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ADDRESS: 4315 FRANKFORD AVE 
Proposal: Install stucco over wire mesh 
Review Requested: Final Approval 
Owner: Presbyterian Church 
Applicant: Timothy Kane, TJ Kane Enterprises Inc. 
History: 1859-60; Presbyterian Church of Frankford; John McArthur Jr. 
Individual Designation: 2/4/1982 
District Designation: None 
Staff Contact: Allyson Mehley, allyson.mehley@phila.gov, 215-686-7660 
 
BACKGROUND:  
The Frankford Presbyterian Church was designed by architect John McArthur Jr. and 
constructed in 1859-1860. John McArthur Jr. is best remembered as the architect of 
Philadelphia City Hall (1872-1901). In preparation for the church building’s upcoming 
anniversary, the congregation hired the applicant to re-stucco, clean and paint all exterior wood, 
and re-putty the windows.  
 
Staff from the Historical Commission visited the site and met with the applicant on May 6, 2019 
to review the scope of work and the exterior condition of the building. The staff observed areas 
of stucco missing and sections where the stucco appeared cracked or loose. Specific areas had 
a brown material under a layer or layers of stucco and paint. Based on oral history and a review 
of historic photographs, the church was originally brownstone or a brownstone color and was 
most likely painted pink during the 1930 or 1940s. 
 
After further discussion with the staff, the applicant engaged Schnabel Conservation to look at 
the existing stucco conditions and review their proposed plan for stucco repair. Schnabel 
Conservation provided their observations and recommendations in a letter dated May 30, 2019. 
 
SCOPE OF WORK 

• Power wash all wood with cleaning solution. 
• Remove all loose stucco and install bonding agent. 
• Install wire mesh over all stucco and stone areas of building. 
• Apply scratch coat, brown coat, and acrylic base coat. The final coat will match existing 

color of building. 
• After stucco work is complete, the wood surfaces will be scraped, sanded, caulked and 

repaired as needed.  
• Window (including stained glass) will have new putty and glazing as needed.   

 
STANDARDS FOR REVIEW: 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and Guidelines 
include: 

• Standard 2: The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The 
removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be avoided. 

o The new stucco will add approximately ¾” additional depth to the stucco areas of 
the building. The additional layers will compromise the projection of key 
architectural details and the overall appearance of the building. 
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• Standard 4: Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own 
right will be retained and preserved. 

o The current pink color of the church was not part of the original design. The plan 
by the congregation to maintain the pink color meets Standard 4, as the current 
congregation and local community have long identified the church by its distinct 
color and appearance.  

• Standard 5: Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or 
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved. 

o The application of additional stucco layers will alter the distinctive features of this 
property. 

• Standard 7: Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the 
gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be 
used. 

o The details of the plan for pressure washing and cleaning wood areas of the 
building should be reviewed. The proposed work should comply with National 
Park Service’s “Preservation Brief #10: Exterior Paint Problems on Historic 
Woodwork.” 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Denial, pursuant to Standards 2 and 5. Based on the site visit and 
letter from Schnabel Conservation, the staff communicated to the applicant that the stucco 
portion of the project could be approved administratively if it was revised to stucco patching and 
repainting. 
 



ENTERPRISES, INC. 

Building Contractor 
127 S. Eastview Avenue • Feasterville, PA 19053 • (Bucks) 215-396-0400 • tjkane007@msn.com 

June 10, 2019 

City of Philadelphia 

Department of Planning and Development 

Allyson Mehley 

Historical Commission 

One Parkway Building 

1515 Arch Street, 13 floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Dear Allyson: 

This letter is in regards to the Frankford Presbyterian Church located at 4301 Frankford Avenue, 
Philadelphia, PA 19124. We were contacted by Andy and Diana Royds, a long-term member and one of 
the elders and board of directors caretaker of the church. Andy's father was also a member of the 
church back at the turn of the century. The church has a long history dating back nearly 250 years. The 
existing building is celebrating 150 years in May of 2020. They asked to have the exterior of building 
painted and stucco repaired prior to this date. 

