
ADDRESS: 40-42 S 2ND ST 
Name of Resource: Vacant Lot 
Proposed Action: Rescind Individual Designation   
Property Owner: Posel Enterprises 
Nominator: Matt McClure, Esq., Ballard Spahr  
Staff Contact: Jon Farnham, jon.farnham@phila.gov, 215-686-7660 
 
OVERVIEW: This application requests the rescission of the individual designation of the property 
at 40-42 S. 2nd Street. The property was individually designated on 7 October 1976. At the time, 
a four-story, commercial building stood on the site. The building was constructed in 1891 for 
H.O. Atwood, the proprietor of Atwood’s Furniture. The Department of Licenses & Inspections 
declared the building imminently dangerous in 1987 and the Historical Commission approved its 
demolition on 30 April 1987. The building was subsequently demolished. The property has been 
used as a surface parking ever since. The property was included in the Old City Historic District, 
which was designated on 12 December 2003, with a classification of non-contributing. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the Historical Commission rescind the 
individual designation, pursuant to Section 5.14.b.1 of the Commission’s Rules & Regulations: 

The Commission may rescind the designation of a building … and remove its entry or 
entries from the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places if the resource has ceased to 
satisfy any Criteria for Designation because the qualities that caused its original entry 
have been lost or destroyed. 

 

 
40-42 S. 2nd Street, November 2018. 
  



 

 
40-42 S. 2nd Street, Frank H. Taylor, photographer, c. 1895. 
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