
ADDRESS: 231 REED ST 
Name of Resource: Sacred Heart of Jesus Parochial School 
Proposed Action: Designation   
Property Owner: Christopher Columbus Charter School 
Nominator: Celeste Morello  
Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov, 215-686-7660 
 
OVERVIEW: This nomination proposes to designate the property at 231 Reed Street and list it on 
the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places. The nomination contends that the former Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Parochial School, constructed in 1893, satisfies Criteria for Designation D, H, 
and J. Under Criterion D, the nomination argues that the building embodies distinguishing 
characteristics of Romanesque Revival architecture. Under Criterion H, the nomination argues 
that the imposing school building, cited on a prominent corner of Moyamensing Avenue where 
most other buildings are smaller-scale, represents an established and familiar visual feature of 
the neighborhood. Under Criterion J, the nomination contends that the building exemplifies the 
cultural, political, economic, social, or historical heritage of the community. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: The staff recommends that the nomination demonstrates that the 
property at 231 Reed Street satisfies Criteria for Designation D and H. The staff fails to 
comprehend the argument for the satisfaction of Criterion J proffered in the nomination. 
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-3- (Staff supplemented) 
 

Boundary Description: 
 
Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the easterly side of Moyamensing Avenue and the 

northerly side of Reed Street; thence extending from said point of beginning northwardly along the said 

easterly side of Moyamensing Avenue the distance of 150.5 feet to a point; thence extending eastwardly the 

distance of 86 feet to a point; thence extending northwardly the distance of 18 feet to a point; thence 

extending eastwardly the distance of 46.5 feet to a point on the westerly side of American Street; thence 

extending southwardly along the westerly side of said American Street and forming an interior angle of 90 

degrees the distance of 6.9 feet to a point formed by the intersection of the southerly side of Earp Street 

and the westerly side of American Street; thence extending eastwardly partly along the southerly side of 

said Earp Street and partly along the former northerly head of said American Street, stricken from the city 

plan, the distance of 6.7 feet to a point; thence extending southwardly along a line at right angles to the said 

Earp Street the distance of 160 feet to a point on the northerly side of Reed Street; thence extending 

westwardly along the northerly side of said Reed Street the distance of 156.8 feet to the first mentioned 

point and place of beginning. Being 231 Reed Street. 

 

 
Boundary outline of 231 Reed Street. Base map source: City Atlas. 
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Aerial imagery of boundary outline of 231 Reed Street. Base map source: City Atlas, 2018. 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Primary façade from E. Moyamensing Avenue, July 2019. 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
South (side) elevation, view from Reed Street, July 2019. 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Rear façade, view from Reed Street, July 2019. 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
North (side) elevation, view from E. Moyamensing Avenue, July 2019. 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Main entrance doors on E. Moyamensing Avenue, historically the entrance for girls, July 2019. 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Side entrance on Reed Street, historically the entrance for boys, July 2019.  

 



Staff Supplemented Photographs  
 

 
Open space at rear of building. View from Reed Street, September 2018. Source: Google Street View.  

 

 
View from across E. Moyamensing Avenue, September 2018. Source: Google Street View.  
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