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4 (staff supplemented) 
 

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

 

 
 
Situate on the West side of S. Hutchinson Street at the distance of approximately 59 feet Southward 

from the South side of Catharine Street. Containing in front or breadth on said S. Hutchinson Street 

approximately 32 feet and extending in depth Westward between lines at right angles with the said S. 

Hutchinson Street approximately 88 feet. Being the parcel boundary for No. 808 S. Hutchinson Street. 

Please note that it appears that a Southern portion of the building itself extends onto the parcel at 923 

Christian Street, being Saint Paul’s Roman Catholic Church, a resource which was listed on the 

Philadelphia Register of Historic Places on November 30, 1971. 
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Description: 

Completed in 1879, St. Paul’s Rectory was planned as the “pastoral residence” (or rectory) 

and remains one today for the clergy ministering at the parish and their guests.2,3 The red 

brick building is three stories in height and measures approximately 40 feet by 80 feet with an 

east-west orientation upon a marble base which is approximately 30 inches in height. The east 

(primary) façade is the most remarkable part of the building, which is adjoined to St. Paul’s 

church’s north (side) wall. The Rectory’s north wall is obscured by the narrow alley that 

separates it from the row of six houses on the 900 block of Catharine Street. The Rectory’s 

west (rear) façade faces a large yard and the property extends to Delhi Street at the rear. 

There is a one-story non-contributing modern addition connected to the rear of the Rectory.  

The Rectory’s façade has contemporary elements, lending some affinity to the Second Empire 

style with the mansard roof with intact slate, dormers projecting from the roof, a centered 

rounded-arch portal between and below symmetrically-place windows, each with stone sills 

and surrounds that cap the lintels, with higher-set keystones. The doorway is approximately 

one-foot deep with a modern door hung between modern glass block that fills spaces 

originally intended for a wider door. The surround has a cross in the center. A semi-circular 

transom is over this doorway. (See photographs). Iron grates cover the basement windows 

where incised motifs decorate over the lintels. The building appears to be well-maintained, 

with original brickwork and preserved elements remaining. 

2 “The Catholic Standard,” November 24, 1888. 
3 The Archdiocese of Philadelphia merged St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi Roman Catholic Church (fd. 1852) with 
St. Paul’s in 2000, with all clergy for both parishes residing at this Rectory. 





Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Primary façade from S. Hutchinson Street, July 2019. 
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South (side) return, view from Christian Street, July 2019. 
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Rear façade, and view of one-story rear addition. View from S. Delhi Street, July 2019. 
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Entrance door, view from S. Hutchinson Street, July 2019. 
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First floor window, July 2019. 

 
Basement window, July 2019.  
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