
ADDRESS: 1734-54 W THOMPSON ST 
Name of Resource: Church of the Gesu 
Proposed Action: Designation   
Property Owner: St. Joseph’s Preparatory School 
Nominator: Celeste Morello, MS, MA 
Staff Contact: Megan Cross Schmitt, megan.schmitt@phila.gov, 215-686-7660  
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the property at 1734-54 W. Thompson Street 
and list it on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The nomination contends that the 
building satisfies Criteria for Designation D and E. Under Criterion D, the nomination describes 
the Church of the Gesu as “High Victorian Baroque,” stating that it “expresses the intellectual, 
yet contemporary taste of the late 19th century with the combination of styles.” The nomination 
argues that the church, constructed 1879-1888, is also an interesting example of the association 
the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) has had with Baroque architecture since the 1500s. Under 
Criterion E, the nomination recognizes that architect Edwin F. Durang was highly regarded as 
“insightful [and] thoroughly professional,” and well known for his work on Catholic churches 
throughout Philadelphia. It contends that Durang’s design for the Church of the Gesu is his 
“American representation of the Baroque, a ‘Roman Catholic’ style.”   
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the 
property at 1734-54 W. Thompson Street satisfies Criteria for Designation D and E.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo courtesy of the Philadelphia Church Project 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION 
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

 
18 SEPTEMBER 2019, 9:30 A.M. 

1515 ARCH STREET, ROOM 18-029 
EMILY COOPERMAN, CHAIR 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
START TIME IN AUDIO RECORDING: 00:00:00 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m. The following Committee members joined 
her:  
  

Committee Member Present Absent Comment 

Emily Cooperman, Ph.D., chair X   
Suzanna Barucco X   
Jeff Cohen, Ph.D.  X  
Bruce Laverty X   
Elizabeth Milroy, Ph.D. X   

Douglas Mooney X  
Departed 

10:50 
 
The following staff members were present: 
 Jonathan Farnham, Executive Director 

Kim Chantry, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Laura DiPasquale, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Meredith Keller, Historic Preservation Planner II 
Allyson Mehley, Historic Preservation Planner I 
Megan Schmitt, Historic Preservation Planner I 

 
The following persons were present: 

Harrison Haas, Esq., Cozen O’Connor 
Sue Patterson, Penn Knox Neighborhood Association 
David Burkholder, Wisler Pearlstine 
Gabor Antalics 
Patrick Grossi, Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia  
Joseph Catuzzi, Esq., Stradley Ronon 
Richard Scanlan, St. Joseph’s Preparatory School 
Arielle Harris, Keeping Society 
David S. Traub, Save Our Sites 
J.M. Duffin, Keeping Society 
Theresa Stuhlman, Parks and Recreation 
Celeste Morello, American historian and criminologist 

 Mike Cassidy, MRP 
Alex Balloon, Tacony CDC 
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ITEM: MATERNITY BVM CHURCH IN PENNYPACK PARK 
MOTION: Designate, Criteria D and J 
MOVED BY: Barucco 
SECONDED BY: Mooney  

VOTE 
Committee Member Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent 

Emily Cooperman, chair X     
Suzanna Barucco X     
Jeff Cohen     X 
Bruce Laverty X     
Elizabeth Milroy X     
Douglas Mooney X     

Total 5    1 

 
 
ADDRESS: 1734-54 W THOMPSON ST  
Name of Resource: Church of the Gesu  
Proposed Action: Designation  
Property Owner: St. Joseph’s Preparatory School  
Nominator: Celeste Morello 
Staff Contact: Megan Cross Schmitt, megan.schmitt@phila.gov, 215-686-7660  
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the property at 1734-54 W. Thompson Street 
and list it on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The nomination contends that the 
building satisfies Criteria for Designation D and E. Under Criterion D, the nomination describes 
the Church of the Gesu as “High Victorian Baroque,” stating that it “expresses the intellectual, 
yet contemporary taste of the late nineteenth century with the combination of styles.” The 
nomination argues that the church, constructed 1879-1888, is also an interesting example of the 
association the Society of Jesus, the Jesuits, has had with Baroque architecture since the 
1500s. Under Criterion E, the nomination recognizes that architect Edwin F. Durang was highly 
regarded as “insightful [and] thoroughly professional,” and well known for his work on Catholic 
churches throughout Philadelphia. It contends that Durang’s design for the Church of the Gesu 
is his “American representation of the Baroque, a ‘Roman Catholic’ style.”  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the 
property at 1734-54 W. Thompson Street satisfies Criteria for Designation D and E. 
 