We received all our quotes for both painting, scaffolding, and new stucco. We are choosing to set up 
scaffolding around entire building because there is a cemetery on back of property, making it extremely 
difficult to not touch head stones, if we used a high reach. Along the sides of property there is a fence 
approximately 15' away from side of building to street. This area makes it also difficult to bring in a high 
reach boom lift. The base of building for three sides is approximately 45' tall, and the front is 80' tall. 
The cost of setting up scaffolding, is an expensive part of project, and if would be in church's best 
interest to try to address the issues that this building is facing. 

Currently the building has not been painted for over 27 years, and both the window putty is failing 
around stain glass panels, and 20% of paint on building is failing, or has fell off the existing wood. The 
painting contractor is power washing (LOW Pressure) all wood around entire building, using Krud Kutter 
and Bleach to kill mold spores and remove dirt & atmospheric salt deposits caused by air pollution. 
When this process is completed after scaffolding installed, the stucco contractor will install plastic over 
top of all stain glass panes, and wood work, and remove loose stucco from selected area thru out entire 
building where area is visible to sight and touch. They will then proceed to clean this area, and install 
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bonding agent on old stone on what ever they feel sufficient to bond patch base coat. When this step is 
completed, they will wire entire structure with wire mesh to help hold entire surface together. This wire 
mesh is a better way to address this building, due to the fact that building is moving, and this will help 
keep cracks from forming in the future, where water can get behind and cause stucco to pull away from 
building. 

Step 2 the stucco contractor will install a scratch coat to building, helping to bond entire coat to 
staggered wire mesh. 

Step 3 the contractor will install a leveling brown coat so building can get a finish smooth coat. 

Step 4. Contractor will install an acrylic based stucco finish, to match existing color of building. This 

Acrylic finish is used to help keep uniform color in finish, so that there is no color shade 
differences. 

Step 5. When Stucco contractor is completed with finish coat, painter will remove plastic from 
windows and wood, and start scrapping, sanding, caulking, puttying holes and re-glazing windows where 
needed. 

Step 6. Painting contractor will then proceed with brushing off excess dirt from sanding and prepping 
wood surfaces, and when completed spot prime all areas where bare wood is exposed. The painting 
contractor will use spot oil base paint in exposed wood area, and then entire surface will receive two 
finish coats of Sherwin William emerald satin finish, color brown to match existing. 

Step 7 Metal window bars will be thoroughly washed, prepare, and apply one coat of Chem bond 
primer, and one finish coat of Rust Scat Finish Satin, color to match existing. 

Step 8 Window grates will be reinstalled once lower grates are dry and cured. 

The approximate cost to do the above work is approximately $200,000 The church's yearly expenses 
are 90% more than the revenue it collects on a weekly basis. This is due to the fact that they are facing a 
pew shortage. Many people think that it is not important to thank God on a weekly basis, for the 
blessing that have been bestowed on our nation., and we wonder why our country has so many 
problems. This is not only a problem with the Presbyterian congregation, but all Christian and Jewish 
faiths. 

The Royds asked me to help guide them thru the process of getting this project completed prior to 
their anniversary early next May 2020. Our company has over 39 years of construction experience, and 
have truly been blessed by God for its success. The last thing I want, is to not be good stewards of the 
limited churches resources, and I also want the services I am suggesting to have longevity to exterior 
finish. The Stucco contractor has been in business for as many years as myself, and we have seen what 
works best, and what has the chance of failure. We are asking the board of Historical Society to see that 
this is the best way to address this old stately place of worship, where honoring God is at the foremost. 

Thank you for your time, and I look forward to meeting the board the end of June. 

Sincerely, 

/ ( 4Tim ane 

Quality Construction, a part of our Family Heritage, since 1881 



APPLICATION FOR BUILDING PERMIT 

APPLICATION # 

(Please complete all information below and print clearly) 

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION 

twig i-1.7C7r 
APPLICANT: 

I  6

/ 7 4.-4 r .) 

