NOMINATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING, STRUCTURE, SITE, OR OBJECT
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PHILADELPHIA HiISTORICAL COMMISSION

SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM (CD, EMAIL, FLASH DRIVE)
ELECTRONIC FILES MUST BE WORD OR WORD COMPATIBLE

1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address)
Street address:1001-19 N. 5th Street (Church only; no other contributing building)
Postal code; 19123

2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
Historic Name: St. Peter the Apostle Roman Catholic Church

Current/Common Name: Same

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
Building [ ] Structure [ ] Site [ ] Object

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION
Condition: [ ] excellent good [ ] fair (] poor (] ruins
Occupancy: occupied [ ] vacant [] under construction [] unknown
Current use: Church

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Please attach a narrative description and site/plot plan of the resource’s boundaries.

6. DESCRIPTION
Please attach a narrative description and photographs of the resource’s physical appearance, site, setting,
and surroundings.

7. SIGNIFICANCE
Please attach a narrative Statement of Significance citing the Criteria for Designation the resource satisfies.
Period of Significance (from year to year): from 1895 to 1901
Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: 1895-97; dedicated, 1901

Architect, engineer, and/or designer: Edwin Forrest Durang

Builder, contractor, and/or artisan: Frank J. Colgan and Thomas McCarty

Original owner: €ongregation, Most Holy Redeemer (Redemptorists); St. Peter RC Church
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CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION:

The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):

(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; or,

(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation;
or,

(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,

(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,

(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,

(9) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,

() Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or

(i) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.
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8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Please attach a bibliography.

9. NOMINATOR

Organization Date
Name with Title Celeste Morello, MS, MA Email
Street Address 1234 S. Sheridan Street Telephone 215.334.6008

Nominator [_] is is not the property owner.

PHC USE ONLY
Date of Receipt; July 23, 2019
Correct-Complete [] Incorrect-Incomplete Date: August 16, 2019
Date of Notice Issuance: August 16, 2019

Property Owner at Time of Notice:
Name: Saint Peters Roman Catholic Church

Address: 1005 N. 5th Street

City: Philadelphia State: PA Postal Code: 19123
Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation: _ September 18, 2019

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:__October 11, 2019
Date of Final Action: __October 11, 2019

Designated [ ] Rejected 12/7/18
g )
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This nomination proposes to designate St. Peter the Apostle Roman Catholic Church, one building on a
larger parcel of 1001-19 N. 5th Street that currently includes the church and several buildings. The
overall parcel is bounded by W. Girard Avenue at the north, a parking lot at the south, N. 5th Street at
the west, and N. Lawrence Street at the east.

Above: The church is outlined in red, with the full property boundary outlined in white.



The boundary of the church building begins at the southeast corner of W. Girard Avenue and N. 5t
Street. The proposed boundary includes the footprint of the church, with a perimeter buffer.

Beginning at the southeast
corner of W. Girard Ave
and N. 5" st

Approx. 195’

Approx. 106’

Approx. 106’

Approx. 195’
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CIFIC BOUNDARIES OF NOMINATION:
Below is the nominated St. Peter the Apostle Roman Catholic

h in outline, as the Durang design. Presently, several ex-
ons are attached to the church's south side: an atrium,

" Shrine shop, former Shrine shop attached to the rectory's

north side, and new museum accessed through the lobby or atrium.

ker i

An official Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission mar-

s at the Girard Avenue/north side greenspace and reads from

its March 28, 1981 dedication:

ST. JOHN NEUMANN

Here lie the remains of the first male American saint, can-
onizeldl im 1977. Born 1811 in Bohemia, he came to the U.sS.
in 1836. A devoted Redemptorist prlest he became fourth
Bishop of Philadelphia, 1852, and set up nation's first
Catholic diocesan school system. Died, 1860.
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These two papal decrees are in the new St. John N. Neumann
Museum, adjacent to St. Peter's Church. One decree declared Ney-
mann's beatification which means that his entire life was "intensely
scrutinized by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints." The
beatification entitled Neumann to be called "Blessed." The other
decree certified Neumann as a '"Saint" because "two miracles were
ascribed to his intercession...ordinarily bs authenticated by the
Church" and then finalized in a canonization. The two medical mira-
cles attributed to Neumann were made by non-Catholic doctors.

Citation found in: The Essential Catholic Handbook. Liguori, Mis-
souri: Liguori Press, 1997, pp. 141 and 152.

The same general deflnltlons of the beatification and canoni-
zation processes may be found in other Catholic publications.



