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parishes sert

to merge
Those affected;: Our LadyHellp
of Christians; Nativity; Moth,er
of Divine Grace; and St. George"

ByDavirl O'Reilly
STAFT'WRITER

The Archdiocese of philadelphia an_
nounced Sunday that it wilt consoliclate
tour Port Richmond parishes over the
next 18 months.

roperty info:rma.tion :

Nativity, BVM's current status;r per ilrer
Phiradelphia's formal annour:]cenent: in Januar.y
this church is in the "pastora.l. plannlng area
three other Roman Catholic r:hur.chelc; nearby.

Nativlty j_s ,an active worsrhj-p site.

The four belong to the archdincese's
pastoral planning area 570.

St. Adalbert's parish, the other mem-
ber of that groupr, will remain a free-
standing parish, the ilrchdiocese said.

The restructurirrg, which Archbishop
Charles J. Chapun: re:yiewed as part oll
the archdiocesek ongoing'fiastoral plar-
ning initiative," does not immediately af-
fect the schools of'the affecteCl parishes"
But the pilrisles "will continue to asse$s
the viability of therir schools at the locial
level," the a.rchdiocese said.

The affected parishes had been in con-
solidation talks si.nce October 201.4, but
in March repofted tley were unable tcr
reach an agreem€:nt.

The archdiocesan $trategic planning;
committee then studied their neecls
and presented th.em with two restruc.
turing options and invited them t-o

choose one.
There :re 219 parishes, and 44 pasto-

ral plannilg afefls, in the five-county
archdiocese.

E doreilly@phillynev'/s.com
,g 856-779-3841

Arr:hcfj-6,."=. of
o[ 2016 where

5'70, " witir

a

, T"' J {;::d:*fl il' ##ffi,#l #,s,:
vrne Grace_ parish, at East Thompr;on
and Elast Monmouth Street, anci St.
Gggrrge parish at 27ea E. Veningo A/e.

Under the partnership arraniemernt.
each parish will remain open"but ali
will ber served by one pastc,E one sitilff,
an-cl ofle pastoral cr)uncil. The parishes
will, however, maintain their'own fi-
narrce$ and retain their finance coun-
cils.

Auegheny Avenue
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l

Ly, Blessed Vi::gln. Mary l?oman Ca
. thr:ee buildincys upon tfie par:cel
rnded on the n r:)r:tl:t at Madison Iitr
hwarclly to Al.Iegheny Avenue, the
surlnq 135'in r,-l*tfr =,"f J47'.irr

pme.t of this '.^-l- ^c -l ..
d may be unde:::il:-":,il'lll-]il
o bu ildinqs, to fr:omleV's 1g9:, A
1 89 4 dedicatiorL. Allegheny perrr
Idlng cl-osest f.e * +---,eer 'o ronser ]reis a. parkins | 
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An aerial v.iew of Nativ
this building's present loca
radiating chapels on the eas
bhe otherwise balanced gfroun
lVladison Street and the rect.o
of the in.stant nomination.

-J-

Yy r BVM 1s bel_ow to high.Light
ron on the 1pt ancl to show th,e
wall- which pLre asymmetr:lr3a1 .t-o

p1an. The E:ormer schoo_L nea:r
y on Belgradp Street are not part

Three (

Aeri_al_

roofs
Avenue

3 ) radlating chapels wit
shows the pitched roofl

over the vestibule area
( south side) .

Rectory on Belgrade Street

demilune r(:of s at east wall-,,
ver the navg and smal_ler pitcheci
joining the towerr on AJ.J_egheny
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scription.6 . trescription.

Nlativity, Blessed Virgin Mary Romran ca.thoric Chu'ch, (her:e_
etfter, "Nativity"), was desigfred by architj:ect Edwin Forrest. Duran
sometime in about "1890" as sl,relvested by r.he cornerstone. Ther
work on this buirrling was inti::rupted to erxtend j.ts completiorL
to the end of 189:3 for dedi
i.n 18s4.1 rhis church is "r;il'::-:: ::":::.T'":::;:: i".ll'"

Describing this church irf relevance t.r: the historic prece,d.enctf its architectur:al component$ mirrors thq architect,s skil-lf ul_p'l-anning- The errtire church'$_war-1s have <yraniLe ashlar mason.ry,11

'l

c.s

Mahoney, D-, Hi-storicar sketc[es of the cEthoric churches...Phila - , 1911 ' p.l 40. Mahon*o j * source is 
'he 

s,ame at present:llhe plot size upon purchase i4 1BB2 measuqed 135' x 347,. (p.139)



except vhere there are
hrowni.eh granite was infr
stant si_te, the ftret. Cathpli
c*rrtury +rea, the archttect
blends into the Lanflscaped

Durangrs knowledge of
evident,, Otr the fLrEt level
that are trougth-hetrn as if ta,
smoeth-f,aeed rueticated grani
nlta wa* eolared aa closely
Ipoh that la aepeeial.Iy aFFr
eire nS alrertur*s. lthe wi
rnents vl_th brownetone sur
a nutmeg col*r qn the ground f
wood at the windows above the
the rose wlndow and statuee at
the Echeme at that level.

The f,aeade harhens to the
Iate 100f,e t+ith the three hays
is the strong focusr rcith the
Roman-arched portals enterred
lcrw l*ndlng, then threa additi

Iron rails trf a *imple deeign
or rlght-handed. Fef Earnechl
Nativityrs "$aefiive, thick wa1
ra'unded archea I are etarkly di
arch and much larger windarsc F
at the f,lret leveL represent t

-7-

s for nLadowg and doorg" ThLs
t1y uaed by tturang; at this in_
Ehurch in a developlng late 1gth
here, with ii.ts natural w*,rmth,
at- the eaet *f the ehurch.

hiatoric r.l*p of rusticatLsn :Le

wider, th[eker hariaorrtal F
r the weigh.t of, upper tevsL* of,

. The m*rtar u*ed to hollf, the
thnt of the granite f,pr a unified
ated at Ehe nnrth wall where the
and portala are sst j.nto wood ca

The f,aca$e portals are paln
hut at the secand level, the
portalr ls the Eame eolor ae
east and treEt wall, halaneing

oar
ide
the

Romanesque qtyle sf, Franee in the
Eet into prdjectlsne; the senter
€uer atop_ The facade has three
rt]fii a f light pf slx eteps, a ehal
nal steps ts the doerE. Sheeestaire arise from pavement I and exterrd the eridth of the fa
ead to aII cla*nraye for the left
c observati{n of the Remanecique,
s" and smaller $indows (wLth the
ferent frqm t,he E€thic I F polnted

verr, the three f,acaile portale
dLvleion of, pewe tn the intervtth the eentrfr.l nave_ Alsq ike the Gotfulc, there ia a ba

n -%

_?arrrecklr_George, .lrt trf thepp. 341 ..t42. l*val lforlfi. Ny: Ahram*r rne.



Closer o obl.igne
shows; clepth o1:
more details of

Note ir:regu-Lar:
of rose winclow.
suppor b.s staLue
I{eart r:rf Jes;us.

More visiblcr i s t:ast w
pedJ-n:erLt wlt-h co:rbeL L
correspondin<; to cor:be
tabler at eave, dr:pl.i_ca
at werst. wal-l.

Pediments over w:Lndow
and niche als;o aL west

in' propo:rtions wi-th the rose urindrlw as emphasis. rt- is * r.ailrer
simple w:Lndow of ten "petals" that. were creat.ed bln Roman ar.ches ianrldivided by columns/priers with capitals and ba.ses arttached to Lhe
cirr:u]ar pan.e 1n the cent"er. The surround. on the top is sligirtl,lpointed ernd the bot'tom more conforming to the weigpht it bea.rs by gre
vourssoir:s;' varying rengths, espci.alry on the bottom sides wher:e the
we:l-ghtwers; diverted',out, then downwarcl." One can onJ_y imeigine hr:wthe oriqi-nal unoxidized copper fa.sci,r appeared a.t the top sf the
second level where it is wide and rather high, but is best- viewecl
f r'cm the pediments at the eas't ancl west walrs. corberl ta.bles :runthrs coursie around the entire r:hurch; their unique appearance i.s theldriawing on page g. These are alpr_r o><idized copper.

