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These Nolse and Uxcvessive Vibration Regulations are promulgated
purstuant to the Philadelphia Code, Chapter 10-400 Noise § Excessive
Vibration, Section 10-406, Powers and Duties of the Board of Health.

These Regulations arc divided into three categories, General
Provisions, Specific Source Limitations and Motor Vehicles,

The General Provisions are intended to minimize noise and
vibration emissions by prohibiting the emanation of sounds or
vibrations from any activity or source which exceed the maximum
permissible levels established hereafter.

Sounds levels of the source shall be measured at the point of
complaint origination. Such complaint origination shall be a residential
or commercial establishment external to the property in which the
source is found. Sound and vibration Jevels shall be measured according
to acuepted test proceduses selected by the Department and available
to the public.

Section J. Definitions

A. The following definitions are in the Noise Ordinance

and apply to these Regulations:

(1) Board - means the Board of Health.

(2) Department - The Department of Public Health,

Health Commissioner or any Quthorized repre-

sentative thereof,
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ity The rea s Mocidings and cguipmoens
vaed oy any nerson at oo osingle fovation in
the condu. v of bosiness<,
Noise - The presence of a sound or =ounds
clb-such inrtensity, duration, (regquency, orv
charactor which anunoy, disturh, or canse
o1 tendto causc adverse psvchological and
physiajopical offects on persons:
Person - Any individual, natura! person,
syndicate, association, partnership, firm,
corporaticu, institutior, agency, authorvity,

department, buroau ur ivstvumentality of

fedoral, vihate or lTocal covernmeint oy othor
chr b r e ndzesd by Tee o heoa o subject of
RIS I AR TR

INEEES TR ¥ selidation to pressave, pardicle

-
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oeplacencar, partiole oo
Phssloal prramerer in g onmedium with intornal
Porees that coasas conpression amd rarcelaction

of tihat e dium.,

Crhration An osciTlatory motion of setid bodoes

of determministic or random nature Jdescribed W

displacement, velocity or acceleration with

respect to a given reference point.

oS

Excessive Vibration - The presence of a vibration

or vibrations
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(a) of such intensity. duration, irequency or
character which annoy, disturb, or cause
or tend to cause adverse psyvchological
ov physiological effects on persons, or
damage or tend to damage personal or
real proporty;

R in exeess of standards propuleated by the
Rocard of Heatth.

Proadditjon to definttions provided in the Nojoe
Crd onnnece, the ollowiae dofini tions appdy te these
ool otions .

thr Backgrouwad Sound Level the measayed sound

level 1n the arca without the sound contribution

of the specific source in questiou.

(2)  Commercial Establishment - A place where commoditics

are exchanped, bhought or sold.

{3) Conmstruction - Any site preparation, assembiy,
erection, repair, alteration, orv similar action
or the ¢x:uivation, {iiling, grading aund rogulatioy
of Jots i connection therewith for or of public
ar privete vights of way . stroctuves, atilities or
shmilar properzv, dae luding demolition,

(A Deoibed (a3) Vst Tor peasuring ihe velume of

sound cquai to 20 vimes the logarithm to the bhase
o of the ratio of the pressure of the sound
i

medasisred to the yeicrence pressure which s 20

wivrupascals (20 micronewtons per sgnare meter).



i P | Vplace where o
N LS R P O S e T T o ovcupation, or
e e condacted as oo owenns of Tivelihoed
ar ber prolit especially, ane which emplovs
much tohor and capital and is a distinct
Dbranch of trade.

(b)  Property - All land whethcr improved or not
improved, with or without structures.

(7) Pioperty Boundary - The surveyed line at
ground surface which separates the facility
owned, rented or leased by one or more
persons from any other such facilities.

(8) Siren - A device menually or electrically
operated for producing a penctrating warnino

ound.

_\
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Sound Level The weichted sound pressure
Feved obtained by the use of g sound level
meter and frequency weighting nerwork such

as A, B, or C as specified in American
National Standards Institute specifications
(ANS1 S1. 4-1971, or the latest revision
thercof.) If the frequency weighting emploved
is not indicated, the A-weighting shall apply.
(10} Sound Level Meter - An instrument which
includes a wicrophone, amplifier, RMS
detector, integrator or time averager,

output meter and any applicahle'weighting

network used to measure sound pressure levels.
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(11) Sound Pressure - The instantancous difference
between the actual pressure and the average
or barometric pressure at a given point in space
as produoced by sound energy.

(izi Source - oany onitter of sound and/ov vibration,

REEY Speaiker Nevice o device rhat converts the
cioctrical o output s nal Crom an ampltifiecy o

aonoun:' sipnal,

i CTNERAL PROVISTONS

SOUND LEVELS

Sound levels from any commercial and industrial
source, exciuding cons truction, shall not exceed the
limits set forth in Table 1 at the point of complaint
origination. |

VIBRATION LEVELS

Vibration levels shall not exceed 0.2 inches per
second beyond any source propefty boundary or 30
yards from any moving source.

DETERMINATTON OF BACKGROUND SOUND LEVEL

The Department shall request the operator to dis-
continte the suspected source of noise in . rder
Pomeasere the background sound Jevel. In the

svent this 1w not feuasible, a measurement location
shall be selected in the immediate vicinity, at

such 4 point to minimize the alleged noise source

contribution to the total sound level.

