
ADDRESS: 125 S 18TH ST 
Proposal: Legalize mural 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owners: Allan Domb Realty/18th and Sansom LLC 
Applicant: Jane Golden, Mural Arts Program 
History: 1937; Louis Magaziner, architect 
Individual Designation: None 
District Designation: Rittenhouse Fitler Residential Historic District, Contributing, 2/8/1995 
Staff Contact: Randal Baron, randal.baron@phila.gov, 215-686-7660 
 
BACKGROUND:  
This application proposes to legalize a mural installed without the Historical Commission’s 
approval or a building permit on the Sansom Street façade of this Moderne structure in the 
Rittenhouse-Fitler Residential Historic District. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:  

• Legalize mural 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o The proposed mural does not comply with this Standard because it changes the 
appearance of the historic street façade. 

• Historical Commission Rules & Regulations, 6.8.a.2: Murals shall not be placed directly 
upon historic fabric. 

• Historical Commission Rules & Regulations, 6.8.a.3 Murals shall not be placed in a 
manner that obscures historic fabric. 

o The proposed mural is placed directly on historic fabric and obscures historic 
fabric. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial, pursuant to Standard 9 and the Historical Commission’s 
Rules & Regulations 6.8.a 2 and 6.8.a.3. 
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MURAL LEGALIZATION PROPOSAL 

 

SITE ADDRESS: 1728 Sansom Street and 125 S. 18th Street, Philadelphia, PA 

PROPERTY OWNER: ADR 18th & Sansom, LLC 

COMMISSIONED BY: Mural Arts Philadelphia 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Stephen Powers was engaged by Mural Arts Philadelphia to create a mural on a garage at 1728 Sansom 

Street owned by ADR 18th & Sansom, LLC. The address falls outside the Rittenhouse-Fitler Historic 

District. The artistic concept focused on cultural institutions and historical personalities from Philadelphia 

and the immediate neighborhood; along with some restaurants and contemporary personalities. The 

sketches included in this proposal were presented to Mr. Domb as a starting point.  

Stephen Powers (artist) and Allan Domb (property owner) subsequently discussed – according to the 

project manager – adding the side of the building at the corner, 125 S. 18th Street to the scope of work for 

the project. This second address falls within the Rittenhouse-Fitler Historic District. 

A wall authorization form (see attached) including both addresses was signed; however, the project 

manager did not pursue property research through the Philadelphia Historical Commission before 

beginning work, contrary to Mural Arts’ standard protocol.  

In response to notification by the Philadelphia Historical Commission that the mural was not legal, Mural 

Arts met with Mr. Domb and Randal Baron to discuss the matter. Mural Arts is now seeking to have the 

mural legalized. 

  



ARTIST’S PRELIMINARY SKETCHES 

 

 

LETTER OF SUPPORT 

See attached. 

 

   

 

   
 

 

 



SITE PHOTOS – BEFORE 

 

1728 Sansom Street 

 



 
 

125 S. 18th Street 



PHOTOS OF COMPLETED MURAL 

 

1728 Sansom Street 



  

125 S. 18th Street 



ARTIST’S BIO 

Steve Powers (ESPO) (American, b. 1968) is an artist closely associated with the graffiti movement of the 

1990s. In 2000, he committed himself to becoming a studio artist, concentrating on colorful, recognizable 

subject matter. Working under the alias of ESPO (Exterior Surface Painting Outreach), Powers has come to 

be recognized for his bright color palette and clever messages. His work has appeared in the Liverpool and 

Venice Biennale. Powers was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship in 2007. Acclaimed contemporary art dealer 

Jeffrey Deitch has called Powers “one of the innovators.” 

 

ARTIST’S CONTRACT 

See attached. 

 

WALL AUTHORIZATION 

See attached. 

 

LETTER OF SUPPORT 

See attached. 

























 
 
October 9, 2019 
  
Mr. Randal Baron  
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 
  
Dear Mr. Baron, 
 
I am writing this letter in support of a mural the Mural Arts Program painted using 
Philadelphia-born and bred artist Stephen Powers in the fall of 2018 at 18th and Sansom 
Streets. We were consulted during the design process and gave a number of 
suggestions of individuals and organizations in the immediate Rittenhouse Square area 
to be identified in the mural. We understand the quirkiness of the artist, who while 
Philadelphia-born, has made a name for himself in New York City and internationally 
with his Love Letter and other tongue-in-cheek text and image based murals, which we 
have come to love. 
 
Philadelphia’s landscape and the Rittenhouse Square neighborhood have changed 
dramatically over the past ten years or so and the neighborhood has become a lot more 
hip. We at Rittenhouse Row feel that this fresh new mural perfectly encapsulates the 
vibe portrayed by the mural and we love it! 
 
I am writing to ask you to grant the Mural Arts Program a waiver to maintain this mural. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
 Corie Moskow 
Executive Director, Rittenhouse Row 
215.518.5526/corie@glosspr.com 
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