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ADDRESS: 229 ARCH ST 
Proposal: Construct addition over parking lot 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Berger Development LP 
Applicant: Raymond Rola, Raymond F. Role, Architect 
History: 1913; Berger Brothers Company; Valentine B. Lee, architect; expanded, 1918 
Individual Designation: 1/6/1977 
District Designation: Old City Historic District, Contributing, 12/12/2003 
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov, 215-686-7660 
 
BACKGROUND: 
The building fronting 229 Arch Street, historically known as the Berger Building, was built in two 
sections. The first was constructed circa 1913 and the second circa 1918. A four-story addition 
was constructed at the rear of the building in 1990 connecting it to 124 Bread Street, historically 
known as the Johnson Warehouse, and 234 and 236 Cherry Street. All lots and buildings were 
consolidated in the early 1990s into a single tax parcel known today as 229 Arch Street.  
  
This application proposes to construct a four-story addition over an existing parking lot at the 
rear of 229 Arch Street. The new construction will include three stories of residential living space 
over an open level of parking.  
 
The new addition will connect to existing buildings at the north, south, and west elevations (see 
Image 2). It will cover the east wall of the 1990s addition and be connected internally. The east 
wall of the 1990s addition will not be demolished as part of this project. The new addition 
connects to the historic Berger Building and Johnson Warehouse to the north and south. These 
connections will be as party walls only, with no internal connections. The new addition will only 
be visible from Bread Street. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK 

 Construct a four-story addition in existing parking area. 
 Create open parking area on first level with three levels of residential living space above. 
 Clad exterior façade with red brick to match existing. 
 Install double-hung wood windows with a six-over-six sash configuration. 
 Create window openings detailed with cast stone lintels and sills. 

 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

 Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be avoided. 

o The proposed addition has limited impact to the Berger Building and Johnson 
Warehouse.  

o The rear of the Berger Building has been altered previously with a stair tower and 
1990s addition.  

o There are no existing openings on the south elevation of the Johnson Warehouse 
that will be impacted by the new addition. Historic maps show this was once a 
party wall to a building that has since been demolished. 

 Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
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differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o The proposed six-over-six window sash configurations reflect an earlier time 
period than the construction dates of the historic buildings on the parcel.  

o The red brick is proposed to match the historic 
o The open parking area is incompatible with the historic property and district. 

 Standard 10: New additions and adjacent construction or related new construction will 
be undertaken in a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity 
of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

o The new addition will be primarily connected to the 1990s addition. It will use the 
Berger Building and Johnson Warehouse as party walls. In the future, this 
addition (and the 1990s addition) could be removed and the essential form and 
integrity of the historic buildings would be unimpaired. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, provided the first level parking is screened with brick or 
compatible material; the red brick cladding on the addition is compatible but not matching; and 
the proposed windows are a one-over-one double-hung, with the staff to review details, 
pursuant to Standards 2, 9, and 10. 
 

 
Image 1: 229 Arch Street boundary lot lines. Multiple buildings and a parking lot were combined in the  
early 1990s to create the current parcel. 
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Image 2: The buildings at 229 Arch Street impacted by the new construction and the location of the proposed 
addition. 
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Image 3: View looking north from Arch Street down Bread Street.   

 
Image 4: View south from Cherry Street toward Arch Street. 






















































