
ADDRESS: 1830 RITTENHOUSE SQ, UNIT 6A
Proposal: Replace Windows 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Paul and Wendy Rosen 
Applicant: Leon Sowisdral 
History: 1913; Frederick Webber, architect 
Individual Designation: 5/4/1972 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Randal Baron, Randal.Baron@phila.gov, 215-686-7660

BACKGROUND:
A unit owner proposes to replace windows in this condominium building. The owner proposes to 
remove eight historic windows (F) with the large wood mullions on the front façade and install 
picture windows without mullions. In 2002, the Historical Commission approved the same 
project for the same owner for a unit on the 15th floor. The owner is now moving from that unit 
on the 15th floor to the unit in question on the 6th floor and would like to recreate the window 
configuration. During the 2002 review, the owner pointed out that several units in the building 
have picture windows without the wood mullions. Those units may have been modified before 
designation or without the Historical Commission’s approval. In 2002, both the staff and the 
Architectural Committee recommended against removal of the historic windows, contending that 
the project failed to meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. However, the Historical 
Commission approved the alteration. This time, the windows slated for replacement are more 
visible from the street because they are on a lower floor. The application also proposes to 
remove several vinyl and metal windows on the side facades of the building and replace them 
with one-over-one wood windows. The removal of the metal window (G) in wood on the side 
façade may not meet the Standards because the metal window is likely original.  

SCOPE OF WORK:
Remove eight windows to create large picture windows on the front facade.
Replace windows on the rear and side facades.

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

Standard 2: The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The
removal of materials or alterations of features and spaces that characterize a property
shall be avoided.

o The project would remove character-defining features, the distinctive original
front windows.

Standard 6: Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where
the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature
will match the old in design, color, texture and, where possible, materials.

o The proposed windows will not match the historic windows in design.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval of the restoration of most side windows; denial of the 
removal and replacement of original front windows, pursuant to Standards 2, and 6.   

START TIME OF DISCUSSION IN AUDIO RECORDING: 01:17:00



PRESENTERS:  
 Mr. Baron presented the application to the Architectural Committee. 
 Carpenter Bill Kane, contractor Leon Sowisdral, and owners Paul and Wendy Rosen 

represented the application. 
 

DISCUSSION: 
 The Architectural Committee noted that many windows are shown on the drawings 

and questioned which windows are included in the current application. The 
Committee asked whether the transoms will be removed. The Committee members 
expressed confusion because the application includes drawings of the front as well 
as the side and rear windows. 

o Mr. Kane responded that, although they propose to replace side and rear 
windows at a later date, only the front window marked “F” on the drawings is 
in question today. He noted that they have shown alternates that either 
remove or retain the transom windows on F.  

o Mr. Kane noted that the current applicants previously received approval to 
install a picture window at the 15th floor. They bought this 5th floor unit 
assuming that they could modify the window in the same way. Mr. Kane said 
that they will spend considerable money to restore windows on the side and 
rear facades. 

 Mr. Cluver questioned whether the original windows on this building were casement 
or double-hung windows. 

o The applicant showed a photograph of the building from 1920. 
 The Committee questioned why not all of the windows can be restored or replaced in 

kind. 
o Mr. Kane responded that they could restore the windows but that the owners 

would like to get a better view.  
o Mr. Rosen explained that they would be willing to retain the two side windows 

and even retain the transom at “F,” but that they would like to remove the 
wide central mullion. 

 Mr. Detwiler noted that the window in question is quite visible and sits within a 
decorative masonry frame on the facade, making it one of the chief areas of 
significance on this façade.  

 Mr. Cluver noted that he is troubled by the lack of consistency for the building and 
said that the Commission should develop a standard for the building to work toward. 

o Mr. Baron responded that following Standard 6, which bases all further work 
on following the original design and retaining original fabric, would lead to the 
consistency that Mr. Cluver seeks. The building still has more original fabric 
that has not been changed than altered fabric. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE FINDINGS & CONCLUSIONS:  
The Architectural Committee found that: 

 The applicant proposes to remove significant original window mullion dividers on the 
front façade of the building. 

 The new work differs from that approved for the 15th floor in that these windows are 
more visible at the 5th floor and sit in a particularly significant architectural surround 
which highlights this part of the building. 

 



The Architectural Committee concluded that: 
 The removal of the original architectural window features in either alternate proposal 

does not meet Standards 2 and 6. 
 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION: The Architectural Committee voted to 
recommend denial of the removal and replacement of original front windows, pursuant to 
Standards 2, and 6.   
 
ITEM: 1830 Rittenhouse Sq, Unit 6A 
MOTION: Denial   
MOVED BY: D’Alessandro 
SECONDED BY: Pentz 

VOTE 
Committee Member Yes No Abstain Recuse Absent 

Dan McCoubrey     X 
John Cluver x     
Rudy D’Alessandro x     
Justin Detwiler x     
Nan Gutterman x     
Suzanne Pentz x     
Amy Stein x     

Total 6    1 
 
 






































