
ADDRESS: 2035 DELANCEY PL 
Proposal: Construct rooftop deck, pilot house, and exterior stair 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Richard G. Phillips, Jr. 
Applicant: Kyle Lissack, Pinemar Inc. 
History: c. 1865  
Individual Designation: 1/6/1972 
District Designation: Rittenhouse Fitler Historic District, Contributing, 2/8/1995 
Staff Contact: Allyson.Mehley@phila.gov, 215-686-7660 

 
BACKGROUND:  
This application proposes to build a rooftop deck at 2035 Delancey Place, a five-story rowhouse 
located in the Rittenhouse Fitler Historic District. The deck will be constructed over the existing 
low-pitch roof and will be set back from the front elevation approximately eight feet. The deck 
will be accessed by a pilot house and spiral stair.  
 
An existing elevator shaft will be extended to enable access to the roof deck. Owing to the 
added height of the 10-foot pilot house, the rear brick chimney will be extended up above the 
pilot house to meet building code. The rear elevation is visible from Cypress Street, a service 
alley. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK 

 Construct rooftop deck and pilot house 

 Extend elevator shaft to deck level 

 Extend existing brick chimney 

 Add spiral stair to allow egress between third floor and roof deck 
 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

 Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spacial 
relationships that characterize a property will be avoided. 

o The rear roofline is proposed to be raised and the height of the mansard roof 
changed. This eliminates the historic roofline and alters the proportions of the 
mansard roof. 

 Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o Construction of the roof deck and extension of the elevator shaft should not alter 
historic roofline. The new construction must be differentiated in material from the 
slate of the mansard. 

 Standard 10: New additions or adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in 
such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment would be impaired. 

o The proposed deck does not permanently alter the roof’s historic roof and the 
proposed new construction could be removed in the future. 
 



STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval pursuant to Standards 2, 9, and 10 with the following 
changes to the proposed application: 
 

 Existing roofline at the top of mansard remains in place. 

 A different cladding material, such as stucco, is used for the extension of the elevator 
shaft and pilot house. 

 A black metal picket railing is used in place of the glass railing. 

 




