START TIME OF DISCUSSION IN AUDIO RECORDING: 00:53:44 
 

PRESENTERS:  
 Ms. Schmitt presented the nomination to the Committee on Historic Designation. 
 Celeste Morello represented the nomination.  
 Attorney Joseph Catuzzi represented the property owner. 

 
DISCUSSION: 

 Mr. Cantuzzi stated that his client would like the Committee’s review of the 
nomination to be continued to allow time for his client to better understand the 
nomination and the implications of designation. He noted that the Committee 
recommended in favor of granting several continuance requests at the start of the 
meeting. Ms. Cooperman rejected the applicant’s request for a continuance, 
asserting that the Committee had already started its review of the nomination. Mr. 
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Cantuzzi respectfully asked that the Committee consider his request and again noted 
that the Committee had supported several other continuance requests during the 
meeting. Ms. Cooperman denied his request and stated that the Committee would 
continue with its review. 

o Ms. Morello claimed that there was no reason for a continuance, adding that 
the property should have been designated years ago. She stated that the 
attorney was providing “silly reasons” for the continuance that “have nothing 
to do with” the nomination.  

o Mr. Cantuzzi stated that his client is a non-profit, educational institution that 
has no intention of altering the building during the continuance. He stated that 
he was simply asking for the same consideration that had been given others. 
He stated that he and his client cannot participate effectively in the discussion 
if they have not had time to review the nomination and explore the 
implications of designation. 

o Ms. Cooperman denied his request. 
o The Committee informed the applicant that he was welcome to make his 

continuance request directly to the Commission after the Committee had 
deliberated and made its recommendation. 

 Mr. Cantuzzi thanked the Committee for its time and consideration. He said that he 
wanted to provide the Committee with a brief overview of St. Joseph’s Preparatory 
School, remarking that the school’s ties to Philadelphia dated back to 1851. 

o Mr. Cantuzzi noted for the record the significant cost associated with 
maintaining the many buildings and facilities that were located on the school’s 
campus and expressed the owner’s serious concerns about the availability of 
resources. 

o Mr. Cantuzzi clarified that the Church of the Gesu is privately used by the 
school on approximately one dozen occasions throughout the year, primarily 
for school masses and events. He explained that the church was not open to 
the public or used as an operational parish. 

o Mr. Cantuzzi informed the Committee that the church building was physically 
integrated into the adjacent buildings. He noted that the entire roof had been 
replaced in 2005.  

o Mr. Cantuzzi also added that the property owner had concerns about the 
scope of the designation as proposed in the nomination because the parcel 
includes other buildings that are connected to the church. 

 Mr. Cantuzzi stated that he had a document that he wanted to submit to the 
Committee that provided additional information about the school and its facilities. 

o Ms. Cooperman told Mr. Cantuzzi that the Committee could not accept the 
document because it had not been previously submitted to the Historical 
Commission staff and made available to the public. The Committee 
recommended that he retain the document and provide it to the Historical 
Commission. 

o Mr. Cantuzzi responded that the school did not initiate the nomination and 
has been scrambling to respond to it. He again noted that his client needed 
additional time to prepare for the review. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 Patrick Grossi of the Preservation Alliance supported the nomination. 
 David Traub of Save Our Sites supported the nomination. 
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 James Duffin of the Keeping Society supported the nomination but suggested that 
the property owner should be given an opportunity to understand the implications of 
designation. 

 
COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS:  
The Committee on Historic Designation found that: 

 The subject building was a fascinating example of the “colonization” of styles. 
 The original Church of the Gesu in Rome is a part of a much larger complex 

surrounded by attached buildings, similar to the subject building. 
 The building was an important and prominent landmark in the neighborhood 

therefore the Committee should consider adding Criterion H to its significance. 
 
The Committee on Historic Designation concluded that: 

 Owing to its association with the prolific architect Edwin F. Durang, the building at 
1734-54 W. Thompson Street satisfies Criteria A and E. 