The west wal-l- has three p()rtals, one on a secorLd. revel acrcesised

$
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MAD]SON STREET-?
behind bldg. at rear
of church
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Nativity, Blessed Vi
2535 East Alleg ny Avenue, Philadelphia

-9-
in Mary Roman Catholic Church
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Durang adaptercJ. f 'om this; 11t.r1 century lromanelsquechurch in F:ra*q:e marly c.rnpone't.s seen i:rt Nr ;lt-L*vit.y, EiVM Cl:iur".:h in phil.;rde,lp.hi;a: .r"f"..iJ"u.Ltower wit"h ri.rn;:.n-a.rched r( be r i rr . ,lp.,r,irr;-.1;; sturcryrtis; tica.ted ash"L,er masonry and l_ouvr:ecl fenesl.:::a_.ti.n witlri'r'.unded eLrch,i:s. l.ie atso 
"_.;;; Lh<:"!t'io" of-' r:pen;i_ngs at. t.v,/,er.; r:ou.n.led ;aL:checlwindows on ::aci.Lat.in<7 chap,3l .

223i. Exteri.r
Abtrey Churr:h.,

of r;rrut.!rwel;t trarlsept,
CiL.rn.'7 IIJI. r:oB8-r r3o
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1Jlj|.{rgl)$a.r" tlrumr .0"E naq a textused 6urfHc:e. The lanterfl hAS
rtoman-ar*hed apert,uree; keyetcn+F are in tbe *enter wittr r+nrc
capitare dLvlding eaeh reeessed, louvred open$.ng., Dentar mordi
*'*{ m nn +h- ,if *.'* -.ll- Ll- rL -*rim on the drum adds to the texture; triangular pedim€nts t6F
*ach of the eight slded. Theee details are FoneLstent wtth Dur*
ang I s other towars at dt. charles FoFromeo enrl st . trlary H*gdalerr-!e 

Fv--t

de pflEEl Churches.S (nffer to page 14. I However, more adv
le nurangr* harmonLaus confraating color scheme $n the facade wh
makes one|s ey€s make al "*Lgn of the ctrqssrr; After fosussinf <,n. - r E& bF+ r.Lruu:t;*+{19 gfl
t'he dark granite martrntry on the facade, the Fyes then ga upr*ard
th*n across aE the secoird level where the cream eorors at the
r6*e windowr* eurround lre flanked lmmediately wi.th the win{6ws,
ca*ementer then f,arther out to the vrest and east ende where the
monqrchromed {cream/off Fhitel etatuee of Lhe Fleet6ed visgln w1t6**H*aa nIrrrl

the tltrly chi.Ld and Secrpd tteart stefld respecti.vel.y. The eyss th
proceed upward from the center to ttrre tower in tha ekyr finaLlai
t.his visuar eross rt f rr which to thoae gaz.J-ng or slrnply pasElng
the church wae an unednpci.ous geeture to Rsman Catholiai.am thr
arqhltect$ren

$ev*ral- gpld er*aaps rL*e frorn orbs at Lhe ttrp af the dome,
sn the east flnd weet pepiments and a.t the bascs sf the tstrer t$
"twlnklet' it1 the sky. F t* tseee how great f inanclaL sacrLflces
HEre made not to spare pny ernbellinhnrentp for thit chureh, a$ it
mBant mueh mfrre to the frietorian Era parishionGr; than QuIy a

3"rrrh *f, theee Durang Lgne are FHE-certified.
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The Times &
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Peoples of St.
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irr 1992
Paul-'s

Nlan z 1

r ds reported :Ln
lR.oman Catholrc:

992, page 176.

Beyond
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1843-199:r.



Saint Charles Borromeo
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Durangrs Churches

'fhe archit.ect in,aintained sorno
()onsils; tency 1n iri_s desi_gns fr:or.n
{-he 1870s t-_o ear:l.y 1900s as :_rr
t-Irese churr:.hes; r:s;j_ngr perhaps
more Elaroque than Romaner:rgue.,

{ Top prhoto: Archcliocese of ph j- la.
(St. Mary Magdalen copy f:rom Dr_i_
r:ang's a1bum.)

Tjlnj- Fnr, nhn{'n l-r,ravLv ,:y nomj"nator. of
{ativity, 13VM on Allegheny Arzerrr_r13.

3
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7. SLatement of Significance:

This instant nomination satlsfies t.he cri_terion for
designation based upon Edwin Forrest Durang as the architect
nf i\IaIirz.if" tv! LvcrL-LVrLy, tsVM and how his lifets work as an ecclesiastical
architect signlficantry lmpacted the social and cultural der_
velopment of individuars mainry in philadetphia. Durang's work
for the Archdiocese of philaderphia in the post-civil- war e)ra
bhrough the Gllded Age, or victorian period resulted in intro_
rlucing scores of designs i.n churches reminiscent of medieva.l
western Europe. under the watchful eyes of the readers in the
lloman catholic church, Durang created desj-gns in "revlved,, styl_es
rrrafar-^.i i- fl,-^ 1o?n ! Lrpreferred in the 1870s thrrcugh the 1890s such as the Romanesque,
Gothic and Barogue. Roman catholic churches are traditionalry
the most ornate in thelr exteriors and interi_ors than other re_
-Ligious buildings of other faiths. rn Durangns work, he typica.Lly
employed craftsmen who did work as in the medieval cathedrals of
Ilrance and GermdnYr cieating architectural components not ordina-
rily done for non-Catholic worship sites.

:; Apart f rom the inf ormatlor:L on the attached atl-ases, expansioninto thls "northeast" part of the city may be read in sam llass
warnerns classlc, The private city. phira.: univ. of penna., presb,
pp. 177-182 where warnerrs chart on p. 1Bz noted the higher: per-
n^nl- ^F 4-uerrLcrec> (rr eerman, rrish and British in this area d"*i;;al-"l--scant numbers of "Negro" arLd Russian (i.e., Jewish) residenti.

Durang (1 BZ9_1 9

s;pecif ically for rel_
:rnd specialized. A

s;hips with the Archd
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services at church. To Roman cathollcs, the church buildins's
appearance signified a sacr:ed place and one to
earned wages would f und: t'For God. " Durang,r s
ticularly ski1lfu1 and his work at Nativity is
fol-lows another in ar4azement of the archltect'

which their haril-
churches are par-,
where one drataiL

s plan.

Durang's deslgn at Nativity was the first in this area of
.{- L^ ^..1 r.,E'e crEy, as well as for a church on Allegheny Avenue. rn a sense
Durangrs architectural work gave prominence to the Germans and
rrish Americans, the workingclass of humbl.e rowhouse residents
who paid for this sophisticated church of ashlar grani-ce, copper
trim and embellishments. There were no disappointments or short!
cuts when completed for dedication in 18g4. Nativity is one of
the designs most often named when a list. of Durang's works is
ra.ra 'l I orl

Durang's workoruns paralJ-el to the history of the Archdiocese
of Phll-adelphia which, at the time of Nativi.ty's dedication, i_n_
cluded ten counties. (Today, the Archniocese is Bucks, chester,
Delaware, Montgomery and philadelphia counties.) Two of ttre ar*
chltects who worked for Durang, watson and Dagit, continuecl in
ecclesiastical architbcture ttrrough the twentieth century, his
regacy. Di:rang's "twb hundred" projects, his int.egration Of ,,Re_

vival" architectural styles into Roman catholic buildings ernd.
his qrowth in formafizlng parish architecture for this Archdiocese
are the bases fcrr Annr^\zi -^ Nativity, BVM for historical certif i.t_
cafion- npr cri{-ar.i^n /^\ ^uaLrvlrr p=r u!aLv!rLrlr te/ of the philadelphia codets Rul_es.

subsequent to !h9 publication of Tatman & Moss' BiograaphicarDictionary of philadelphia Architects, 17oo-1g30. eoiton: Hat_r &company, 1985, Durang's granddaughter, Edwina Hare compiled theexlsting literature on hi-m in rhe Durang Famiry. h.p.r n.d. whir:l[provided itemized biocrraohi cal refaran.,o. fnr f hi c ^-^^-- 
---- --__- -lprovided itemized biographicar referenc5s ror it-,i= p.p.r.