DESCRIPTION:

St. Peter the Apostle Roman Catholic Church is a Romanesque
interpretation by architect Edwin F. Durang with a basilican plan.
Constructed of Port Deposit taupe-colored granite with dark roof,
steeple and conical tops of the turrets, there is pale-colored
stone trim running horizontally across the three bays at the fa-
cade, at the round arches of the windows, sills, capitals and bases
of the piers and columns that add to a tri-colored, pleasing visu-
al. The facade on Fifth Street is wider than the sanctuary and
carries a "loggia'" where the three portals are located behind the
arches (on Fifth Street). These three entranceways lead to the
vestibule area of the church which carries the width of the facade.
The east part of the building has the unaltered apse with three
round arched windows to allow in the sun, rendering the ideal eas-
tern orientation for Roman Catholic church altars. A series of
openings encircle this apse under a semi-circular roof which has
a cross at the point where it meets with the pitched roof atop
the sanctuary.

The north side of the church has greenspace with statuary of
St. John Neumann and children to represent his role as founder of
the parochial school system. Farther to the west on this green-
space is the official historical marker from the Pennsylvania His-
torical and Museum Commission(1981.) Notable at this north side
is the rectangular addition at the northeast end. This is the
Chapel to Our Lady of Perpetual Help, a patron of the Redemptor-
ist order. Turrets with leaf-like layers on the conical tops are
remarkable on the corners of this extension which has the same
Port Deposit granite material, round arch windows and stone trim
as the rest of the building. In fact, everything on this church

coordinates and is very well-maintained by the Redemptorists.

ﬁAccompanying photographs by nominator Celeste A. Morello were
taken in July, 2019.



The entire St. Peter's Church is part of the parish complex
which occupies most of the block that extends from Girard Avnue
to George Street to the south, and from Fifth Street to Lawrence
Street. (Refer to aerial) Several additions extend from the
church's south side from the enclosed entrance to the new "St.
John Neumann Museum" between the church and school on Fifth Street
to ai lobby, then an atrium with a fountain and respite area. From
the atrium.is access to the rectory which is shown in the aerial
view as a squarish building at the southeast corner of the church.
Most of the church's south wall is obscured by these additions
which in no way detract from the original Durang design. The level
of the atrium does not interfere with the line of round arch win-

dows with stained glass that illuminate the sanctuary designed by
Durang.

St. Peter's steeple is in three main stages, beginning at the
base which rises from the behind the center bay where a statue of
St. Peter is im a niche at the peak of a gable. The base has a
horizontal band of stone that runs from the center of the north
and south round arch windows. Above this, is a more complex stage
with triplicate round arch aperatures divided by columns. Larger
aperatures--one in each of the square steeple's sides--are cen-
tered and beneath a steep, narrow gable behind which begins the
base of the hexagonal spire with the cross set upon an orb. One
of the more endearing details of this church building is the "lace-
like" stone trimmings that appear as cornices, under the roof lines
across the facade's two levels and at the exterior of the wide
vestibule. These and those textured cone-like tops of the narrow
turrets are accents, along with the rose window, carved "keys of
St. Peter" in the keystone of the facade's center archway and

majestic groups of stairs add to the awe in this constructilon.
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Peter's stone work

by Frank J. Colgan and his crew.

Verification of St.






NATIONAL SHRINE
. JoHN NEUMANN

MuseuM OPENING
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O Lord, my God, You
alone are the Holy One, You
alone are love. As St. John
Neumann hungered and
thirsted for Your holiness,
I open myself in trust and
ask You to give me what |
think | need, if You know it
is good for me. Amen.

St. JoHN NEUMANN

Foast Dau, ]murm'_u S

NATIONAL SHRINE or ST. JOHN NEUMANN
BtJohnNeumann.org T 213-627-3080




STATEMENT of SIGNIFICANCE:

St. Peter the Apostle Roman Catholic Church should have
been historically-designated decades ago as one of architect Ed-
win Forrest Durang's awesome and inspiring places to worship.
Numerous other Durang-designed churches have already been approved
by this Commissiom such as Our Mother of Sorrows, St. Francis Xa-
vier, St. Veromica, $%t. John the Evangelist, St. Charles Borromeo
and Nativity, Blessed Virgin Mary, among others. Durang's work
improved the image of Roman Catholics in 19th century Philadelphia
amidst the "New Migration" of the faithful who established the
national churches which he designed and also are certified by this
Commission: St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi (Italian)and St. Laurentius

(Polish)along with the African Americans' St. Peter Claver's.

Rightfully overshadowing this beautiful church's design is
the gravesite of the first male saint of the United States, St.
John N. Neumann, C.Ss.R., which has been here since his death in
1860.1 As the fourth bishop of the Philadelphia (former) diocese,
Neumann's place in secular history is his formation of the paro-
chial school system and Board of Catholic Education. Neumann's
plan for each parish to have an elementary school laid the organi-
zational ‘basis for the standard parish of church, rectory for the
priests, school and convent for the teaching nuns. Neumann was
responsible for inviting scores of new religious orders to south-
east Pennsylvania, widening the presence of Roman Catholics with
buildings and land. Neumann's hope for the Sisters of St. Francis
to specialize in the care of the sick manifested from the hospitals
they foundedzto become the St.Francis Health Systemjtoday.

