
325 S 2nd Street  
Philadelphia Historical Commission 

July/August 2019 

ADDRESS: 325 S 2ND ST 
Proposal: Cut new window opening at side; replace rear window 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Meredith Rockwell and Brian Goldberg 
Applicant: Matthew Blank, Orion General Contractors, Inc. 
History: 1965; Penn’s Landing Square 
Individual Designation: None 
District Designation: Society Hill Historic District, Contributing, 3/10/1999 
Staff Contact: Laura DiPasquale, laura.dipasquale@phila.gov, 215-686-7660 
 
BACKGROUND:  
The building at 325 S. 2nd Street, constructed in 1965, is a Contributing building in the Society 
Hill Historic District, the significance of which includes the Redevelopment Era and its 
associated mid-twentieth century buildings.  
 
Located at the corner of S. 2nd Street and Delancey Street, the building is one of two end units 
that bookend a row of houses that face S. 2nd Street between Delancey and Pine Streets. While 
the front elevations of the whole block and the rears of the mid-block units are uniform in 
appearance, the side and rear elevations of the two end units differ in massing and fenestration.    
 
This application proposes to cut a single casement window at the second-floor of the side 
elevation of the property in order to allow for light into and egress out of a new interior room. 
The proposed window would align in height with the front 2nd-floor windows, but as currently 
shown, would be slightly offset from the 3rd floor windows. The staff suggests that the applicants 
align one edge of the new window with the 3rd-floor window, to be in keeping with the alignment 
of other fenestration on the building. The application also proposes to replace an existing 
window at the rear.  
 
SCOPE OF WORK:  

• Side Elevation: 
o Cut opening and install single casement window at 2nd floor 

• Rear Elevation: 
o Replace existing 2nd-story window with two-pane slider over awning  

 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

o While this application proposes to remove some original exterior brick, the 
modification is minimal and does not destroy character-defining materials. The 
proposed window is differentiated from the old, but is compatible with the overall 
design of the property. 

 

• Windows Guideline | Recommended: Adding new window openings on rear or other 
secondary, less visible elevations, if required by a new use. The new openings and the 
windows in them should be compatible with the overall design of the building, but, in 
most cases, not duplicate the historic fenestration.  
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• Windows Guideline | Not Recommended: Changing the number, location, size, or 
glazing pattern of windows on primary or highly-visible elevations which will alter the 
historic character of the building; Cutting new openings on character-defining elevations 
or cutting new openings that damage or destroy significant features.  

o While this application proposes to install a new window on a street-facing 
elevation, it is a secondary elevation, and the new window is minimal, is 
compatible with the overall design of the building, and does not destroy any 
significant features of the building.  
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, provided one edge of the new window aligns with an edge 
of the 3rd-floor side window, pursuant to Standard 9 and the Windows Guidelines.  
 
MAPS & IMAGES:  

 
 

 
Figure 1: Top, view of 325 S 2nd Street from the corner of Delancey and S 2nd Street. Bottom, view of the other corner 
property, from Pine Street and S 2nd Street.  
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Figure 2: top, the side and rear elevations of 325 S 2nd Street, from Delancey Street. Bottom, view of the side and rear of 339 
S 2nd Street, the other corner unit of Penn’s Landing Square, from Pine Street.  

 





Attn: Philadelphia Historical Commission

1515 Arch Street, 13th Floor

Philadelphia, PA 19102

Dear Sir or Ma’am,

Enclosed please find the submission package for review of proposed work at 325 S. 2nd Street. The
scope of work includes the addition of a new window and replacement of a second. The new proposed
window is in coordination with interior work to create a new bedroom. The window will be needed to
meet egress requirements. The replacement window in the rear of the house is for a safety issue but
not required by code. This window will match an existing window exactly.

The owners are Brian Goldberg and Meredith Rockwell.

Please feel free to contact me with any additional questions.

Thanks,

Matthew Blank 

mblank@oriongc.com | www.oriongc.com

610-649-4545 office | 215-801-4249 cell 

Orion General Contractors, Inc. 

100 Cricket Ave., Ardmore PA 19003 



Top and bottom of
new window to align
with existing window
on front of the
house.





Replace window in
existing opening,
See "glider" cut
sheet.
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Brick detail and sink
around window to
match existing
windows.
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