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STREETS DEPARTMENT AWARDED $620,000 PROGRAM GRANTS  

FOR PLANNING AND RECYCLING  
   
PHILADELPHIA, PA - The Streets Department is proud to announce it has been awarded a 
Recycling Program Grant for $500,000 and a planning grant for $120,000 as part of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection’s (PADEP) effort to assist 
municipalities in enhancing curbside collection of recyclable materials, announced Streets 
Commissioner Clarena Tolson. 
 
The Recycling Development and Implementation Grant Program allows for local 
governments, councils of government, consortiums and solid waste authorities to be 
reimbursed for the cost of municipal recycling and composting programs.   
 
“We would like to thank the PADEP for providing funding that will support new and 
expanded recycling programs,” said Streets Commissioner Clarena Tolson. “The funds 
provided will allow us to expand single stream recycling in additional areas of the City.”  
 
Deputy Commissioner Carlton Williams added that, “Single stream recycling has had a 
significant impact on recycling tonnage. In South Philadelphia and Center City where single 
stream recycling was recently implemented, recycling tonnage has increased 25% to 32%.” 
 
Planning grants are used by counties and municipalities to conduct studies and prepare plans 
to improve collection and processing systems. “Updating the waste composition study will be  
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an important planning tool for evaluating the impact of collecting additional materials, such as, 
#1 and #2 plastic containers and cardboard in single stream collection areas as well as 
targeting additional materials for collection in the future,” said Acting Recycling Coordinator 
Scott McGrath. 
 
For additional information on recycling please visit the Philadelphia recycling website at 
recyclingPAYS.phila.gov or call the recycling hotline at (215) 685-RECY(CLE)/685-7329. 
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