—
Mahoney, D., Historical Sketches of the Catholic Churches...

2Phila.: Mahoney, 1895, p. 72.

3Ibid., p. 200.

This corporgtion was recently acquired as part of the Trinity
group of mainly Roman Catholic-based hospitals in the region.
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Most of Neumann's lifeswork is more meaningful to Roman Ca-
tholics than to others. But, his ascension to sainthood should
in no way be diminished or minimized. He had been invoked to in-
tercede to God for medical cures to the incurable. In the Phila-
delphia area, Neumann was prayed to, beseeched and then miracles
which were certified by non-Catholics, were verified. The process
towards canonization in the Roman Catholic Church in the 20th cen-
tury became more technical with the scrutiny of non-Catholic medi-
cal specialists called by the Vatican to review cases for years.
Witnesses testify and the "Devil's Advocate' delves deeply to avoid
skepticism especially by non-Catholics who may regard the entire
proceés of canonization as chicanery. Neumann's case culminated
with his canonization on Jume 19, 1977 after some miracles were
attributed to his intercession. Since then, many others claim to

have been '"cured" through Neumann.

St. John N. Neumann wanted to be buried at St. Peter's and
his wish was his mortal remains to stay with his Redemptorist bro-
thers. The Shrine and new Museum to the saint are attached to the

nominated church and are apart from the Durang design.

St. Peter the Apostle Roman Catholic Church merits designation
because of America's first male saint's association with the church

which architect Durang designed.

Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA
July, 2019
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St. Peter the Apostle Roman Catholic Church...

(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the
development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the
City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the
life of a person significant in tThe past--5T. JOHN NEUMANN

There is no need to present any iteratiomns of the life of the
American Catholic Church's first males saint: his body (or the
"shell"of it) is displayed under an altar in the basement of St.
Peter's Chﬁrch, the instant nomination. Moreover, the Shrine and
new Museum attached to the nominated property tell the story of
the life of Saint John N. Neumann, the first Redemptorist to be
ordained in the United States who would remain in his religious
order until his death in 1860. For Roman Catholics, an appreci-
ation of Neumann has the religious context of his holiness and
zeal as a missionary enduring travels through raw, undeveloped
parts of New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland and trails through other
states to minister or to convert. For the purposes of this nomina-
tion and in consideration of the Commission's position, the discus-

sion on Neumann will focus on his accomplishments for the non-Ca-

This is a copy of the
only existing photograph
of Bishop Neumann.

While bishop, he still
wore his Redemptorist

habit, as shown here.
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tholic,

Neumann's influence extended mainly from the social services
and acquisition of properties upon which the present Archdiocese
can base its power. Under Neumann, the parochial school was es-
tablished as a necessary condition in the creation of new and ex-
isting parishes. Today, non-Catholics form a significant percen-
tage within the Catholic School System. And millions of Americans
have been treated in hospitals which evolved from the Sisters of
St. Francis' hospitals which began in Philadelphia. These accom-
plishments occurred while Neumann was bishop of Philadelphia and
continue to the present. The Franciscan Sisters' Neumann Univer-
sity, was named for their founder. Numerous other schools of
higher education were founded by religious orders invited to Phila-
delphia by Saint John Neumann during his tenure from 1852 to 1860.
These schools admit non-Catholics.

NEUMANN'S ARRIVAL in PHILADELPHIA:

Bishop Francis Kenrick of Philadelphia had been appointed
Archbishop of Baltimore in 1851, leaving 102 churches and 170,000
Catholics. His successor was chosen by the pope: the superior
of the Redemptorist Ordeg in the United States, John N. Neumann.
Philadelphia had been visited by Neumann in the 1840s during the
turmoil of the Nativist Riots and he was aware that St. Peter's
Church escaped harm despite its proximity to St. Michael's Church,
which was burned to the ground just about five blocks away.

Neumann's home in Philadelphia before he became bishop was
with his Redemptorist brothers at St. Peter's, the first parish
they had founded hereﬁ

% The "Redemptorist" Order is a shortened name for the Congregation
of the Most Holy Redeemer (Latin: Congregatio S@nc$18551muﬁ Redem-
ptor, or "C.Ss.R." which appears after the clerics' names. ‘The
Order was founded in 1732 by lawyer/priest Alphonsus Liguori (d.1787).
5 Liguori is a Doctor of the Roman Catholic Church.

Mahoney, op.cit., p.70.



Map showing the original
church at the corner of N. 5™
Street and Girard Avenue. This
building is the one with which
Neumann was associated.
1858-60 Hexamer & Locher
Atlas, PhilaGeoHistory.org

Map illustrating the church
building and two affiliated
schools in 1875.

1875 G. M. Hopkins Atlas,
PhilaGeoHistory.org.



Map showing the church building and
its associated structures in 1895, just
prior to the construction of the
Durang-designed building.

