
Philadelphia Board of Ethics 
Meeting Minutes 

June 19, 2019 - 1:00 p.m. 
One Parkway Building 

1515 Arch Street, 18th Floor 

Board Present 
Michael H. Reed, Esq., Chair  
Judge Phyllis Beck (Ret.), Vice-Chair 
Sanjuanita González, Esq.  
Brian McCormick, Esq.  
JoAnne Epps, Esq.  

Staff Present 
Nedda Massar, Esq. 
Michael Cooke, Esq. 
Jordana Greenwald, Esq. 
Jordan Segall, Esq. 
Thomas Klemm, Esq. 
Bryan McHale 
Hortencia Vasquez 
Sujin Kim 
Louisa Hanson 

Chair Reed recognized the presence of a quorum and called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  

I. Meeting Minutes

By a 3-0 vote, the Board approved the minutes of the Public Session Meeting held on May 15 
2019, as presented. Board Members González and McCormick abstained from the vote because 
they were not present at the May Public Session Meeting. 

II. Executive Director’s Report

Ms. Massar presented to the Board the Executive Director’s Report, a copy of which is attached 
as Attachment A.  

Chair Reed welcomed summer interns, Sujin Kim and Louisa Hanson, who were both present at 
the meeting. The Board had no significant questions or comments for Ms. Massar following her 
presentation. 

III. General Counsel’s Report

Mr. Cooke presented to the Board his General Counsel Report, a copy of which is attached as 
Attachment B. Mr. Cooke also updated the Board regarding the status of the newly established 
General Counsel mailing list and Advisory Opinion Index. The Board had no significant 
questions or comments for Mr. Cooke following his presentation. 
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IV. Updates to the Procedural Supplement to Board Regulation 2

Ms. Greenwald presented to the Board her memo regarding proposed updates to the procedural 
supplement to Regulation 2. 

Following this presentation, Chair Reed asked the Board to consider a motion approving the 
proposed updates. After a motion that was duly seconded, the Board voted 5-0 to approve the 
updates. 

V. Proposed Amendment to Regulation 8 (Political Activity)

Mr. Cooke presented to the Board proposed amendments to Regulation 8. After Mr. Cooke 
discussed the more significant aspects of the proposed amendments, Board members discussed 
and agreed to various revisions to and modifications of the current draft.  

Following this presentation, Chair Reed asked the Board to consider a motion to: a) approve the 
proposed amendments as modified; b) authorize Board Staff to file the proposed amendments 
with the Department of Records for public comment posting upon approval from the Law 
Department; c) grant General Counsel Staff authority, after discussion with Chair Reed, to make 
non-substantive changes to the revised amendments if any such changes are requested from the 
Law Department; and d) set the hearing date regarding the amendments to be the date of the 
Board’s next Board meeting and instruct Board Staff to satisfy proper notice requirements about 
the hearing. After a motion that was duly seconded, the Board voted 5-0 to approve the motion. 

VI. Staff Attorney Job Position Posting

Mr. Cooke presented to the Board a proposed Staff Attorney job posting drafted by Board Staff. 
Mr. Cooke also provided an overview of how the job posting would be circulated and published.  

Following this presentation, Chair Reed asked the Board to consider a motion to delegate to the 
Executive Director the authority to fill a Staff Attorney position, including: 1) the authority to 
obtain Finance Department approval, and 2) the authority to conduct City-mandated background 
and tax compliance checks. After a motion that was duly seconded, the Board voted 5-0 to 
approve the motion. 

VII. Scheduling

The Board discussed the upcoming Board meetings scheduled in July and August. 

At the conclusion of this discussion, Chair Reed asked the Board to consider a motion to 
reschedule the July 17, 2019 meeting to July 31, 2019. After a motion that was duly seconded, 
the Board voted 5-0 to approve the motion. 
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VIII. New Business 
 
No new business was presented. 
 
IX.  Questions/Comments 
 
Chief Integrity Officer Ellen Kaplan thanked General Counsel Staff for their work regarding the 
proposed amendments to Regulation 8. Ms. Kaplan specifically thanked Mr. Cooke for the 
smooth transition to his new role as Acting General Counsel, and for the recently implemented 
Advisory Opinion distribution list. 
 
Adam Bonin expressed his approval and support for the new Lobbying FAQs issued by the 
General Counsel Staff. Regarding the proposed amendments to Regulation 8, Mr. Bonin 
requested clarification regarding some of the proposed language. He stated he planned to discuss 
his concerns with Mr. Cooke in the future. 
 

*** 
 

 
Chair Reed made the following announcement regarding Board sessions that had been held and 
that would be held pursuant to Sections 708 and 716 of the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act: 
 
(1) the Board met by email June 5th through June 7th regarding non-public advice; 
 
(2) the Board met by email June 17th and 18th regarding scheduling matters; and 
 
(3) the Board will meet after today’s public meeting to address non-public advice, confidential 
enforcement matters, and personnel matters. 
 
The Public Session Meeting of the Board was adjourned at approximately 2:20 p.m. 
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