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ADDRESS: 235 CHESTNUT ST
Proposal: Install ADA ramp at front façade
Review Requested: Final Approval
Owner: 235 Chestnut Street Associates, LLC
Applicant: Joe Kelly, Intech Construction, Inc.
History: 1856; Elliot Building; Joseph C. Hoxie and Stephen Button
Individual Designation: 11/4/1976
District Designation: Old City Historic District, Significant, 12/12/2003
Staff Contact: Kim Chantry, kim.chantry@phila.gov, 215-686-7660

BACKGROUND:
The hotel at 235 Chestnut Street lacks an accessible entrance. The existing non-historic 
concrete slab at the front façade, proposed for removal, was installed in 2000 after an approval 
by the Historical Commission.

SCOPE OF WORK
Remove non-historic concrete slab and bulkhead doors at front façade.
Install ADA ramp with painted iron railing.
Install post-mounted ADA-compliant automatic door activation button. 

STANDARDS FOR REVIEW:
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include:

Standard 10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be 
undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

o The ADA ramp could be removed in the future without impacting the integrity of 
the historic building. 

Accessibility Guideline: Recommended: Providing barrier-free access that promotes 
independence for the disabled person to the highest degree practicable, while 
preserving significant historic features.

o The ADA ramp provides direct access into the main entrance of the hotel, and 
does not damage significant historic features of the historic building.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval, with the staff to review details, pursuant to Standard 10 and 
the Accessibility Guidelines.
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Figure 1. Front entrance at 235 Chestnut Street.





 
 
 
June 11, 2019 
 
 
Mrs. Kim Chantry 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
One Parkway, 13th Floor 
1515 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 
Re: Proposed ADA Ramp & Doors at 235 Chestnut Street 
 
Dear Mrs. Chantry: 
 
Thank you for meeting with us to review our renovation project at the Independence Park Hotel 
at 235 Chestnut Street owned by Chestnut Street Associates, LLC. Please find enclosed 
documents pertaining to the proposed accessible ramp addition and entry door modifications at 
the south façade (Chestnut Street) which we are submitting for final approval at the next 
Architectural Committee session. 
 
This project proposes the following work at the property: 
 
Front (facing Chestnut Street): 

 Remove existing 5” high x 4’-0” wide concrete slab and bulkhead doors adjacent to front 
elevation of building and replace with 10” high x 5’-0” wide concrete ramp with painted 
iron railing for accessible entrance from sidewalk to first floor of the building.  

 Replace existing bulkhead doors with new metal bulkhead doors flush with sidewalk at 
base of ramp. 

 Install ADA compliant door opener at interior of existing entry door.   
 Install post mounted ADA compliant automatic door activation button at exterior. 

We have included eight copies of the drawings (existing and proposed) and photographs (current 
and historic) showing the exterior facade and adjacent buildings. Also included is the building 
permit application and thumb drive with all documents in .PDF format. 
 
We appreciate your consideration of our submission. Please feel free to contact us if you have 
any questions or require additional information.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Kara Litvinas 
Cc: Joshua Kiehl, AIA 
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A2.0 3/16" = 1'-0"SCALE: 
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ENTRY DR DTL ELEV4
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VIEW OF 237 & 235 CHESTNUT ST LOOKING NORTH (ca. 2017)1
A3.0 NOT TO SCALESCALE: 

VIEW LOOKING WEST ON CHESTNUT ST (2019)3
A3.0 NOT TO SCALESCALE: 

VIEW LOOKING EAST ON CHESTNUT ST (2019)2
A3.0 NOT TO SCALESCALE: 
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DETAIL VIEW OF EXTERIOR AT FIRST FLOOR/ENTRANCE (2019)1
A3.1 NOT TO SCALESCALE: 

SOUTH AT DOOR (2019)4
A3.1 NOT TO SCALESCALE: 

AT ENTRANCE (2017)2
A3.1 NOT TO SCALESCALE: 

INT VIEW LOOKING
STAIR TO REMAIN (2017)5

A3.1 NOT TO SCALESCALE: 

INT VIEW OF EXIST

DETAIL VIEW OF STEP
CIRCA 1960s3

A3.1 NOT TO SCALESCALE: 

EXTERIOR VIEW


