NOMINATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING, STRUCTURE, SITE, OR OBJECT
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM (CD, EMAIL, FLASH DREVE)
ELECTRONIC FILES MUST BE WORD_OR WORD GOMBATIRLE

1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address)
Street address: 10800 Knights Road

Postal code: 19154 Councilmanic Disatrict; 10LI

2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE

Historic Name: @ Saint Michel" (promounced: san mee-shell)

Current/Common Name: "The Mansion HOUée' at JefferSOn Health-—-

l\H_Lg[lle KOdC}. CAmMpus

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
X Building [ Structure [ Site [] Object

4, PROPERTY INFORMATION

Occupancy: [8] occupied [] vacant [] under construction [ ] unknown
Currentuse: Administrative offices for hospital, "Jefferson Health"

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Please attach

6. DESCRIPTION

Please attach

7. SIGNIFICANCE

Please attach the Statement of Significance.

Period of Significance (from year to year): from 1870 to +392

Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: 1870

Architect, engineer, and/or designer: Addison Hutton (1834-1916)
Builder, contractor, and/or artisan: local

Original owner: Francis A. Drexel (1824-1885)

Other significant persons: Michel Bouvier (1792-1874); St. Katharin
QJ0=

Prexer—(t 1955)




CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION:

The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):

E (a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; or, T

(b) Is associated with an event of |mportance to the h[story of the City, Commonwealth or Nation;

.._M.a l‘

(C) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a dlstlnctlve archltectural style; or,

(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,

(f) Centains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,

(g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and
familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,

(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or

(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.
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8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Please attach

9. NOMINATOR
Organization Date
Name %X T#E Celeste A, Morello Email -

Street Address 1234 South' Sheridan Street Telephone  215.334.6008

City, State, and Postal Code A’Ph;iladelphia PA 19147-4820

o

Nominator [] is ﬁﬂs\nq’[ \z \the property owner.

/? R\ Vs \\- -x
i ‘\; > o “\PHC UsE ONLY
Date of Recelpt\\ S 2
Y Correct-Comp\féﬂé’ [] Incorﬁaéﬁncompiete Date: February 5, 2019

Date of Notice |SS@;§’ February 5, 2019
Property Owner at Time of Notice
Name:  Frankford Hospital - Torresdale Division
Address: 10800 Knights Road

City: _Philadelphia State: PA Postal Code: 19114
Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:_March 12, 2019, Criteria A and E
Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission;__April 12,2019
Date of Final Action:  April 12,2019, Criteria A and E

Designated [ ] Rejected 3/12/18
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This nomination proposes to designate the property known as “St. Michel,” which sits on an
approximately 27-acre parcel at 10800 Knights Road. The parcel includes multiple buildings that are part
of Aria Health—Torresdale campus. The larger property is bounded by Knights Road at the east, Red Lion
Road at the northeast, and privately owned residences at the northwest and southwest.
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The boundary of St. Michel includes the footprint of the house, with a perimeter buffer. Several
additions included within the boundary are considered non-contributing and are shaded blue.
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Latitudinal and longitudinal points delineate the boundary of St. Michel.
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DESCRIPTION of NOMINATION:

Presently referred to as "The Mansion House" by Jefferson

B 5 (5% 5 4 M W o P o T3 Ve K {€651g trom 1870 1S & Lhcee story
cream-colored stucco construction topped with a contemporary
mansard roof. The aerial view of this building on the preceding
pages better illustrate the "Z-shaped" original plan showing

eight sides. This nomination is only on the 1870 Hutton plan,

not the later additions.

Photographs inset into recent images of this nomination
when known as "Saint Michel' a residence for the Francis A. Dre-
xel family (1870-1891) describe its changes in the exterior from
the Victorian ornamentations and louvred shutters to the post-
1891 years when much of this decorative display that was typical
in these "country houses" was pared down for the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament's novitiate. (Compared page 6 to pages 8 and 9).
The reduction in these embellishments by the Sisters is what is
evident today, with no alteration to what architect Hutton had
designed in conformity with the specific "country house" type--
which relates to the natural environment or with additional land-
scaping which was also done in 1870 by Mr. Drexel. This build-
ing integrates with this setting, with its Asian-inspired wood
patterns at the facade's porch and trim, occasional projecting
bays for windows or a balcony or side porch.” There are elements
in this building which identify Hutton as the architect such as
how he designed a mansard roof to incorporate the top floor, the
"flow" of the building into, not upon, the terrain and how he
masterfully accented areas so that no side seems dull or uninter-
esting because there are oculus windows or textures or grilles
on the roof and windows, which still are here.

Today, the cream color of the stucco contrasts with a dark

brown in the mansard roof, porches' roofs and the windows' trim
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and donars, cornice and supports_at the western elewvation—porech.

The main entrance (in 1870 and after) is accessed by an ap=-
proximate 8 foot deep concrete platform at the western facade.
This area is now closed off by shrubery around the entire porch
including the north and south elevations (from sides) where the
doorways are mnearest to the grounds. This facade's porch is in
good (not excellent) condition wilh the same Asian or Japanese-
style of woodwork pattern in the porch supports and trim suspen-
ded from the sloping roof. The porch spans the entire width of

this side. The most notable feature at this facade is the ori-
ginal Caen marble bas relief of Saint Michael the Archangel in

a contropposto pose, slaying Satan in the form of a dragon. This
sculpture is set within the pediment above the door and has been
there since the Drexels' placed it there, c. 1870. It measures
about 2 feet in an irregularly-shaped circle. A white surround
at this doorway features fluted posts below capitals in the form
of leaf bunches. Proceeding southwardly, there is a window be-
tween another doorway. Brown screen doors hang over inner doors
on both entries.

The mansard roof covers the height and width of the upper
level, or third story. Rounded arch dormer window frames hold
modern windows through this roof. Rounded arch windows are also
on the bays at the south wall, varying from the majority of the
windows (at the first and second levels) with straight tops.
Original iron grilles at some windows at the first two levels
remain as does :the oculus at the southwest side. The north wall
has a balcony below a window at the third floor level and both
are rounded arch designs projecting slightly in what would seem

to be a fireplace/chimney, if not with these openings.
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this property are the same or similar, as carried from the Hutton
design. However, some sides are obstructed with later building
additions to the east and south, with that commecting to the Cha-
pel which George I. Lovatt would design in 1931, The aerial of
Lhils nomlination aids in distinguishing the "whitish root™ of the
1870 construction seeking designation, despite the additions even
made by the Sisters who moved by 1892 to newer quarters elsewhere.
While it seemed that the pared-down version of the property was
made by the Sisters in about 1891, the decorations and shutter
removals from the windows did not alter what Hutton and Mr. Drexel
had agreed upon from the architectural plans in 1870 which is,
generally, what is evident as of this submission. (2018)

The PHC aerial image (below) holds a defined understanding
of what building seeks designation: the whitish-coated mansard
roof of the 1870 comstruction by Hutton for Drexel.
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STATEMENT of SIGNIFICANCE:

This nominated property has the historic name, "Saint Michel,"
(French pronunciation)? It is a rare example of a post-Civil War
"country house'" with a mansard roof located within the boundaries
of the City of Philadelphia. Designed by distinguished architect
Addison Hutton for Philadelphia-based banking magnate, Francis A.
Drexel in 1870, the property's significance is not only on its de-
sign, but mainly on the individuals associated with its origins,
including Philadelphia's only native-born saint, Katharine Mary
Drexel (Francis' daughter) who also founded the first religious
order for Roman Catholic nuns here. The order, the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament, had its first novitiate at the former residence.
The Sisters' mission was solely concerned with African and Native
Americans all over the United States.

The Drexel family's "Saint Michel" estate and country house
were named after St. Michael the Archangel, the patron saint of Mrs.
(Emma Bouvier) Drexel's beloved father, Michel (or 'Michael") Bou-
vier, a local real estate developer who began as a furniture-maker
in Philadelphia. Bouvier is still recalled today, in a street named
after him, this house, and in a trio of brownstone houses in Society
Hill conmstructed by him. To others, the "Bouvier" name is more as-
sociated with the former First Lady, Jacqueline Bouvier Kenmedy, of
the "Camelot" years at the White House shared with her husband, John
from 1961 until his assassination in November of 1963. She was Mi-
chel's great-great granddaughter. In 1870, Michel was called "grand-
father" by Saint Katharine Drexel and her sisters. (Emma was Katha-
rine's step~mother). The Drexel-Bouvier union was of two notable
families with deep observance of the Roman Catholic faith. Both

® The Philadelphia Historical Commission's "Preservation Memo For
Northeast District Plan' (2016)used a phonetic spelling of "San"
Michel, whichin French has the same sound but is spelled "Saint."
Moreover, in the Roman Catholic Church, St. Michae? (the Archangel)
is the patron saint of protectors and protecting, i.e., law enforce-
ment and military. St. Michael was invoked to protect the Drexel
household.
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families were very financially comfortable in the 19th century,
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However, the Drexels' lifestyle, exemplified by the ownership of
this country house, mirrored Francis' wealthy peers, most of whom
had rather have their "suburban villas'" or "rural retreats" out
in the outlying countieszlsuch as in what would be called the
"Main Liue" lalcr. Ouc of Saint Michel's qualilies ts Lhat it
was purposely built in Philadelphia. Moreover, the residence

was able to be easily incorporated into the natural, or intended,
landscape as i1f it was in the suburbs.

Architecturally, Saint Michel holds the prescribed three
"Principles” for what a "country house™ or "cottage house” should
present in its design and siting within the terrain. These "Prin-
ciples" were determined by landscaper and architect Andrew Jackson
Downing in the 1840s and very popular in published pattern books.
In Philadelphia, many "country house" types prior to the Civil War
in the 1850s and were described as "Italian Villa" or Italianate.
At Saint Michel is a contemporary mansard roof and other elements
not in prior designs. The Hutton plan at Saint Michel is distinc-
tive and was when constructed, and even now with the removals of
many of the original "Victorian'" decorations, the architecture
still responds to the "Primciples" of country house design.

The Drexels' residence remained in use until the last daughter

moved and married. By 1891, when she made her "Act of Profession'
to her new order, Saint Katharine altered the interior and some

additions were attached to the Hutton design--these additions are
non-contributing to this nomination. However, what is included is
a bas relief marble of St. Michael slaying Satan (as a dragon) in
the pediment over the (west) doorway which identifies this property
and bears the proof of the Drexels' lives and their great philan-
thropy in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia still applied today.

1Webster, Richard, Philadelphia Preserved. Temple Univ. Press, p.318.
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The former residence of the Francis A. Drexel family and first
novitiate for Saint Katharine Drexel's religious arder...

(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the
development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the City,
Gommonwealth or Natiom or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past.

The romination of “Saint Michel,™ now called the "Mansion
House" (to Jefferson Health staff), certainly has several persons
who were historically significant on the local, state and national
level. However, the individuals from this 19th century building
are still relevant today, as are their accomplishments. This
criterion will then discuss why Saint Michel, as a historically
important building possesses such a high value from those associ-
ated with the building from 1870 to 1892 that should merit desig-
nation by this Commission.

FRANCIS ANTHONY DREXEL & HIS COUNTRY HOUSE

The "Drexel"” name today is most known as a university in
West Philadelphia, named after its founder, Anthony J. Drexel
(1826-1893). He had outlived his older brother Francis A. (1824-
1885) and seemed to have had more sources on him because of how
he had partnered with those of his social class who were of the
Protestant faith which he (Anthony) converted to from Roman Ca-
tholicism. The historiography of the Drexel family oftens finds
the Protestant writers of the usual, and few, Philadelphia accounts
more generous to Anthony, but his closeness to his brother Francis
was essential. So, in Scharf & Westcott's History of Philadelphia
(1884) there is a history of banking in the city and how Francis
and Anthony were raised as children to work in '""l'he Drexel Banking
House" since 1837 when their father, Francis Martin Drexel founded

what was a brokerage of "the front rank.”" The Drexel fortune arose

Published in Philadelphia by L. Everts, page 2101ii.
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from "loans, credits and other financial operations...for govern-
ment use, national, State, and municipal." 3Francis A. and Anthony
broadened their father's firm to where Drexel & Co. had brokerage
houses in New York City, London and Paris by 1867. The brothers

had excellent reputations as businessmen and in their private lives
as well. Francis, the Roman Catholic, began his day with prayer

and Mass with his wife and daughters. Contemporary sources placed
him in a role in the office and dealing more one-to-one with clients
while Anthony, the Protestant, was more accepted into the class of
elite businessmen and their closed circle of City movers and shakers.
While Scharf & Westcott's History of Philadelphia (1884) leaned more
towards Anthony, reporting on Franmcis A. during and after his death
in 1885 was redundant and similar to Morris' description of him

as "simple, unostentatious, kindly, and well loved."™ Francis' do-
nation. to Roman Catholic and Archdiocesan charities is always part
of his biographical data. His Will had pages of bequeathments to
parishes, orphanages, Catholic colleges, schools for special educa-
tion or training and as his primary executor, Anthony ensured his
brother's estate was followed to Francis' wishes. Catholic Univer-
sity of America in Washington, D.C. has a chair in Francis' name ?
More importantly, the Drexel daughters' inheritances from Francis'
years at Drexel & Co., was used to purchase land, then construct
the schools, missions and other buildings for African and Native
Americans throughout the United States.

In 1870, Francis and his second wife, Emma Bouvier, along with
their three daughters, Elizabeth and Katharine (from first wife,
Hannah) and Louise, lived well from the earnings made from Drexel
& Co.'s loans made during the Civil War for the Union's cause.

The family travelled and had a lifestyle comparable to their class.

31bid.

Morris, Chas., Makers of Philadelphia: An Historical Work. Phila.:
L.R. Hamersly & Co., 1894, p. 535.

Sister M. Dolores, SBS, The Francis A. Drexel Family. Phila.: Jef=-
feries & Manz, 1939, pp. 337-338.
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delphiaus, with the faEhéfs, Francis M. and Michel (Michael) Bou-
vier both immigrants from Austria and France, respectively. How-
ever, Francis M. Drexel and Michel Bouvier worked to where they
would see themselves prior to their deaths as millionaires in their
owrnn professions. Thus, Francis A. and Emma were raised in envir-
onments where industriousness mattered. And the Roman Catholic
Church had utmost importance. According to The Francis A. Drexel
Family (1939), a book written by Sister M. Dolores (as directed by
Louise Bouvier Drexel Morrell), the family's core was their faith.
There was very little gbout the Drexel & Co.'s business and on the
"world-wide influence" the many Drexel brokerage houses had. (On
how Francis M. Drexel suddenly changed his career from portrait
artist to lender to the U.S. Government is also a mystery and not

documented in Francis' own memoirs.)

The Drexel sisters, as Elizabeth, Katharine and Louise would
be known, were getting older when Francis and Emma decided to pur-
chase a farm in the Torresdale section part of the city. It had
90 acres and terrain where the farmhouse overlooked most of the
land. Sister Dolores' book called this new Drexel property a
"country home" and provided some description of the renovations
"arranged by Mr. Drexel" to the farmhouse such as the "Mansa;d
roof distinctive of the better class houses of that period." The
architect, Addison Hutton, was never noted. Sister continued:
"Not only the house, but the lands were transformed by Mr. Drexel
from a farm in the ordinary sense of the word, to a well appointed
country residence." This was in conformity with the Principles in

the true "country house," for a distinctive architectural type.

6Jackson, Joseph, Encyclopedia of Philadelphia. Vol. II. Harrisburg:
7The Nat'l Historical Association, 1931, p. 601.

8Sister M. Dolores; op.eit., p. 53.
Ibid«y B: S4.
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Just as others in their economic class, the Drexels often
went to the less populated areas outside of the inner city for
vacation or respites. The "country house" in Philadelphia had
existed since the 18th century in homes now in the Fairmount Park
area by the Schuylkill as well as at the homes of John Bartram
and William Hamilton on the opposite banks of this river that are
but few remaining. These were gentleman estates, not of the arch-
itectural trend in the 1840s and 1850s of those contorming to the
"Cottage Residence" or "Country House" "patterns" found in the
books by Andrew Jackson Downing (1815-1852). This former landscape
designer-turned architect had proposed an integration of the ter-
rain and greenery with the building. Downing espoused this rela-
tionship between the man-made with the natural in the country
house design. Brown, the art historian summed up Downing's three
“principles...to domestic architecture'" which involved fanciful
use of certain architectural elements, such as porches or verandas,
varied shapes of windows and chimneys. The house plans are not in
squarish or rectangular shapes, but multi-sided, as if"crawling."
(The nominator's interpretation.)

Francis A. Drexel hired Addison Hutton (1834-1916) as the best
architect to transform the farmhouse into a more stately residence,
albeit a "country house" with a view of the grounds. Hutton was al-
ready known as the former partner of Samuel Sloan, which had lasted
for four years and then dissolved just prior to the Saint Michel
commission. Hutton produced designs which Francis probably saw in
the city, such as the Philadelphia Savings Fund Society bank at
/00-710 Walnut Street dating to 1868. Another was the Lippincott
townhouse on Rittenhouse Square with its mansard roof squeezed be-
tween buildings. 1In 1870, Hutton not only designed Saint Michel,

but he was found to have done a similar design on another country
e . .

O o e

1OBIOWH, Milton, American Art. NY: Abrams, 1979, p. 186.

Tatman & Moss, Biographical Dictionary of Philadelphia Architects:
1700-1930. Boston, Hall & Co., 1985, pp.401-2. This was of the few
architectural sources listing Hutton with this commission.
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Saint Michel

: Chapel of the
and cxtensions

True Cross

At least four(4) additional structures now adjoin Saint Michel.

house in Mount Kisco, New York.l%See next page.) The use of the
mansard roof--which engulfs the entire upper floor and holds the
projecting dormers, the Victorian accents and the irregular~sided
plan are in both country houses. They (houses) demonstrate h
Hutton progressed beyond the Italian Villa types in the 1850s to
the French Renaissance adaptations in the 1870 plans. The use

of the mansard roof was a contemporary feature (noted by Sister

Dolores, too) making the Drexel residence trendy in its time.

