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City Launches Anti-Truancy Effort 
 
Philadelphia, PA – At the School District of Philadelphia headquarters today, Mayor 
John F. Street announced a citywide anti-truancy initiative designed to ensure school-
aged children and youth are in school, that their parents are aware of truancy laws and 
that the City, the School District and Family Court plan to hold them accountable.   
 
“We are here today to send a clear message to the children and parents of this City,” 
Mayor Street said.  “Truancy will not be tolerated.  Truancy is a feeder system to the 
streets and truant children are more likely to drop out of school and become involved in 
negative behavior.”   
 
“For the past five years, the School District of Philadelphia has conducted a multi-faceted 
approach to combating truancy,” said School District of Philadelphia CEO Paul Vallas. 
“However, the statistics indicate that there is more to be done to achieve our goal of 
‘every child in school, on time, every day for 180 days.’ We are pleased to continue to 
partner with the City of Philadelphia, with community and faith-based organizations, 
with other public agencies and with committed individuals to ensure that our students are 
where they should be during school hours. After all, children cannot learn if they are not 
in school.” 
 
There are 175,886 children in Philadelphia public schools.  On an average day during the 
2005-2006 school year, 9.57 percent of students (16,837 children) were absent without an 
excuse.    
 
Truancy rates begin increasing in 6th grade and continue rising through the 10th grade, 
with the highest drop-out rates occurring in 9th and 10th grades.  According to 
Philadelphia Safe and Sound’s Report Card 2006, dropouts attended school less than 60 
percent of the time in the year before they dropped out.  



 
“Truancy and curfew violations are considered to be among the most powerful indicators 
for identifying children at risk for dependency, delinquency and violence,” said Mayor 
Street.  “We are going to do everything within our powers to disrupt truant behavior and 
get our children back in school, where they belong.  Today, we begin a renewed 
partnership between all of these entities to ensure “Every Child is in Every School, Every 
Day.” 
 
As part of this anti-truancy effort, Mayor Street announced the following: 

 Expand the number of Parent Truant Officers from 100 to 500 Officers – an increase 
of 400 dedicated citizens ensuring our children go to school every day. 

 Expansion of after-school programs to serve 27,000 more truant children and curfew 
violators.   

 Increase in the number of ‘Families in School Together’ (FAST) parent-education 
programs. 

 Expanding the Intensive Violence and Delinquency Prevention Program to serve 
30,000 youth needing more intensive services. 

 Provision of more conflict resolution education in after-school and Violence 
Prevention programs.  

 A tripling of the number of children and their families served by school-based case 
management.  (New total will be 15,000) 

 Addition of counseling, training in life skills and referral for behavioral health 
services for older teens participating in the City’s 12 Teen Centers.  

 
“We will also work with our corporate partners in the business community to support 
increased employment and training for youth who have already left school,” Mayor Street 
said.    
 
To make sure that parents and students understand their responsibility, the City and the 
School District will also launch an extensive outreach campaign, incorporating media, 
telephone calls and letters to put all students and families on notice about these 
responsibilities. The School District will also step up its efforts by generating parent 
contacts and home visits when students are truant.  
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