Edwin Forrest Duiang (1829_1911) had decades of experi.ence
as an ecclesiasti-cal architect for the Archdiocese of philadel-.
phia by the time of his commission to design Nativity, BVM in
about 1890- l4ahoney wrote that the cornerstone of Nativltywas
"blessed. o. September 21 , 1 g90" by Archbishop patrick J, Ry.an7
who was the head of the Catholic Church in the ten counties cl_r:-
sest and including thb ci-ty of philadelphia from 1BB4 to 1g11.
Ryan and Durang had a strong friendship at a Li-me when the city
was expanding lnto neilzer, undeveloped areas soon to feature fac_
torles and re]ated bu$inesses with rowhouses for their workers.

Durang was in th$ midclre of his career when he designed Na-
tivity, the first RomJ.n cathol-ic church that had presence on the:
wide and well-travel-1$a arregheny Avenue where other churches
would later arise- At Natlvlty, Durang applied a Romanesque de-
sign, similar in some erements to t.hose at st. charles Borromeo
church Ln'1876- But 1t Nativity, Lhere are more direct componerrts
from medieval nuropeall churches, and symmetry. Ar-so unlike st.
clharl-es, Durang conscifously has the facade on Allegheny Avenue,
Ltoldly asserLing I'lis vlerk, a.granii-e building among brick rowho*ses,
a site ior thre cathorlrc workingclass near the Delaware River.

Architecturalry, Nativity is clistinctive with its granite
masonry' used rarely by Durang on his churches. contemporan(3ous

Nativity, .Blessed Vir

_17 _

gin Ma.ry Roman Catholic Church.. 
"

(e) is the work of a design.er, architect, landscape architect
or desigtnerr or engilneer whose work has significantly influenced
the historical, architectura]. economic, sociar_ r or cultureLl
develgpnaerrt-of the city, comrnonwealth or Nation:

1 4n
TMahorreyr op.cit., p.
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It.o the construction at Nat.iv:i_t,y, Durang,s
Pazzi Roman cathol-ic church (1892) for ex.rmp1e, used bluish stc$.c:
in a Barogue d.esign, demonstrating the f l_exibiLity {t r.,is sklrrl*"

IEccresiastical architeci:ure had not been il ,,9erfre,, j_n tr.e 
Iunited states i' the eightee'th and earry part of tfe nineteentlrl

century' Traditional designs; used in non-catholic {merican "rrr]r-ches derived from England {,G.t-hic or Neocr-assical), with r.ittrl
distinctions made for churches compared. to. o-ther imlo::tant ruirla*
rngs' The qradual accepta.ricer of Roman cat.holiclsm i/aried :Ln thlis
anttnf rrr. i n T)onrrcrzl rz=n; - ,'L,^*,^ h--^-- r a IuL.,LrltL!yi llr rennsylvania wherer Penn's law provj-<1ed for freedom lo.fexercizirLg one's .faith, corrstruct.ion of cathofj-c churches, per ls!:in Pennsylvania was not corrcurrent with "practl-ce.,, Holy rrin:ilt[,
church ( 1 7BB ) at sixth and spruce streets (philaderpni.a ) i,, tr,rul ioldest cathotic church bullding in pennsylvania -.ra l1e of the i

few existing in the nation from the English col.onies. rt i-s d,L[ltinctive: Flemlsh bond masonry, and on a diagonal- ,it,r, no rr.uhbbut from entry th::ough modest cloors on the spruce stfeet si.oe. 
I

:::,;;:,":::'":,ll.ill: :;":;:";T:,':;:.. .i".'::il:t:": ;::i:': i.the cityrs overarr- population in that post-Revorutiolary war 
"r,fp

However' a "f.irst phase" of cathor-ic church aesfvn .or,."r,uf
lcy the 1840s with Napoleon LeBr:un's Neoc_Lassicism at St. ph.ilifrl
Neri (i840), the cathedrar Basir-iea of saints peter h paur trea{1(later revised to the Baroque) eind at the rebuilt St].augustine,{J

,!lll'l; J:".i:;T:::il':: :::ll:":il";::';"I::T,::k"":il]ilT 
l=,,::iots culmi,nated years of t_.nsions. Gothic designs ,,{r".. the a.l.lternative to the Neoclasslcar through the 1 B40s as "$.r, .r- st. i

I
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John the Baptist (1s31 ) in u[rrv.rr.r; Assumpti.n, BVM ( 1849 )on sprinqr Garden slreet and it. Peterrsn the R.edenLptorist Fathers,church on Girard Avenue (184P). other catholic churches i.n thispre-Civi1 war period had ]:ee{r re-buitt ernrf in different styles,with the Gothic in more freAternt use.

IDur3ag's introduction t+ ecclesj-asLicai- architecture 5eganunder John Carver (a. 1859) {" about 185;7,, with Lhe few churchesof non-CathoIic (St. James o|L Huntlngton l\venue) and Catho_Lic(St.
Paulrs (christian street ) , nl,trr Gothi.c, to h-Ls credit. Thi-s r. 

'm-ited experlence in thi" =p,."if.llzed f.ietd hacl begun to incr:easeonly after carver's death an{ wnen Durang took over tjre fi.rm. But.
when and how Durang, a Ronan lcut-hori.,, fir:st mr:t with the Lrren_
diocesan hiera.rchy to start le'sionlng churches and anc.irrary par_ish buildings rivas not rnown. lThe Tatman & Moss list provicres
some chronorogy, but the "selc,ncl phase" of cathol-ic church bui.rdir:lqin the Archdiocese was somewhlat srow in the pos;t-civir- lvar o*rr", f'towards the 1 B'zos and 1 BB0s, I, demonstrably clif f erena .,;;;-,"";;''
ecclesj-asticar -rch-itecture 

t"uro 
rise with Durang, as j_ts s;tar.

I

Each church bu:Lrding *-=l .rrra., the overslqht of the 1.calclerqy who insured that cathol-i.ic architectural corivent.j..ons wereconsistent to dogma. Durang 
fvorked with l\rchbishop Ja.mes hrood,

a for:mer Episcopar-iein bankerrl ,rntir 1BB4 when LLis ,,patron,, was
Archbishop Patrick "t. Ryan rrprn rrer-and, under whose watch the
'rchitect could continue the f'awe" and au::a of ecclesj-astical
archif_ecture on the exterirrr lr, ....,.,o.o.t irr l_ho i nf ny.i -
spiri ruaritv *i*. rkLe ;;;;,,,-f:"t;;:"::r::1";:: ;:f:'::.":r:::::'
(This tradltion was begun at F*". John the Evangelist Church onThirteenth street 1n 1B3z witiL Nicor_a Mona.chesi's frescoes" The
PHC certifled Monach.esi's e.xij,tinu frescoes at st. Augrusti_ne,s i'ito1s.) 
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Durang was mindfur- of each archi-tecturar- style,s impact 
I

and why he selected certain deslgns in each Catholiq community.l
For the instant matter, Nativity, Durang's des.ign wds -pprop.iJt*
for the second-to-third gerreration of mainly Iri.sh CathoIic" ,fjo
moved to what had been farrning areas near the Delaware niver. 

