
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
October/November 2019 

ADDRESS: 3001 BYBERRY RD 
Proposal: Construct one-story addition and ADA ramp 
Review Requested: Review In Concept 
Owner: Trustees of the Byberry Friends Meeting 
Applicant: Kate Cowing, Kate Cowing Architect, LLC 
History: 1808; Byberry Friends Meeting House 
Individual Designation: 9/12/1974 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Randal Baron, randal.baron@phila.gov, 215-686-7660 
 
BACKGROUND:  
The applicant proposes to add a single-story ADA-compliant structure with a restroom, kitchen, 
and function room to the historic meetinghouse. Although there is a garage addition at the rear 
that could perhaps be adapted, that structure has a much lower floor level, which poses 
accessibility problems. In addition, the applicants are trying to avoid obstructing rear windows or 
destroying the old stepped pews in the interior. This new structure includes large windows that 
are incompatible and covers a large area of the side façade. The staff recommends the 
exploration of building a separate structure along the driveway with a transparent linking 
structure that connects to the same door on the side of the meetinghouse. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK:  

• Construct single-story addition along the side façade of the meetinghouse. 
 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o The proposed addition partially complies with this Standard. However, it could 
perhaps be improved by orienting it along the driveway, connecting with a glazed 
link and using more compatible fenestration. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, provided the suggestions are explored, with the staff to 
review details, pursuant to Standard 9. 

 
 
  



APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT
APPLICATION # ____________________________________________

(Please complete all information below and print clearly)

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES AND INSPECTIONS
MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING – CONCOURSE

1401 JOHN F. KENNEDY BOULEVARD
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102

For more information visit us at www.phila.gov/li
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION:

APPLICANT:

_________________________________________________________
COMPANY NAME:
_________________________________________________________

PHONE # FAX #

APPLICANT’S ADDRESS:

_____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

LICENSE # E-MAIL:
PROPERTY OWNER’S NAME:
_______________________________________________

PHONE # FAX # 

PROPERTY OWNER’S ADDRESS:
_________________________________________________

ARCHITECT/ENGINEER IN RESPONSIBLE CHARGE:

___________________________________________________________
ARCHITECT/ENGINEERING FIRM:

___________________________________________________________

PHONE # FAX # 

ARCHITECT/ENGINEERING FIRM ADDRESS:

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

LICENSE # E-MAIL:
CONTRACTOR:

___________________________________________________________
CONTRACTING COMPANY:
___________________________________________________________

PHONE # FAX # 

CONTRACTING COMPANY ADDRESS:

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

LICENSE # E-MAIL:
USE OF BUILDING/SPACE: ESTIMATED COST OF WORK

$ ______________________
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WORK:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOTAL AREA UNDERGOING CONSTRUCTION: _______________________________square feet

COMPLETE THESE ITEMS IF APPLICABLE TO THIS APPLICATION:

# OF NEW SPRINKLER HEADS (suppression system permits only): _____________   LOCATION OF SPRINKLERS: _________________________

# OF NEW REGISTERS/DIFFUSERS (hvac/ductwork permits only): ______________   LOCATION OF STANDPIPES: _________________________

IS THIS APPLICATION IN RESPONSE TO A VIOLATION? NO YES VIOLATION #: ________________________

All provisions of the building code and other City ordinances will be complied with, whether specified herein or not.  Plans approved by the Department form a part of this 
application.  I hereby certify that the statements contained herein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  I further certify that I am authorized by the owner to 
make the foregoing application, and that, before I accept my permit for which this application is made, the owner shall be made aware of all conditions of the permit.  I understand 
that if I knowingly make any false statement herein I am subject to such penalties as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE:                                                                                              DATE: _______/_______/_______

(81-3 Rev 5/04)

3001 Byberry Rd, Philadelphia, PA 19154

Kate Cowing

Kate Cowing Architect, LLC

(215) 876-0808

736 Judson St, Philadelphia, PA 19130

770430 kcowing@cowingarchitect.com

Trustees of the Byberry Friends Meeting 3001 Byberry Rd, Philadelphia, PA 19154

Kate Cowing

Kate Cowing Architect, LLC

(215) 876-0808

736 Judson St, Philadelphia, PA 19130

770430 kcowing@cowingarchitect.com

Place of Worship

Construction of a one-story addition on the northwest side of the existing building. The addition will include two unisex toilet rooms, one of which will

be ADA compliant, a kitchette and a multi-purpose room. An exterior ADA compliant ramp will lead from the existing parking lot to the addition.

830.00

Oct 01 2019
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