
 
 

PROPER DISPOSAL OF COOKING OIL IN THE HOME 
 
Pouring cooking oil and grease down the drain is a major cause of residential 
sewer clogs.  Oil and grease poured down the drain can build up in the pipes 
causing sewer blockages in the home can be costly to repair and lead to 
sewage overflows, which can pose a health hazard.  The following cooking oil 
and grease handling suggestions can help you prevent sewer blockages in 
your home: 
 
• Used cooking oil and grease should be poured into a container and thrown 

into the trash.  At no time should the used oil and grease be poured down 
the drain. 

• If a dish or cooking tool is coated with cooking oil or grease, wipe it with a 
disposable towel prior to washing, and dispose of the towel in the trash. 

• When trimming fat off of meat, dispose of it in the trash can and not in 
the garbage disposal. 

 

Remember: 
• A garbage disposal does not remove grease.  It will not prevent grease 

from building up in sewer pipes.  

• Hot water will cool down in the pipes and cause the oils and grease to 
coagulate producing blockages in the sewer pipes. 

• Detergents claiming to dissolve oil and grease may cause it to congeal 
further down the pipeline causing blockages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information, contact the Philadelphia Water Department’s Call 
Center at 215-685-6300. 


