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ADDRESS: 147 SUMAC ST 
Proposal: Rehabilitate building; construct 7 single-family dwellings 
Review Requested: Review In Concept 
Owner: Deborah Gribbin 
Applicant: Judy Robinson, Continuum Architecture 
History: 1884; Maurice Wilhere House 
Individual Designation: 1/1/3000 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Allyson.Mehley@phila.gov, 215-686-7660 

 
BACKGROUND:  
This application proposes to rehabilitate the existing historic building (one half of a twin) at 147 
Sumac Street and develop the remainder of the large site with new single family homes. The 
new construction would include four new homes on Kalos Street and three new homes along 
Righter Street. The existing driveway will be used to access a parking area located at the rear of 
the buildings. An additional driveway to the parking area will be created and accessed from 
Righter Street.  
 
The property at 147 Sumac Street is currently going through the designation process. At the 15 
January meeting of the Committee on Historic Designation, the Committee recommended 
designating the historic building and a buffer around it, but not the entire lot. The Committee 
recommended creating a buffer area around the historic building that includes the existing curb 
cut. As a result, the lot area outside the buffer would not be part of the historic designation. 
 
Although the application lists the rehabilitation of the historic building as part of the scope of 
work, no information about the rehabilitation is provided. That work should be reviewed under a 
separate permit application. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK 

 Rehabilitate the existing building. 

 Construct seven new single-family homes. 

 Create parking area with two access driveways. 
 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

 Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be avoided. 

o The exterior of the historic building must be rehabilitated in a manner that 
respects and preserves the historic character of the property. 

 Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o The land buffer created around the historic building as part of its designation to 
the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places should allow for new construction on 
the existing lot that will not affect its historic character.  
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 Standard 10: New additions and adjacent construction or related new construction will 
be undertaken in a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity 
of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

o The land buffer around the historic building should be sufficient enough to allow 
for adjacent construction that will not alter the essential form and character of the 
property if the new construction is removed or altered in the future.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, provided a land buffer is created around the historic 
building as part of the designation process; and a separate building permit application is 
submitted for rehabilitation of the historic building. 
 

 

Image 1: Front elevation of 147 Sumac Street with existing curb cut for driveway. 



 

 
 

 
  

  
 
 

SUMAC COURT COVER LETTER 
147 Sumac Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19128 
 

DATE OF SUBMISSION: January 13, 2020 
 
Application:    In-Concept Approval 
 
Equitable Owner:   EPDG, LP 
 
Owner:   Deborah Gribbon 
 
Parcel Size:   15,285sf 
 
 
Project Description: 
 
The subject property is an existing duplex located on a 15,285 square foot parcel of land.  The 
intent of the project is to do a historic renovation of the existing duplex to restore it to a single-
family home and provide additional high quality new construction single-family housing on the 
remainder of the large site.  The parcel borders three streets including Kalos, Righter and Sumac 
Streets.  The frontage on Kalos Street provides a 64 foot gap between a long row of attached single-
family homes, currently enclosed with a chain link fence running side-to-side in order to currently 
restrict pedestrian access from the 12 foot retaining wall that supports the change in grade. The 
plan as proposed includes four new homes in the Kalos Street space that conforms to the 38 feet 
height requirements.  Additionally, there is 131 feet of frontage along Righter Street where the 
plan for an additional four homes was reduced to three in order to allocate green space next to the 
historic structure and create more open space.  Like the Kalos Street homes, the homes on Righter 
also conform to the 38 feet height requirement.  The plan also provides for a significant amount of 
open space in a courtyard between the two sets of homes, which can be accessed from a shared 
drive aisle via an existing curb cut. In addition, every home includes an internal garage and a 
secondary parking space in the courtyard for each home. The plan also integrates additional green 
space next to the historic structure on Sumac Street.  Green spaces in front of the Righter Street 
homes and numerous planters have also been designed into the project.  Each home proposes green 
roofs and is outfitted in traditional red brick utilized to match the design and facade of the existing 
historic structure.    
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Job Number: (for office use only) 

(PERMIT TYPE PREFIX – YEAR – NUMBER) 

***DO NOT MAIL THIS APPLICATION*** 

P_001_F  

Application for Construction Permit 
Use this application to obtain permits for a residential or commercial construction proposal. 

Mechanical / Fuel Gas, Electrical, Plumbing, and Fire Suppression trade details are found on . 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 New Construction        Addition and/or Alteration     Shell (No Fit Out) – Option for Commercial Permits Only  

Single-Family       Two-Family           Other, please describe: 

Address 
 the locati on of work for the 

If the activity will take place in a specific 
building, tenant space, floor level, or 
suite, note that detail in the ‘Specific 
Location’ field. If applicable, list PR #.

1 
Parcel Address 

Specific Location 

2 

Name Company 

Address 

Email Phone 

I am the:      Property Owner      Tenant        Equitable Owner       Licensed Professional or Tradesperson

Property Owner
Identify the deeded property 
owner. 
If there was a recent change of 
ownership, documentation such as a 
deed or settlement sheet will be 
required. 

3 
Name 

Address 

responsible. 
4 

2 

Name  Firm 

Project Scope
Use this section to provide project 
details; all fields are mandatory. 
(a) Choose the proposed occupancy
of the entire building. If not one- or 
two-family, provide a description of
group(s) per code.

(b) Identify if the project will be new 
construction, an addition, or
interior/exterior alterations.

(c) List the site area that will be
disturbed by construction, if any.
Enter ‘zero’ if no disturbance.