L]
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SECTION

A

TAMPERING

(1)

(2)

(3)

rir.

No person shall operate any equipment unless
all noise and/or vibration control devices
installed thereon are in full operation.

No person shall circumvent or remove any

sound level monitoring instrument, meter or
device.positioned by or for the Department.

No person shall remove or deface a noise label
on any product.

SPLCIFIC SOURCE LIMITATIONS

ANIMALS

Noise (as defined by Section 10-402 (4) of the

Noisc Ordinance and Section I1 (A) (4) of these

Regulations) by animals for a period or periods

aggregating more than 15 minutes in any one hour

where such animals are under a person's control

is prohibited. This provision shall not apply to

public zoos or nature centers.

ASH, TRASH, OR GARBAGE COLLECTION

(1)

(2)

Sound levels from the handling of ash, trash or
garbage receptacles at any commercial or industriai
establishment shall not exceed the limits set forth
in Table 1.

Ash, trash, or garbage collection which impacts on
residential neighborhoods shall be prohibited
between 9 PM and 7 AM without prior permission of
the Department. Such permission shall be considered

where there is strong evidence that traffic or other



HOSPTITALS, NURSING HOME

problems of City-import rvequire such action.

SCHOOLS AND LIBRARILES

(1

—
o

)

Scund levels from

S HOUSES OF WORSHIP, COURTHOUSES

4 specific external scurce, excluding

construction, shall not exceed 2 dBA above backgreand

@l the property boundary of any hospita! or nursing hone

at anv time.
Sound levels rom

constyuct ion shall

complaint orivinat

Bonse ol warshin,

O osach action 1s

course of worship,

AMPLTETED SOUNDS

)

(2)

Amplified sounds f

aospectfic external source excindine
net aexceed 2 JdBA a1t the source of
: e .o . H - . P .3 3 . .
tost woere satd sonree 1 within om

school, tibvury ov courthouse which

Coats priwary purpaose if the effceot

to imminentiy disyrupt the orderly

cdavation, or adwinistration ot justice.

rom commercial and industrial

establishments shall not exceed 3 JdBA above back-

ground level beyond the property boundary.

Playving of radios,

on public transpor

SIRENS

(1

{2

)

Y
J

phonographs or tape recorders

tation is prohibited.

Sirens shull be operated only during cmergency

situaniions. Maximuwm permissible sound leveis {rom

sirens so operated is 128 dBA 10 feet from the scource.

Civil Defensce and

disaster warning sirens shall not

exceed a signal source streungth of 128 dBRA at 100 {ect.

These sirtens will

be used only as directed by

appropriate City officials in emergency sitvations, for

exercilse purposes

aml to test operational capability.
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(3) It shall be prohibited for sirens associated

with anti-theft or anti-intruder alarm

systems'to sound for more than fifteen (15)

minutes at any single time.
COMMERCIAL AIR CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION SYSTEMS
Sound levels from commercial air conditioning and refrigeration
systems shall nof exceed 5 dBA above background at the point of
complaint origination.
PLACES OF ENTERTAINMENT
All places of ecntertainment whose noise levels exceed the
lTimits set forth in Table 1 shall keep doors and windows

Closed during hours of operation.

IRU 21700 1861
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SECTION [V, EXCEPTIONS

(i? A,  These Regulations sha1ll not apply to:

(1)  The unamplified human voice.

(Z) Aircraft and airport operations.

(3) Railway locomotives and cars.
SECTION V. MOTOR VENICLES

A.  All motor veﬁicles shall comply with the Regulations of the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation Titile 67, Chapter
450, Established Sound Levels,

B. STREET VENDORS, SOUND TRUCKS AND STANDING COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
Noise from Street vendors and sound trucks is prohibited
between the hours of 9 PM and 7 AM. This provision may be
waived by the Department in extraordinary circumstances .

At other times sound levels from street vendors, sound trucks
and standing commercial vehicles shall not exceed the limits
set forth in Table 1,

C. 1IORN BLOWING
N¢ person shall at any time sound the horn or other warning
device of ga vehicle except when necessary to prevent accidents.

SECTION V1, SEVERABILITY

The provisions of these Regulations are severable and if any provisions,
seéntence, clause, section or part thereof shall be held illegal,
invalid, unconstitutional or inapplicable to any person or
circumstances, such illegality, invalidity, uncons titutionality or
inapplicability shall not affect or impair any of the remaining
provisions, Sentences, clauses, sections or parts of the ordinance

(:j Oor their application to him or to other Peérsons and circumstances.

It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that these
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Regulations would have been adopted if such illegal, invalid
Or unconstitutiona! provision, sentence, clause or part had not
been included therein, and if the person or circumstances to
which the ordinance or any part therveof is inapplicable had

not specifically been exempted therefrom.

O

HEY 21 9np 18

04N

4033y 40 NIV 3y

sa



TABLE 1

.
‘Maximum Permissible Noise
Levels Above Backpround
Frow Commercial 4 Indnstvial Es tabltishmpnts
Jeacred AU Poat of Conplaint Origination
Moasured at
Mea<ured at Commercial or
Residential Site Industrial Site
Lonscoentive Time Period (dB.A) (dBA) -
5 10

(:> 10 miputes

I minute 10 15

any time 15 20
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