I

The atlases recorded the local industries on land and by the blnhs
of the river that brought <levelopment for a worklnqclass sromewilat
removed f rom the cent.er of the city,s cultural inf ]tiences tfrat 

Iwere more cosmopolitan. For t-he port Richmond Cathqlics o:E thJ
1890s, work and church coinci.ded with family li.Ee. And unt.il_ an]"
work was completed for the German Catholics's clrurch, Our r,aAy 

IHelp of christians, one block west of Nati_vity, the latter *oorjo
be the only Catholic site for those of the faiLh residing,rborrel
Lehigh Avenue until 1905. I

I

As one of the region's; most prorlf ic archj-Lects, -rra ,rn" ol,
special'-zed skir1, there are few sources .n Dura.ng. Catho_Lic 

In'.1-' I .i ^ - +- .i ^- ^puur-rudLrons such as Mahoney do not respect the architects of tlru
nineteenth century historically, or profession*lry. f nste;ld, 

"harchitect like Durang is ignored for the foundi.ng pastors of .r.[n
parish as "building" each church. Hare's compil-ationr noteci ar:r:[-
.ham Ritter callinq Durang his "friend...a vafuabre 

"!rd ,r.r1, ta1!n_
ted and tasteful architect of our cj.ty" in philadelphia ancl Her:l
it'lerchants (1 860 ) well- bef ore Durang was to desi.gn hib best f o:: tn.
Archdiocese and beyond. "The catholic standard & Times,, n*ws ofo-
buary on Durangi 1lsted Natlvity among his accomprlsrrpa worl<:s. rf.r=,
:rel-i-ance upon Tatman & Moss' Biographical Dictionary and tlris 

I.lrisLorical commiss;ion who valued Duiang anil his protLges, watsol
;rnd Dargit for thei-r wonderful contributions to this city,s rorol
history of producing architects of American and world ,"norn. 

- 
|For these re€isonsr this nomination merits this Commissior,,I

approval for historic designation. 
i

ICeleste A. Morpllo, MS, MA
August | 201? 

|

I
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Nativity, BVI4 church is one.of- many Archdiocesan properties notgiven suf f icient attention-.Ln irislorv.---The sourc:es used herei'thls nomination were utitized ana paii of the aneLrysis for newreference material on Duranq and his won<lrous tal.ents for theRoman Cathollcs of philadelphia.
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fTlttlS piuish wr's at 6rit a nission atlended by the Redemptorist Fatirers

r o r S t' Bon i ft 
':c 

i u:,", .*i:;:::':? T,,[1, J.:;',r"|'','l: :l.t'"tiil:ground at tb'l nortlt$

Street, ancl bouncl':rl ott tlt't othtt si'1es by small streets The lot bas a fqont-

age on [he svenue of,35 rt'tt ""a " 
depth of 3+7 fe:t' C)n the'nort]tem end

of this tract they at once begen to build' a school and chapel' the-latter to

occupy the upper floor' 'lhis iuilding' a brick structure fronting on Ilelgracle

streei, is !o feet wirle b1 r14 feet long'

On ]larch r9, rSS:, r.itJ 
-*tttt''"tone 

rvas blessecL in the presence of a

grext throng, prominenl tn rvhich were societies lrom the variou: Gettan pat-

ishes. I3ishop Shenah"t tmtt""O an<1 Fether \\"irth' C'iiS li'' reclor of

ii, p","r'., prcacltecl 'fhe buikling rvrs 6nisbecl and dedicated on August

zollL follorving, Bishop Shanahr'n agfin of6ciating' and Bi;hop Gross' of SSvan'

nah, preaching. 't'to t"tttrtJtr*r t1're scltool' conductecl by Sisters of Christian

Charitl', *as oPened.

Iironrthebegirrnin;1thel]nglish.speakingCatholicsrveretleciderllypre.
ponclerrnt in the ':ont4regatio-n, "o-a "tto'ai"gfj'' 

ofttt 
" 

serrice of tu.o and a half

;;;;1;ii;"mPt;;ij; tfsthers tuned over tlre froPertv to the Arclbishop'

who rnade it the cenlre o't '";fuf-t 
parish' wilh Rev Francis '[ Quinn' hith'

erto ajsistrnt at St. Ann':; lt""l lttt ortlinr'tion' as the rector' Irrther Quinn

receiverl thi: appointurent in Jtnutry' r3S5' In order to acconlnlodale

the Germans of rire distrct Iiev. George \!olf rvas senL to him as an assistxnt.

Fatbei Quinn tool: rrp ilis resi'ience it tlt" 'oott 
rvest of the school' formerly

occupied. by the Sisters' fli"lti'oaot"a the use of gas in the buildinq' rvhich

h*d previously been lighted bv oil lanps'

It rras not long before h" btg"n ntotl' n'ott exten:ive improvements ln

rBS6 he starteci tire erection of *ft"n"ltont" brorvnslone Paltoral residence'on

I3elgrade Street,not t"t t'o* 'l'tttgtteuv Avenue' rnrl fronting torrard; the lat-

ter, from rvhiclr it it no'u ="pnt"tJa !i ' U;"ittli"11,,-1aid out Iarvn' 'I'his fin-

i'hed Cnil occupied, the entire first floor of l'he church build!19 
]":1 fl"^'::t^U

to school PurPoses, rvith the Sisier: of St' Joseph in charge' But yetthe Pro-

vision for the childreL-r oi'irt. puri.tt 1Yx; in;de'luate ln order to provide

r\t,trTIVlTY ts.
HE.S.

)', rB8z.

a rvrs orgenized in t3[32, and
iped in l-riendsliip FIa1l, at
8S5 that tlieir 6rst pa:tor, the

rouncl at tire corner of \iienna
prescnt clrurclr. It uas rledi-
,ishop Rvan, rvho. in addition
L':1c an rddress in whicli he

rlion. From that lirne f)ivine
rnd.-<orne superstrucLure, rrhich
ior, Ii,:v. r\dalbert llaLusccki,
,- r , ,-,.,i,.-,I ;- ^r,.,.,,^ ,,^ril

I reicnl rertor, l.cr, f]Lher
ths rai:ed tire sum of S:4,coo,
rr) orl SlpLembcr : r, I S9o, his

itterl up rs a parochiel school,
sicle fbr Lhc service of God ts

fronr [)rc lluor of the rnein
'llls rre of s'.one, ancl over the

reigirt of r5o feet lrom the si<le-

:omc, rich and lrstcful.
Lcl been removeil and lhe nelv

.t fronLs u1;on Vienna Street,
nls after ]Ialuseclii tooli cherge
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needed relief h,t procured from Father l3rrry the oid St. Cecilia's fiame church
and re-erected it betu'een his residencb and the :;chool.

This malie-.hift school, horver,er, B'as not Lo he liept long in u-.e for this
purpose, as the pastor malured a plan rrhich rvas to ailotv all cl the original
brick buiiding lo be used as a school. lle began l'ork on the basenent of a

- -i, pernrrnent,hu-ch, ncst ofthe residence 3;1d fycrntirrg orr -\lleglLeny .A.r'enue,/'
planned so r.s to he onc oI the nro-.[ spaciorr; antl hrndsr. ne in thc city. Tlrc
foundations heving been solidly laid d,nd the besement l'alls erected, he had
tllj corner-stJne Lle:serl on Scp,1gn1|'gs:I, rS9o, .{rchl,i;1r,,1' Rren ofrrciated
ancl Rei.. I), I. llcDermott preachecJ. 'Ihere tva.s an enormous corcourse
present. So rapidly ri'as the uorli p$shed that rhe ba!,enlent *as rledicated
on February 2t, r39tr by Archbishoir livan, Frthr:r \[.])ern]ott lgain preach-
ing, and his Grace also maLing e confratulrtcry adclress.