Saint Michel's location in Torresdale was said to have been
chosen so that Emma Drexel could see her aunt Louise, a nun at
Eden Hall, the private Catholic girls academy nearby. This Sis-
ter was a Bouvier, not unacquainted with the area from when her
father, Mlch%l owned his own country house in Frankford called

"Fairview." Thus, the Bouvier presence in Northeast Philadelphia.

12Hﬁ£§ggcglﬁggs%n ¥8$2all Elizabeth, Addison Hutton. Phila.: Art

13W Webster, op.cit.
Davis, John H., The Bouviers...NY: Farrar, p.74.
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"Saint Michel," ¢.i88D

(above and left from
Archives of Sisters of
the Blessed Sacrament.

Catholic Historical
Research Center, Phila.)
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Fic. 8. Elevations of “Braewold,” Mt Kisco, N.Y. For James
Wood. 1870. Courtesy of the present James Wood
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MICHAEL ('"MICHEL") C. BOUVIER

“Mrs Francls A. (Buma Bouvier) Drexel lLoved her country
house which she named "Saint Michel" (French pronunciation).
As the fifth of twelve children born to her French-speaking parents,
Fmma named this estate and residence to honor her father's patron
saint, Michael the Archangel, the protector saint. Emma had great
reverence forher father, a self-made man who migrated from France
and used his skill as a cabinetmaker to earn a living for himself
and his family. He was very successful in life and it was he who
was responsible for making the name "Bouvier" one of prestige, even

today. (See tear sheets from '"The Philadelphia Inquirer" Real Es-
tate below.) (Also see Appendix 1, Davis, p. 5! on facks on house.)

Soc:ety Hlll’s "Bouvrer Mansnon isa One—of-a—l(md Modern Masterptecel

T0wnhouse was builtin. 1850 by Jacquehne Kennedy Onass
;great—great—grandfathen\_

SUNDAY, AUG. 19, 2018 | THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER | J5.

SUNDAY OPEN HOUSE
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Certainly, the three Drexel daughters, who called Michel
"grandfather," knew that it was his saint that named their home.
Emma spoke French to her daughters and embued their lives around
Roman Catholicism, just as she experienced in the Bouvier house-
hold. Michael Bouvier was listed in the Philadelphia Directories
up to about 1845 with the words "mahogany" or "mahogany and
marble" to describe his occupation. Under "Cabinet Makers," he
also had a listing, with studios on South Second or South Front
Streets, near Market Street. Furniture was purchased by the up-
per classes who could afford the designs made by Bouvier. The
Athenaeum of Philadelphia exhibits at the present, some of the
exquisite French Empire pieces made by Bouvier and appreciated
by few. Upon his arrival in Philadelphia, by volition and not
by invitation because of his skills, he joined the French~speaking
community. Eventually, he would meet Emperor Napoleon's exiled
brother, Joseph and create furniture for him. Because Michael
Bouvier was Emma Drexel's father and grandfather of her daughter
Louise, information and an original portrait (among other personal)
objects of Mr. Bouvier are in the possession of the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament. John H, Davis, Michael's great-great grandson
researched and wrote his history in depth in The Bouviers: Por-
trait of an American Family (several editions since 1967) where
he asserted how the Bouviers rose in Philadelphia because of Mi-
chael's success® Bouvier speculated in land, typically buying
at a greatly reduced price, then selling at profit. He had many
employees for his furniture-making business, but he also construc-
ted homes and added"dﬁzeloper"to his income opportunities.

The Bouvier home headed by Michael included Roman Catholicism
and philanthropy to the Church which dovetailed with the Drexels'

14
No source was found to verify his regidence at 260 or anywhere on
South Third Street in Society Hill. His residence had bedn at 1240

North Broad Street at least siﬁce "1854," accorging to Davis,p.73.
On page 51, Davis wgote that the Bouviefs weére. butZone year &n "
Sough Third Street because the rowhouses "acquired another name

that was unflattering and vulgar.,
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tradition of giving. The Davis

book provided the photographs
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lic "tribute" to him, but at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York
City is an altar to him and to Louise, Emma Drexel's mother.

This New York City cathedral would only have had this altar in-
stalled for an important person and who paid for this altar would
have had influence with the archbishop te allow the altar.

Katharine Drexel (1858-19535} as a
young girl

Katharine Drexel as Mother Su-
perior of the Sisters of the Blessed
Sacrament for Indians and Colored
People (Portrait by Lazar Raditz)

Louise Bouvier Drexel (1863-1945),
later Mrs. Edward de V. Morrell

Three brownstone houses built by Michel Bouvier on Th
Spruce, in Philadelphia (1849)

Altar in memory of Michel and Louise Bou-
vier, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, New York
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Although today, "Bouvier Street" still runs in a north-
south direction through the city, Michael's surname and its
exotic "Frenchness" were made more known when great-great grand-
daughter Jacqueline T.ee Bouvier became the nation's First Lady
from 1961 to the assassination of her husband, President John F.
Kennedy in November of 1963. Her fashion sense and popular cul-
ture's interest in her continued past the "Camelot" years at the
White House. She was the first Roman Catholic First Lady, too.
(The Davis book was mindful to show how the grandchildren of Mi-
chael Bouvier were included in the New York City "Social Register"15
elevating the Bouviers to a class which the more powerful and
financially superior Kennedy family did not achieve.)

Descendant R%Vis wrote that Michael's "assets were worth
about a million” by 1873, a year before his death. This may have
put him in the same or nearly same economic level as the Drexels.

(No records to prove this are available to give Davis or anyone
any basis.) However, family records specifically state that Saint
Michel was derived from the Bouvier pater familias, and the site
was the residence visited by Philadelphia notables and elite, in-

cluding Roman Catholic clergy of the highest rank.

KATHARINE MARY DREXEL
A ROMAN CATHOLIC SAINT

Even non~Catholics can appreciate how a religious order of
nuns who were dedicated1§o minister to African and Native Americans
founded at Saint Michel has historical value. It was here, as a
vacant building in 1891, where Reverend Mother Katharine Mary Dre=-
xel placed her new order's novitiate where women were trained in

her order's rules and prepared to go out to establish missions.
prep g

15

16 Ibid. . 103.

171Ibid., E. 75. ., .
Sister Dolores, op.cit., Foreword.
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in the 1976 Archdiocesan history by Connelly, but Mahoney in 1895
did note two important facts: Katharine Drexel had founded the
"first (religious order) that has had its origin in Philadelphia,"
and this order was founded "by a native of the Quaker Cily."

He continued that Katharine "turned her family's country seat,
near Torresdale, into a temporary convent, St. Michael's" and it
was there that ghe "had her first reception of novices on Septem-
ber 25, 1891." Katharine had made her "Act of Professiopn" (see
next page) on February 12, 1891 of that year. She and the Sis-
ters would remain at Saint Michel (Saint Michael's) until Arch-
bishop Patrick Ryan dedicated their new convent in Bucks County
on December 8, 1892.

Since her canonization in 2000, Katharine Mary Drexel has be-
come internationally known as one of only a small number of Ameri-
cans whose intercession was implored for the miraculous. In the
Drexel case, the former heiress who inherited millions from the
Drexel & Co. brokerageand banking firm, had been sought by two
families in Bucks County to intercede to God for miracles.

In 1988, Katharine Drexel was beatified by Pope (and later Saint)
John Paul II when the hearing of two children defied medically-
supervised treatments, and no other explanation could be given on
how one child born deaf and another who lost hearing were able to
hear after praying to Katharine Drexel.  The canonization eclipsed
Katharine's ministry which resulted (during heiolife), in "145 mis-
sions, 45 elementary schools, 12 high schools" and Xavier University,

the first Catholic university specifically for African Americans.

8Mahoney, D.H,,Historical Sketches of the Catholic Churxches and
19lnstitutions of Philadelphia. Phila.: Mahoney, 1895, p. 211.
Archdiocesan staff, Our Faith- Filled Heritage. Strasbourg, France:
20Editions du signe, 2007, p.116.
Freeman's Auction Sheet by Lynda Cain, April, 2017 on "Native Ameri-
can Arts to be offered from the Collection of The Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament."
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The Act of Profession, memorialized in writing (below) initiated

the—religious—order—the—fingtars—of-theBlessed-Saoranments—whieh
Began at oalnt MichCl,

the rormer DreXel residence nominated.
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Native Americans for whom she promised to be their "Mother and
Servant" is also prart of their (separate) histories. Mahoney
wrote in 1895 that the '"Drexel sisters' had purchased a large
four-story house at 9th and Pine Streels in Philadelphia to be
one of their first schoals "far colored Catholics." %n 1891,

the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament opened their first mission
In Santa Fe, New Mexico, the beginning of her work in the West.
If a race or culture is assessed by what products it makes, then
Katharine Drexel had a first-hand look into the souls of those
she served and sought to free from "neglect or abandonment." She
and her Sisters had received gifts from the Indians which were
deemed valuable and sold at auction by world-renown Freeman's

in April of 2017 in the "Native American Arts" collection to ease
the costs of a waning religious order. This sale of this valuable
collection (50 + lots) is ome such public reminder leading to the
November, 2018 opening of a new crypt to Saint Katharine in the
Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Philadelphia.

Saint Katharine's life had always been influenced by her
Roman Catholic faith, which at Saint Michel grew as she taught
Sunday School there. She and her family passed under the marble
sculpture of St. Michael the Archangel (included in the nomination)
as did the Archdiocese's highest ranking clergy to say Mass there.
Saint Michel is the history of one of America's wealthiest families
whose Roman Catholicism represented the country's acceptance of the
faith because their wealth funded good causes and produced wonder-

ful people and their accomplishments. Saint Michel was this place.

Celeste A. Morello, MS, MA
November, 2018

21Mahoney, op.cit., p. 147. Subsequent schools and other services

were established for the blacks by St. Katharine after the 1895
publication.
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Copies of primary sources obtained from:

The Athenaeum of Philadelphiaj

Catholic Historical Research Center;
and,

Free Library of Philadelphia.

re: historically-significant individuals
associated with "Saint Michel."
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BANKS AND BANKHRS, AND CURRENCY.

2101

does not extend beyond the time when the present
banking system was established know nothing of the
condition of the eurrency and exchanges after the
failure of the United States Banlk, and the extent to

by the Natiopal Banks.

The profits resulting to Mr. Clark from seven
years’ business, between 1837 and 1844, were all used
by him in the payment of debts incurred in Boston
in 1836, and the considerable fortune which he left
to his family in 1856 was acquired in 1844 and later

His eldest son, Edward W., became a partner in
tho house in January, 1842 Jay Cooke had them
been o parttner for five years, and Mr. Clark gradu-
ally withdrew from active participation in the busi-
ness. Clarénce H. Clark was admitted in 1854.

Mr. Clark did not live long to enjoy the rest thus
afforded. He was attacked in 1855 by a painful dis-
ease due to nicotine poisoning, and died in 1856, be-
fore completing his fifty-fourth year.

Jay Cooke, who had been at one time & partner of
Enoch W. Clark, was born in Huron County, Ohie,
Aug, 10, 1821. His business life commenced at the
early age of thirteen in a store in Sandusky, where
he remained nearly a year, and then went to St.
Louis, from whence he returned home to continue
his edueation. He soon removed to Philadelphia,
and accepted a position with William G. Moorhead,
who was then largely engaged in railroad and canal
enterprises. He subsequently obiained a position in
the banking house of- E. W. Clark & Co., of this
eity. He was about seventeen when he entered this
house, but his earnest zeal to understand the business
of banking, and his close attention to all details, so
impressed his employers that before he attained his
majority he was intrusted with full powers of attorney
to sign the name of the firm; and in 1842, when
twenty-one years of age, he was admitted a partner,
in which he remained until 1858, In the early part
of 1861 he went into partnership with W. . Moeor-
head, under the style of Jay Cooke & Co. When
the first of the war loans was advertised, this house
obtained and sent to Washington a large list of sab-
seriptions; afterward the house placed a large part of
the war loan of Pennsylvania. The subsequent sue-
cess of the house in placing the war loans obtained
for its head the name of #ke’Financier of the Rebel-
lion. The house continued to prosper until it beeame
the bankers and fiscal agents of the Northern Pacific
Railroad Company. The heavy azdvances made by
the firm to this company, depending for reimburse-
meub on Lthe sale of bonds, caused the suspension of
the company or the 18th of September, 1878, after
which the concern was placed in bankruptey, from
which Mr. Cooke emerged with loss of fortune, bui
with preservation of character,

Bacrificing all his properties to meet the demands
of his ecreditors, and disdaining to resort to the legal

technicalities which might have largely protected
him, he passed inte an honorable retirement, leaving
behind him the example of a man who was as brave
in meeting disaster as he had been wise and energetic

—whielprty e bk g -frms-Trosaoted-thedifforont--funmendly —lw}g{mg-ﬁp—fhe—hwdz ~of-the-govern
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THent, and 1t Opening to ClvillzAtion fhd SetLetiant
the magnificent and fertile empire of the new North-
west. Recalling now the financial strength of the
government, its untarnished credit, and the high val-
uations of its securities in all the money markets of
the world, no person familiar with its history can
avoid acknowledging the influence of Mr. Cooke in
the poliey which has led to such proud results.

The Thexel Banking Fouse, in broad influence
and honorable reputation, occupies the froat rank.
It was founded in 1837 by Francis M. Drexel, de-
ceased, father of the two brothers of that name who
are now at ifs head. It became large, prosperous,
and of high credit in his lifetime. Their New York
house (now Drexel, Morgan & Co.) dates from 1850 ;
and the Paris house { Drexel, Harjes & Co.) was estab-
lished in 1867. The loans, credits, and other financial
operations of these three Drexel banks extend all
over the commercial world. The Loandon connection
is J. 8. Morgan & Co. The Drexel brothers above
referred to are Anthony J. and Francis A, -and a
brief sketch of the former iz given here,

Anthony J, Drexel was born in Philadelphia in
1826, and long before he was through with his school
studies entered the bank at the age of thirteen, Since
then (or rather since his school education was finished)
the history of the banking establishment has been
his life, It progress, its great growth, its high re-
pute, its wide influence, the extent of its operations,
farnish the material that would go into his biogra-
phy, his brother’s, and his father’s. Otherwise the
writer can only speak of his character, and the ad-
mirable qualities which give him prominencein busi-
ness and in private life. First, as to his breadth of
view as banker. The Drexel houses are money-fur-
nishing establishments, their principal transactions
being to supply eapital for individual and corporate
enterprises or needs,—for government use, national,
State, and municipal,—and for times of public emer-
gency. In all such negotiations, but especislly those
of a large or public nature, Mr. Anthony Drexel has
a quick and intaitive perception, his mind taking in
all the prominent hearings of the proposition at cnee,
and enabling him to decide promptly what ought ox
ought not to be done; and with him whatshould be
done takes notice not only of the interests of his own
banlks, but just and generous regard for the interests
of the clicnt and for the public also, whenever the
negotiation has its public side. If it is an occasion
when solvent business men or fiduciary institutions
are kard pressed or might be compelled to suspend
or break owing to panic in the money market, the
means are furnished to save the men or the institu-
tions from breaking or discredit. Mr. Drexel has
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FRANCIS ANTHONY DREXEL,
18 AwraHony DREXEL was the aldest son of
i§ Martin Drexel, who came to the United States
cliowe (e Austrian Fyrol.  The senior Lirexel,
die yeals spent in bls profession of portrait pant-
South America, turned his attention to finance,
mded the house of Drexel & Compauy it 134y,
was the eldest of three sons, Anthony Joseph
seph William lLeing his younger brothers. He
in in Philadelphia, January 7, 1824. The discipline
g upoa his boys by the founder of the house was
one, and bore fruits in a success rarely equalled
istory of banking. At the age of thirteen the

that was strengthened by mdustzlous 1pph—
i til his acquirements were of the highest order.

i discernment and sound judgment made itself
¢ building up of the firm; and after the death of
ef, inn 1863, he and his brother, Anthony J., were
own as unusual men and well qualified to
he busmess on the lines already laid down by
ér, The affection that bound these brothers to
r during the long years they worked together
perfect conﬁdence they reposed in each other's
, notwithstanding some dissimilarities of temper-
ve to their united work results that could hardly
1 attained by individual effort. The younger
vas prompt to seek advice from the elder;

o/ to assent to the suggestions of the younger.

vas of a retiring nature, notwithstanding his
character. Anthony had been early trained
tside work of the firm, while his brother super-
ffice and counting-house. As a consequence,
vas more often seen among men; but his
’%‘department of the firm's busmess was not less
hzn his own, The public history of the lives
others is largely, almost entirely, that of the
~Drexel & Company, a hanking firm that, like
lropean houses, although controiled by private
%, seemed under their management more like a
tution. What it has been-to Philadelphia as
thening and conservative power in business circles,
ifficult to tell; but that its power has been

yand in such a manner that its success might

exalted esteem in which the characters of these brothers
were held during their lives and the honor paid their
memories after death,

In private life, Mr. Drexel was simple, unostentatios,
kindly, and well loved, His charities were so great as to
mark him as a philanthropist; but he sought to avoid
publicity and to confer his benevelence in such a way as
to give grace to his act. His life was governed by a
strict and conscientions regard for the precepts of his
religion. He was a devout Catholic, and found his rule
of action in the teachings of that Church. He was an
intense lover of music, and had great knowledge of its
science. His favorite instrument was the organ, of wlich
he was a master. He owned a fine instrument, upon
which it was his favorite diversion to play the most ele-
vated and scientific productions. He was capable of
directing the most difficuit perfermance, and on many
occasions he carried on the musical services at the
Cathedral.

