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Dear Sir/Madam:
As the Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, I am writing in response to the Department of
Homeland Security’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking to express my strong opposition to the
changes regarding “public charge,” published in the Federal Register on October 10, 2018. This
proposed rule would reverse policy that is fundamental to the identity of our country, and our
city, as a place where immigrants can come with just a few dollars in their pocket, work hard and
build a better life for themselves and contribute to their new communities. This proposed policy
extinguishes that tradition. It will endanger the health and wellbeing of tens of thousands of
Philadelphians, and it will harm our city’s economy.
Since its inception, Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love, has been a welcoming and inclusive
city. As a city of immigrants, we celebrate diversity and believe all residents should have the
opportunity to achieve the American dream. Throughout history many immigrants have come to
the United States with little means and our government has found a way to balance the
commitment to welcoming immigrants with the need to protect the federal budget. This proposed
policy destroys that tradition and will result in confusion, fear and hardship among
Philadelphians who are immigrants.
For decades the government has interpreted the “public charge” provision of federal law—which
has been with us for over a hundred years—using a simple test: an individual may be determined

a public charge if he is primarily dependent on public assistance. As the rule itself recognizes
(page 51164) this test is relatively simple and easy to administer—which is why our tax system
uses a similar test when defining who can claim a dependent on their tax return.
This proposed rule changes the definition and scope of the traditional “public charge” test to a
very broad, highly complex and confusing test that would expand the number immigrants in
Philadelphia who may be affected by the test by more than 16-fold. i Under this massive
expansion of the test, any immigrant whose income is below 250% of the federal poverty
guidelines is subject to scrutiny. That means that even immigrant families with income well
above the median income in Philadelphia would be at risk: 250% of poverty for a family of four
is about $62,000; median household income in Philadelphia is about $40,000. The test would
also now involve a complicated calculation applying to “monetizable” and “non monetizable”
benefits received, calculated as a percentage of the federal poverty level, totaled over a number
of months. This calculus appears designed to create confusion and fear and drive individuals
away from seeking the assistance they need.
Under the new proposal, tens of thousands of individuals may be expected to avoid enrolling in
benefits, or disenroll from benefits because of concerns about the test. As the preamble to the
rule recognizes, history has shown that when benefits rules change many of those who disenroll
do so out of confusion. Almost 80,000 of the individuals in Philadelphia households with an
immigrant are children. ii About 37,000 children are in immigrant families who are currently
receiving benefits, almost 90 percent of those children are citizens. iii This rule will cause
thousands of people, many of them children, to forgo food and medical care that they are eligible
for under federal law.
The rule states (page 51277) that “DHS cannot estimate with any degree of certainty to what
extent the potential for increased findings of inadmissibility on public charge grounds would
result in fewer individuals being admitted to the United States”. But by the Department’s own
admission, the rule has the potential to produce (page 51270):
“Worse health outcomes, including increased prevalence of obesity and malnutrition,
especially for pregnant or breastfeeding women, infants, or children, and reduced
prescription adherence; Increased use of emergency rooms and emergent care as a
method of primary health care due to delayed treatment; Increased prevalence of
communicable diseases, including among members of the U.S. citizen population who
are not vaccinated; Increases in uncompensated care in which a treatment or service is not
paid for by an insurer or patient; and Increased rates of poverty and housing instability;
and Reduced productivity and educational attainment.”
We have attempted to evaluate the harmful impacts contemplated by the rule, as they would be
felt in Philadelphia. We believe that the rule will create hunger and food insecurity, unmet
health care needs, poverty and homelessness in our city. We estimate that as many as 14,000
Philadelphians could disenroll from SNAP. iv Every disenrollment results in a loss of $1,500 in
annual food spending in the Philadelphia economy. v The dollars not spent at Philadelphia
grocery stores would have effects on employment beyond immigrant families. Without the
ability to feed their families, we could expect that children would go hungry and more families

may need help from the child welfare system or homeless systems, which would result in
increased federal, state and local costs.
Similarly, as many as 26,000 Philadelphians may disenroll from Medicaid which would impact
their short and long-term health and our local Philadelphian economy. vi A recent analysis
estimated that the proposed rule could result in hospitals in our region losing $232 million in
annual revenue. vii The City operates eight community health centers throughout Philadelphia
that provide care to 90,000 residents each year. An increase in the uninsured rate among
immigrants will increase costs for the city and could have health impacts across all
Philadelphians—such as increasing the spread of infectious disease.
In recent years, immigrants have been critical to driving Philadelphia’s growth and success.
Between 2000 and 2016, a period in which the city’s population grew for the first time in half a
century, the number of residents who were born abroad increased by 69 percent. viii Immigrants
represent nearly 15 percent of all city residents and 19 percent of workers. ix Expert analysis of
the impacts of the rule projects that almost 70 percent of current green card holders would have
at least one negative factor if reviewed under the proposed test. x This rule would clearly
endanger the growth of Philadelphia’s economy.
This draconian rule would inhumanely force families of mixed immigration statuses to decide
between meeting basic needs and jeopardizing their ability to stay together in the same country.
It undermines our identity as a nation. It instills fear in the lives of immigrant families who are
contributing members of our community and unfairly penalizes them for accessing basic needs.
It will harm Philadelphia’s economy and endanger the well-being of our city at large. I urge you
to withdraw this proposal.
Sincerely,

Jim Kenney, Mayor
City of Philadelphia
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