Thus sas the original chapel sujrersedetl and an oppot-trrrrity giren for
making further improremenls. N,rt gnly rvas the chapcl turnerl into school-

rooms, but another stor]: rvas adde{ to the building, the cirange costing

$zo,ooo. Iiul the parish s'as thus sLipplied rvith a schcol thrt tras accommo'

dations for a thousand children, Thi old frirrn,: chapel, too, rer:eired a nerv

uie, being lurned into a parish hall.
r- F.tl.-. r,"inn had noL done builrling, hcgeler. In dre spring of rS93 hee-4

strrrle.l rvorlt or. tl.c sui,cr.[ruclurc oI tlre church ancl h.L,] Llre n:a:onr)'nerrl]
cornpleted r.,'ht:n a disastrous accidentf tbr.t migirt, hou'ever, hale been muclt

u-orse, occurred. On Fri,lr.r'night, tlctober r3, r.S93, a 6erce hunicane b'leu'

a portion ofthe eastern side s'ail dori'n upon ancl cruslrerl in the rool'of the

blsement, making bavoc c'f ererytLing tul the sanctuar)'. 'fhough it rras

on'ly about half-pa:t nine o'clock, Iet, fortunriely, there was no one in the

basement, clse lires mighl have been sacrillced. The liollon ini; Surrday and

all through tht: linter tlre congregrtiin ira,1 to rrorship in the frame chapel.

The damage was repaired as cluickly as circum:tances r,'ould 1:ermit, and the

walls nacle mucir stronger th:.n tirev had Leen. T'hen lhe lork tas con-

tinued, and in thc sunnrer of tS9,; tLet on the outside oi the building lvas com-
'"..:, 

. _,- pleted. The eclihce prcselrLs rn erceptionell.\, 6oe appearancer and wiil be

;' Iinished inside in a rnanner rrcrthy of so large ;Lrrd eiegant a te:lple.
Father Quinn and his parishiondrs celebraled, on fune rS, rSq5, the sil-

rer .juLil:e ,f lri. or,lir;etirn irr e rrall rrhiclr slr'rs-s unnri.tr.^rLlv hoil he e::d

they are altached to each other- 'Illel presented to hj.n a te'rlimonial checli

rvhich he il to trie in h:ving a mencrrirL altar erecled in the neiv churr:h.

1+0 ST' I.E(

Sr. l-"Eo's, '

T-;RIt)li. t. rSS.1 llri; lrri<lr ir

f prri;ir, l\<'lnre.Lu:q, LL:L r
*orshiPed in the chaPel of

the village. 1n liaY oi the ler

and Iiev. Joseph .\. Slrthau, a-'

pointecl as its lirsl plstor by tire th

11. A. \\'t]sh, Lt..I)
Ior a time Iicr. liather Slr'ri

on the Sltte Road, attcl renied a

resiclence. i\ :tite liJr a clrrtrcl

other side of the 1)ertr-.)1rtni:i Iir
and thc fa.tor :j.'on aflers'arcLs '

and energetic aiLl of thc Parishic
' psratoIy to lrlirr; 111, [ 1t111 1'lll rnr

was blessed arrrl laiil on Octo'oer

J. Drrr1 , Iect('r oI Lhc Vi:ite it'rl
ered oler beft,re the rrinter :et ir

anrl ihe ba-.enrelt chapel l'as cle

'I'he building of t'ne pastorr

and the hou:;c Ias occuPied lh

thus unlil earlY in rljg:, lhen Ii

ture; but he did not rcnlriu Io

transfi:rred lo llte more inrPorlat

. kiniorvn, leii ,,'acaLli b;' the dte

ceeded by Il.es. \Iichael C. Ilc'
the work rrbit:h iled beell su:ire

were up and rtncler roof.

\-et it has been 1c[r. lo allol

*'as, ne&r the r::lose of \orenrlr
ship ofSt. I']rui'ri. I'Iis :ucces:

assistant at the YisiLation since

gregation he i: rrorking hard t'

verv pretty Otte r{lten con}lll€:lil

torver, and is 6o f.:et $ide bi
the front gile entrance to tile (

entrrlnces on either side, 'Ih'
diana liuestone. 'fhe church
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llll^l'-l(f 9: .!3 Setir:d i'l 1es 4, and ,ii 
-ir,. 

rrner of Ehe pubr:Lcat ion oi:: :=LareLr. -.r.n r-v3,+, and. iLt. the trne of Ehe pubr:Lcat.ion
?:()l??^l:fIX= ptc-ea-arcn-r:est'L,o-lre-qlsr.j{ in re62, Dunn isas r:esidinsin Allentow PA.

Dunn was n emerrt.us member: oE the nat-iona.L AIA and also er mernber of
o.F the AIA.Fhat Eastern Peri ylvania Chapter:

L,IST OF !'ROJECTS:
L9 l-2 Homer Service Ga 9e r Broad ij t & Rockl,and Ave. , phi.l..a

SELECTED BIBL-TOGRAPHY: rIAUC t
HouSeS F ennsylvania New V! DE

inO

LIST OF PROJECTS: See Roneyr Cherr:ll.es f{enry , for ey li DuPontpro j r:cts .

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
(New York, 1965 ), p.
B-qbe.l. ( Indianapolis :
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: Bateman, llhomas
8; James, MeLrcluis n

l-9 4l ) , p. 17€t "

H,, DuPont and A eci Famil.ies
A.Lfre<l I DuPont: Fami I

DURANG' EDwrN FORREST (4/L/r.829 - 6/L2/rl?rt). Edwin F" D'rang was bornin : nraq'|. irti^eo uryrvu,s f amily of 
- 
prof essr j.onerr.. aq:tors and perf or:mers. Hisgranclfather' John Durang (i-168-L822).), was ciedited i',itrr nei.ng the f ir:stnatirre-born Amer:ican act.or; and hisl iat.he:: and uncre, cha.r1.es and Richar:dFerdj nand Durang were the f irst to perf or:rn the ',star'spriigi"o. Banner.,,, Inlater: years charres Durang ( r'791-18?0 ) wor::ked as direclo:: -ano prompter abboth the chestnut street and the A.meri.can Theatres in phi.Ladelphia. Aftr:r.his r:'etirement i.n 1853, he taught danci.ng ana wrote sever:,al booksraffaYdi nn ,{.^^,!=ya!qrl,v -o."uing as wer.r as a-history oi trre philade.tphii-stage. B), fB55;Edwin F' Durang was listed in, ther Phiiade.l phia city <1.i-rect.or j-es as arrarchi't'eeL wiLh an office at 304 Vine s;t.reerl. rn 1-857 he,uas noted at.4lTtr'lar.kert st::eet, and it is in this year that. he began worki.ng for John E.carve:r (q"v' ), veteran residential and ecclesiatical arch.i-iect. upor:rcarver's death in 1-859, Durang succeed.ed frim in the f :Lrm, ret.aining t.heof f ice aL 2L North 6 Lh street until 1880. Ilorrowi.ng caiv,:i, s example,Durtrng als;o specialized in eccresiati.cal design, mosL not*bJ_ythor;echurches and institutions associat,err with the caLhor:Lc chur:ch. rnNovember , L909 , Durang was joinecl in the f iim by h j.s sonf F. F,er:d.j.nandDurang (q"v' ), who succeedecl him in 1911. ihn oor'rng f irrns rep]:esenL on€)of the mosit successful enterprisers specializing in catholjLc chur.charciiitecture in philadelphia', ont],,:rival-Led. in ilre lui;;-;;ineLeeth,:.ndearJ-y twentieth cenLuriei by the ilynasty of a.rchitects sir:ed. by Henry D.T):nif t^ -, IvqyJ-u \y. v. /.

Edwin F. r)urang was a member rcf the Franklin rnstit_ute.

Phj.lip B., Colonial I ronwor
the Earl Days of the Republ- i
Cat- . ( 1917 ), p. 259
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1q!9 St, Patrick'g Ch-.,.parochial res., phila.
1853 Phila. Bd. of pubii-c na. , -Curli;'3"htll' sw 20 rh & Carharine sts. ,Phila.
1865 Phila. Bd. of pubric Ed., Dougla.s schl., sw Huntinqdon rBrowne sts., phila
18{58 Phila. Bd. of pubric Ed., Northeast scht., nw crown & Race sts;.,Phila.
1867 our Mother of . sorrowq ch. r c:h. & schl-. bldgs. n 4800-4814 LanceLster

Ave. , phiIa.
st- Johannais Lutherqn ch,, ch., l5th & ogden sts., phila.