Fond of a rural life, he made himself familiar with
the natural history of trees and fAowers, of birds and
animals, and devoted much of his leisure time to the
beautifying of his country home. He was a discrim-
inaling reader, and filled his library with well-chosen
books. He died on the 15th day of February, 1883,
By his will one tithe of his large estate he devoted to

it the advantage of others, is shown by the

charity.
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poured in upon him faster than he could fill them, and
throughout his life he had command of every impor-
tant work produced in France. His engravings were
mainly the portraits of distinguished people. Among
his many superb plates a portrait of Colbert (1700)
marks the acme of his art; and next in point of excel-
lence come the portraits of Louls X1V and Louis XV,
poth alter Rigaud. Oller celebrated works of his are
a Crucifixion; after
Coypel, and a por-
trait of Charles LI
of England. Dur-
ing the last years
of his life Drevet
worked with hisson
and they produced
plates together.

PIERRE - IMBERT
DrEVET, called the
Younger Pierre,was
born in Paris, 1697;
died there, 1739.
His father, the elder
Drevet, gave him
such assiduous in-
struction that at
the age of thirteen
he produced a su-
perb little plate
which indicated his
future eminence. At first he engraved after Lebrun,
but he soon developed a style of his own, spontan-
eous, sincere, and brilliant. Under his facile, sure,
and soft graver every detail was rendered, every
shade of colour and every variety of texture. The
result was always an harmonious unit. He was his
father’s constant companion and worked with un-
wearying patience with him. In 1723 Pierre-Im-
bert finished his portrait of Bossuet after Rigaud
(see Carnonic Excycropepis, 11, s. v. Bossuet), “ per-
haps the finest of all the engraved portraits of
France'’ (Lippman). In 1724 the portrait of Cardi-
nal Dubois was engraved. Both of these are treated
broadly and freely, show magnificent handling of
draperies, and possess exquisite finish. The great
plate of Adrienne Lecouvreur (1730) and that of
Samuel Bernard are by many authorities ranked
with the Bossuet. For Bernard’s portrait Rigaud
himself made the drawing, a most unusual event
in eighteenth-century engraving. Besides his mas-
terly portraits, Pierre-Imbert produced many re-
ligious and historical plates; chiefly of Coypel. A
sunstroke (1726) resulled in intermittent imbecility,
and the talented and hardworking master—the last
of the pure-line men—had thirteen years of such
madness before his death. He kept on engraving,
however, until the end. He was a member of the
Académie de Peinture and the king assigned him
apartments in the Louvre. Among%ﬁs pupils were
Frangois and Jacques Chéreau and Simon Vallée.

The following are among his principal works:
“Presentation of the Virgin’’, after Le Brun; “Pre-
gentation in the Temple’”, after L. Boullongne; por-
traits of the Archbishop of Cambrai (after Vivien); and
René Pucelle, his last work, after Rigaud.

Cravupz Drever, a French engraver, b. at Lyons,
1705; d. in Paris, 1782. He was a nephew and pupil
of Pierre the Elder and at first followed the traditions
of the two Pierres, forming about him a coterie of en-
gravers who endeavoured to keep alive their great
traditions. Later he became very hard and precise
with the graver, and his work lost all its artistic and
painter-like quality, everything being sacrificed for a
brilliant technic. ~Nevertheless, many of his plates
possess great charm and delicacy. Claude seemed
ndifferent to his art and produced but little compared
with the other members of the family. When Plerre-

]

Pi1ERRE DREVET
Hyacinthe Rigaud

Imbert died, his rooms in the Louvre were given to
Claude, who proceeded to squander nearly all the
money left him by his uncle and his cousin,

e engraved portraits of Henri Oswald, Cardinal
d’Auvergne, after Rigaud, and of De Vintimille, Arch-
bishop of Paris, also after Rigaud.

TFrrvix Divor, Lea Drevet (Parig, 1876} PAWLOWBEY, Cata-
logue ratsonné; DILRE, French Engravers and Draughtsmen of the
X V111 Century (London, 1902); LipesaN, Engraving and Elch-
ing (New York, 1006); PERNETTY, Les Lyonnais dignes de
mémorre, 11, 139. Leex Hunst.

Drexel, Francis ANTHONY, banker, b. at Philadel-
phia, U. S. A., 20 June, 1824; d. there 15 Feb., 1885.-
TTe was the oldest son of Francis Martin Drexel, a
Tyrolese by birth, and by profession a portrait-painter
and musician, who in 1837 turned his attention to
finance, and founded the house of Drexel & Co. in
Philadelphia with connexions with the firms of J. S.
Morgan & Co. of New York, and Drexel, Harjes &
Co. of Paris. Associated with him were his sons
Francis Anthony, Anthony Joseph, and Joseph Will-
jam. Franeis Anthony began his financial career at
the age of thirteen, and at his father’s death in 1863
beecame the senior member of the firm, and was

recognized as one of America’s foremost_financiers.
The iﬂouse of Drexel & Co. was in the public estima-

tion unalterably associated with the strictest integrity
and the most broadminded liberality. At critical
periods it came generously fo the support of the pub-
lic eredit. Franeis A. Drexel’s growing fortune did
not alienate him from religion or harden his heart
against the appeals of charity. He remained to the
end poor in spirit, and regarded his vast wealth
merely as 2 Divinely lent instrument for doing good.
In his exercises of piety and his copious distribution
of charities, he was ably seconded by his second wife,
Tmma Bouvier Drexel, who died before him. His
children by his first wife, who was Hannah J. Langs-
troth, were Elizabeth, who died 26 September, 18490,
and was the wite of Walter George Smith, of Phila-
delphia, and Katharine, who entered religion and
founded the congregation of the Sisters of the B
Sacrament for Indians and Colow eople (see
ATHOLIC ENCY-
cLopeDIA, 1I, P.
599}.h Anﬁth_er
daughter, Louise.
Wifeg of Ed ward
Morrell, was the
only child of his
second marriage.
In his will Mr.
Drexel followed
the Biblical injunc-
tion of bequeathing
a tithe (81,500,-
000) of his great
estate to religious
and charitable pur-
poses, with the fur-
ther proviso that
in case his daugh-
ters should leave
no issue, the entire
estate should be
distributed among the institutions specified in the
will. His daughters continued to walk in the foot-
steps of their father., Among their own benefactions,
Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Morrell founded the St. Francis
Industrial School at Eddington, Pennsylvania. The
Francis A. Drexel Chair of Moral Theology in the
Catholic University of America was founded by his
daughfers in honour of Mr. Drexel.

James F. LoUGHLIN.

TFrancis ANTHONY DREXEL

Drey, JOHANN SEBASTIAN vox, professor of theology
at. the University of Tiibingen, b. 16 Oct., 1777, at
F; 7 - .

&
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bridge seems to have been erected, and it is probable that not long afterwards
another bridge—not a drawbridge—carried Second Street over the dock {for
the creek had been widened to form a dock), was built. In 1704, the grand jury
presented that the bridge was insufficient and dangerous to man znd beast. In
their presentment in 17:3, the bridge first was referred to as the Drawbridge.
The grand jury found it not passable, and mentioned the bridge at Second Street
as also in need of repair. In 1740, a stone bridge covered the dock at Third
Street, its upper end. When the creek was arched over and Dock Street laid out,
the Drawbridge passed into history.—See Dock Srreer; Dock Crzex,

DREXEL, TRANCIS MARTIN—(1792-1863), portrait painter and banker,
was born in Dornbirn, Austrian Tyrol, where his father, Franz Joseph Drexel,
was a merchant. Flis mother was Magadalen Wilhelm Drexel. When he was
eleven years of age, young Drexel was sent to school at Milan, where, in addition
to the study of languages, he also studied to be a painter. The Napoleonic Wars,
which seem to have produced financial dificulties for his father, interrupted his
studies, which were continued in differenti parts of Europe before returning to
his native town in 1815. Conditions were very upset, and after two years of
roving, in 1877, he sailed from Amsterdam for Philadelphia. During the next
nine years he remained in this city, painting portraits, in which he became
proficient rather than masterful. In 1821, he married Catharine Hookey, of
Philadelphia, and five years later he began to rove again, going to South America,
where a series of revolutions were in progress. For four years he traversed a
good deal of Central and South America, during which, in addition to painting
portraits, he began to accumulate considerable money, in the exchange of cur-
rency. Finally, in 1837, he set up a brokerage business in Louisville, Kentucky,
and the next year returned to Philadelphia, which henceforth was his home. He
began a banking business here, at 34 South Third Street, in January, 1833, and
that remained the Drexel Banking House for almost ffty years. The Drexel
Banking House within a comparatively short time became an institution, in
which his sons, Francis 4., Anthony J., and Joseph W. Drexel, assisted. The
world-wide influence of this house was extended by Anthony Joseph Drexel,
after the death of his father, which occurred June 5, 1863, when he was run over
by a railroad car.

[Biblio.—"A New Heme for an Old House™ (Phila., 1927) (Portrait}; W, Borden, article
on Francis M. Drexel, in “Dict. of Amer. Bicg.” Vol. V (N. Y., 1530).1

DREXEL INSTITUTE OF ART, SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY—Thirty-
second and Chestnut Streets. Founded and endowed in 18g1 by Anthony J.
Drexel (died, 1893), son of Francis M. Drexel (supra). Incorporated, 1gor.
Objects: to afford persons of both sexes, on equal terms, opportunities for educa-
tion in art, science and industry. Reorganized in 1913 to teach secretarial and
engineering arts principally.
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(256) Religion and the Class Structure

of the century, Lincoln Steffens found Philadelphia “corrupt and
contented.” Ile might also have added “unimaginative.”

The glory of Rittenhouse Square, and the fashionable Episco-
pal churches in the neighborhood, reached its height in the 1890’s.
On Saturday afternoon, January 20, 1894, the pomp and power of
Philadelphia’s and America’s business upper class were symbolized
at a service held in memory of the city’s greatest Victorian banker,
Anthony J. Drexel, who had recently passed away at the height
of the panic of 1893.%¢ The memorial service, attended by fashion-
able, official, and business gentlemen from Philadelphia, New York,
and other cities along the eastern seaboard was held at Drexel
Institute of Technology in West Philadelphia. Bishops of the Protes-
tant Episcopal Church led the ceremonies. The opening prayer was
given by William B. Bodine, Rector of the Church of the Savior,
the memorial address by the Right Reverend Henry Codman Pot-
ter, Bishop of New York, and the final benediction by the Right
Reverend Ozi William Whitaker, Bishop of the Diocese of Penn-
sylvania.®

The Twentjeth Century: Decline of the Urban Family Church.
After the First World War, the fashionable churches around the
Square gradually ceased to be family parishes and increasingly
ministered to a mobile population of apartment-dwellers and a
few members of the older generation whose children had moved
to the suburbs. This trend, of course, started much earlier. The

historian of St. Mark’s, for example, writes that in 1909, “the Sun-

day School numbered about 50 pupils as compared with 100 pupils
in 1894795
Although St. Mark’s and Holy Trinity survived the suburban

exodus, St. James’ eventually became a casualty when it was sold -

to the Atlantic Refining Company (a convenient spot to refuel be-

fore taking the Parkway to the suburbs) during World War IL#* &

St. James® struggle for survival in its last years provides an inter-

= Although A. J. Drexel was baptized a Roman Catholic in infancy, he and
his brother, Joseph W. Drexel, who married a Wharton, eventually went over

to the Episcopal Church. Their older brother, Francis A. Drexel, however, re-'

mained a Catholic and one of the Church’s leadmg benefactors. For years, on

specified occasions, Holy Mass was celebrated at “St. Michel” the estate of

this branch of the family in Torresdale, on the Delaware, and at 1503 Walnut -

Street, their winter residence. Francis A. Drexel's daughter, Katherine, even-

tually became a nun and founded the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament whlchl‘ :

used the Drexel country place, “St. Michel,” as a novitiate.?
-_P——

Religion and
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vy Lodge into the early phases of Picturesque Eclecticism is the -
‘Fbenezer Maxwell House (illus.), built in 1859.28 Its site at Greene
"snd Tulpehocken streéts, then a sparsely populated neighborhood
with natural plantings, gave the architect the opportumnty to develop
adesign witha rambling plan and irregular silhouette that was more
suitable for the setting than a classically balanced dwelling. Its promi-
nently shaped and angulated cross-gables indicate that it was
probably meant to be an Elizabethan villa, yet a host of other ele-

ents obscure this point. The archivolt freatment of the recessed en-
trance and the boldly carved porch arcades are reminiscent of the
omanesgue; the porch battlements and truncated lancet window of
the spindly tower are taken from the Gothic; and the mansard roof
uggests French Renaissance. These elements were combined with
andom local rubble relieved by dressed ashlar quoins and multiple
jamond-shaped red sandstone and eight different shapes of

indows to create an effect so picturesque that recently

eighbors affectionately called the mansion the " Addams House” in
eference to Charles Addams, the macabre cartoonist whose witches,
houls, and monsters often peer from mansarded towers like that of
he Maxwell House. This splendid example of High Victorian
clecticism was nearly lost, however, when in the early 1960’s efforts
were made to demolish the house to make room first for a service
station and then for a rest home. The Philadelphia Historical Com-
mission interceded to prevent this, allowing enough time for a
dedicated local group to organize and start the present process of
restoring the house into a center for Victorian arts. > Next to its pres-
ervation, the most pleasant aspect of the Maxwell House is its envi-
ronment. It is but one star in a galaxy of nineteenth-century suburban
villas. Its immediate neighborhood of Tulpehocken Street, Walnut
Lane, and Wayne Avenue makes up but one constellation; there are
many other picturesque patches to be found bordering such streets as
School House Lane and Upsal Street. The houses in a wide range of
styles remain remarkably little altered, planted firmly on their large
lots along tree-lined byways that are tailor-made for walking tours of
Victorian domestic architecture.

Germantown’s second railroad, the Chestnut Hill Line of the
nnsylvania Railroad (now Penn Central), began operations west of
Germantown Avenue in June, 1884, and almost immediately set off
other rash of residential construction along its path, particularly in
ount Airy and Chestnut Hill. 3% A fine example of such an affluent
mmuter neighborhood is Petham. Most of its sumptuous Colonial
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two places during most of the colonial period, and it was not until
1761 that stage coaches began running between Germantown and
Philadelphia and shortly thereafter to Reading and Bethlehem as
well.24 The roads remained wretched, however, and travel was at
best uncomfortable until in 1801 the Germantown and Perkiomen
Turnpike Company was chartered and given control of Germantows
Road from Third and Vine streets on the northern edge of
Philadelphia to Perkiomen Bridge in Collegeville, Montgomery
County. This step, however, did not always assure a quick, smooth
trip between Germantown and Philadzlphia, and over the decades,
conditions failed to improve significantly; in 1874 the town's citizens
went to court and forced the City of Philadelphia to acquire and pave
the road. Meanwhile, leading citizens of Germantown took action to
build a rail connection with both the city and lower Montgomery
County. The Philadelphia, Germantown and Norristown Railroad, |

one of the country’s earliest, was incorporated in February, 1831, and’

construction was begun that summer. By the following fall the road:
extended to the Germrantown Depot, a tavern at Germantown
Avenue and Price Street.?s This taverr. was replaced by a two-story
station (now the city’s oldest railroad ctation) in 1855, about the sam
time that the road was extended into Chestnut Iill by leasing the
newly completed Chestnut Hill Railroad.?* These rail lines were sup
plemented in 1859 by the Germantown Passenger Railway Compan
whose horse-drawn streetcars carried an average of 2,500 passenger.

daily during its first month of operation along Germantown Avenue

between Phil-Ellena and Eighth streets.*”

These developments in transportation heralded another era in
Germantown'’s history, that of garden suburb. The writings of
Andrew Jackson Downing helped to popularize the environment
and architecture of thz kinds of residential neighborhoods that Ger-
mantown knew durirg the last half of the nineteenth century. Ivy
Lodge, at 29 East Penn Street, not far from the Penn Street station on
the Philadelphia, Germantown and Norristown Railroad, was built
about 1850, making it one of the town’s first suburban villas. Because
of its proximity to Germantown Avenue and the built-up part of the
town, its version of the [talianate is more self-contained than many
Italian villas with their towers, belvederes, wings, and porches, Yet
the static nature of Ive Lodge’s nearly cubic form is relieved by the
use of material (rock-faced local stone ashlar), details (octagonal side

bay, porches, and clongated cornice brackets), and silhouette (arched.

dormer set into the cernice). Moving beyond the classical restraint of
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Iy Lodge into the early phases of Picturesque Eclecticism is ~he I
Thenezer Maxwell House (illus.), built in1859.28 Its site at Greene
ind Tulpehocken streets, then a sparsely populated neighberhood
ith natural plantings, gave the architect the opportunity to develop
ddesign with a rambling plan and irregular silhouette that was more
table for the setting than a classically balanced dwelling. Its promi-
nently shaped and angulated cross-gables indicate trat it was
?c@uw_% meant to be an Elizabethan villa, yeta host of pther ele-
hents abscure this point, The archivolt treatment of the recessed en-
Lrance and the boldly carved porch arcades are reminiscent cf the
‘Romanesque; the porch battlements and truncated lzncet window of
‘the spindly tower are taken from the Gothic; and the mansa=d roof |
liigpests French Renaissance. These elements were zombined with ,
andom local rubble relieved by dressed ashlar quoins and multiple
diamond-shaped red sandstone and eight different shapes of
L indows to create an effect so picturesque that recently
neighbors affectionately called the mansion the * Addams Fouse” in
to Charles Addams, the macabre cartoonist whose witches,
ghouls, and monsters often peer from mansarded towers like that of
the Maxwell House. This splendid example of High Victorien
Eclecticism was nearly lost, however, when in the early 1960's efforts
were made to demolish the house to make room first for a service
station and then for a rest home. The Philadelphia Historical Com-
mission interceded to prevent this, allowing enough time fora
dedicated local group to organize and start the present process of
restoring the house into a center for Victorian arts.* Next to its pres-
ervation, the most pleasant aspect of the Maxwell House is its envi-
ronment. It is but one star in a galaxy of nineteenth-century suburban
villas. Its immediate :Emrvc}aoa of Tulpehocker. Street, Walnut
and Wayne Avenue makes up but one constellation; there are
many other picturesque patches to be found bordering sucn streets as
School House Lane and Upsal Street. The houses in a'wide range of
 styles remain remarkably little altered, planted firmly on their large
' lots along tree-lined byways that are tailor-made for walking tours of
” Victorian domestic architecture.

