, 1/29/1986 
Staff Contact: Laura DiPasquale, laura.dipasquale@phila.gov 
 
BACKGROUND:  
This application proposes construct a three-story mixed use building with three residential units 
and one commercial space at 1935 Diamond Street. The building that historically stood on the 
site was constructed in 1889 as part of an original row of 10 brick houses (1921-1939 Diamond 
Street) and attributed to architect Willis G. Hale. The building was demolished in 2018 as part of 
the Department of Licenses & Inspections Demolition Program. Of the original 10 row houses, 
only four are extant, 1921, 1923, 1937, and 1939 Diamond Street. Historically, the property 
featured an elevated front porch mirroring that of its neighbor to the west, pointed arch upper-
floor windows, and an overhanging balcony.  
 
The proposed building approximates the overall form and floor levels of the historic building, but 
with considerably simplified detailing. Owing to the property’s zoning as CMX-2 (Commercial 
Mixed-Use), which allows for a combination of commercial and residential units within an area 
that is primarily residential, the proposed design features a cut down, ADA-accessible 
commercial ground floor unit.  
 
SCOPE OF WORK 

• Construct three-story mixed-use building with first-floor commercial space.  
• Clad building in brick veneer, stucco, and fiber cement lap siding with an asphalt shingle 

roof. 
 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o The general massing, size, scale, and architectural features of the proposed new 
construction are compatible with the neighboring buildings and district. Historic 
design details and materials should be further explored to satisfy Standard 9. 

• Standard 10: New additions and adjacent construction or related new construction will 
be undertaken in a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity 
of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

o The proposed work satisfies Standard 10. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial as proposed. Details and materials should be further 
explored—including first floor entrance, third floor balcony, window openings, and cladding 
materials of the side and rear elevations—to satisfy Standard 9. 
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IMAGES: 

 

Image 1: 1939, 1937, and 1935 Diamond Street in 2018. 1935 Diamond Street (at right) was demolished in late 2018. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

1225 N 7th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19122     Ph: 267.324.3601     
 

 
March 10, 2020 

 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
ATTN: Philadelphia Historical Commission 
 
Re:  1935 Diamond Street, Philadelphia PA. 
 
Harman Deutsch Ohler Architecture is proposing new construction of a 3-story mixed use building with 3 dwelling units and 1 
commercial space on 1935 Diamond Street.  
 
Harman Deutsch Ohler Architecture has prepared this application on behalf of Shareef Williams, and the owner DSW74 LLC.  
 
This application is intended for final approval for proposed new construction as per the enclosed drawings. 
 
Please let us know if you have any questions regarding our submission.  
 
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Rustin Ohler 
Harman Deutsch Ohler Architecture 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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THIRD FLOOR PLAN