1870 Arch St. Opera Hse., 1003-1005 Arch St., phila.
st. James the Greater ch., rectory & schl., 3gth & chestnut st.s.,Phila.
St. Maryrs Ch., Wilkes-Barre, pA
Phila. Bd. of public Ed., paxson schl., Buttonwood st., e. of6th St., phila.
St. Andrewrs Ch., I35 S. Sycamore $t., Newtown, pA
Pittson Opera Hse., pittso;, pA (attributed)
St. Stephenrs Luth. Ch., sw corner of So. Duke e Church sts.,Lancaster, pA (attributed)
Sacred Heart Ch., 140G-14I8 S. 3rd St., phil_a.
St. Charles Borromeo Ch. , 20th & Clrristian sts. , phil-a.
st. Agnes Hosp., 1900 s. Broad st., phi1a. (with Frank watson)Grace Bapt. ch. , Ir'Iervine & Berks sts. , phira. ( completion only )Our Lady of the Angetrsn Glen Riddle, pA
St. Joseph Ch., St. Joseph St., Lancastern pA
St. Patrick's Schl., Z4Z S. 20th St., phila.
St. Francis Ch., alts. & ad.ds., Nanticoken pA
Cottages (2)t U.S. Ave., Atlantic City, NJEagle Hotel, alts. & adds., Lebanonn FA

18 71

1873
l-87 4
1875

1876

1880
18€[

L.Jd z

1884
1886

Keystone State Normall Schl.r rr€w bldg., Kutztown, pA
Little sisters of the poor, bldgs., iuiterton a sheffield aves.,Chicago, IL
Phila. Bd- of public Ed., cahil1 schr., Broad & Race s.Ls., phila.
Reading Academy of Music, 5th St.., Reading, pA
schuylkill seminary, Frede.ricksburg Academy, r,ebanon co., pASt. John's Orphan Asyrlum, alts. e adds. , West phila.
St. Josephts Ch., Ashland, pA
st. Josephrs protectdrate, alts. & adds., Norristown, pAst" Monica'" 9h., Atlantic e california aves., Atrantir: city, NJSt. Peterr s Ch. l4ission, Rr:ading, pA
Store, Locust abv. 24d St. , Columbia , J?ArB87 Beneficial saving Fund soc., 1202 chestnut. st., phi.la.
Cernontor r rr^-: ^-^vs' .,vrr Lv! , C. n res . , Mer ion, pA
Jesuit _Co1lege, _l7th, lgth , Thompson & StiIes sts . , phila .( demolisired )
Lit.tle Sisters of the poor, alts. e aaas., Wingohockj-nq Sta.,Phila.
Our Lady of Visitation Ch.n sch1.r south side of Lehigh Ave.,Frontr 2nd St,.n Fhila.
Res;., n. of 58th St., east rcf Hoffman St., phila.
!lnt;:.. :l::l:":_ HiIt Ave. r ber. perkiomen' rpke. & Norwood sr. ,DL. Drr-ageE's eh., schl., Falls of the Schuykil_1, I,hil;:;St. James Ch., 3728 Chesntut. St., phila
St. Vincent de paul Ch., pas.toral res./ price St., n. of EvansPhiIa.

U Ull . t

L^!

Phi la

St. r

lB88 Cheatwood Hotel, Atlantic City, NJFactory (picture frame), alts., 6th & Arckr St., phila.Hse. of the Good shepherd, trrts. & adds., 50th & pine sts.,l"lerchanls rnsurance co., al-Ls. & adds., sw corner crf 5th &sts. , phila.
Phila. Art Club compelition (lost to F.M. Dav)

Ph:Lla.
WaInut
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st. Edwards ch., convgnt, york st., bet. 4th & gth sts., phila.
st. Josephrs Hosp., arts. & adds., lTth st. & Girard Ave., phi_La.
St. Thomas Acquinas Collegerr rrr. Scranton, pA
St. Vincents Home, lgth & Wood sts.r phila..

1889 Academic b1dg., GIen Riddle, pA
Ch., Lenni, PA
Convent Hse., Glen Riddle, pA
Hse. of the Good Shepherd, 36th St, &
Maternity Hosp . & St. Vincernt I s Hse. ,phila.
Keystone State Norma1 Schl., wing bldg., Kutztown, pA
Res., Haverford Ave. bel. 3gth St., phila.
Schl. & convent, pheonixvill.e, pA
St. Aloysius Ch., Norristown, pA
St. Charles Borromeo, alts. & adds.n Kellyville, pA
St. Johnrs Evangelical Ch., pittson, pA
St. Josephr s Ch . , Easton, p.A,

Wash hse., ISth & Wood sts., phila.
1a!$ Nativity Ch., Allegheny Ave. & Belgrade St,., phila"

Our Lady of Mercy Ch., chapel,2l4l N. Broad St., phila.
R.C. Ch., Carbondale, pA
SchI . , alts. & adds. Wood.IarLcl Ave. , phiIa.
St. Laurentius Ch., Berks & Memphis sts., phita.
St. Maryss Ch., pheonixville, pA
St. Maryrs Hosp., rt.p.
St. Nicho1as Ch., tennessee g pacific aves. , Atlantic City, NJSt. Patrick,q Ch., pottsville, pA
Store, 16th & Walnut sts., F,hila.

l89l- Nativity Ch., schl., Belsrade & Welli
Our Lady of Mercy Ch., parochial. res.

. Ave. , phila.
Philopatrian Literary Institute, 12fh
R.C. Chapel, Crum Lynn, pA
R.C. Chapel, Cheltenham, pA
R.C. Chapel, Norwood, pA
sisLers of Notre Dame; chaper, warnut Hitl, cincinnati, oHSt. Michael's Ch., schl. & pastor res., 2nd & Jefferson sts., phila.Visitation Ch., convent chapeln Mobi.le, AL

1892 rmmaculate Heart convent, chapel, Virla Maria, west chester, pA
Keystone state Normal schr., centrar. brdgs., Kutztowno pA
Little sisters of the poor, alts. & adds. to hosp. a home, Lgth &Jefferson sts., phila.
Laund.ry, Chestnut Hill, phila.
our lvlother of Sorrows Ch. , alts . & erdds. , 4800-4814 Lancaster Ave. ,Phila.
R. C. Ch . , parochial rcjs . , Cheltenham, pA
R.C. Ch., pastoral res., Bryn Mawr, pA
Sacr-ed lleart Chapel, Mobile, AL,Sisters of Mercy, convent, Meri.on, pA
sisters of.Mercy, chaper a add. to present home, Merion, pA
St. Augusting Ch.r schl., Ford & Rainbow s.Ls., Bridgeport, pASt. Johnts Ch.7 Lambertville, NJst. Thomas' T.A-B- society, halr, Lancaste:r Ave., Rosemont, pASt. veronica's Ch., siht. a parochial bldg., 2nd & Butier sLs.,Phila.

1893 our_Lady of MercyT sch1., park & susquehanna aves., phila.
Parish res., West Chester, pA
R.C. Chapel, Wayne, pA
St. AnLhonyts R.C. Ch., sch.L. & hal_1, Lanc*ster, pA
St. Anthonyrs R.C., pastoral res., Lancaster, pA
st. charles Borromeo, conven L, 21st & chris;tian sts . , phil"a .St. Francis Xavier | 2323-2j r3reen St. r phila.