Germantown’s second railroad, the Chestnut Hill Line of the
Pennsylvania Railroad (now Penn Central), began operztions west of
Germantown Avenue in June, 1884, and almost immediately set off
another rash of residential construction along its path, parzicularly in

Mount Airy and Chestnut Hill 39 A fine example of such an affluent
" commuter neighborhood is Pelham. Most of its sumptuous Colonial
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rerinders of an age wlen work meant Ingecutily and hard and
dangerous activity relieved by periodic and uncompensated layoffs,
while ownership offered wealth, power, and luxury.

Monumental and lucrative as these factories were, they and the
railroad ravaged the idyllic surroundings along Frankford and Tacony,
creeks during the last half of the nineteenth century. The Georgian
mansions were abandoned and fell into ruin, and their stripped and
rotting hulks were finally torn down in the 1940’s and 1950's.7% (One
of Port Royal’s dependencies managed to survive because it could be
converted to low-rent housing.) This nineteenth-century industrial
pattern was so well entrenched in the lower part of the corridor that
the twentieth century has brought no significant change. The present
physical culture of the upper region, on the other hand, is moxe the
product of the automobile than that of any other part of the city, since
large parts of it lay undeveloped until after World War IL

[nland from the waterways a few nineteenth-century suburban
villas remain as testimony to its former status as a haven for the city’s
business elite. Burholme (illus.), a picturesque Italianate villa witha
matching carriage house, is one of the finest examples of this building
type, which was first popularized by Andrew Jackson Downing in the
1840°s. Its crowning glory is an overwhelming belvedere with
stained-glass windows and attenuated dome that combines with the
arched cross-gable of the hipped roof to give the mansion a bold
silhouette. Built about 1859 for Joseph W. Ryerss, president of the
Tioga Railroad, Burholme stands on high ground, affording a
sweeping view of its forty-eight landscaped acres.” The house and
grounds were transferred to the city in 1905 by Ryers's daughter-in-
law, and today they are part of the extensive Fairmount Park system,
which is helping to preserve a splendid suxvivor of a dying species.”

Knowlton falls into the next generation of rural retreats. It was
built in 1879-81 for William H. Rhawn, president of the National
Bank of the Republic, and is even more unusual and even rarer in
some respects than Burholme.”” While few Italianate villas had the
distinctive qualities of the Ryerss mansion, it was still one of many
such suburban villas of generally similar design built at the time.
Knowlion, on the other hand, is unique. It is the only Philadelphia
survivor of a small number of country houses designed by Frank
Furness, one of the nation’s most innovative nineteenth-century
architects. Like Burholme, Knowlton has a matching carriage house
and both project lively picturesque silhouettes, but that is the end of
their similarities. Juxtaposition of living volumes and the bold

o/ * LWO 30)

Rl

L
AT

F v

/
Fry 6k
a W“ﬁ?é!f

WARE RIVER CCRRIDOR v

iassing of richly textitted exterior:
o classical balarce and order ol e:
one of Philadelphia’s prized “ar
Improved public transportatio
development of the middle part of
trankford and Wissinoming areas.
Frankford in 1893 and the next yea
ommuter line to the former borov
the corridor’s history was the o}
te in 1922.7° With residents able
he city’s commercial center, its ar
“shopkeepers could now heed Whi
' rowded street and red wall's wee
iibdivided and parceled outina:l
Whittier's ““close dark city.” Singl
imitations of an earlier Georgian {
'ow houses or semidetached hou
house pattern. Flousing construc
and World War II, but after 1945 :
hungered for homes. Geared tot
fuel, and helped by expressway (
made possible the explosive deve
Weak attempts at architectural ir
crowded courts of the older area:
laid out in sweeping curves inste
‘nineteenth-century speculative |
proved so profitable. Called airli
ow houses varied little in plan ¢
Among the wave upon wav
- can be found some imaginative :
amed for a young hosiery wor
surrounding a 1930 strike, 82 the
' Castor Avenue facing Juniata P
points when they were builtin’
sponsored by the American Fec
proceeds of aloan of more than
Works Administration, making
developments built with federa
group are the work of Europeal
association with Alfred Kastne:
another apartment complex {01




" AMERICAN
ART

PAINTING - SCULPTURE - ARCHITECTURE
DECORATIVE ARTS - PHOTOGRAPHY

BY
MILTON W. BROWN

Executive Officer, Doctora! Program in Art Histary, City University of New York

SAM HUNTER

Professor, Department of Art and Archaeology, Princeton University

JOHN JACOBUS

Chairman, Department of Art, Dar*mouth Coliege

NAOMI ROSENBLUM

Instructorin Art History, Brooklyn College

DAVID M. SOKOL

Chairperson of the History of Architecture and Art Department,
University of litinois Chicago Circle

PRENTICE-HALL, INC., ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS, NEW JERSEY
HARRY N. ABRAMS, INC., NEW YORK



231

tion, and the variations are unlimited. The hound-shaped
handle was developed at a rival pottery in 1843 but was in
use at Bennington only a year later. Many pottery pitchers
were decorated with geometric designs, but the prized ones
usually embodied a face as the primary form or featured a
scene in religf. Popular subjects included genre scenes

of huniing, fire-fighting, and steamboats or, usually in
conjunction with the hound handle, as in colorplate 21, a
display of game. By the time the craze subsided in the 1870s,
Rockingharii ware was used for such objects as tableware,
picture frames, cuspidors, and statuettes in a variety of
animal and hwnen forms.

{continued from page 183)

DOWNING AND THE COTTAGE

Mid-century “house pattern boaks™ included complete
designs with plan, elevation, and landscaping, thus dif-
fering from the earlier “builders’ guides,” which were
primarily concerned with buiiding instructions and orna-
mental details. The pattern books were intended for the
general public and dealt with questions of teste rather
than problems of construction.

The picturesgue cottage had its most persuasive advo-

L1V, RoOh
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PRINCIPAL FLOOR

Smazil bracketed cottage. From A. J. Downing, The Architecture
of Cowniry Houses, D. Appleton, New York. 1850, fig. 9

cate in Andrew Jackson Downing (1815-1852). His
books, beginning in 1841, swept the field. A proselytizer
rather than an originator, he published the designs of
others as well as his own, especially those of Davis, with
whom he worked in close collaboration. Downing began
his professicnal life in landscape gardening, subsequently
shifting his emphasis to architecture. “Cotfage Resi-
dences (1842} was the most popular and infiuential of his
publicaticns, - followed by The Architecture of Country
Houses (1850). Downing soon had many followers and
competitors, but it was he who most effectively answered
the Romantic urge for picturesqueness, the American
concern with economy and efiiciency, the pietistic need
for moral sanctions, and the middle-class striving for
taste and refinement.

Three principles underlay Downing's approach to
domestic architecture—"‘Fitness or Usefulness.” “Ex-
pression of Purpese,” and “Expressicn of Style.” Under
“Fitness,” he considered the plan for convenience in
room arrangement; the orientation of the house in nature
for picturesque appearance and view; its adaptation for
family needs, maximum economy, and efficiency, includ-
ing sanitary conveniences and lzbor-saving devices: and
the selection of proper materials, “Expression of Pur-
pose™ had the specific meaning for Downing of “truth-
fulness’
the home was understood to be the basis of a moral
society. However, Downing listed as the most expressive
elernents chimaeys, windows, and porches—essentially
the features that created exferior picturesqueness. By an
act of legerdemain. taste had become an expression of
morality. His antipathy to the white paint of the Greek
Revival was not that it hid the “truthful” character of
maleriaf, but that it clashed with nature, was therefore
not picturesque. As for “Expression of Style,” history
could offer many appropriate faces—"“Rural Gothic,”
“Ttalian,” “Swiss.” “Flemish,” “Roman”—each appro-
priate to a particuiar image except for the Greek. which
he dismissed as a “false taste™ for “ambitious display.”
Houses should imitate not the monumental aspects of
historical styles but their humbler features. Thus good
taste was modest taste; and again Romasnticism had
been domesticated.

Downing's theories were a curious mixture of realism
and Romanticism, but he made Romanticism a viable
mode for suburbiz and changed the character of the
American house from the formal symmetry of the

*: the house must express the netion of home. and-
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eoclassic period to the i

eer planning. greater variety,
ore inventive use of mat 3

closer relationship
. His own published

e disposed rooms asymmetrically, but they were still
sentially within the confines of the rectangle. The
sparent spread outward and the variety of room shape
ere achieved by comparatively small excrescences: bay
indows, verandas, and balconies.

Downing's major contributions, aside from his impor-
nce as a propagandist, were his bracketed board-and-
atten houses (plate 231). Davis had published board-and-
atten house designs, one with brackets, as early as his
ural Residences (1837), but Downing made these ele-
ients his own and finally arrived at a style that expressed
oth materials and structure. Here at last the skeleton
ame of the building was clearly expressed on the
cterior. Downing’s Romantic idealism also had a pro-
nind effect on environmental thinking. He saw beyond

the problems of the individual house to those of the sub-
urban development and eventually of urbanism. A year
before his death, he submitted to President Millard
Fillmore a plan for the Romantic “ruralization™ of
Washington, D.C., and his influence on his protégé,
Calvert Vaux, helped form the conception of New York
City’s Central Park by Olmsted and Vaux, a plan that
became the model for city parks throughout the country.

EXOTIC STYLES

Among the less pervasive revival styles that added spice
to the cuisine of the picturesque was the Egyptian. Egypt,
the scene of Biblical history and Napoleonic adventure,
had a Romantic aura. The Egyptianizing elements of the
Empire stvle had already infiltrated the Neoclassic, es-
pecially in furniture and interior decor, but it comes as a
surprise to find mare than sixty buildings in Egyptian
style listed by Frank Roos, Ir.. as existing in the United
States before the Civil War. On the whole, however, the
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HU?TON, ADDISON (1834 - 1916). Addison Hutton was one of the principal
Ehlladelphia architects of the late nineteenth and early twentieth
entury. He was born in Sewickley Township, Westmoreland County,
Bzgnsylvan%a, and was a bithr%ght member of the Society of Friends.
andOre coming to Phlladelppla in l@ST he alternated working as a carpenter
Work; schoolteacher, learning architectural drawing from one of his fellow
tes en in French'g Sgsh and Door Factory in Salem, Ohio. After resuming
N Chlnq in the Fairview Schcool, Westmoreland County, he was recommended
architect Samuel Sloan (g.v.), then a noted designer of hospitals, with
unE@ he was assogiated as an office assistant and draftsman from 1857
il 1861. During that time he supervised the building of "Longwood" in
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Natchez, Mississippi, for Dr. Haller Nutt. In 1862 Hutton received hig
first known independent architectural commission, a cottage for Henry
Morris to be built at Newport, Rhode Island; and by September, 1863, hg
was located in his own office at 400 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia.
after, he became engaged to and eventually married Rebecca Savery,
great-granddaughter of the Philadelphia cabinetmaker William Savery.

SQQn

____“___€§> Drexel, F.A., res., Torresdale, PA

= Hutloi _Was s6_suee assful in his indopendent work that Samuel Sloan

approached him in 1864 to join 1in 3 parthHersHip; with—ame c ocateqg
152 South 4th Street, Philadelphia. This association lasted until 18g t
with Sloan & Hutton producing a number of designs for state hospitals,
churches, and residences. Following the dissolution of the partnershipr
Sloan moved temporarily to New York, leaving Hutton to finish whatever

remained from their offilce. The first of those in Philadelphia was the mww

building to be erected for the Philadelphia €avings Fund Society at the
northwest corner of Washington Sguare. Hutton's firm was awarded this
commission over the designs of James H. Windrim (g.v:), Steven D. DButiop
(g.v.), and Furness & Hewitt (Frank Furness, g.v.). Hutton completed the
building without Sloan's aid and was successfully launched as an
independent architect. Immediately following this commission, he designeg
an addition to Joshua Lippincott's bookstore on Market Street, at nearly
the same time working on designs for the Arch Street Methodist Church.
Hutton working independently and with various younger architects such as
Charles L. Hillman (g.v.) and James Shirk (g.v.) until he was joined in
partnership by his nephews Albert and Addison Savery and William Scheetz
(g.g.v.). With Savery, Scheetz & Savery he completed the design for the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania at 1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia.
In 1907 Hutton retired from active practice but continued to be listed in
the firm's drawings and letterhead as "Consulting Architect." By 1910 he
had fully retired.

The career of Addison Hutton spanned some 53 years; for approximately
40 of those years he worked alone, accepting residential, school,
business, hotel, religious, and hospital commissions. Although he was a
member of the Philadelphia Chapter of the AIA, and in 1902 was employed as
a Lecturer on Architecture at the University of Pennsylvania, his
participation in the Pennsylvania State Capitol competition of 1901
violated the ruling of the Chapter and resulted in his expulsion in
February, 1902. However, Hutton successfully petitioned the Court and was
reinstated in the Chapter by October, 1902.

LIST OF PROJECTS: See Sloan, Samuel for Sloan & Hutton projects.
Addison Hutton:
1868 Lockwood, William, res., "I,och Rerie," Glenloch Station, PA
PSFS, 700 Walnut St., Phila.
1869 Arch St. Meth. Ch., se Broad & Arch sts., Phila.
Bethany Mission Sunday Schl., Phila.
Lippincott, J.B., add. to book store, Market St., Phila.
Lippincott, J.B., res., Phila.
Marshall, Parker, Cornwell, & Waddell, residences, West Chester, EB
Orphan Asylum, 64th 5t. nr. Haverford Ave., Phila.
Phila. Gen. Hosp., Insane Dept. extension, Phila.
West Chester Normal Schl., West Chester, PA
Wheeler, Charles, res., Bryn Mawr, PA
Wood, James, res., Mt. Kisco, NY
1870 Central Mkt. Hse., 17th & Market sts., Phila.
Ch. of the Redeemer, parsonage, Bryn Mawr, PA

Hutton, Addison, res., Bryn Mawr, PA

PA Co. for Insurance on Lives and Granting Annuities, 431 Chestnut
St., Phila.

Provident Life & Trust Co., 108 S. 4th St., Phila.

Ridgway Library, Broad & Christian sts., Phila.

Scull, David, res., Overbrook, Phila.

et
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was born in Sewickiey Township,
Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, and
was a birthright member of the Soclety of
Friends. Before coming te Philadelphia in
1897 he alternated warking as a carpantar
and a schoolteacher, learning architectural
drawing from one of his fellow workmen in
French's Sash and Door Factory in Salem,
Ohio. After resurning teaching in the
Fairview School, Westmoreland County, he
was recommended 1o architect Samuel
Sloan, then a noted designer of hospitals,
with whom he was associated as an office
assistant and draftsman from 1857 until
1861. During that time he supervised the
building of "Longwood" in Natchez,
Mississippi, for Dr, Haller Nutt, In 1862

ADDISON HUTTON

Hutton received his first known irghitect.  Lecturer on Architecture, Univ, of Ta.
independent architectural commission, a Tellow American Inmstitute of Architects
cottage for Henry Morris to be built at B oN

Newport, Rhode Island; and by September,  King, Moses. Philadelphia and Nolable Philadeiphians. New
1863, he was located in his own office at York: Blanchard Press, Isaac H. Blanchard Co., 1201., p. 86
400 Chestnut Street, Phitadelphia. Soon

after, he became engaged to and eventually married Rebecca Savery, great-
granddaughter of the Philadelphia cabinetmaker William Savery.

Hutton was so successful in his independent work that Samuel Sloan approached him
in 1864 to join in a partnership, with an office located at 152 South 4th Street,
Philadelphia. This association lasted until 1868 with Sloan & Hutfon producing a
number of designs for state hospitals, churches, and residences, Following the
dissolution of the partnership, Sloan moved temporarily to New York, leaving Huiton fo
finish whatever remained from their office. The first of these in Philadelphia was the
new building to be erected for the Philadelphia Savings Fund Society at the northwest
corner of Washington Square. Hutton's firm was awarded this commission over the
designs of James H. Windrim, Steven D. Bution and Furness & Hewitt. Hutton
completed the building without Sloan's aid and was successfully launched as an
independent architect. Immediately following this commission, he designed an addition
to Joshua Lippincott's bookstore on Market Street, at nearly the same time working on
designs for the Arch Street Methodist Church. Hutton working independently and with
various younger architects, including a short-lived parinership with John Ord (Hutton &
Ord) around 1877 to 1890. Others, such as Charles L. Hiliman and James Shirk,
worked various with Hutton until he was joined in partnership by his nephews Albert
and Addison Savery in 1904. Later William Scheetz was added to this association, and
with Savery, Scheetz & Savery he completed the design for the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania at 1300 Locust Street, Philadelphia. In 1907 Hutton retired from active
practice but continued to be listed in the firm's drawings and letterhead as "Consulting
Architect." By 1910 he had fully retired.
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1/2



Portrait of an
American Family

JOHN H. DAVIS

T I
t><bI

Farvar, Straus (7 Gironx

N EW Y ORK




Txz| Bouviers [1825-1874] + 50

ing off a mortgage,iland a small lot on North Broad Strect. By
1854 he had sold jthe place on South Front Street, bought a
mansion on Third §treet, razed it, bailt taree brownstones in its
place, sold them, £dded to his lot on Bread Street, built 2 man-
sion on ik, vommrm veral other lots in and arcund Philadelphia,
and acquired extersive acreage in Wesz Virginia,

These operatio n._anna not carried o without struggle. Oune of
the first was with 2 wife. Louise Vermnou had gotten used to the
brick tenement on {South Front Street, and even though it was

uo::méQ?mrnﬁmEm :ommrvomﬂocm_mmmrmmro_u&»o%oum
the rest of her lif¢ there. But Michel had other ideas. He wanted
to live in a more fishionable neighborhcod: his pride as a self-
made man %Emﬁm%m it. Accordingly, in the spring of 1848, Mi-
chel sold his brick Tamﬁm:n on Front Stceet to one Andrew C.
Craige without consulting his wife. S:nee the house, however, was
in both Michel’s andl Louise’s names, Lonise eventually had to sign
the new deed. Michel’s day of reckoning must have dawned the
day that deed was{|presented to her for signazure. We have no
record of the argumpnts that exploded that day in the brick house
on IFront Street, Qﬂ@ a letter from Louse to the buyer of her
house, but it i3 sjmhcient to give us a lirt of the hell she must
have given her hugbind.