1895 G. W. Bromley Atlas,
PhilaGeoHistory.org.

Map depicting the new Durang-
designed building at the corner of N.
5™ Street and Girard Avenue.

1910 G. W. Bromley Atlas,
PhilaGeoHistory.org.
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The holiness of John Neumann had been observed before he
became Philadelphia's fourth bishop of the then-diocese which
included one-half of the Commonwealth of Penmsylvania, one-half
of the State of New Jersey and all of Delaware. Neumann's vow
of poverty, his self-inflicted, regular instances of mortification
and small stature proved to be "qualities'" he overcame in continu-
ing the ascendance of Roman Catholicism and of Roman Catholics in
the diocese, especially in the City of Philadelphia where hostility
was most intense. Insofar as an administrator, Neumann's skills
exceeded Kenrick's in finalizing plans which Kenrick began or would
have recommended to be initiated.

PHILADELPHIA DURING NEUMANN'S TENURE, 1852-1860:

Many Roman Catholic institutions became organized because of
the thousands of impoverished Irish Catholics who came to Philadel-
phia in the 1840s and early 1850s, according to historian J. Mat-
thew Gallman? Politically-threatened Germans of all religious de-
nominations also arrived at the same time and in the thousands.
Their presence compromised the staid Anglo-Saxon Protestant major-
ity who blamed the rise in crime and other social ills on the new-
comers. For Roman Catholics, the effects of Nativism lingered
while abiding within the Protestant milieu. The Consolidation of
1854 was believed to resolve some problems. Scholarship on this
mid-19th century period in the city, however, often revealed some
brighter aspects of the time.

Neumann's "flock'" had a stable class of income-producers who
were greatly unselfish with their earnings in matters to support
the Church. Pressured by the alienation towards Roman Catholics
in the city, the hierarchy that was dominated by those of Irish
ancestry independently founded their own hospital, orphanages, asy-
lums for the elderly or homeless and developed funds for miscella-
neous aid. The Germans followed with their own institutions.

6Gallman, J. M., Receiving Erin's Children. Chapel Hill: University

of North Carolina Press, 2000 which was based on his doctoral dis-
sertation, examined Philadelphia's Irish Catholic migrant history
and compared it to that in Liverpool, England.
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Neumann recognized that with the diverse groups of his
city Catholics there were also linguistic hurdles. His name ap-
pears on countless Deeds in the City's Real Estate records for
properties he purchased to accommodate some groups. One example
is the land and Methodist Church Neumann purchased to found the
first Italian national parish/church in the United States: St.
Mary Magdalen de Pazzi in Bella Vista. An official Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission marker credits "St. John N. Neu-
mann" and that the '"Delaware Valley's largest Italian community
became centered in this neighborhood'" when founded in "1852," (the
year when Neumann became bishop here.)7 It was an advantage that
Philadelphia's bishop was a polyglot (about 10 languages or more)

and could communicate with those who sought his help or guidance.

One of the more positive points in the mid-19th century his-
tory of the city was how industrialization rose, needed these new
arrivals' energy and that creating a life with assets was at hand.
Warner wrote of the '"mew middle class (which) did not need to put
their children to work," and instead could send them to be educated.
However, the public school system in Philadelphia, continued Warner,
was "intended...to aid the poor," which to class-conscious Phila-~
delphians who were not Catholic, was unacceptable.8 Yet, the Roman
Catholics' view on education was different and not approached as

haughty as the non-Catholics. This worked for Neumann.

This marker was placed in 1994 by the undersigned nominator at
712 Montrose Street.

Warner, Sam Bass, The Private City. Phila.: Univ. of Penna. Press,
1996 edition, p. 66. Warner provided his own editorial context in
the footnote and went further to discuss how complex the mid-19th
era was that led to the Consolidation. However, Warner did not ad-
dress the Roman Catholic bloc which was in part responsible for many
institutional changes in the city. This void in scholarhsip_was1}a—
ter published by Dennis Clark in his The Irish in Philadelphia which
was printed by Temple University's Press within rive years o§ War-
ner's work at Penn in 1968. Clark had found that migrant Irish
were able to purchase rowhouses within a few years of settlement.
(p. 54). Warner wrote only on the average (native) Philadelphian's
ability to enter the middleclass and be able to afford homes.
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The parochial school disavowed (in theory) class distinctions
and focussed on religious education in order to be good citizens.
The Archdiocese of Philadelphia's Catholic Directories hold a ra-
ther good record of the growth of schools specializing in Catholic
education and taught by religious. 0ld St. Mary's Interparochial
School in Society Hill was founded in "1782" for children whose
parents wanted them to learn the basics of reading, writing and
some mathematics. The schools were called "Literary Institutions"
and numbered 6 for boys and 5 for girls in 1851, while Kenrick was
still in charge. "By 1853, the number of parochial schools grew
from 6 to 41" under Neumann. Eventually, "Literary Institutions”
was replaced by the words, "Parochial Szhools™ in the Catholic
Directories. Text books for Catholic students opened a new indus-
try for printers and publishers for a new consumer: the Catholic
school pupil. Many other products developed for the Catholic student.

