
 
 

1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address) 

  Street address:__________________________________________________________________ 

  Postal code:_______________   

  
 
 2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 
  Historic Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

  Current/Common Name:___________________________________________________________ 

 
 

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 
   Building   Structure   Site   Object 

 
 

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION 
  Condition:  excellent  good  fair   poor  ruins 

  Occupancy:  occupied  vacant  under construction   unknown 

  Current use:____________________________________________________________________ 

  
  

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
Please attach a narrative description and site/plot plan of the resource’s boundaries. 

  
 

6. DESCRIPTION  
Please attach a narrative description and photographs of the resource’s physical appearance, site, setting, 
and surroundings.  

 
 

7. SIGNIFICANCE  
Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource satisfies. 

Period of Significance (from year to year): from _________ to _________ 

  Date(s) of construction and/or alteration:______________________________________________ 

  Architect, engineer, and/or designer:_________________________________________________ 

  Builder, contractor, and/or artisan:___________________________________________________ 

  Original owner:__________________________________________________________________ 

 Other significant persons:__________________________________________________________

2100 S. 21st Street 
 19145 

St. Edmond of Abingdon Roman Catholic Church 

“St. Edmond’s” 

1935 1923 
1923; finished/dedicated 1935 

George I. Lovatt, Sr. 
 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
 

Active worship site 



CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION: 
The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply): 

 (a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural 
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person 
significant in the past; or, 

 (b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation; 
or, 

 (c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or, 
 (d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or, 
 (e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work 

has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of 
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or, 

 (f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant 
innovation; or, 

 (g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved 
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or, 

 (h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and 
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or, 

 (i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or 
 (j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community. 

 
 

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
  Please attach a bibliography. 
 
 

9. NOMINATOR 
  

Organization______________________________________Date________________________________ 
 
Name with Title__________________________________ Email________________________________ 

  
Street Address____________________________________Telephone____________________________ 
 

 City, State, and Postal Code______________________________________________________________ 
  

Nominator  is  is not the property owner. 
 

PHC USE ONLY 
Date of Receipt:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 Correct-Complete  Incorrect-Incomplete  Date:_________________________________ 

Date of Notice Issuance:_________________________________________________________________ 

Property Owner at Time of Notice: 

 Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 City:_______________________________________ State:____ Postal Code:_________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:____________________________________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:______________________________________________ 

Date of Final Action:__________________________________________________________ 

  Designated   Rejected             12/7/18 

Celeste A. Morello 

215-334-6008 1234 S. Sheridan Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19147 

June 5, 2019 

November 1, 2019 
November 4, 2019 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia, St. Edmonds Church 

1732 Race Street 

19103 PA Philadelphia 

 
 

 

n/a 

 June 5, 2019 



-3- (Staff supplemented) 
 

Boundary Description: 
 
Situate on the Southwest corner of Snyder Avenue and S. 21st Street. Containing in front or breadth on the 

said Snyder Avenue 105 feet and extending of that width in length or depth Southward between parallel 

lines at right angles with the said Snyder Avenue 387 feet to Jackson Street. Being 2100 S. 21st Street.  

 

 
Boundary outline of 2100 S. 21st Street. Base map source: City Atlas. 



















Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Primary (north) façade from S. 21st Street and Snyder Avenue, September 2019. 

 
Main entrance on Snyder Avenue, September 2019. 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Rose window above main entrance, September 2019. 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Northwest corner of church building, view from corner of Norwood Street and Snyder Avenue, September 2019. 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
West elevation of church on Norwood Street, September 2019. 

 
Rear (south) elevation of church from Norwood Street, September 2019.  



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Rear (south) and side (east) elevations on S. 21st Street, September 2019. 

 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Courtyard between church and rectory on S. 21st Street, September 2019.  

 
Side (east) elevation of church from S. 21st Street, September 2019.  



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Rectory entrance on S. 21st Street, September 2019.  



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Side (south) elevation of rectory from S. 21st Street, September 2019.  

 
Rear (west) elevation of rectory from Norwood Street, September 2019.  





 Staff Supplemented: Criterion D  

Criterion D: Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen. 
 
St. Edmond of Abingdon Roman Catholic Church and Rectory embody distinguishing characteristics of 

the Romanesque Revival and Italian Renaissance Revival styles of architecture. According to the 

“Souvenir of the Golden Jubilee of Saint Edmond’s Parish” booklet, the exterior of Saint Edmond’s 

Church is of Romanesque architecture and the interior (not included for historic designation) is an early 

Italian Renaissance with a touch of the late Romanesque. The description states that this combination is 

not so often used in this country, two styles in one building. It is explained that two architects designed 

it at different times, George I. Lovatt for the exterior and Henry D. Dagit and Sons for the interior.  

According to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission’s Architectural Field Guide, the 

Romanesque Revival style was introduced in the United States in the mid-19th century, as architectural 

ideas from Europe, based on the buildings of ancient Rome, were imported here. Only a few public 

buildings were built in this style until the talented and influential American architect Henry Hobson 

Richardson embraced the style in the 1870s and 1880s.  

Buildings of Romanesque Revival style are most easily identified by their pronounced round arches and 

heavy, massive stone or brick construction. Most have round towers, squat columns and decorative 

plaques with intricate or interlacing patterns. With its strong sense of gravity and permanence, the 

Romanesque Revival style was especially suited to churches, university buildings, prisons and other 

public buildings. 

According to A Field Guide to American Houses by Virginia and Lee McAlester, the Italian Renaissance 

Revival style developed in the United States at the end of the nineteenth century and remained popular 

until about 1930, especially in the northeastern states. Like other classically-inspired styles, the Italian 

Renaissance Revival style drew inspiration from Italy and, more broadly, the ancient world. The formal, 

classical style developed in direct contrast to the medieval forms and vocabularies of other popular 

styles of the time like the asymmetrical Romanesque Revival and Queen Anne styles. The Italian 

Renaissance Revival style as well as the earlier Italianate style were modeled on the fifteenth and 

sixteenth-century buildings of the Italian Renaissance. However, Italian Renaissance Revival style 

buildings are much closer stylistically to the original forms than the earlier Italianate style, which capture 

the feeling if not the details. This additional authenticity may be attributable to a greater familiarity with 

actual Renaissance buildings that resulted from greater opportunities for travel to Italy as well as greater 

availability of scholarly works on Renaissance architecture, many of which included photographs.  



 Staff Supplemented: Criterion D  

The characteristic features of the Italian Renaissance Revival style include formality, an imposing scale, 

vertical symmetry, round-arch door and window openings, and classical detailing such as columns, 

pilasters, entablatures, and pediments. Most buildings in the style are clad with masonry, usually ashlar 

stone. First floors may be clad in rusticated stone. The elegant style was most often used for grand, 

architect-designed structures such as institutional and civic buildings. Buildings in the style are often 

found in urban settings.  

Distinguishing characteristics of the Romanesque Revival utilized on St. Edmond’s includes its masonry 

construction with polychromatic detailing, round arches at entrances, and its round tower at the rear of 

the church. Distinguishing characteristics of the Italian Renaissance Revival utilized on St. Edmond’s 

includes its imposing verticality, round-arch openings, clay tile roof, and classical detailing at entrance 

and other masonry openings.  

See following pages for an account of the “Christian” architectural style from the 5th to 6th centuries, 

which provided the historic precedent for these Revival styles of architecture.  
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McAlester, Virginia, and Lee McAlester. “Italian Renaissance.” A Field Guide to American Houses (New
     York: Knopf, 1997): 396-407.
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