(d) Note the new floor area created,
including basements, cellars, and 
occupiable roofs. Where existing 
areas will be altered, list those areas 
separately. 

(e) State the number of new or
affected stories.

(f) Provide a detailed description of
the work proposed.

(g) Select all conditions that apply to 
this project (if any).

Applicant 

5 

(a) Occupancy

(b) Scope of Work

(d) Building Floor Areas
New Floor Area    (Sq. Ft.)    Existing Altered Area        (Sq. Ft.)

(e) Number of Stories

Identify how you are associated 
with the property. 
Licensed professionals include design 
professionals, attorneys, and 
expediters. A tradesperson must have 
an active Philadelphia license for their 
trade or hold a PA Home Improvement 
Contractor Registration. 

Email Phone 

Design Professional in 
Responsible  Charge
Identify the P - licensed design 

PA License # 

Email Phone 

 Phila. Commercial Activity License # 

(f) Description of Work

(c) Earth Disturbance

Area of Earth Disturbance  (Sq. Ft.) 

(g) Project Conditions
 Project Impacts Street/Right-of-Way        New High Rise   Green Roof Included  

  Modular Construction   Façade Work             Initial Fit Out of Newly Constructed Space 

Check box if this application is part of a project and provide project number: PR- 2  0     -

Check box if new owner is being listed   

1219 N 4th Street, Philadelphia PA

jlr@continuum-architecture.com 2 1 5 6 2 7 3 8 4 5

7-single family & rehab of existing single family

3-story with basement garage

the construction of 7-single family homes

and the rehab of one existing single family residence

147 Sumac Street

Judy Robinson Continuum Architecture &
✔

Deborah Gribbin

same as applicant

344769

✔

✔ ✔

13000

3123 average 3267

✔
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Job Number: (for office use only) 

(PERMIT TYPE PREFIX – YEAR – NUMBER) 

***DO NOT MAIL THIS APPLICATION*** 

P_001_F  

 

RP or CP- 2  0   -

Building      Mechanical & Fuel Gas     Electrical       Plumbing      Fire Suppression  

6 

(a) Select all disciplines of work
for which permits are being
requested. If ‘Building’ is not
requested, provide the number
of the associated permit that
was previously issued (where
applicable). If a Zoning Permit
was issued for this work, provide
the related permit number.

(b) Identify the general
contractor and estimated cost of
building construction.

(c) Identify the mechanical 
contractor, estimated cost of 
mechanical work, equipment
type, and quantity as:

Number of registers/
diffusers (separate 
new/relocated) 
Number of appliances
Number of Type I /
Type II kitchen hoods

Where fuel gas work is included, 
note the estimated cost of fuel 
gas work. 

(d) Identify the licensed
electrical contractor, estimated 
cost of electrical work, and a 
registered third-party electrical 
inspection agency.

(e) Identify the registered master
plumber, estimated cost of 
plumbing work, number of
fixtures, and check location of
work as:

Interior 
Exterior Drainage and/or 
Water Distribution 

(f) Identify the licensed fire
suppression contractor,
estimated cost of fire
suppression work, and number
of devices:

Sprinkler Heads
(separate new/
relocated quantities) 
Standpipes
Fire Pumps
Stand-alone Backflow 
Prevention Devices
Kitchen Extinguishing 
Systems
Hydrants

*ROUGH-IN NOTICE: If you are
seeking a rough-in permit, an 
application for plan review must
be submitted already.

Name Cost of Building Work $ 

Project Details & 
Contractor Information (a) Check all that apply:

Phone License Number 

(b) General Building Construction Contractor Information

Note: Trades listed below are mandatory for all residential 
   new construction jobs. 

(c) Mechanical/Fuel Gas Work & Contractor Information

(d) Electrical Work & Contractor Information

(e) Plumbing Work & Contractor Information

(f) Fire Suppression Work & Contractor Information

Cost of Mechanical Work $ 

Cost of Plumbing Work $ 

Cost of Fire Supp. Work $ 

Number of Fixtures 

Equipment Types: 

Interior Work Exterior Building Drainage 

Exterior Water Distribution; line size                       (in.) 

Name 

License Number 

Name 

License Number 

Third-Party Inspection Agency Name 

Name 

License Number 

Name 

License Number 

Declaration & Signature 
 All provisions of the uilding ode and other City ordinances will be complied with, whether specified herein or not. Plans approved by the Department form a 
part of this application. I hereby certify that the statements contained herein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I further certify that I am 
authorized by the owner to make the foregoing application, and that, before I accept my permit for which this application is made, the owner shall be made aware 
of all conditions of the permit. I understand that if I knowingly make any false statements herein  I am subject to such penalties as may be prescribed by law or 
ordinance, inclusive of the penalties contained in 18 Pa. C.S. § 4904. 

Applicant Signature:_____________________________________________________________     Date: __________ / __________ /___________________ 

Sprinkler Heads:          Standpipes:          Fire Pumps:          

Phone 

Phone 

Phone 

Phone 

Cost of Electrical Work $ 

Provide the associated Zoning Permit number for this construction, if applicable: ZP- 2  0       -

Cost of Fuel Gas Work $ 

Equipment Detail & Quantities 

Registers / Diffusers           Appliances           Hoods 

Commercial Kitchen Systems: Backflow Devices: Hydrants:  

6 

     New Installation    Alteration  *Rough-In

     New Installation    Alteration *Rough-In

     New Installation    Alteration *Rough-In

Check one: 

Ebuilt, LLC

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

01 10 2020

✔
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