Fairmount Ave. r I,hila.
70th St. & Woodland Ave.

ngton sts., Phila.
, Broad St., s. of Susquehanna

St. bel. Locust. St. , phiI.a.
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B:ographical Dict.ionary of philadelphia ArchitectsSt. Katherine Ch.,. parochial res. r. Wayne, pA1894 Dooner's irorer, -iitEl- 
[";eA;. i"iotn uur. Ma.rket. st. , phiraMt. St. Joseph, al-ts . il adds . , lgth & Vernon st.s . , phila .Nativity ch.l arilgheny Ave. i e.igracle st., phita.Sisters of St. rrancisl acaaemyl Glen Ridd1e, pASisters of St. Francrs,. hosp., Trentorr, NJst' Ann's ch., parochial- r,"i., Memphis & Lehiqh aves., phi'a..st' Bonaventu-ra Gbrman. ch.;-pastorit res., -iot"r,i.,on 

st., I?hr.ra.,ist ' Ti3::":HIi.:n' , ch. c' aliacr,ed parochi"i '"". , erh & oambriQsre
St. Thomas Ch. , schl . r 1.€t th & Vernon sts . , phi. l-a .syt yV$@ni?" 1g ch. , ritil- & Rirner srs. , phira.1895 All'saints'. ch., ="par"l.ructure, ne corn<rr Buckius & ,rhompson sts.,Bridesburg, pA "-slr']lruD s rr
Hami1ls, the Misses, pair of stores | 4202-4 La.nr:aster Ave. , phila.Our Lady ol, *:f .Vn chi, Broad & Susquef,.n.,, Ave. r phila.R' c' ch' ' rtalian parochiar schr. , liairiott st. bel. atrr st. , ehi[Last' Aqathal"^gh:, new chapel, uoiier rrse. & cooking sch1.r 3gth p

_ Spring Garden sts. , Ffrita 
q vvvr\rlrv surr

St. Agnes Hosp., Trenton, NJSt. Annts Ch., sch1., Ceiar & Tucker sts., philzr.
St- - Col rrmhi r nL r ^L i -!-St. CoLumbia Ch., Lehigh Ave. & 23rd St., phila.St. Francis Xavier Ch.l 24Lh & Green sLs., philer.St. JosephIs Ch.n scht.n 10th & Liberty sts., Camden, NJtl' Itty's ch.r arts. & ildds., Eaglestown, pASt. Monica's Ch. , pasto::aI res . , iZtn t n j.tner sts. n phila.St. Nicholas ' Ch. , 

- pacii::1,= i -ro'n."=." 
,rr."l, ALlantic City, NJSt. Peterrs Ch., a]-ts. ri aaJs., 5th & Girard Avr:., phila.st' t:ffi::t;;ri:Ttn"'", noiiei hse. r ce,aii-ia. & woodbine Ave.,,

r896

1897

1.89I

Higgins, r.H-, twin resicrences | 4645 Lancaster Ave., phita.LaSaIle Colleqe, alts_. & ade;. , Broad & Thompson sts. , phil;r.Notre Dame Academy, arts.'-i*iaa". , niti""ir-o"se square, phira.our Lady of Good counsel. ch.; pennswood Rd., 
".yn Ma.wr, pASisters of St. Francis C:onvent, Glen niaai., pa

::. Agnesf Hosp., stablef 15th a Mifflin sts., phila.St. Peter Clavier Ch., re,ctoiy, 502 S. t2th St., phila.St. Veronica I s Ch. I rectc,ryf --gtf, a riogi-"t" . , phila .rrwin" James r.r res., Broad & McKean sts., phira.Sisters of Mercy_, stable & fowl_hse., Merion, pAst' columbia's ch., parish 
".r,r. , 23rd, it. -a 

Lehigh Ave., phi1a.st' Gabrierrs ch., pastoral res., 29th & Dickinsr:n sts", phila.ll' {"ltnis ch., art.3. a .aa*., Hazerron, pA
It: {ohn's Ch.r conv€rt, Pittstorr, pATrinity Col_Ieqe for Women, W-"n:.rrgtorr, D.C.visitation sc6l., alts. &'aila;., Front st. & Lehigh Ave,, phila.Aususrinian Brothers, colres;.uiaslI.,i7rii;r,irru, pACh., Beach Haven, NJ
Gesu Ch., schl., lgth & Stiles sts., phi1a.orNeirl, charres, arts. i adas. to cott:rge, pacific * ffrinoisAtlantic City, NJst' Agnes Hosp., llts. & iadds., Broad & Mifflin sts., phita.st. paut's ch.. r schl. , cir:ristian-b;i: icltr, st. , .F,hi1a.1899 Mt. St. Josephis acaaemfl normal_ schl. irfag.r Chestnr"rt Hitl, phSt. Ivlaryrs Ch., order oi'ttr" n":-V-ef,"stl parish & schl., Cornwa
st' Michael's ch., alts. ,|i adds., 2nd & Jefferson sts., phir;r,St. Francis Assisi. g!: , L.rg""- & Green sts. , p.hila.st. Nicholas Ch., 1409'p*,,iii. Ave. , atrantit c:Lry, NJSisters of Mercy, ch . , lli,i,i""l pAst. Mary Masdaten:_ d"' pA;,;;i -6tl 

. , .rower & cupceth st., -Fnir. 7 \ t't tower & cupola, 
lffifr+6g *st. bel.

er/6

tl

1900

19 01
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St. Monica's. Ch., lTth & RjLLner .Ets., phil_a.
St. Thomas A\euinas Ch. & r:ectory,1616 S" tTth St., phi1a.
St. Agathil's 'Ch. i new altar: / 38th & Spr:inq Garden sts. n phila.
St. lvlaryrrs Hosp., aIts. & ei<lcls., I''rankforcl Ave. & F,almer St., phila.
st. Nichoras ch., conventn ilefferson & starte sts.r passaic, NJ

190'2 St. Denis Ch. , rectory o Harzer:town, pA
St. Gabr:ieI,s Ch., I432-144{l S. 29th St., phila.

L903 Sisters of Mercy Convent, J_aund.ry btdg., Merion, pA,
st. Thomas ASquinas ch., ini:. f ini.shing, l-7th & Morr:Ls sts., phila,
Trinity College, art galler:y, Washington, DC

L904 Convent, ad.d., L422 Mgyamens:Lng Ave.l phil.a.
Mater Misericordia Convent., new wing, chagrel and cc,nnections, Mer

PA
Our Mother of Consolation Cir., resi., 11 W. Chestnut. Hil-I Ave., phi.l_a
St. Agnes Hosp.n isolation ward. b1.dg., Broad & Miffl:Ln st,s., phila,,
St. Thomas Ch. , 17th & Morr: ji.r:; sts. , phila.

1905 St. Paulrs Ch., schl-., Chrj-s;tian above 9th St., phila.
1906 Sisters of Notre Dame, sch-l_,,n Ft. Lee, NJ

St. Francis Xavier ch., rebu:Llt af ter f irel , 24t:h & Green sts., phil_a
St. Francis Xavier Ch. , alt.s; " e aclds . to parish hse. n 2321 Green St.

Pnr. ra .
St. Gabriel's SchI., Dickins;on,! 30th s;ts., phil.a.
St. Monicars Ch. , schl. , Rj_tner & Bouvier sts. " phila.