To Mr. >=%.94w“ m Craige
My good sir, _

The sale of :Hm vosmn on [ront 3t., as T presumie you are aware,
was made hy my m_smg:a without consultation with me, and it
has placed me it &n exceedingly unp.easen: and painful position:
for I have not a ﬂﬁ felt willing to sign tze deed sent for execu-
ticn. Such an n”n.musﬂo:. as would imply a voluntary act on my
part and as thisi 20t is neeessary anc if ccnseiously made would
be so painful tg me, I have to appeal te your gemerous nature,
my dear sir, to umnmanﬁ and, if compatible with your feelings,
elieve me from the consnmmation of am act which will be in
direct violation &E{my conscience: 1 beg, sherefore, that you will
cousider my situsicn and permit me still to enfoy the hiomestead
in which T had Zdped to have passec in Lappiness the remainder
of my days. I bes fo assure you, my cear sir, that in the event ofa

sale being contgmplated at any futuze moment 1o greater pleas-

e B
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ure will be afforded me than to give yon an opportunity of pes-
sessing yourself of the property which is now the object of tae
cherished and perhaps unnecessary solicitude of

Your Unhappy Friend,

Louise C. Bouvier

July 19, 1848

In the end, Louise refused to sign the deed and the sale was not
immediately consummated. Craige then brought suit against Mi-
chel and Louise Bouvier. The case drmgged on for a couple of
years, then the parties finally came to terms. Michel won his wife
over and the house was sold.

In the meantime Michel had added land to the lot hie had
bought on North Strect and had bought the old Mansion House
Hotel on Third Strect above Spruce, which had once been the
elegant Willlam Bingham house, one of the most notable resi-
dences in the city before it was damaged by fire in 1823 and again
in 1847. Paying $20,250 for the entire property, he promptly de-
molished the house and built three brownstones in its place, two
of which he rented, keeping the third as his next residence. Even-
tually he sold all three, making a whopping profit on the entire
deal. The development was located in what is today known s the
Socicty Hill scction and is presently under restoration. At the
time of its construction, however, the area acquired anather name.
Tor some reason, omamental shiclds crossed with batons were
placed by the architect over the doors of the three brownstones.
The Jocal wits interpreted the batons as bars sinister, the heraldic
mark of bastardy, and dubbed the development Bastard’s Fow—
which must have appealed greatly to the straitlaced Louise, who
hadn’t wanted to move into the neighborhood in the first place.
As it turned out, the Bouvier family only lived on Bastard’s Row
for a little over a year. Third above Spruce was not fashicnable
enough for the sacial-climbing Michel and it wasn’t long before
he moved his family into their final, sumptnous resting place on
North Broad Street, the area he had been eyeing since the thirties
and buying into since 1841 and which became in the mid-fifties
the Fifth Avenue of Philadelphia’s new rich.

But that is another story. Before the mansion on North Broad
Street came his speculations in West Virginia lands.
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north of Philadelphia, #lere the family would spend the hot sum-
mer months, Eos.nmwm.w the country early in June and returning
M.\S the city late in St m,ﬁmnéﬂ. Trairview was not far from Tiden
Hall, where the Bourier girls had gone to boarding school and
where Louise would gvertually teach French. The next generation
of Bouviers would i.mm maintain summesr plEces in the area, at

Tomesdale and OoJ.«__zm Heights, uctid in <he late nineteenth

£
i
Tor Hum.odﬁmwm

b

century five of them|transferred to New Yorx and Long Island.
Fairview caught fire m:mma and had to be partmlly rebuilt. During
the fire Emmma is FT:FG_ to have saved ler little Erother MC’s
life. In the panic thet cnsued after fire broke out, the nusse
dashed to the baby’s nw_m&e and tore ou: of the house, clutching
not the baby but a pillow. Whereupen Emma led some firemen

into the inferno to sivs the child. Certzinly -t would have been

unbearable if little m?& had died. The Bouviers had had to
wait fifteen years f _ son John to come along, nineteen for
Michel. As it turned mow:. the last-bom som, Jeseph, died in 1856
at the age of four. Cpzisequently, with Eustache still showing no
promise of settling do -wv the family’s futare was to depend wholly
on John and MC, thrte=n and nine a2 the time of their brother’s
death. m

With his ?oé:m:ﬂ“

town house, =is courtry place, ten chil-
dien, a remarkable wifs, and a thriving business, Michel Bouvier
i 1850 had earned I

time that he began mﬁeu\ phasing out his marble and mahogany
business and concentr.ti

r:m the Dbest cf ig ezergies on his third
career, that of real-estzie speculator. Exactly when he sold his last
marble mantels and makogany vencers is not known, We do know,
Lowever, that in 1856, lthe year Western Union was founded to
exploit the telegraph, e was spending a gooc deal of time “col-
lecting rents” at his offce opposite the Penzsylvania Bank and
that by 1861 the firm O_M M. Bouvier & Co. hiad been dissolved. In
the intervening years It bought and 3ol rez! estate, moving in
and out of the market df? a deftness that excited the admiration
of the business noE:ﬁ.ﬁ@. Exercising an uncanny ability to buy
cheaply and sell dearly, he gradually accumulazed a string of prof-
its that would insure im financial seccrity of his family. Typical
speculations included Ehe purchase of a lot in the suburb of
Coopersville for $2 mbu& which he later sold for $40,000, Another

olace in the Amesican sun. It was at this .

d
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lot bought at the junction of the Germantown Raileoad and
Broad Strect for $45,000, he sold to the Pennsylvania Railroad for
$75,000. In his manufacturing days he had bought the Callowhill
Street whazf for $12,000. Later he sold it to the Reading Railroad
for $z23,000. There is no need to recite his other transactions.
Suffice it to say that by the mid-sixties he had parlayed the $ro0,
ooo he had saved from manufacturing and importing into some-
thing in the neighborhood of $8co,c00, and that by the crash of
1873 his assets were worth about a million, or appioximately thiee
million in today’s dollars.

He brought the same acumen to the more delicate task of
selecting husbands for his daughters. Michel sized up prospects
with an instinct for financial promise equal to his ability to ap-
praise real-estatc values. When a young man by the name of
Francis A. Drexel appeared in the parlor of 1240 North Broad
Street one day, around the time of the Lincoln-Douglas debates,
to see his daughter Emma, it was as if he had just spotted an
undeveloped lot over which he was certain a new railroad would
eventually put down its main line. Francis A. Drexel was the son
of the hanker Francis Martin Drexel, who, starting from scratch
like Michel, had built up, in twenty-three years, one of the most
prosperous banking businesses in Philadelphia—Drexel & Co.~
which his two sons were to expand into one of the most important
in the nation, opening subsidiary branches in New York and
Paris and founding a family fortune that would eventually make
the Bouvier money look insignificant. At the time of his engage-
ment to the twenty-seven-year-old Emma, Frank Drexel, a wid-
ower with two children, was already a rich man. It didn't take long
for Michel and Louise to give their blessing.

Michel's spectacular rise from cabinetmaker's apprentice in
Pont-Saint-Esprit to wealthy manufacturer and real-estate oper-
ator in Philadelphia was dramatized by the wedding he gave
Emma on April 10, 1860 (the year Lincoln was elected Presi-
dent). The event was described in the Philadelphia papers as one
of “unusual social distinction”—which must have made ihe
tongues of older Philadelphia families wag since both the father
of the bride and the father of the groom were immigzants from
remote European villages.
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Zenney, Allie, and gnf {would come to New York, and MC and
John would take them fo parties and try to get eligible men in-
terested in them. M's| visits to Philadelphia became more fre-
quent after his ?zﬁ%.;aoﬂr. As managing trustee of Michel’s
estate, he not only had| to attend to ths liquidation of his fa-
ther’s Philadelphia rea? jgstate but also had to look after the in-
terests of his three :::kmchm sisters.

MC did well with t mwmm_m of the real estate, and before long he
and his co-trustees wers fable to pay each of thz brothers and sis-
ters the $50,000 cash fﬂu:emﬁ and set wo the $32,500 trust funds.
MC invested his own $§o,000 in common stocks and apparently

did extremely well. mwﬁwmp after a litt’e over a decade on Wall

ugh, at thirty-three, to buy a fourstory,
twenty-room 302251 on West Forty-sixth Street, just off
Fifth Avenue, in whicl: he installed himself and his thrce unmar-
ried sisters and in i:.%u the four were zo residz the rest of their
lives. Two years Iater Emi B-Hive was scld to L& Salle College for
$67,500 (roughly m.vﬂmw,mm% today), and the proceeds were divided
equally among Michel’s ten children. It is estimated that at the

time of the sale MC ﬁ worth over $500,000, and he was only
-

: . i
Street, he was rich e

thirty-five. John, how at thirty-nine, was not nearly as pros-
perous. Iis EEEEmﬁ; had not appreciated as much as his
younger brother’s and ﬂhuémm still living in the small apartment at
19 West .ﬁsmi%.mo::j gtrcet that he had moved into in 1877. A
document that has m:ﬂi& from November 7, 1886, reveals the

state his business relatiarghip with MC had come to by that date:

|

To M. C. Bouvier; 7 i
In consideration of the advance of fifteen thousand dollars
and the generous MEH.L” m__umn actuated the same, I herein agree to
confine myself to the Commission business fos the period of
two years, unless a:Luw said term I shall have returned the

advance.

John V. Bouvier

As it tumed out, Ewu did confine himself to the commis-
sion business from then|on, becoming what s known on the
Strect as a “two-dollar| 3roker,” or a Lroker for other brokers,
while MC went on to w#m_u:mr his own banking and brokerage
firm, “M. C. Bouvier & Tp,” destined to became one of the most
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prosperous and respected smaller hovses on Wall Street. 1t would
appear that John had not done very well as an investment advisor
and had not been particularly adept =t hringing new accounts into
the firm, so MC advanced him $15,000 and told him to confine
himself to the commission business, in order to get him out of his
hair, John's inability to strike it rich on Wall Strect was compen-
sated, however, by an idyllic home life. I'rom all accounts, he and
Carrie were deeply in love and were absorbed in the bringing up
of their only child, John, Jr. Considering the history of the family
as a whole, John's role turned cut to be as important as MC's.
MC might have made the money, but John and Camie produced
the family heir. If it hadn’t been for the birth of John, Jr., the
Bouvier name would have died out in -he second generation.

Although great success eluded him, John managed to eamn a
comfortable living for his family, and he and Carrie easily won
social acceptance in their adopted city. In 1880 the John V. Bou-
viers were included in the New York “Saciety List” and they made
the first edition of the Social Register, along with MC and his
sisters, in 1889. Since MC did not appear in the original “Society
List,” it may be that John’s inclusion was chiefly due to Caroline
Ewing, whose family had been socially prominent since Revolu-
tionary times. At any rate, once they had established themselves
in New York, the Bouviers finally gained the unqualified accept-
ance that had been denied them in Philadelphia.

Even though the family was now divided between Philadelphia
and New York, the Bouviers in the mid-1880’s remained as closely
knit as ever, the various branches coming together frequently for
large family reunions. The Philadelphia contingent consisted of
Louise Bouvier, Dame du Sacré Cocur, the Pattersons, the Dix-
ons, and the Drexcls, with the millionaire Drexels as the focal
point, while the New York branch was composed of MC, Alexine,
Mary, Zénaide, John, Carrie, and John, Jr, with MC's Forty-
sixth Street brownstone as family hezdquarters. During the sum-
mer the entire clan would occasional’y gather at Emma Drexel’s
nincty-acre estate in Torresdale, Durng the winter there would
be reunions at MC’s house. Frank Drexel and MC, the two finan-
cial wizards of the family, kept close watch over the clan’s money
and under their guidance the Bouviers' finances prospered. It
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Louise instilled the _H rines and pracsices of Catholicism in her
children that, Emiﬁuw: religion dominated their lives. Thérése
and Lizzie immersed :eir familics in Church activities. Louise
became a nun. Zénaidt, Alexine, and Mary, remairing spinsters
and daily communican$ throughout thair lives, lived as nuns with-
out taking the veil, bdsting in their old age that they would die
virgins. And Emma ang aer children would establish convents and
Catholic schools for Trdians and Negroes all over the United
States. ,

The immense wotk||of charity which Emma Bouvier Drexel
and her children undefzook was made dossitle by the immense
financial resources of bz Drexel fami’y. The founder of the fam-
ily, Francis Martin Dfexcl, was born the same year as Michel
Bouvier, 1792, in Uoﬁ irn, a small vTage in the Austrian Tyrol.
A painter by profe , he emigrated to America in 1817, set-
tling in Philadelphia, fvhere he opemed a studio at 131 South
Front Street, and begzh painting port-aits. Im his own words, he
did “middle well” Affer a while he married the daughter of a
grocery-store  owner, &.mﬁmum Hookey, by whom he had two
sons, Francis and Amchony. Drexel senior, however, became dis-
satisfied with his carnif gs in Philadelphia and deciced to try his
hand at painting in Somth America, Lzaving his family behind, he
traveled throughout Feuador, Peru, Clile, and Argentina from
1826 to 1830 and thraughout Mexice from 1835 to 1837, paint-
ing landscapes and mﬁ ttraits. Again, =e did “middle well” finan-
cially, but “middle v =11” was not well enough for him. And so in
1837, at the age of fa-ty-five, Franc:s Martin Drexel metamor-
phosed into a g:wﬂ‘_ . . and made a fortune. A Gauguin in
reversc, he abandoneé ganvas and palerte and opened an exchange
brokerage in Louisvillgy where he began trading in North Ameri-
can carrencies. The following year he moved his business to
Philadelphia, where ?m_ soon engaged in lncrative transactions in
foreign money and :ﬂrﬁr acquisition of foreign gold and silver in
redemption of the acemulated notes of interior banks. Taking his
two sons into the vi“..fmmﬁ before lorg he was financially strong
enough to open the fanking firm of Drexel & Co. and offer mon-
ctary aid to the United States government. Zn 1847 the Drexels
helped float loans % |cover the cosz of the Mexican-American
War, and in 1861 gy supplied vasz amounts of gold to help

|
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finance the Union Army. By the time Francis Martin Drexel
died in 1863, he had accumulated a fortune of over a million
dollars.

His sons, Francis and Anthony, who inherited the business,
were to multiply that fortune into onc of the largest in America.
The conservative Francis and the adventuresome Anthony
proved to be perfect counterparts and, together with such future
titans of high finance as J. Pierpont Morgan and E. T. Stotesbury,
they built a banking empire that became one of the great financial
institutions of the Western world.

In 1854, nine years before his father died, Francis A. Drexel
married Hannah Langstreth, by whom he had two daughters,
Elizabeth and Katharine, Hannah Drexel did not survive the
strain of Katharine’s birth, dying two weeks later. Two years after
her death, Francis married Emma Bouvier, then a young woman
of twenty-seven. The Drexels and the Bouviers had a lot in com-
mon. Not only were the founders of both clans born in Furope
in the same year, but they both came from small villages and
families of very modest means; both had been involved in
Napoleon’s wars, albeit on opposite sides; both had begun careers
as artisans; both emigrated to Philadelphia, and both made the
transition from artisan to businessman successfully, each amassing
a fortune. For some time Michel, Sr., and the elder Drexel had
been close friends. A common destiny and a reciprocal admiration
bound their two families together.

Emma Bouvier was considered a perfect match for the serious,
hardworking, and recently bereaved Francis, A young woman
of keen intelligence and high moral standards, she gave promise of
being a good stepmother to Drexel’s two daughters. A photo-
graph taken of her in the 1860’s shows the thoughtful, ascetic
face of a woman too sensitive and intelligent ever to be really
happy. And in fact Fmma’s temperament inclined toward melan-
choly: she had to struggle against unwarranted depression and
irritability all her life. She had a high forehead, penctrating eyes,
a prominent nose, thin, unsensual lips, and a slightly receding
chin. Taking after her Scotch-Irish ancestors rather than the
French side of the family, her severe, puritanical appearance com-
manded more respect than it did compliments.