COMPANY NAME: 
ee-t-14-fr  5 

PHONE # -.5-- 3,9 •-0 4/Ge) FAX #1' 3 3-59,
PROPERTY OWNER'S NAME: 

d irv-5 742r., 
PHONE # FAX* 
ARCHITECT / ENGINEER IN RESPONSIBLE CHARGE: 

ARCHITECT / ENGINEERING FIRM: 

PHONE # FAX # 

CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
DEPARTMENT OF LICENSES AND INSPECTIONS 
MUNICIPAL SERVICES BUILDING CONCOURSE 

1401 JOHN F. KENNEDY BOULEVARD 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102 

For more information visit us at www.phila.gov 

y 3 0 Fria, )/N Ave/4/ 
eih,„. ei 4 Pik. /9/y'r 

APPLICANT'S ADDRESS: 

/2-1 5, &--- 5-71-/-41-1-' 4-v 

67-e-A. 14- 12,9 19 17 3 
LICENSE # E-MAIL: 2:7-15%9.-te; 
PROPERTY OWNER'S ADDRESS: • 44347

4/30/ (4d'/5,4 ...,„4--  A, vz--
P  / 9 Z.>I 

ARCHITECT / ENGINEERING FIRM ADDRESS: 

LICENSE # E-MAIL: 
CONTRACTOR: 

CONTRACTING COMPANY: 

7 )4/-, 4" 

CONTRACTING COMPANY ADDRESS: 

/ 2. e4.5 - 7 

f,g / t2S3 
t4076/1/ 

LICENSE # 13e2oo E-MAIL: PHONE #2-15- 3 got; FAX # 3-/5-• 0.4-5qy 
USE OF BUILDING / SPACE: ESTIMATED COST OF WORK 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF WORK: 

7-- 47 '4 X-r-/ 4/ A 47% 
v IS p Pr.e.)-71- be- J' 111, ,on-) 

kt--mpi)e• Al I 4..o.oe". 0P j&J" 
13(v.5 A or' *2 5P t",-, 4) 5 i -r-u,../Adze„,.., /1 1411-14 p s r. 

pv-i - e(A.) DA 71— ( p Ld A- ) 1 Ar 4 d 

rst, 1.4-P C-,e,a- • 5' p n 1 1 po_s4- 0,4 41/ 

vivo d , 64,-/K„.5 pvi-474,..,1 /6)0.4.t p ,e). 

P41--r lip EA 1 pv "pe nut I M AI ipAd) . ft? per li--)14.-

TOTAL AREA UNDERGOING CONSTRUCTION:  trAr( t ri>t 4 fver 4-41174 
4

" ditd6 square feet 

COMPLETE THESE ITEMS IF APPLICABLE TO THIS APPLICATION: 

# OF NEW SPRINKLER HEADS (suppression system permits only):   LOCATION OF SPRINKLERS: 

# OF NEW REGISTERS / DIFFUSERS (havc / ductwork permits only): LOCATION OF STANDPIPES: 

IS THIS APPLICATION IN RESPONSE TO A VIOLATION?E] NO D  YES VIOLATION #: 

All provisions of the building code and other City ordinances will be complied with, whether specified herein or not. Plans approved by the Department form a part of this 
application. I hereby certify that the statements contained herein are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I further certify that I am authorized by the owner to 
make the foregoing application, and that, before I accejyt my permit for which this application is made, the owner shall be made aware of all conditions of the permit I understand 
that if I knowingly make any false statement herein I am subject to such pe -taffies as may be prescribed by law or ordinance. 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE DATE:  *-  /247/, 

81-3 (Rev. 11/18) 



PRE-REQUISITE APPROVALS FOR: 

ADDRESS: APPLICATION #: 

•\I IF REQ'D AGENCY INITIALS DATE REMARKS 
ART COMMISSION 
13TH FLOOR- 1515 ARCH STREET 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
13TH FLOOR -1515 ARCH STREET 
HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
13TH FLOOR- 1515 ARCH STREET 

FAIRMOUNT PARK COMMISSION 

E] CITY iii STATE 
AIR MANAGEMENT / HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
STREETS DEPARTMENT 
ROOM 940 - M.S.B. 
WATER DEPARTMENT 
2ND FLOOR - 1101 MARKET STREET 
EMERGENCY SERVICES & ABATEMENT UNIT 
ROOM 1140- M.S.B. 

ZONING 

WAS VIOLATION FOR WORK WITHOUT A PERMIT? 

VIOLATION # 

• NO • YES (INSPECTION FEE MUST BE ADDED TO PERMIT FEE) 

1-3 Reverse (Rev. 11/18) 
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designation to Philadelphia Register 
of Historic Places (1982)
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East elevation (rear elevation facing cemetery) West elevation (front facade along Frankford Avenue)
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