 The building exemplifies the High Victorian Baroque style of architecture, satisfying 
Criterion D. 

 The building is an important and prominent landmark within its context, satisfying 
Criterion H. 

 
COMMITTEE ON HISTORIC DESIGNATION RECOMMENDATION: The Committee on Historic 
Designation voted to recommend that the nomination demonstrates that the property at 1734-54 
W. Thompson Street satisfies Criteria for Designation A, D, E, and H.  
 
ITEM: 1734-54 W THOMPSON ST 
MOTION: Designate, Criteria A, D, E, and H 
MOVED BY: Laverty 
SECONDED BY: Mooney  

VOTE 
Committee Member Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent 

Emily Cooperman, chair X     
Suzanna Barucco X     
Jeff Cohen     X 
Bruce Laverty X     
Elizabeth Milroy X     
Douglas Mooney X     

Total 5    1 

 
 
Mr. Mooney excused himself from the meeting.  
 
  



1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address) 
  Street address:__________________________________________________________________ 

  Postal code:_______________   

2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 
  Historic Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

  Current/Common Name:___________________________________________________________

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 
  Building   Structure   Site   Object 

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION 
  Condition:  excellent  good  fair  poor ruins 

  Occupancy:  occupied  vacant  under construction   unknown 

  Current use:____________________________________________________________________

  

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Please attach a narrative description and site/plot plan of the resource’s boundaries. 

6. DESCRIPTION  
Please attach a narrative description and photographs of the resource’s physical appearance, site, setting, 
and surroundings.  

7. SIGNIFICANCE  
Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource satisfies. 

Period of Significance (from year to year): from _________ to _________ 

  Date(s) of construction and/or alteration:______________________________________________ 

  Architect, engineer, and/or designer:_________________________________________________ 

  Builder, contractor, and/or artisan:___________________________________________________ 

  Original owner:__________________________________________________________________ 

Other significant persons:__________________________________________________________

1734-54 W. Thompson Street
19121

Church of the Gesu
same

✔

✔

✔

Active worship site

1878 1895

1879-88; towers, 1895
Edwin F. Durang (1829-1911)

Thomas Reilly
Saint Joseph College



CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION: 
The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):

(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; or,
(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation;
or,
(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,
(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,
(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,
(g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,
(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,
(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or
(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Please attach a bibliography.

9. NOMINATOR

Organization______________________________________Date________________________________

Name with Title__________________________________ Email________________________________ 

Street Address____________________________________Telephone____________________________

City, State, and Postal Code______________________________________________________________ 

Nominator is  is not the property owner. 

PHC USE ONLY 
Date of Receipt:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Correct-Complete    Date:_________________________________

Date of Notice Issuance: ___________________________________________________ 

Property Owner at Time of Notice: 

 Name:_________________________________________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

 City:_______________________________________ State:____ Postal Code:_________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:____________________________________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:______________________________________________

Date of Final Action:__________________________________________________________ 

  Designated   Rejected             12/7/18 

Celeste Morello, MS, MA

1234 South Sheridan Street 215.334.6008

Philadelphia, PA 19147-4820

✔

March 8, 2019

✔ August 15, 2019Incorrect-Incomplete 

_____August 15,_________2019

Saint Joseph's Preparatory School
1733 W. Girard Avenue

Philadelphia PA 19130

✔
✔



5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

This nomination proposes to designate Church of the Gesu, one building on a larger parcel of 1734-54 
W. Thompson Street that currently includes the church and several attached buildings. The overall 
parcel is bounded by W. Thompson Street at the north, a plaza at the south, N. 18th Street at the west, 
and additional church property at the east.  
 

 
 
The boundary of the church building begins approximately 60 feet southwest from the southeast corner 
of W. Thompson Street and N. 18th Street. The proposed boundary includes the footprint of the church, 
with a perimeter buffer. The Philadelphia Historical Commission would not have purview over the 
adjacent buildings, including the five-story brick building immediately to the north of the church 
building. 
 

 

Beginning 60’ southwest 
from the southeast corner 
of W. Thompson St and N. 
18th St 

Approx. 121’ 

Approx. 219’ 

Approx. 121’ 

Approx. 219’ 
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