Fmma and Francis went to Europe on their honeymoon and




Tne Bouviers [1869-1935] - 112 113 - Birtu or Ax ImMAGE

oue of the places iy visited was Pout-Saint-Esprit. I'rancis could . being the last one out, having previously offered us better apart-
be stuffy on Onomﬂnﬁ. After recorcing in a wedding-trip diary, in ments, and sent us an eiderdown cover, We arose at 5% o’cleck
which he hardly a%u, mentioned his bride, his initial embarrass- May 4 and packed up, took a light breakfast, performed the

osculatory all around in the Pont St. Esprit {ashion and stepped

ment at the Spimgentain custorr of kissing relatives on both
into the ommibus escorted to the depot by four of our kind

checks, he wrote:

After considerab y.m_sm:m.moaonﬂ we retired at 9 o’clock and did friends.
not rise until 8 olz¥:ck next morning. It took us long to dress and On returning to America, Mr. and Mrs. Drexel settled in a large
get ready, grandmz having delicately hinted that we should ap- “ brownstone town house at 1503 Walnut Street, in which Fmma,
pear in our Sundag-go-to-meeting clothes, znd with the privilege i true to the tradition established by her mother, installed an ora-
that age should uTmﬁ take suggested the kind of dress that Emma tory where she and her husband and their children were to pray
shonld wear. S\.ﬂ were the grand relations and we were to be almost every winter evening of their lives. Mr. Drexel was ana ac-
shown off for :4 benefit of our own relations and the gratifica- complished organist and he often followed the prayers with a little
tion of the ville who with ooer. mouths and staring eyes ! Bach or Mozart. The Drexel home life was quiet, formal, and
pressed to the dpals and windows as we passed with our good exceedingly reserved. Mr. Drexel rose early cvery morming and
friends through £ narrow strects. went to the bank, where he worked, with no more than an hour
o . . . off for lunch, until six or seven in the evening. Mrs, Drexcl,
meoﬂw%ﬁmﬂﬁwmﬁw%_.E:Enm Coumisysislp, s fnstitious Khiledek . aided by a retinue of scrvants, looked after the children and man-
[ i aged a large houschold that usually included guests at dinner,
«w « The Eomzo%a_“; of the country are nasty smells which dwell who were served with an exacting etiquette 7%.395& butlers
contmually in the gir—black hogs on stilts, mulberry trees, silk and secondmen. In October 1863, Emma gave birth to a daugh-
worms, lizards, m.i.wz.m wheat roe, soled shoes—men pushing ter, Louise Bouvier Drexel, and a few years later the Drexels
go-carts while E,.ﬁ_nm the fiddle. | bought a ninety-acre farm at Torresdale. The site had been se-
ﬂ, . . ) “ lected because of its nearness to the Sacred Heart convent where
The couple spext two days at Font-Saint-Fsprit, wandering IEmma’s sister Louise was stationed. Emma remodeled the eszate’s
E.S:.mr the village, visiting relatives in the countryside, inspect- " old farmhouse into a mansion with a mansard roof, a covered
ing silk factories g a :Q.mrco:.:m town, then decided to con- porch across the entire front, and several new wings. Cottages
tinue on their trqels. The .:nmm of the family of relatives, were built for the servants, and a stable, a carriage house, and a
ﬁoé@ob who was wd_o_umzu\ Etienne Bouchard, second husband of | barn were also constructed, The place abounded in old trees—
Iimma’s Aunt mmJ _MF insisted that they stay one day longer: oak, maple, pine, and elm—and there were gardens planted with
and it was a diffiewit matter to resist his solicitations joined with larkspur, verbena, foxglove, and daisies. The estate was given the
that of all our gocd relatives, but we stood our ground firmly to name fma.n. Michel, after Michel Bouvier’s patron saint. A statuc of
depart at the Er | we fixed, namely 8:306 next moming . . . . the saint carved in Caen stone was placed above the front door,

Our dinner this |zyzning degenersted from that provided the ” and a stained-glass window representing him was installed in a
previous day—no more meat than a roasted fow! stuffed with recess at the head of the first flight of stairs. St. Michel remzined
black olives and frgnmed with bacor being provided—(the day m the Drexels’ summer home until Francis died in 1885, at which
before the dinner % consisted of about ten courses many made _ Hme it passed to his daughter Elizabeth and her husband, Walter
E:_;Enﬁomu:,_ﬁﬁmnéémiuinilawoo,ao%mmnarﬁr 1 Oooﬁ.mmmBEr>¢Q¢5§mnmzrmQEE:sﬁmcmmwou?o

ing repeatedly hinfed that we were fatigned, our kind escort property, named the Shrine of the True Cross, in which almost
left us alone to |[mgtire, smoking = bad cizar in our chamber, ! the entire Drexel family was cventually interred, and the man-
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Eustache Bmswiet
1738183
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m. {2)-Louiss Perboz

Anne Bouvier}

Mickel Bouvier
{1 ;9:—13 4)
{1)- Sarah Anng Pearson -
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{1793-157z2}
79%1)-1\'0&1 Bandichon
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Eustache Bouviert

|—e—mem AnneJulic Bouvierf

Bustache Bouvierd
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Catherine Bouviert

Eustache Bouvier
(a759-3827)
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(z830-1922}
21, Pierre Bamy

Elizabeth-Rose Bouvierk

*See Table 2.
%% See Table 3.
t Dicd in infancy,

John \"cmnu Bouvier, Jr,
(186 1948)
i.{aud" Frances Sergeant

Third Generation

Louise Bouvier
{1833~1898)
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(834-7)
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Eastache Bouvies
{1824-18586)
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m. ]nnathﬁu Pattérsen, Jr

Elizabeth Bouvier®¥
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m, Joseph E. Dixon
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Lonise Bouvier Drexel
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! simnuz A, Drexel
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(18351914}
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(3837-2914)
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{xB42-2931)
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1843-1926
r(n 4%Jaxghn)e Maslin Ewing

 Josephine Bouviex
"(2845-2847)

Michel Charles Bouvier
(18471935}

b Joseph Alesander Bouvier
(2832-1856)

Second Generation

(2863~1945)
. Ed\wrd de V., Morzell

John Vernor Bouvier, Ir.
(186 —1948)
E\/[aude Frances Sergeant

Caroline Maslin Bouvier
{1867-1869)

Third Generation

joha Vernou Bouvier 111
(1891-1957

— ]’acqae'lmc Lez Boavier

(b 10 2? Caroline Keanedy (b, 1957}
—Joha F. Kennedy hn F. K dy, Tr. (b, 1960
m Ez)-Anstot]eS Onassis i John ennedy Jo, (b 1960)

fin [anct Norton Iee

Fmma Louisz Stone

Ldith Bwlug Bouvier
, 1 (]5 e —

mt, Phelan Beale

e Mzude chpeﬁn Bauvier

Cardline Lee Bouvier

{b. 1933)

Patrick Boavier Kennedyt

3
nr. {1)-Michael Canfield Anthony Radziwill (b, 1959)
m. (2)-Stanislans Radzwill -—-—-I:

Willlam Sergeant Bmzwer-_l—'- f\]i)lchcl Bouvier 111
(1893—1929) {b. 1920

m. (1 )-—Agn&s Mitchell

Anna Christina Radziwill (b. 1960}

Michel Bouvier EV (b, 1948}
m, (2)~Catherine Fnthr.rgﬁl-———-] .
John Vemow Bouvier IV {b. 1955)

Edith Bouvier Beale
{b. 21017}

m. Roseliz Ramsey

Bouvier Beale
(b. 1922

Michelle Beale (b, 1947}
Phelan Deake, e | (b 2947
(b. 1930) Bouvier Bedle, Je. (b. 1948}

Nichalas Ridgely Beale (b: 1950)

pr, Katharine R, Joaes

]ohn H, Davis

z(rz ?\a%)cy B. Whitker

b, 1905}
1(7:. Johu E, Davis

Michelle Caroline Beuvier

{b. 1903)

m, {:)-Heary C. Scoth oommm—
) {z}-—Harrmgton Putnam

e Mande Sergeart Davis

rosmm—e [Tenry C. Scott, )i
b2

(b. 293¢}

Cliistopher . Beale (b, 1952
e Diane Michelle Scatt {b. 1957)
s Winslow Ensign Scott (b. 2959)
f—ssumsnme Elizabicth Bouvier Scott (b, 1962}
— Melinda Marshall Scott (b. 1968)

Willizm M. Crouse HI (b, 1953}

. (1)1El1mbeth Winstow —

Fourth Generation

Mfichelle Bouvier Scott

{b. 1529)
nt,  William M. Crouse, Jr.
Fifth Generation

. {2)-Elizabeth Penderprass amed

Jahn Bouvier Crouse {b. 1953
David Seott Crouse (b. 1956)
Michael Switt Crouse (b, 1957)

Sixtht Generation
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nahogany secretary (left), a varigns of the
French Empire secrétaire 3 abattant, kas an wnusuar
recessed incurvate top with a drawer-. The darker ve-

heer contrasts with bird's-eye maple and ormaiu frim,
The Josdee capnidan syt £ o

Athenaeum of FPhiladelphia, was made Jor Joseph Bo-
naparte. (A twin from grandson Ma jor Bouvier’s bed-
room was unwittingly auctioned off in Manhattan in
1948 by his heirs, who didn't realize their pa-
triarch probably made it ) A c. [810 F, rencl sif-
ver inkstand, late-] Sth-century European
books, und early-1 Sth-century correspondence
of a Philadelphia silversmith grace the writing
ledge. A June 18, 1825 receipt (right) from Michel
Bouvier to “The President of the U.S." (John Cuincy
Adams) reveals that the White House bought 24 chairs
and one conversation table for 3 332, First Lady Joc-

GILED FLOOR BY ANDY HOLLAND
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b queline Kennedy never knew about it when she was

§<"'§ given and loaned Bouvier pieces in 1967 None are at

wr . . y +

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue toda . Bouvier’s signature

Z 34 £

2 (far right), stenciled on his Pleces, reads: "M. Bouvi-
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5 er, Keeps constantly on hand, C, abinetware, Mahoga-
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Bouvier époque

A s family stories g0, that of Miche] Bouvi- er when a fifth-generation Bouvier, Jacqueline
er has Lhe texture of a romantic epic. In Kennedy, became first lady of the United
1815, as a French soldier rallying against the States, she knew little about her great-great-
Prussians and English for Emperor Napoléon grandfather’s humble beginnings,
I's fast hurrah at Waterloo, he tasted the devas- She had grown up reading a fanciful family
tation of utter defeat, The frightened 23-year- history written by Michel’s grandson (her
old, faced with possible imprisonment, wisely grandfather) John Vernou Bouvier, Jr. Nick-
decided that emigration was the better part of named “the Major,” he asserted incorrectly
valor, that the family was descended from French no-
With scarcely more than his skills as a men- bility. “Father was not interested in furniture. [
uisier ébéniste (journeyman cabinetmaker), think he was kind of sorry Great-Grandfather
Michel (pronounced Michelle) sailed that year Michel made it,” savs Maude Bouvier Davis,
to the United States. He used the money he the Major's Tast sun;iving child. Family repres-
earned handcrafting, and Jater manufactur- sion of Michel Bouvier's early history may ex-
ing, furniture as a springboard into coal Plain why no one knew uniit now that President

mining, real estate speculatioy, and Joha Quincy Adams had bought 25 pieces

Stock investment. When he died from him in 1825, (The receipt is shown

in 1874, he bequeathed an im- on the opposite page. )

pressive foriune 1o a fledgling Furniture craftsmanship, however,

dynasty of 10 children. was very much a Bouvier tradition.
But ironicaily, 87 years lat- Michel, born in 1792 in the small town

PORTAAIT FROM THE ARCHIVES OF CHINA PLATE F FANY & CO.
THE SISTEAS OF THE BLESSED SAC- FROBUGCENTE FROM TIFEANY & CO.: FOR

RAMENT; RECEIPT COURTESY OF
THE NATIDNAL ARCHE/ER




of Pont Saint-Esprit in southern France, and his two brothers learned
the craft from their father, Eustache. After emigrating to New York,
Michel is believed to have worked for French compatriot Charles-
Honoré Lannuier, amaitre ébéniste (master cabinetmaker).

delphia. His large shop made 2 wide variety of Empire preces of dis-
tinction from fashionable woods of the time, such as mahogany and
burled maple.

_Bouvier cultivated two powerful French expatriates as patrons: Na-
poléon’s eldest brother, Joseph—the ex-king of Spain and Naples who
departed his homeland with a sizable portion of the Emperor's trea-
sury —and Stephen Girard, a wealthy shipping mecchant-financier.

In 1818, Joseph Bonaparte, who in America was known as the
Count de Survilliers, built an estate called Point Breeze near Borden-
town, New Jersey, across the Delaware River from the City of Broth-
erly Love. Bouvier began working for the count then. Two years
later, after the mansion burped, the enterprising cabinetmaker
supervised its reconstruction and refurnishing.

By 1824, Bouvier was doing well enough to employ 11 assistants_
to produce such pieces as saber-leg chairs and sturdy mahogany arm-
chairs with upholstered seats, backs, and armrests.

Bouvier wasn't too proud to perform sundry tasks for Bonaparte
and other clients. The short, stocky émigré, with the wide-set blue
eyes and volatile Mediterranean temperament, could be seen moving
furniture, assembling and dismantling beds, polishing wood pieces,
selling silk for tables, and even dispensing firewood and coal,

Between 1837 and 1841, Bouvier phased out his made-to-order
business and began manufacturing marble mantels for tables and pro-
ducing mahogany veneers for all types of furniture.

A devoted family man, he had to work hard to  (Twrr: to page 130)
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First Lady facqueline Kennedy (above) carries a foot-
siool of Teddy Roosevell’s era while furnishing the
Blue Room in 1961, [ronically, it was done in Empire.
Today, she’s credited with rescuing the White House
from years of benign neglect by supporting legisiation
to protect its collections and establish a permanent cu-
rator's post. On February 18, 1963, she wrote a
thank-you letter (left) 1o Henry T. MacNeill of Whir-
Sord, Pennsylvania, who gave her two ¢, 1820 Bouvier
maple sidechairs as heirlovms for Carofine and John,
Jro It was only after John F ! Kennedy was elecied
president of the United States that writers uncovered

Michel Bouvier's eariy hisiory as a cabinetmaker,

SEWING TABLE COURTESY OF THE PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM OF
ART: BEQUEST OF CATHERINE D. BACKE, LETTER COURTESY OF
STEPHEN M. MACNEILL; JACQUELINE KENNEDY PHOTOGRAPH BY
ED CLARK, LIFE MAGAZINE € TIME WARNER
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The Empire mahogany chest of The ¢. 1840 Bouvier mahogany
drawers (above), owned by an-
tiqgues dealer Louis F. Rufo of
Pennsylvania, has the familiar
paw feet. The signed c. 1825
piece features lonic capitals and
hand-cut, book-maiched veneers. The ¢, 1815-20
mahogany-and-maple sewing table (right) with lyre
pedestal was possibly made by Bouvier. The table,
which features whirling brass roseites and

spokes, as well as basket-of-fruit handles, is at
the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

armchair {above), with its grace-

Sully curved legs, was given to

The Athenaeum of Philadelphia

in memory of Michel's great-grandson
Richard D. Patterson. Handcrafted toward
the end of the Bowvier period, the rolled

back, sear, and arntrests are upholstered in

horsehair. The arms thrust forward as did earli-

er French Empire mode!s// The two horizontal
lengths show slight curves, jvhich were just com-
ing into vogue, and end boldly in finely carved
eagle heads (top), the symbol of Emperor
Napoléon I, The "Classic Stripe” wall-
paper is from The Athenaeum of
Philadelphia Historical Papers,
by Katzenbach & Warren.
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30"/19” high by 44" wide by 17" deep, $27.500,
from Kentshire Galleries, Ltd,

Page 99: Regency painted and giltwood marble
g console, #A09321, c.1810, 36" high by 55"
wideNyy 24'%2” deep, raised on winged monopodia
lion supgorts with mirrored back, $47,000: pair of
Chinese “gxport porcelain vases, #A18924,

: ; treen holding flowers,
#806486, . 1340 $3,200, all from Kentshire Gal-
leries, Ltd. Regehgy writing table, #14969,
c.1815, 30'4" high By 57'4" wide by 29" deep,
raised on X-form trestle & pports, with inset recian-
gular plaster writing surfane surrouaded by nea-
classical friezes depicting cettques and soldiers in
battle, 160,000, from Kentshi Galleries, Lid.
Table of Olympic Games in Gold ¥ I very, hawl-
colored engraving, French, 18th-cetwury, $250,
from Stubbs Books & Priats, Inc.

ARCHITECTURAL INFLUENCK
Pages 100-103 '

Page 100: Designers of sitting room, Ralph Har-
vard & Hethea Nye of R, Brooke, Ltd. Carpentry
and cabinetry, by Men at Work. Carpet,
"Bywell,” custom-cotored, by Colefax and Fow-
fer, from Patterson, Flynn, Marin & Manges, Inc.
Damask wall fabric, #5003, "Yvonne,” avail-
able in custom colors, by Groves Brothers, from
Christopher Norman, Inc. George H butler’s servy-
ing tray, c, 1755, mazhogany, on stand from a later
date, from Stair & Company, Inc., Leather-bound
books, in single volumes and sets, from Imperial
Fine Books, Inc. Gilded balustrade standip 5
lamp, #H-105G, from Christopher Normanfhc.
Moravian gilt paper stars on books, froptTurner
Martin,

S e e

Page 101: (Top): Regency rafewoond writing
desk, c. 1820, tooled leathe top and adjustable
writing surface, with bras tar mounts, from Stair
& Company, Inc. LouisgK V1 clock, bronze and or-
molu, 18th-century,/with lion base, at Florian
Papp, Inc. (Bottefn): Designer of first-floor re-
ception room,AKevin McNamara, Inc, Sisal car-
peting and fug, from Stark Carpet Corp. Cur-
tains, sofd, and wall upholstery, by Decorators
WorksHop, Inc. Adam-style chair behind desk,
#W102, in cream giit, one of four, with Trianon
syfie taffeta in Bronzino green #CZ-301-4; Regen-

ty “Lyre” desk, custom reproduction, available

\ Molyneux. (Top): Custo
hack) sofa, with ScalamagdTé silk taffeta and cys.’

10 size; Chinese lacquer panel on bronze d’oré
faux bois legs, custom reproduction, available 1o
size; rams-head lamps on side tables, with silk.
pleated shades, by La Bella Copia; fabric on walls
and sofa, #B0829-03, “Wendover,” in peach,
also in blee, yellow, and pink; Marshall Field
chair, #A4-101-2P, with damask-printed silk fab-

¥

ric, “Calais-Lavello,” avaiiablgjg;ﬂmm.cqlwsfmmmimedw\\‘ith“ﬂmtﬂmﬁﬁ!f )

fragment pillows and tapestry pillows, from Ter-
ry Morton. Reund inlaid marble tabletop, in a
custom zebra pattern by J.P. Molyneux Desiaff Stu.
dio, from E.T.0.C.A. Venus chair, mg| (giny, c.
1800, with shell-shaped back, partel-gilt and
mounted with ormolu, from Carltgh Hobbs, Lid,
(Bottom left): George Il co:yézie, one of a pair,

bkl i WG GEEE T o] wﬁm'mi..(, BV e
sofu, 18th-century, Peacock on Urn, by workshop
of D'Hondecoster, from Raphael Valls.