Neumann wanted parochial schools in each parish, and the
school building was to be separated from other buildings. (This
dictum was not thoroughly followed with struggling parishes such
as St. Joan of Arc, founded in 1920 which had a church-school com-
bination until 1947.) Neumann's Redemptorists at St. Peter's bhegan
"one of the first schools" in Philadelphia in "1853"1%y following
Neumann's plan and constructed a school building. (The St. Peter's
School still continues as one of the longest-running parochial

schools in the nation. It accepts non-Catholics.)

Earlier attempts to organize the "parochial school" pointed
to St, Elizabeth Seton, but the contemporary documentation credit-

ing Neumann is irrefutable as is how he developed the plans, oversaw
and presided as head of the Board of Catholic Education.

9 .
Morello, C.A., Beyond History: The Times & Peoples of St. Paul's
Roman Catholic Church, 1843-1993. Phila.: Jefferies & Manz, 1992,
p. 56 citing the Catholic Directories of 1851, 1852 and 1853.

loMahoney, op.cit., p. 72.
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The "01d" St. Peter's architectural style aligned with Napo-
leon LeBrun's St. Augustime and St. Philip Neri churches, in the
early 1840s
when the Fed-
eral Style pre-
vailed as the

medieval Gothic
and Romanesque
slowly began

to be used in
ecclesiastical

architecture,

This was the
St. Peter's
Church which
St. John Neu-
mann knew, the
first church
completed in
1845, but not
dedicated until
1847.

What is very
important in
this photograph

is the school

building on th®e
right--one of
the first paro-
chial schools

in the nation.

OLD ST. PETER’S CHURCH.
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The parochial school formed by Neumann was parish-based,
with emphasis on religious education, an equilizer among the eco-
nomic classes. Historian Dennis Clark characterized what Neumann
created as the "parish and school network" which "represented a
great social and financial investment in group solidarity and
tradition." e Neumann concept of the "parish" later would
identify many Philadelphia neighborhoods.

NEUMANN'S INFLUENCE in SOCIAL SERVICES:

The parochial schools' need for teachers was resolved with
more of the religious teaching orders coming to the city. Most
of these orders' members took vows of poverty and therefore, could
not independently earn income--everything was communal, i.e., sha-
red with their order. St. Peter's parish claimed to be "ome of
the first schools in the city," Opening in 1853 (under Neumann)
and staffed by the Christian Brothers who later would found La-
Salle University and other colleges throughout the nation. The
Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (or "THMs) also
answered Neumann's call to come to Philadelphia. Immaculata Uni-
versity named a town in Chester County and the nuns taught, to
date, about 8 generations in the region.

The religious order established by Neumann, the Sisters of
the Third Order of St. Francis of Philadelphia expanded beyond
education, although Neumann University today is one of the top-
rated institutions in the area. As early as 18953, Neumann's
lepacy with these nuns was published to state that it was ''his
wish" for the nums to '"devote themselves...(to the) care of the
sick." The Sisters would rum St. Mary's Hospital and 5t. Agnes'

the former "Burm Center," and have charge of St. Joseph's Hospital.

11Clark, op.cit., p.99.

12Mahoney, D., Historical Sketches of the Catholic Churches....
Phila.: 1895, p.72.

131bid., pp.200-201.
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In the 19th century, these hospitals were highly-regarded
and the Sisters were able to hire many esteemed doctors and sur-
geons such as William W. Keen who pioneered im neurological work
during the Civil War, and William Keating. These hospitals pro-
vided specialized care to all, despite lack of ability to pay.
What remains of these hospitals today is the St.Francis' Health
System and the Sisters of St. Francis' Motherhouse in Aston, De-

laware County.

Numerous biographies have been written since Neumann's ca-
nonization on June 19, 1977 at the Vatican. One of the miracles
attributed to Neumann was a cure from cancer which was scrupulously
reviewed in the then-6 year old Michael Flanigan from West Phila-
delphia.1 Prior to the canonization, Neumann underwent careful
study by the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to be declared
"Blessed" until the last stage(s) in the canonization are complete
to be declared "Saint." 1In 1977, Neumann attained distinction as
the "first male Roman Catholic saint," and the second in the nation
after St. Frances Cabrini. However, more American maleéi%re now
in open causes for cancnization while Neumann continues to act as

intercessor, with more miracles to his credit than before.

Saint John N. Neumann, C.Ss.R. is the holy "little bishop"
who chose to rest at St. Peter's Church. His association with St.
Peter's and the love for him by his Redemptorists and others are an
asset to this city; to come to see St. Peter's is to see St. John
Neumann and to contemplate on what he left to us.

