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ISSUE:

Section F-901.6 of the Philadelphia Fire Prevention Code requires all fire protection systems be tested in
accordance with section F-915.

The question has been raised as to the need for certification of limited area sprinkler systems which have been
installed in accordance with the building code provisions for such systems.

The building code provides for limited area systems to protect small areas that require fire suppression in a
building that is not protected throughout with a sprinkler system. The limited area systems are
regulated under a separate section of the building code and are relieved from many of the requirements that
are applicable to sprinkler systems in general, e.qg. fire department connections; separate fire water service
from the city main; alarm and alarm attachments; flushing, main drain and flow tests.

The certification of automatic sprinkler systems is contingent on NFPA standards and requires testing of
components that do not exist in limited area sprinkler systems, and at pressures that exceed the
installation requirements of limited area sprinkler systems.

DIRECTION:

The department will not require annual certification of limited area sprinkler systems based on the
characteristics of such systems described above.