Page 102: Designer of telephone room, Michael
Nichols. Linen glazed wali treatments, marque-
try box, tole cachepot, plates, small paintings,
books, porthele, painted by Michael Nichols. Al
vpholstery fabtic, #9151, “Shetby,” from
Schumacher, Mshogony fulding tadder, fron
Mrs MacDougall Inc. Regency-style antjghe
demi-lune  table, from Nicholas Ag ques,
Faux marquetry finish on table, by Michgef Nichols.

Page 103: Designer of drawing p6om: Juan Pablo
double (back-to-

totRcbraided silk fringgy designed by 1.P. Moly-
neux jtudio, Ltd., fMade by and available from
Anthon¥Lawrepce. Custom sofa against wall,
with Scalawmaddré silk brocade and custom silk
trimmings,“degigned by J1.P. Molyneux Studio,
Ltd., made by dnd available from Anthony Law.
renge” Pair of cubtom-made “Billy Baldwin®
ptless chairs, wir custom-designed Scala-
mandré striped silk taffet designed by J.P. Mo-
Iyneux Studio, Ltd., made Byand available from
Anthony Lawrence, Pair of paintings above sofa:
Jacob and Rachel art the Well, ¢. 85, by Vero-
nese; below it, Ant Allegory af Love, c. 133040, by
Titian, both from Piero Corsini, Inc. Marbie bast
of 2 Roman nobleman, base 17th-century, Bead
from later date, one of 3 pair, from Bernard Baruch
Steinitz Antiquaire. Carved white Italian marble
urns, [9th-century, now mounted as lamps, from
Nesle, Inc. English cut-crystal column lamps,
19th-century, from Marvin Alexander, Inc. Ttalian
gilt wood mirrors, 18th-century, carved in form of
pumpkin foliage, from Carlton Hobbs, Ltd.
Carved wood and gilt gesso side table, English,
c. 1750, from Devenish & Company Inc. Hand-
painted pillows, in the manner of Michelangelo,
silk taffeta with silk trim, with goose down, by
Anne Harris Design Studio. Antique Aubusson

Fafip, e PAMTNgG above cominode, A Por tail
of a Nobleman, c. 15
from Piero Corsinz
ered urns on

. by Bartolomeo VYeneto,
Inc. Pair of porphyry-cov-
mode, with gilt metal mounts,
er. Floral arrangements, by Zezé

from HM L
Flowers (Bottom right): Detail of negclassical
marmd intersiato and pietra dura tahletop, late

The Connoisseur, Inc.

/gk{-ccmuzy, Italian (Naples), from L’ Antiquaire

FADED GLORY
Pages 110115

Color: Natural Palettes for Painted Rooms, by
Donald Kaufman and Taffy Dah], $50, available in
bookstores or from Clarkson N. Potter, Inc., mem-
ber of The Crown Publishing Group, 201 East 50th
St., New York, NY 10022; (212) 751-2600.

Page 114: Designer of garden room at Kips Bay
Decorator Showhouse, Clodagh Design Interna-
tional. Plaster walls and ceiling, hand-rubbed
copper fresco, by Art in Construction. Painted
finishes, by Serpentine Studio. Stair hall wall mu-
ral, by architect David Keith Braly. Daybed, up-
holstery, window drapes, pillows, from Ronald
Jonas Upholstery, Antique furniture, from Niall
Smith Antiques, Light fixtures, leaning mirror,
custom, by Daniel Berglend. Rug, North Indian
carpet, from Doris Leslie Blau. Candlesticks,
bronze bowl, by Jay Gibson. Mirror frame at en-
trance, frame for AV equipment, by Tony Con-
way. Light fixtures, from Lightforms Inc. Che-
nille fabric and throw on daybed, custom
handwoven, from Teffrey Aronoff Inc. Fabrie for
wi hanging, from Boussac of France, Inc. Win-
dow Palyric, by Jack Lenor Larsen. Fabric on pil-
lows, Thaigexture silk, from Pollack & Associates.
Embossed Rather on antique library chair, by
Edelman, Frames, by Robert Homma William
Lipton. Hand-rolld, beeswax candles, by Perin
Mowen. Accessories, from Robert Homma Wil-
liam Lipton, Sarajo, Far e Antiques, Urban
Archacology. Flower arrang
White/Steven Rubia.

BOUVIER EPOQUE

coniinued from page 71

suppoit his expanding brood. His first Ameri-
can wife, Sarah Anne Pearson, died in 1826,
leaving him with two children, Bouvier mar-
ried another American, Louise Vemaou, two
years later. They had eight children who sur-
vived, including Jacqueline Kennedy Onas-
sis’ great-grandfather, John Vemon Bouvier,
T Afer branchirg out into coal mines,
real estate, and stocks, the cabinetmaker-
entrepreneur  became active in  philan-
thropy. In 1868, at age 76, he was elected
president of the French Benevolent Society
of Philadelphia.

When he died of a heart ailment six years
later, he was at home in hig mansion, sur-
rounded by his loving family. They buried
him in the family vault in Old S, Mary’s
churchyard. Philadelphia later memorizalized
him by naming a street “Bouvier.”

What is his legacy to the decorative arts?
Today, there are two known signed Bouvier
pieces, and others attributed to him. Bat the
Jury is still out as far as his place in the peck-
ing order of master craftsmen. “He wag a
good cabinetmaker,” says Donald Fenni-
more, acting senior curator at Winterthur Mu-
seum and the owner of a signed Bouvier card
table (shown on page 69). “But | wouldn’t
deify him. There is such 2 small body of his
work that is known to exist.” More admiring

is Henry Hawley, chief curator of later West-
ern art at the Cleveland Museum. 1 think his
furniture is important,” he says. “Bouvier
QAce won a prize at a crafts fair in Philade]-
_phia. He was obviously recognized by his

I T o

contemporaries as a major cabinetmuker.”
By MARY VESPA

A new edition of T}JZ Bouviers, From Wa-
terloo to the Kennedys and Beyond by John
H. Davis, a great-great-srandson of Michel
Bowvier, is scheduled to be published in early
1993 by National Press Books, 7200 Wiscon-
sin Ave., Bethesda, MD 20814. The book is
$24.95 and can be back-ordered by calling
(301)657-1616.

Bouvier's attributed Pieces can be seen at:
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ANCIS A. DREXEL, the wealthy Philadelphiz banker, left at his

mwzm.nim.mﬂrwﬂ‘mm"ﬁm appraised at the value of $:3,c0c,060. After deduct-
ing & tenth part, which he ordered to be digributed emong the Catholiz
" charities of the diocese, he bequeathed the income from the residue equally
to his three daughters during their life, and in case they should die withcu:
' Jeaving 1ssue, the principal to be divided between the charit'es named in his will
and in the same ratio as therein stated. His eldest daugk-er married Walier
George Smith, Esq., and isnow deceased ; hisyoungest is the wife of Edwarc

de V. Morrell, Esq., and the second the fcunder ¢” the rel.gious Order namec.

above, the first that has had its origin in Philadelrhia, ana the second estal -
lished by a2 native of the Quaker City. To the genercsity of these E,..m&”
ladies we owe, not only unificent benefactions te varicus charities already iz
existence, but the establishing and endowing of the S Francis de mm~$,

Industrial School at Eddington. ;
By the time this institution was opened Miss Kate Drexel had alreacy
made up her mind to enter religion in orcer to meke prov sion for the mmunL

tion of the negro and Indian races in the United States, In order to Hu_.munl,.

ion of the negro anc JUEREl Soess

Trerself for her great work she, early in 1830, entered as a postulant the Eimmw
house of the Sisters of Mercy in Pittsburgh, and, on November 7th, of v“_.ﬁ
year, was received there into the novitiate. Archbishop Ryan, of H.E_mwh._,.

phia, assisted by Bishop Phelan, of Pittsburgh, officiated at the ceremony, a7l
also preached. In the same place she made her solsmrn profession, Aden
bishop Ryan again officiating, on Thusday meoning, February 12, 1891, u,w
the first nun and Superioress of the new Order of ‘he Blessed Sacramie t

for Indians and Colored Feople.

She then came to Philadelphia and turned ker farilv’s country seat, near
Torresdale, into a temporary convent, St Michzel’s, There she bad he: £ 15t
reception of_novices on September 25, 13g1. Im the meantime she had u..:.,?
chased asite for a permanent convent and mother hotse on rising mqo.raf
west of the railroad station az Cornwell’s, just ov-side the city, and the corzer-
stone of the new buildings was laid here by the Arckbishop of Philade phia
on Thursday, July 16th. Being completed, the Convert, called St. Llizabeth .,mh
and the adjoining Fouse of Providence were dedicated by >nnw_u“.m“a4v
Ryan on Thuarsday, December 8, 1892,  From that day both were occupisrl,
and the Order and its work have since fourishez.

Mother Katharine took her finzl vows in the Convent chapel at Qom-
well’s on January g, 1895. In_June 18094, the frs: band of Emmmmcn&rrw
Sisters, nine in pumber, left the mother heuse for Sa il

_establish thejr first Indian mission.

VL




146 HISTORICAL SKETCHES.

ROM before the war of American Independence Phi
been without Catholics of the NEgro rac

ber of them for many years, m
Domingo and their descendants,
church until a decade ago,
Augustine’s,

ladelphia hag not
€, and had quite a large nyy.
ainly refugees frem revolution in San
But they remained without a separate
They mostly worshiped in St. Joseph's and g,
A school exclusively for their children preceded the church fo;

RT. REV. MICHAEL EGAN, D.D., FIRST BISHOP OF PHILADELPHIA.

lemselves. A dozen years ago the Sisters
ho were of the colored race, opened one on t
orth of Pine, quite close to the rear of St, Jos

achers were ere long succeeded by Sisters of
1} West Rittenhouse Square,

of Providence from Baltimore,
he west side of Seventh Street,
eph’s Orphan Asylum. These
Notre Dame from the convent

and under the management of the latter the

tarters soon became crowded, showing the need of more liberal provision,

|

§
B

ST. PETER CLAVER’S.

H i 1 purchased the large hous
i e in 1886, when the Misses Drexe P
Hﬂmmmwwﬂnoann of mﬁmnr and Pine Streets, waich was at ounnwmﬁw_m up
the m,MpoH and chapel for colored Catholics. Rev. Patrick A. McDerm
a scho

il e

she i ] d
i d his offices on the first floor, fitted the front m..ow.ﬁca of the mnnoﬂ.
. a n.bm_un_ turned the rear part of this same floor and all of the third
m=ﬂo 2

i e in the fourth., Butit was obvious t
S ms&ﬁ”ﬁ#ﬁﬂﬂh%ﬁ“ﬂ@%ﬂ” even here, and, muaon&mm_.wv separ
:un_.m .,s..um e d wm r the girls and their teachers at 1108 Pine Str
uisenarPits school was removec to Twelfth and Lom
Streets, Rev. James Nolan, C.5.5p., who mﬁnnwwm.mm m-.MrW. Enw_uo_ww._uomw

s 1890, after occupying the house at Z.E&. a Ine ; >

Hmoqmﬂwwwmmﬁm&.,?m girls’ school to it and went himself 1o reside in the mi
time,

Later on, when the boys’

house, 1108. ) .,
mB&Mnm e ﬁr,mm time it had become evident that a new church was needed
efor ;

Y 3 worl4
Father 20.—&.3 was m.UmCHﬁmm.— without means WE&. years of hard O
al

fi i h
llecting money was the outlook he had to face. Providence, how
co

i i stament, Patrick Qun
i By his last will and tes s :
ht him good fortune. : L * :
Muﬁn,mw.wwm:«ma of the Beneficial Saving Fund Society, who was M,M.snp“_mﬂm
" * missior. is g y
to the colorec missior

in Pine Street, bequeathed §5,000 . - : .
- HuEMm_ the mpmnon, who ere long received other legacies, B.&Sﬁm a nmh
no:MMmH, #1,000. And even more gooc fortune came n his smﬂw. ﬂ ._-uﬁ
p:ow mEdLmn of 1891 the Fourth Presbyterian Church a: the southwest c
early

¢ Twelfth and Tombard Streets was offered for sale 2t $20,000, and in
o

; ) M h Ba
it i hbishop’s came, paying in cas
1 urchased it in the Arc ¢

Mm.ﬁw,w_..ano m%ﬁﬂsmr it was an old building, two stories Figh, the n%ﬁnnr.w

rice. rildi . _ : :
." m% upper one, the walls on examination proving to be in good conc .
i Jn éﬂm moouuvmmss on the needed alterat.ons, whizh cost $3,000 nfo
work

ildi ; anaary 3, 1892, dedi
ing completed, the building was, on.u.u. .
.Hran %M_:ms.o:m%w of m,». Peter Claver, b_.n_uuwmrowwu.ma ommn_mﬁmmo_m
Maﬁnm” & mﬁm% of Pittsburgh, sang solemn Mass. and Fazner Hﬁzw w,u ..Hr
.8.5p., :
Tm.nm._mrw:n of Holy Ghost College, Pittsburgh, preached.  Rev. Father

i i ctuary @
then the only colored priest in the country, was present in the san

i i his even
fRciated at solemn Vespers in the evening. It was mocu”._mﬁw, this e
M:m boys’ school was transferred to the basement of the church.

S Sp., sent for the purpose from Pittsburgh, todk charge of it. He est
n ﬁ.u
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To promote thie a3 far as such salo.
tary instruction xe comm within the
scope of a Catholic newapapar can effect
R, will be the alm of the CaTmoLIc
STANDARD In ths fulure, &4 il haa been
in the past. Taost oor efforis wiii [l
short of sccomplishing &1l that this In-
cludes we are fully conssions; and con-
fess it In aoticlpation, withoot shame,
] Wo-aay-withont|

ble Juslice, of our obllgmtmua to full ita
precepta, of our D,vine LoRps obedience
Lo it in every particular, and of the pxin,
nfforing, homillatipn, sod sheddiog of
His own bloocd, through which He ran-
somed ns from stsrasl death, and mads
poeaible to us Lhe nitainment of everlaat-
log blisa,

Thess ({acts soggesl bow New Year's
-Day-ahonld-be-obneread —Nal-in-ricting

that we mre bot baman, Though we
may plao wnd resolve and labor, yat
homean reallzation slweye {alls shori of
desire and effxtt ; and, therefore, our re-
gret.  Bui 50 far as labor snd endoavors,
made wilh such ability, sod varlons
gifs xe GoD has bestowed on thoss who
are snlisted in conduciing the STaxD-
4D, can svail {owsrds abiaining this
deslie snd purpess; they ahall ba un-
eparingly employed.

0! 'the BTAXDAND'S past wa shall not
speak. What It bas dene, whnt {nfig.
snces for good il has exerted, how 1€ hea
Interested, counsalled xnd [nstrnotad its
resdars, how it has “expoacd and refoled
errar under verions forms, zzd ex-
plained, incatestad and defended truth ;
what cialms jL bas upon it Cutbollc
readers, membars of Catholie famillen,
youpg &od old; and what ciaims {t has,
too, upon lts pon-Catholio readers, ol
!rhom nlz0 we have quites numbar, they
all ean jodge aod will Judge for them-
aslvea,

TYet ooa thing we will sxy ! The OaTE-
OLIC BTANPARD haa endexvored to be,
and we bellaye has baen, straight forward,
bouest xod bon to ita principlss, Ws
darg not clalm that jts canclmioos on all
subjects bave bean Infallibly correst, but
we rusy sod can cialm that they bave
bean considersts, and not rasnly formed.
If the BTiXD4RD'S tondemnatory critl-
clams bhave sometimes been ssvers, the
sevocity wns msant to exposs the evil
and the errar recher than to bort
the errdrisl or the evil doer. Whame
mattere of PATTH ars concarned. thare b
no ream for compromise, Troth ean
make oo wlllanca, not aven s momentary
truce, with emror; nor geodoess with
evil, Henes, on these snbjssta, gmided
by tha Inflible teaching of ths Obareh,
the STisDiuD has beon uncompromis.
ing. .And, with the helpof Gob, it will
soer continta thus to ba

Bat on subjecta which-are no! mattars
of FArrm, there is room for differsance
and diversity of oplnion. On ihem, thare-
fore, the ETANDARD has sudexvored to
pay dus rapeat.to the nghtl of othern to
intartaln divares pr oppoaits ratiments,
af the mams time Bemly bolding and tmaiy
rosaing s own. Thls will r.onti.nm
5 be it splrit,

' AF regards the foture, é'url.lm 1rm oon-

, tinta to be what it bas bedn In the past,
Wa shall sizive’ to maks ths Casmoxac
Brawpaun’s live, vigorow, Qstholis
Family nswipspar, & atanoch sod fadth-

el dafmﬂunluu troths of tha Osthbalin
ligiun,lad ab the umuﬁﬁmc to AU its
nmDs from week bo mi’ with matter

| of the Pitiaburgh |Fratedtants to atars oz

Our oWD Connlry.

