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Dear Center Director:
Section A-703 of The Philadelphia Code requires that each day care facility in Philadelphia
caring for 13 or more children test all potable water outlets for lead and submit results to the
Department of Public Health. These tests must be conducted at least once every five years.
Philadelphia’s high-quality tap water supply is tested regularly for safety. Your compliance with
this law will help to ensure that pipes and fixtures connecting schools and day care centers to the
City’s water supply do not compromise children’s health.
The attached Board of Health regulation describes your responsibility for testing your water
outlets. Please promptly report the results of tests for each potable water outlet in your facility to
the health department by email to WaterLeadTesting@phila.gov.
Your submission should include the following information:
1. A cover letter that identifies the name, address, and contact information for
your facility.
2. A laboratory report that shows the date of sampling, the name of the
laboratory performing the lead test, and the lead result for a water sample
from each potable (drinkable) water tap. Results must be from a laboratory
accredited to perform lead contamination analysis by the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).
3. If any of the lead results equal or exceed the threshold of 10 parts per billion,
you must discontinue use of the tap immediately (within 24 hours). Report
your response action(s) to finding an elevated lead level in the cover letter to
us. Any tap with an elevated lead level may be put back into service only
after corrective action has been taken and a repeat lead test has shown the
level to be less than 10 parts per billion.

4. A statement that you have made the results of water lead testing generally
available to the public within 10 days of receiving results. This information
should be placed in the cover letter.
5. Upon receipt of all required information, the Health Department will issue a
certificate/letter of compliance. The certification will be sent to the contact
information that you provide in the cover letter.
6. If the information that you provide is insufficient to issue a certificate of
compliance, your facility will be notified of the reason for non-compliance
within 30 days.
You will find resources on the next page, including a link to DEP-accredited laboratories. Thank
you for the work you do to educate our children, and to make sure they are safe in your care.

Sincerely,

Thomas A. Farley, MD, MPH
Health Commissioner

Water Safety and Promotion Resources
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Lead in Drinking Water (includes link to DEP-accredited laboratories)
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/My-Water/PublicDrinkingWater/Pages/Lead-in-DrinkingWater.aspx
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Reducing Lead in Drinking Water Toolkit
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/3ts-reducing-lead-drinking-water-toolkit
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Increasing Access to Drinking Water in Schools Toolkit
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyschools/npao/wateraccess.htm
School District of Philadelphia
Safe Water Testing Program
https://www.philasd.org/waterresults
City of Philadelphia
Water Quality Reports
https://www.phila.gov/water/wu/drinkingwater/quality/
Drink Philly Tap
Campaign Website
https://drinkphillytap.org/
Get Healthy Philly
Healthy Hydration Handouts
http://foodfitphilly.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Hydration-Handouts.zip