Keen, along with S.Weir Mitchell and Morehouse were pioneers in the

study and specialization of neurology here from their treatments of
Civil War wounded at The Christian Street Hospital and other sites.

Archdiocesan Staff,Our Faith-Filled Heritage,2007, p. 110.

Other male candidates for canonization from the U.S. are: Fulton
Sheen, Neumann's associates Bishop Brederic Baraga and Francis Seelos:

Mazzuchelli, McGivney, Price, Tolton and Toussaint--all late 18th
and 19th century religious.
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Architect Edwin F. Durang's design of the new (and present)
St. Peter the Apostle Church was in consideration of "Venerable"
John Neumann's remains which the image (below) stated were under
the apse. The "Souvenir" publication to memorialize this new
church with the fully renovated interior extending its "re-open-
ing" to 1901 indicated that John Neumann was on his path towards
sainthood, which would not finally happen until 1977.

Ia

7 _

EXTERIOR VIEW OF THE SANCTUARY OF ST, PETER'S CHURCH,
BENEATH WHICH REST THE REMAINS OF

VENERABLE BISHOP NEUMANN,



-20-

Image of Durang (left) is
from the "Souvenir" publi-
cation which also reprinted
photographs of the '"014"
church of St. Peter's to
compare that Federal Style
that was still popular in
the 1840s with the Durang.

E. F. DURANG,
Archjitect,

1200 CHESTNUT ST, PHILADELPFPHIA,

8T. PETER's CHURCH, FIFTH AXD GIRARD AVENUE, PHILA.
24
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Architect Edwin F., Durang was working contemporaneously
on St. Francis Xavier Roman Catholic Church (below, left in Arch-
diocesan image) while he was at St. Peter the Apostle in 1895.
In fact, Durang used the same building material, the Port Deposit
granite for both churches which are also in the same Romanesque
Style and with the stone trim. The advertizement is from Durang's
"Album" with his subcontractors, and a "Who's Who" in the profit-
able ecclesiastical art, fixtures and furniture industry.

McCrevauan GraniTE COMPANY

Main Qnice and Cuarries af
PORT-DEPOSIT, MD.

PORT-DEPOS
GRANITE

FOR CHURGCHES AND FINE HOUSES

LUsed in the following Churches and Pavockial Buildings:

Balfimore, Md.: St. Pasl, St Patrick

Lsopus, N, V.o The Academy of the Redemptionists Fathers

Washington, . C.; St. Thomas, Foundry

Erie, Pa.; 5t Patrick

I'%fla Nova, Pa.: Convent and Coliege

Philedeiplin - 3r, Peters, St. Francis Xavier, St. Gregory, 8t Edward
the Coufessor, St Johkn the Evangelist, and many others.

Philadelplia Opices
805 Pennsylvania Building, 15th and Chestnut Streets
L. W. KENDERDINE, Selecman
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St. Peter the Apostle Roman Catholic Church....

(e) is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect
or designer, or engineer whose work has significantly
influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social
or cultural development of the City, Commonwealth or Nation.

The work of Edwin Forrest Durang (1829-1911) dominated the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia under the leadership of Archbishop
Patrick J. Ryan (1882-1911). Durang's biographical informationm
is limited to Tatman and Moss' seminal worK ‘as well as the com-
pilation of primary sources and public records in a self-published
book by Durang's granddaughter, Edwina Hare. His drawings have
not been saved and his thoughts and personal writings are unknown
and non-existent. But, the extensive number of buildings left inclu-
ding this nomination of St. Peter's, establish Durang as the pre-
eminent ecclesiastical architect for the Archdiocese in the late
19th century and first decade of the 20th century.

This Commission has already recognized several Roman Catholic
churches designed by Durang that are on the Philadelphia Register:
St. John the Evangelist; St. Peter Claver; St. Laurentius; St.
Francis Xavier; St. Veronica; Our Mother of Sorrows; Immaculate
Conception; Nativity, BVM; and St. Charles Borromeo. These desig-
nated churches set precedents for why this nomination by Durang
should also be officially '"historical” and listed on the local
Register of Historic Places.

Verifying that Edwin F. Durang was the architect of St. Peter's
is certain from public sources and the Redemptorist clergy who
commemorated the "Re-Opening of St. Peter's Church" in a publica-

tion dating from 1901. The latter clarified why such an undertak-

Full citation: Tatman, Sandra and Moss, Roger, Biographical Dic-
tionary of Philadelphia Architects. Boston: Hall & Co., 1985.
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ing of "entirely and completely remodel and renovate both the
exterior and the interior of the church" began when Durang was
retained in the spring of 1895}8'The publication held a photo-
graph of the "Old" St. Peter's Church which was the one where
St. John N. Neumann said Mass and prayed. This building was to
be for Durang, a matter of constructing a different church atop
the foundation and framework of the "old," massive church. The
commission required demolition of the old wooden cornices and
"steeple trimmings'" and the facade's stairs. All of the brick
of this building was to be torn down and carted away. The new
church by Durang was of stone and Port-Deposit granite laid by
Frank J. Colgan. (See page 6 herein.)

