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ADDRESS: 418 SPRUCE ST
Proposal: Renovate rowhouse; construct addition
Review Requested: Final Approval
Owner: Society Hill Synagogue
Applicant: Christian Kaulius, Brawer & Hauptman Architects
History: c. 1829-30; Society Hill Synagogue/Spruce Street Baptist Church; Thomas U. Walter; 
1851, new façade; 1968, restored by Henry J. Magaziner; 1985, rear addition
Individual Designation: 4/30/1957
District Designation: Society Hill Historic District, Significant, 3/10/1999
Staff Contact: Allyson.Mehley@phila.gov, 215-686-7660

BACKGROUND:  
This application proposes the conversion of an eighteenth-century rowhouse to include
classrooms, a nursery school, and restrooms. The rowhouse will connect to the Society Hill 
Synagogue building to the east through a proposed two-story link. No changes are proposed to 
the visible exterior of the rowhouse with the exception of the roof, which will be re-roofed with 
asphalt shingles. Existing windows and doors will remain. A narrow alley separates the 
rowhouse and synagogue.

The two-story link will have a simple glass exterior with clear finish aluminum mullions. The link 
will serve as a two-story lobby at both levels, house an elevator, and provide accessibility for the 
restrooms in the townhouse. No changes will be made to the visible exterior of the synagogue.
On the interior of the link, limited alterations will be made to the synagogue’s west wall.

Exterior signage is proposed to include pin-mounted letters on a stone veneer adjacent to the 
link’s entrance.

A similar project for 418 Spruce Street was approved in concept by the Historical Commission at 
the 13 July 2007 meeting. That proposal was more extensive and required the demolition of the 
townhouse’s rear ell, piazza, and rear wall of the main block. A three-story addition was 
proposed to the south and east of the remaining section of the rowhouse, infilling the alley and 
linking to the west façade of the synagogue. As the proposed scope of work in this application 
has significantly less impact on the building than the 2007 proposal, the applicant is requesting 
final approval.

SCOPE OF WORK
Construct two-story glazed connector link between synagogue and rowhouse.
Demolish masonry wall between synagogue and rowhouse.
Renovate interior with no work to front facades.
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STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 5: Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or 
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.

o The demolition required to complete this project will have limited impact to the 
distinctive features and finishes of the synagogue’s west wall. Based on drawings 
submitted, historic windows and window openings will be maintained.

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

o The height of the glass and aluminum link is shorter than the synagogue and 
rowhouse.

o The front elevation of the proposed link is set back from the front elevations of 
the synagogue and rowhouse.

o The proposed materials differentiate the two-story link from the historic masonry 
of the two buildings.

Standard 10: New additions or adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in 
such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic property and its environment would be impaired.

o The proposed link has a limited impact to the overall historic form and integrity of 
the synagogue and rowhouse. If this connector was removed in the future, the 
historic form and integrity of the buildings could be restored.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval pursuant to Standards 5, 9, and 10.
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IMAGES:

Image 1: View of front façades of synagogue and rowhouse along Spruce Street.

Image 2: View of synagogue’s west elevation. 
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Image 3: Rear view of buildings.
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Michael Hauptman

Expansion of existing house of worship and accessory uses from 418 Spruce into 430 Spruce 1,500,000.00

No contractor selected at time of submission

mhauptman@
brawerhauptman.com
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The project consists on the refitting of an existing rowhome, currently a residential building, into a space that will house, 

classrooms, gathering spaces, a new stair and an elevator. A new enclosure will be constructed between the synagogue

and the rowhome which will connect both buildings and serve as a lobby space for both as well as circulation on the upper

floors. Modifications to some existing spaces within the synagogue will also be part of the project scope, including

demolition of rooms on the lower level, new ceilings and floor finishes.  This project will be partially sprinklered - the row

home and connecting addition will be fully sprinklered while the existing worship space will remain (unsprinklered).
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