True, Lbere is+ m differenca. Lo ikis
couplry the oppopents of the Christisn
religion aod Chureh don't, st least not
often, murder or torlurs Chriatinns and
pactionlary Christlan Priests; they re-
sort Lo mara refined melhode of opposl-
tico. They slalfally calumniate, vilily,
f-ﬁaent them. ‘Through the

ress, through non-Catholie

tml nar bave other
prov&d naremunorati
beon eogaped in wa
country, nor have 1
convubsions interiers
administzation ol lav
recliiming sad setill
ness 0! the Weat hi
cbecked rapidity. ¥
- graph-linss-hava-boct—

N S e e T i
frivolity ; but thmakfully, Joyoualy, yet
soberly ; with devoot gratitude to God,
for life and health, and temporal blees-
Inge; with still greater gratitude lor
epiritunl mercies; with fedlings of Iricgd-
abip and kisduness towards all our fe
bumat beinga, with faith sod revere
and the epirit of obediznce to Gop,

THE DREXEL HUM I FOE FRIESNDLESS
COLORED CHILDREN,

Bearcely wae Lhis charitable inatitution
opaned at Pittsbargh for Lhe reeoption of
orpban or {riendless colored children, but
{nvidious ~omments began to be mads
apon it by pome of the more deaply pre-
Judiced Protestant ministers and news-
papers.  Instesd of recogmizing and se-
Imowledging the troly Cbritinn and
generous #pirik which impellad Misa
CaToxniNg DrxyxL, or, as she now e
known in religion, Mothar CATEXRINE,
to found and endow thiv much-nesded
ssylom, thess narrow-minded bigots ob-
|scted to it sa o scheme whoss chisl objsct
Is to proeslylisa Protestant colored ehil-
dren.

The notionls so ridlenlousty fnise that
itscurcely nesds deninl  Ths graat ob-
Jjoot of the institaticn, &s (ts name plainly
[mpliea, is to taks cara of poor colored
children who heve no parsats or frisnda
to care for lhem. Awn » matter af conrse
the care which will be taken of tham in
this truly obaritable fnwtitotion sxteads
to religions imstructlon aod tralning as
well ax to food snd clothing and instroo-
tion in ssculsr branches of koowledge.
Bot what objection can any ons maka
to this t That ja, sny ons who really be-
Heves the Christign rellgion ¥ What alss
eould Mother OaTaERMNE, v & truly
Otristtan, troly charitabls woman da,
a1 regards this mastar, than jost what
she has dooe, and s doing 7 As n Chris.
tian woman abe could oot coossnt to
establish an Inatitatlon which wounld
almply houss, and feed wnd cloths these
friendless ontcast colored childran mpd
fostruct them iz secnlar branchea of
knowledgs, but leave them to grow up
in !gnorance of religion snd thelr re<
Ligiona obligationsh

Bome- of the Protestant ministars of
Fittsburgh {lo thair eredit be jt said)
ars broad-minded encugh io sse this,
and .axpress themssives wccordingly.
Soms of them, too, ars reported $o bave
safd that it ill becomen peincos who have
hitherto manifeated no (Dleress whatover
in the colored wails o1 Pirusbargh, o fnd
fanit with Mothu CATE=ENS for doing
what they bave tegieeiad w do .

The eelablisbipy of this institution
has bad the efisat ol “sirring np oshers

hlhlhout  SIRrting-a Protestant -Bume:
-Wu are quiu sure

#sl colomns Lnd the “cnl.!ca.l“
2 of nawly-poblished works in our
t daily newspapers, there 18 an aver.
wing aiream of sublie cslumoy and
’?:lrepreuenuhun of Lhe history and

oehipen of the Catholic religion aud
Churob.

Qur public achools; too; contribate In
their own silant, but very effective way,
their foil sbare of work in treloing up
digbeliavars ol the Christian raligion,
2nd eapecixlly disbellevera of and ene-
mies 10 the Catholic Churek. Eilher
no religion whatever is tavght in them
that 12, no religion but tbe religion of
maierialism and of entire disbalisl In
and jodifferencs Lo &ll ravealed reilgion,
now-s-daye myled Agnoaticiam (ir-re-
ligions Epow Nothingism, and, Balieve
Notbingiem) ot slue woder ths form of
religious history wad morslity, wa bava
an utlar misrepresentation of the his-
tory and doctrines of he Catholle
Charch.

The infamous “Scull case! Is & cass ln
point, It oceurred only s faw years ago.,
I probably has besn forgotten by, the
genera! public, zs wall a8 convenl-
ently pat ont of mind by the Di-
rectors and Board of Muanagérs of the
Fhlladelphin publle schooln II they
have forgotten it, wt have not,

It was a cass of the grosssst violation,
on the psrt of the tescher, of the con-
sclzations belis{ of the Catholic popils in
berelama.  Wel she was sustained init
by the Board of Mansgers (the highast
court of appeal {n the Philadelphis publio
wchools). Afier all, she wun not a0 much
to blame as {5y, Bhe taught history zo-
cording to her Ylight and knowlsdge,®
and Insigled that ber Catholic papils,
contrary to what they had eblewhare
learned aud consclentionsly, raliglonsly
belisvad, shonld sccapt her tasching,
Her texching was falss, ciasaly, iguo-
mantly [xise, An average Intalligent and
thoughtfal falr« minded noo-Catholle

repeat her calumniona xassrtions,

Tot she, a5 we bavys aald, wka not so
much to blams ws ths Directors and
Board of Managsment of the Philadel-
phin public schools. And why?! Bs
canss the ooly buoﬁ on hiskory &he
could consult were ond or two muambla
traveitiea OF hleiory she horsslf pos-
saacd, kod ons or two books of so-called
biatorjoal raierence, in the public-sshool
lbrarg—sll  flsd with ant-Ontholie
falsshoods,

Bob pow cur readers msy ek, what
has all this to do with Chinamen and
true and Inlss civilzation? Juskibise:
The peopls of Chios’ are oot Hllbnrlu,
not l.n!al.lzctulllj nnlz:lhmd. They wro
vgu.nnnﬂy tedienisd" In the sbused and

hisased” gense ‘of.. the. cword o
; :

reader of history wonid be mabhamad to|
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thriving towns axnd
up whars bot » yes
w3 an slmost unbrol
hava the prodocts of
or the mine wanted
bowa rud abreud the
able gala, Qur fod
fors hea found masis
eign amigration, whic
Lo our produsiive o
consutaption, our o
wasllth, Asregards
materiel strength anc
the {nereass of our |
tinue to move onwen
tion of the mightiest
of the sarth,

Partizan movema
chmnges bavs occu
mors marked, perhag
Jow years paat, yet
than bhave often beh
bave they material
geners] movementa e
soclisty.

Aloog with thess
proaparity we kil to
changs for the better
and falth In Gop, am
religion. In thess res
rekrograding 22 & peo

Crims and Immorz
And this inorsase in s
of persons sod in ib
onarringly mark a g
us s & peopls of reg
mental prineiples aof
purity and honesty, 1
a# possessig real su
divine basis, Prote:
besn the prevalling p
try, is fast/dis=olving!
feronce, . individualisx
and skaptiting by ih
inbarent prlociples,’
baliat In the fagmse
ried with b when 5 n
the oontx-a[nl' unlty 1

inted tescher of t

Y suppott but that
viotion, bwve loat the

8 religions creeds
eiof what was o

ot srptidng m

ces Lt genorals
d.l'rlnu o of Chrd
bolute £y and
trines, v $ust comin
posturs as ragards re
American ipeople ont
Church. |

As iho oatarel res
thy and Indlsolnbill
relation 1o lon.
wiih the d/mappearan
cénjogal midelity,
age, with ud withay
5.1 d.vﬂ. ow, and of
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Native American Arts to be offered

[rom the Collection of The Sisters of the

Blessed Sacrament

LYNDA CAIN
Vice President | Department Head

American Furniture, Folk & Decorative Arts

Katharine Drexel was born to one of Philadelphia's wealthiest and most prominent families. Her
father, Francis Anthony Drexel, was a business partner of J.P. Morgan. A pampered, well-tutored
and much-traveled child, Katharine and her siblings were raised with a strong sense of social
responsibility. The Drexels offered food, clothing and money to the needy from their home at
1503 Walnut Street on a weekly schedule. Katharine's youthful travels across the United States
made her acutely aware of the depravations experienced by Native and African Americans, and
undoubtedly influenced her shocking decision to become a Roman Catholic nun and join the
Sisters of Mercy Convent in Pittsburgh.

Determined to use her inheritance to better the educational opportunities and social conditions
of minorities in this country, Katharine Drexel established a religious order, The Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament for Indians and Colored People, in 1891. That same year, Mother Katherine
Drexel, as she was then called, purchased forty-four acres in Bensalem, Pennsylvania to build a
Motherhouse and administrative headquarters for the order. From 1891 to 1933, the campus

grew to ten buildings and at its peak, had 600 Sisters running schools around the country and in
Haiti.

For 60 years, Drexel used her wealth to build and support schools and missions. The first schoaol,
St. Catherine's Indian School, was a boarding school in Santa Fe, New Mexico that opened in

9192018 i0:23 AM



Native American Arts to be offered from the Collection of The Sisters ...  https://www.freemansauction.com/news/native-american-arts-be-offer. .
1894. In total, Drexel built 145 missions, 45
elementary schools, 12 high schools, and a
University.

77WAtfheﬂj@athJnilﬁﬁﬁ,i(gthaﬁp&&emlwasJaid :
torest in the Motherhouse chapel. She was

canonized as a Saint in 2000, and the
Motherhouse complex became known as the
National Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel.

After 125 years, declining membership and
financial pressures straining many Catholic
orders brought about the decision by the Sisters
of the Blessed Sacrament to sell the National
Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel in Bensalem as

well as an additional property outside of
Richmond, Virginia. The complex is too large for the Order's current and future needs.
Freeman's is pleased to offer in our upcoming April 26 American Furniture, Folk & Decorative
Arts Auction, a large collection of Native American made items formerly exhibited and stored on
site at the National Shrine. Representing the Native American arts traditions and crafts that the
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament encouraged in all of their schools, this collection, consisting of
pottery, beadwork, weavings and basketry, is largely by Hopi, Navajo and Pueblo artisans, and
the items were presented to the Sisters from many of the schools and missions they supported
over the years.

Proceeds from the sale will go towards The Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament ministry work and
to the support its retired Sisters, about 50 of whom still live in the Motherhouse complex. The
National Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel of the Motherhouse campus will remain open to
visitors through 2017. The remains of Saint Katherine Drexel will eventually be moved to the
Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Philadelphia, and selections of the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament archives will be entrusted to the Philadelphia Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

To be offered 04/26/17: A selection of Native American works from the Collection of The Sisters
of the Blessed Sacrament; Saint Katharine Drexel (by source, fair use, Wikipedia)

Corporate Collection {/tags/corporate-collection)

American Furniture Folk & Decorative Arts (/tags/american-furniture-folk-decorative-arts)

2of 4 9/19/2018 10:23 AM



ST. Micrer—The Country-home of the Francis A. Drexel family

The
FRANCIS A. DREXEL
FAMILY

by
SISTER M. DOLORES
(Marie Elisabeth Letterhouse)

THE SISTERS OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
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336 The Francis d. Dreel Family

fatherly love. Kate is not conceited by her college course, She may
be a little vain byt that will soon wear away. I think the girl
has within her a generous soul, She talks of interesting herself
in tke Tencment House Soclety, etc., etc.

Aunts called after dinner & invired us {Loulou & I) to lunch
with them on Friday. T took o nap & then Katharine & I have
been together with Unele Joe. You see, sisters miine, I am not
doing any preaching. God & al] the saints tell me what I am to

do! I am getting to love & appreciate the family & their simple
home life,

It s now 8§ P.ML I have written this between times; some in
the study, some on my xnec with Unele Joe. How long do you
think the Lord wishes me to remain lere? Family intimacy & re-

lations with relations is I should think g move in the right
direction.

If my heart js not yours, my own sisters, to whom does it
belong? It is useless to say that I am always more than lovingly
a part of yourselves—one of the All Three.

In he fall of 1886 while they were in Europe the cor-
nerstene of St. Francis de Sales Industrial School a¢ Ed-
dingten had been laid; the modus operandi of industrial
and trade schools as demonstrated by such schools in
Europe had been studied by them. The completion and
furnishing of same had been a major project on their re-
turn; row in the carly summer of 1888 the institution was
ready o open its doors and begin its work.

On July 28th of that year the Archbishop of Philadel.
phia, Most Reverend P. J. Ryan, D.D. blessed the new
building, The ceremony was simple and unostentatious as
were all the great deeds done by the I, A. Drexels, only a
few specially invited guests were present. A corps of ff-
teen Christian Brothers,—Brother Anatole, Director,
had quictly made all dye preparations for the occasion,
Out of zhe 500 boys at St. John Orphan Asylum, Philadel-
phia, the Sisters of . Joseph selected 200,

New suits and straw hats had been bought for them by

I'ndian Missions 337

the Misses Drexel, and clothed in these, spick and span,
and with a clean bill of health, the sisters formally turned
over the little lads to the Qd._.mﬁmmz. Brothers. m,_.oE..mP
John Asylum they marched to the Girard Avenue m.\B:o.b
and entrained for Eddington. A keen, Smﬁ@%.Hoﬁ .nrm% were
as they entered their spacious new roﬂo 4:& Hnm.m&.mﬂﬁ
prospécts of learning trades and entering industries » a
would enable them to take their place in the busy %n.;w.m-
day world, fully equipped for the struggle of making a
rﬂﬁm.ﬂr the culmination of St. Hﬂh.mn.nmm Industrial School
the charity-sympathy of the three sisters seems to some
extent, but without any rigid line of mo&mﬁnmﬂc.m, to have
divided into the Industrial School and its H%@EEEW mﬂ&
support being taken over almost wholly E\. Elizabeth; t :m
new St. Joseph Society recently declared Ea.nwm:n_mzﬁ 0
the Mill Hill foundation in England, found in Louise its
mainstaff. In 1888 she purchased for $29,000 a property
in Baltimore, Md. and spent about $30,000 more to reno-
vate it and add improvements and mh.m:ma. to nmnmz._mr
Epiphany College. With this mo:napﬂos. in owwwm.sms
,10@.0 mission work soon became her special interest. w
1889 she and her husband CS.H.. Edward H/.\HE.RE n.y.
pended $30,000 more in purchasing property in me.EoH c
for the Josephites and their anw.o work and no.nn_nsoa
their financial suppoft in meeting insurance, repairs ete.,
as necessity arose. At this period St. Emma I & b,. r.;ﬁ-
tute the crowning glory of Louise Drexel's Negro mission-
mindedness was not yet on the visible horizon, nor Hﬁ;w 5
future missionary work for the Negro race, and so Louise
could teasingly boast to Kate: “You have only some hun-
dred thousand souls in your Indian field, but I have ten or
more millions in my Negro rmi&ﬂ.: .

The projected Catholic University of America located

s
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at Washington, D, C., too came to the sisters for financial
2id which was granted by a donation of $50,000 to estab-
Lish the Francis A. Drexel Chair of Mora] Theology.
Another large donation given by the three this year of
1888 was to Sairt Agnes Hospital, $30,000, at the urgent
‘equest of Motaer Agnes to enable the Sisters of St.
Trancis to buy a picce of Property they deemed essential
to the welfare of the hospital.

These few amounts are but the Mont Blanc of theijr
charitable giving—only the Recording Angel could give
us an inventory of their multitudinous lesser charity—
lesser only in the figures represented, not in the love of
God and for man which evoked it. God and His poor
were the most prezions legacy bequeathed to them by their
father and mother, and faithfulness to its execution thejr
dearest and most cherished service,

Touching on the donation given by the three sisters to
the Catholic University of Americy Wwe may enjoy a
glimpse of the dedication ceremony in 1889 given by
Louise in her cha racteristic style in a letter to Kate—

St. Michel,

November 16, 188
My darling Queda ’

Lise is in town so vour letter for the time being is lost. When
she writes you she will enclose the desired check. A scuffle with
Peg has just transpired, she insisting on leaving the door behind
_En on a crack—of all things the most abominable—and T sassing
rer.

Peter McGuire was here today. He has been doing well gl
summer, and has agaia the promise of work at Eddington. He
m_mw& after you and hag written you a leteer. If you did receive
It he expects an answer, in fact s going back to his old address
very scon to see if your letter has arrived.

As ftems of news let me tell you that Mr. Fuller is dead and
Jack Parterson cagaged to a Miss Thomas,

I have just been calied down stairs to scc My, Simons {Coal
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dealer, Cornwells). He came to offer 'more property to us, some
immediately adjoining the site of your future Convent. T thanked
him and left him no wiser than before. As to the purposes for
whtich our recent purchase was required, he wanted to know badly.

Since writing we have been to Washington, Bern and Mors.
Johnson accompanying us, 4 Lordinaire it poured on ‘Wednesday
50 we reached the university mid wet and mud. This time there
was a seat reserved for us in the Chapel, a very nice one by the
way. The crowd was great s0 Sugar Kane’s arrangements wvere
very nearly deranged by the pressure. There was a palpable lack
of system, but after about an hour of delay abour 100 Bishops
filed into the chapel, and a shoal of clergy. Two cardinals were
present. There was a Solemn High Mass sung by the Papal
Legate, then Bishop Gilmour prosed away for half an hour. On
the whole the ceremonies were very creditable, very imposing. The
singing was magnificent. Father Gray led the choir.

After Mass 300 guests descended to the banquet hall where
there was an excellent dinner. The guests were mostly clerical,
though there was a sprinkling of laity, both male and female,

About the middle of the dinner, the President, Vice-President
and Mr, Blaine came in. There were fine speeches. The Papal
Legate made a magnificent one in Latin. Cardinal Taschrean in
French. Qur Arxchbishop’s speech was witty and in every sense
perfect. He made a personal hit at all the Bishops whereat these
worthy gentlemen failed to see the jeke. “The Archbishop” (Fechan
of Chicago) squirmed when he was referred to in this style—
“There is one bishop ameng us whose proportions are as mighty
as the city from which he comes, etc., cte.” The best reference
was to Archbishop Ircland, who was called 2 “consecrated bliz-
zard."”

We saw Father Stephan and he told us of the ovation his
Indians had received at Baltimore. The Bishops Lave met to djs-
cuss how best to meet the Morgan policy, and a deputation is to
call teday an Blaine. The Colored and Indian Bureau will prob-
ably be one and the same, Nothing yet is settled. Father Stephan
fomes 1o us next week to report and to be nursed.

We stopped yesterday in Baltimore and were delighted with
Epiphany College. Of eourse there is a great deal yet to be done.
There are at the College six Colored Sisters vwho work ad-
mirably. They nced 1 few more things however to make them
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