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ADDRESS: 2309 ST ALBANS ST
Proposal: Construct roof deck
Review Requested: Final Approval
Owner: Ahmir Thompson
Applicant: Mieczyslaw Pawelec, Mietek Construction Co.
History: 1869; Charles Leslie, developer
Individual Designation: 9/30/1969
District Designation: None
Staff Contact: Meredith Keller, meredith.keller@phila.gov, 215-686-7660

BACKGROUND:
Located mid-block on St. Albans Street, the Second Empire-style building is one of fifty-two 
nearly identical units on the garden block. Typical features on the front façade include a marble 
base, iron grilles over the basement windows, a four-panel door with bolection molding, two-
over-two windows, and scalloped slate shingles on a mansard roof. The rears include a second-
story projecting bay, though many rears have been altered over time.

SCOPE OF WORK:
Install roof deck on main block with roof scuttle.
Install mechanical equipment and enclosure on roof.
Install new shingles on mansard roof.
Repair front façade.
Install new door.
Repair or replace front and rear dormers.
Rebuild bay.
Install new windows and door at rear.
Stucco rear.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where 
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 
shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where 
possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by 
documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.

o The application is vague in its description of repair work to the front and rear 
facades. The front and rear dormers appear to be in repairable condition and 
should not be replaced. More information on the bay’s condition is necessary to 
determine the proper treatment. The mansard roof currently contains asphalt 
shingles, and the staff recommends replacing the front façade roof with either 
slate or rubber to match the original in color, shape, and dimension. The 
proposed restoration work may comply with this standard.

Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.

o The application proposes to stucco the entire rear of the building. The rear is 
currently only stuccoed at the first story, and exposed brick is visible at the 
second story. The work does not comply with this standard.
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Roofs Guideline: Recommended: Designing additions to roofs such as residential, office, 
or storage spaces; elevator housing; decks and terraces; or dormers or skylights when 
required by the new use so that they are inconspicuous from the public right-of-way and 
do not damage or obscure character-defining features.

o The proposed roof deck would be set back 8 feet from St. Albans Street, leaving 
the railings potentially visible from the garden court. There are very few decks on 
this block of St. Albans Street, and no precedent for roof decks on the main 
blocks of the buildings. The Historical Commission approved a smaller deck, 
limited to the rear ell, at the adjacent property at 2307 St. Albans Street. The staff 
recommends that the applicant reduce the size of the deck to match the adjacent 
deck at 2307 St. Albans Street. As proposed, work does not comply with this 
standard.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the restoration of the facades, with the staff to review 
details, but denial of the roof deck and roof scuttle, pursuant to Standards 6, 9, and the Roofs 
Guideline.
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MAPS & IMAGES:

Figure 1: 2018 parcel map. Source: CityAtlas 

Figure 2: Front façade of 2309 St. Albans Street, 2019. 
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Figure 3: The rear of 2309 St. Albans Street, 2019. 
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