Durang's churches generally arose as new structures on foun-
dations whose excavations he supervised. At St. Peter's, Durang
planned to extend the facade's stairs to "17 feet" towards Fifth
Street and on a newly dug foundation. A detailed description of
this project was on the front page of the Builders' Guide for
June 5, 1895, including the construction costs of "35,000.00"
which would cease upon completion by 1897}9(Refer to Appendix.)

The Tatman and Moss page of Durang's work for '1895" includes
projects in New Jersey and a rather full calendar of commissions
with parochial schools in construction. Saint John N. Neumann,
when bishop, had organized a Board of Catholic Education to com-
plete the standard parish complex of church-rectory-convent-school
in the then-diocese. Durang designed these types of buildings as

well, each requiring different specifications and interior plans.

"Souvenir of the Re-Opening of St. Peter's Church, 1842-1901."
Catholic Historical Research Center, Philadelphia, p. 43.

Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders' Guide, June 5, 1895,
Tatman and Moss, op.cit., p. 232.
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Durang was 66 years old when he designed the new St. Peter's.
His career as "architect" was recorded from 1865 after continuing
the architectural firm begun by John E. Carver, under whom Durang
initially trained and became exposed to the specialty of "ecclesi-
astical" architecture.z1 Roman Catholic buildings outnumber the
Protestant ones in Durang's resume, according to those found by
Tatman and Moss. What is important is that Durang had a very
good relationship with Archbishop Ryan. During Ryan's tenure,
"national' churches arose for Germans, Italians, Lithuanians and
Poles as well as for African Americans at St. Peter Claver's. In
addition, Durang was hired by more religious orders who were in-
vited to serve in the archdiocesan parishes as missionaries, tea-
chers, medical professionals in the hospitals he would design and
the social outreach institutions, such as the orphanages, asylums,
industrial schools and ancillary buildings. Ryan developed more
social welfare organizations than his predecessors, but he also
relished how Durang created interiors just as beautiful as his
exteriors with carved moldings, columns, coffered ceilings and
artwork by Lorenzo Scattaglia. Subjectively-speaking, Durang's

churches held spectacular work that was unmatched.

The Redemptorists' publication wrote that "(M)any of the pa-
rishioners, among whom the business men figured' wanted their
church renovated. St. Peter's is a German national parish, i.e.,
the German language was spoken by the clergy for the convenience
of the German-speaking parishioners. Durang was also working on
the German national church in Bridesburg, All Saints at the same
time, which would have connected parishioners in both parishes.
The St. Peter's group seemed not only pleased with Durang's work
for the exterior, but the architect was retained for a new design
for the interior.S(Refer to images from "Souvenir" booklet.)

2l1pid., p. 229.

2siNational" parishes are based on use of the foreign language of
23

the majority of parishioners at the founding,
"Souvenir," p. 47.
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The Durang-designed St. Peter's was be " a most suitable
dwelling for the God of Infinite Majesty'" and today, the aura and
wonder of the interior can be seen in historically-accurate colors,
Painted images of celestial beings occupy each of Durang's geo-
metric figures on the ceiling of the sanctuary, with the stained
glass windows' colors in accord. An interior decorator could not
do better in exquisiteness and appropriateness. One cannot feel
but inspired to pray in this sanctuary which has changed little
since Durang's plans were carried forth by "Mr. Dietrich, a mem-
ber of the parish."25

Edwin F. Durang had a few years left to design more churches
and other buildings for the Archdiocese. He then died the same
year as his patron, Archbishop Ryan, in 1911, leaving some pro-
jects to be completed by his son, Ferdinand.

What is so wonderful about Durang's designs is that they
are successful in causing the on-looker to emote in a positive,
spiritual way. He apparently knew how Roman Catholics "offered
to God" their best of each day, a sentiment that has since gone
with the decline of religious instruction. Durang's work held
the same intent as those medieval workers who labored to hoist
heavy stone, or sculpt at heights, or do the arduous jobs :during
all types of weather or conditions: sacrifices in the Name of
God. This seems to be why Durang was so well liked by Ryan and
other clergy at the time. The architect may also have realized
that his work at St. Peter's was attached to the spirit of one

who had already been positioned for a formal declaration of "saint."
For so many reasons, Durang and what he created at St. Peter's
deserve historical designation by this Commission.

Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA
July, 2019

55 "Souvenir,' op.cit., pp.43;47.
Ibid., p. 47.
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Estimates are belng offered on the drawinrgs
foru sluble for Muj. Breot, al Overbrrock, inthe
office of Jacob Myres, Thirteenth and Locust
Streews. Plans by Boyd & Boyd, scelilools.
1346 Chestuut S1rzet, and hizve been noted in
this jenrnal previously,

The Committce ca Architreture haa been
appeinted by Lthe Tirst Melhodist Episcopal
Church of Cermantawn, to sestle on a plan for
a vew chureh g ructure w bo crecled un the old
Champion proversy, cormer of (ireen Stroel
ancl Waluut lave, and to cost sbeul 3190,000,

It is understood the wmansion of W. L.
Ltkios,-on North Broad Street, is tobaenlarired
eovering the triangular plos of ground to the
North. The oviginal drawings wore made by
W. Bleyden Powell, architect, who at presgnt
i3 the gupereisor of the Poblic Buildings ond
will prepare the plans lor the proposed ex-
fension,

Tilus & Toberts, architects, 132 Bouih
Fourth Street, have made plans [ur allermtios
1o Interjor of the house of Jos. Edward Mur-
ray, 147 Wost Suzquehsnnn Avenne, including
a very ornamental mantie-picce of wmarble and
mahogany, and ganeral detail worlk, Contracts
uneot let. Also drawings for the Manley Mome-

sbead b Media, this will inelnde » genaral ro.
building of exterior and interior eleetric work,
hot water heat and finess of sanivary piumbing,
hard wood findslh, and all general accommo-
dations, Estimates on the laster are being
made,

Hales, Brinkworth & DBallinger, architects
and mill engineers, are receiving bids for the
ereotion of a one-story hrick dye houss, 140 x
30 feet, tor Powell & Dro., hesicry meznu-
faoturera, northeast eomer of Twemty-clphth
and Pavrigh Streets, and also for a one.story
brick storage warehouse, 35 x 65 feet, as an ad-
diticu to the same plaul.  Istimules close io-
dzy at their office for the erection of 2 four-
story Urlek property, 20 x 110 fest, for . 1.
Matthews & Co., glazed kid manufacturers, St.
Jobn and Willow Suroets. Tt will have Jissvy
plank and asphaly floors, elevators, steam heat
and all moder: applinncee.  Previously noted
in Full.

F. A, Gugert, arehileel, Wayue, Del Co.,
Ta., bas drawn pians for two separnte buildings
for ithe Wayne Naetsturimn Assveiation, Oue
will be fitled for ludies” department whilst the
other will bs for gentlemen, each belug fitded
wih loelhory, clesets, aud all convestiences,
pool for swinvwing and gyrmnasinm, Janitors'

guariers and a ¢lub oo are glse inclwded in

the construetion.  Fatimates aro being uskedf
on Lhe work, Smme architect bas made Blans
fora catrage for J. A, Pailey, st Cape May,
N.T.

Iha pluns by Harol:dl Goadwin, arehiteck, 905
Walnuz Strest, for a house to be creeted by
Mr, Chas. J. Milier, at Filteenth Slreel aml
Allegheny Avenue, arc on hoaerds for estimate
by coniraetors,  As noted provivasly i lbis
Jonrnal the drawings contemyplate a three-story
struetue, brick and stone, slete roof, cou-
sideralily galvanived rom work, leaded aud
plate glass windows awd doors, interlor to be
fitted wiih cleelric work, sleam heat, and gas
heaters, fine mantles, wardrohes, and siling,
Dulbs and tavalories, ranges and kivehen fix-
tures, ete. Contract will be awarded at an
vatiy duy,

Gee T. ’earson, architect, 427 Walnnt Screct
bhave somplefed the drawings far the St
Margaret’s llume tor Girls to be erected on
crovnd awned by 8. Taka's P. B. Church,
The Lailling will be of the Tudor Gothicstyle,
threc stories and basewcent, 58 x 36 tect,
Leiperville slone will e uged for the wolls and
the windows will e mulliooed with Indiauna
flmestons  On the fusl fvor there istolea
patler and reception, clergy and malron's
ropmz, an oratory, & refectory, kitohen andg
pantry, Thesscond and third fieors will ba
used as dormitories, about twenty bed rooms
being oullined, cod she third floor will alse
have a number of stovage rooms.  Bever
Daths will De localed on Lbe Lwo upper fluo
In the bagewmens witl be auother kitehen, st
heating plant zmd storevovins,

Leing made on the work in offices of
CONErartors.

.,
@
o

¥. F. Durang, architnet, sontheast corner
Twelluh sod Chestuut 3irests, has preparad
plans for extensiveimpravements to S, Deter’s
Roman Uatbolle {hureh, FPifth Street and
Giraid Aveose, that will male it praciieally a
new strastare,  The presons front will be torn
down, znd a new frons of Poru Depusit or
Avondale atons will ba balle nut 17 feet to the
Untldiug fine, escloging lhe thiree separste
flights af steps to the main entrances. Arvchod
tloorways and ornamental windows, gables and
pi