190"7 catholic High schr., a.lts. ii adds., Broad a vine sts., phita.
St. Monica's Ch., convent/ l_7th & Ritner sts., phila.
st. Nicholas c!., parochia.l. s,;chl" & crergy hse., At.rtrntic city, NJ

1908 Holy Angels Collegiate fnstj_Lute, F.t. Lee, NJ
St . Mary Magda lena Ch . , Mi.l.J-ville , NJ
Trinity CoIIege, add., Washrj_ngton t l).C.
Villanova College, engineerj_ng bldg., Vill.anova, pA

E. .F. Durang & Son:
1909 Durang, E"F., res., Overbrook, phila.

Rectory, Green & Logan sts., -GLn., phi1.a.
St. Agat.hars Ch. , parochial. ::es. n 3Bth & Spring Garden sts. , phila
SL. Francis of Assisi Ch., n.p.
st. Gabriel's ch., alts. & ar<lds., 1432-14gg s.2gth st", phila"
St. Josephrs ColIege, phila..
St. Veronica Ch., 533 W. Ti.ocJa St. , phi1a. (derl.ication )19Il) Catholic Home for Destituter Chiltlren, 29th & Allegheny Ave., phila
Convent and schl. n 55th & Cterciar Ave, r E,hil_a.
Factory bJ_dgs., River Ave. & State $it., Ca.mden, NJ
Holy Child Ch. | 5200-5228 NI. Broad, $jt., phila.
St. Maryr s Ch., Waterf ord, Ny

191-L St. Monic;i Ch., rectory, 2422 S" 17Lh St., phi.La.
Sts. Pet.er & PauI Ch. I schl . , Trenton, NJ
Transfiguration of Our Lorcj. Ch., schf. & conventr 55th & Cedar sts

yn]- Ia .
NOTII: Althouqh E. F. Durang died in lgl1, his son cr:ntinued. to use thecomplete firm name untif 1920:
19I2 Cathedral Convent, alLs. a a.d.ds"".tcr convent r .L 8 th & Wood sts . ,Phila.

Immaculate Conception Ch., cLr. tii rectory, Bridqeton , NJ
Monahan Hosp., L920 Race St., l?hj. 1a"
Monahan Hosp., alts. & adds. to hosp., ITZA Race St., phila.
sisters of Mercy, stable , ca.r risle st. & cor-umrcia Ave . , phila .st. Agatha's ch. , arts. & ad,cls. , 3B t-h & spring Gar:den sts. , ph j. last. Gabriel's schl. , alts. & aclds. , 2gzs Dickinson st. , phira.
St. Joachim's Ch., tower, Ch.urch & Hrankl_in sts., I,hi1a"St. [4argaret I s Ch. , Narberth, pA

NJ
Garrden sts. n I,hila

?:t 1

i...

191:l Immaculate Conception; ch. & rect_oryn Bridgeton,
191uI Assumption Ch. , convent & rectory, j_Z Cf, e ipr:inrl

Blessed Virgin Ch. & schl . , Upper D;irrby, pA
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Corpus_ Christi Ch- , scll . , ?gyl! u Altegheny i\ve. , phit.a.Immaculate Conception Ch. , haJ-1_ , Biidq6i.on, tv,fNixon P;Lper"_Co.,-alts. & addr;" to paper mii_t,, Man,:ryunk, phila.Sisters of Mercy, power hse. , Ueri.on, pA
St. GabrielIs Convent, ZgL6 Dj.ckinsr:n St. , ph.Lla .St. StarLislaus Ch. , Lansdale, pA
St. Steprhen, s Ch., Fe::bh Ambcly, NJ.

1!) 15 Assumption ch., alts. & adds"-t-o c:h., 12th & ripring Garclen sts.,phila.
Miqorinn,rAir Llnruu,! uaG 'wsp. , S3 0l Ced.ar Ave . rSulIivan, Jeremiah J. n alts. e ua,1=.

Phila.
to cottaLqe

/-!l-^^+ -...L ^L^,\-.rleDL.lluL bL:,n,

ti adds. Lo hrome

and new garacle,

Phila.
,35th & Fair:moun.L

Urtg Atlantic City, NJ
1916 Catholic Boys High SchI., 49th &Hse. of t.he Good S hqplrerd, al.t s .

Ave. , phila.
M.i-sericordia FIosp., power hse. and

PhiIa. kitchen winq, li3rd a Cedar Ave.,
Newf ield Bd" of Ed., scirl ., Newf ielcl , NJst-- Agathar s ch., convent, 3gth & spring Gard.en st.s., phila.
SL. Gabrielts Ch., schl. ,l ha]l , 29L]' & Dicki'lro' St., FhiIa.St. Katherin? _of Siena pa:rish, s<lLrl_. , Wayne, pl\

.L9L7 It_alian Messierh Ch. , Amblt:r, pA
McGargee (rrwin N. ) & co.,, of f ice & warehse., r2-l-4 s. 6th st..,phi la .
st. AgaLhats. ch., 

_ 
parochitrL schl., 3gth & spring ciard.en sts. , phil-a.

-1918 st- ' Thomas th. '_. 
arts . & atlls. to clrapel, rSLh {i Morris sts. , philei.

.1919, st. trrllgryf -q ch., basement., chesterl pA'; SL. €rl' s*Ch": , Co-tlegevi-L.Le, pA
St. Stephenrs ch. , schl. , perth Amboyn NJSt. Veronica's Ch., ponvent, 6th a T,Loga sLs., phila.

LOCATTON oF DRAWTNGS AND PAPE:RS: Archives of the Cart.hc,l-ic Archrficese ofPhira . ' st. ctrar-l.es Bo::r9me9, 
- 
ovr:rbrook, pA; Atheneaurn of phila. ; I,It " s.t ".Toseph Archiv,es, Chestnut HiIl ,, l?hi.La. ; pHMC.

fIELECTEID BTBLtoGRAPHY: "phurch.r:f our l,ady of visit,at.ion, J?hil.6de-Lphia,PA, " 44EN, v.5,^,?: ?\o pI.,160 {January lgl 1g79); Tlhom.as;, certrude, z. I"LivinE With Ant:Lques : W5]nut H.ill, ,,- Ant j-qlrqs_, ,r. 8{j , ( Dec. , .19 64 )p. 107-7Lr; Viln Tr:ump, JaF. _D-, ,'the co.[uniri-ana the cross ip phi]-a,,,,Ch,aretten v. 48, no. ln p. g-L2t. (Januar,y, LOOll. sir
DURANG, !'RANC.IS !-ERDINAND (IL/B/]-gB4 _ 4/7 /Lg66 . . F, Ferdinan<1 Durang$u(trceed'ed his fat-her, .Iiclwin F. Duranr; (rtr. v. ) , in one of t-he mosl:s;uccessfur eicclesiasticar archi.tect,.r.ila.i'practices in llhii.aclerpn:La r:f t6el-at'e nineteenl:h- and. early twent.j-eth cenl:Lri.es. F. F,e::dina:rd Dur:ancJ wasborn j-n Philaaelglia i hiF moLherr: was Annie M. ( o'R,err-r.y ) Durang . rrer:er:eived his <rarly educa.tion at. Not.r:e Da.me Acad.emy ancl t.he col-legi,ltelvli'Litary otuu**Y:. ::" subsequerLt architectural edi,:atj-on was rer:ei'ed at:Lhe Drexel l'ns;tit-ute and th6 Pe,nnsylvan;La Museum a:nd sjchool of rndr_rstriarlAr1:, as wel-l' as while worki.ng a.s a clraf Lsman in hirs faLg:iero s .f i:.m. rn1908 he formal-ly joined the iirm and the name rrf th,at firm was revi.sed toEdwin F' Durang 1nd so1. upon fri.s fatherts death.in l-9.11 he succer::ded himin the of f ice and continued- to work :i-n l,lhiladerphitr, 

. primar:ily pursruing
:,1:i"::.1:1t:^::1"'.h and iilsrirutionat p;';j;;t" -on 

r^rhii:h his farlrer his!qLr!s! rrqu uvrre€ntrated. 1n 1931. Duranql moved to ltlew yr:r:k City whtl,re he,esLablished an of f ice aL J3g 47th Str:eetl:; but by the 1.940s he hadrejl-ocated to siummit, NJ , where her pubrisihed the- Arcl:it:e.r:t-s Ex.hang,:r , aqui:rrterly peri'odica1. He retir:eit .i^ 195G. ;;;""g =li"fi,ni ith" phriladelphiaclhapter of t.he ArA in 1921 and_t.he }J.:*,:reisey crrapter ip 1944. He wasalso a member of the national ArA arncl. re}ceivld emb::itr:rs stertus i.n -1.957 "Additional meniberships were held ir: t-he union .League, thel pen' Ath-LeticCtIr.rb, and the second rroo$ , phita.derf rr i,r, 
-;i;; 

cavat_ry .


