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Mayor Street Leads Citywide Town Watch Membership Drive 
 
Philadelphia, PA – Mayor John Street and Police Commissioner Sylvester Johnson are 
joining with Town Watch members to host a citywide membership drive at over 20 
locations Saturday, as part of Operation Safer Streets, the City’s violence prevention 
strategy. Recognizing that law enforcement cannot reduce crime alone, community 
engagement is an important part of the City’s comprehensive strategy to prevent and 
reduce violence.   
 
Police Commissioner Sylvester Johnson, who recently returned from a national crime 
summit stated, “While overall crime is down in Philadelphia, we are not immune to the 
national increase in homicides. Large and small cities around the nation are experiencing 
increases in shootings and homicides. We cannot arrest our way out of this problem. We 
need the help of citizens.” 
 
Town Watch promotes neighborhood safety through community policing. It provides 
training, equipment and grants to approximately 20,000 citizen volunteers in over 700 
Town Watch groups. The City has been actively recruiting Town Watch members as part 
of Operation Safer Streets, and 917 people have joined Town Watch this year to date. 
The City hopes to increase that number at Saturday’s recruitment drive which will feature 
food and prizes. 
 
Town Watch members are often trusted leaders in their community.  Earlier this year a 
homicide suspect turned himself into the Town Watch Director Anthony Murphy. 
Murphy said, “The suspect was afraid to go to the police and said he wanted to talk to 
someone he could trust first.” Town Watch maintains an anonymous tip line 215-685-
9521 for callers who feel apprehensive about providing information directly to the police.  
 
Police Commissioner Johnson applauds the members of Town Watch. “Organizations 
like Town Watch are important because we need citizens who care and who are willing to 



get involved.” Town Watch members are leading efforts to lobby the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly for stricter gun laws and support for services.  
 
To join Town Watch or get information about Saturday’s membership drive, call 215-
686-1459. 
 
Interested citizens are welcome to attend any of the following events. All are free of 
charge. 

 1st Police District—24th and Wolf Streets 
 2nd and 15th Police Districts—Harbison Avenue and Levick Street  
 3rd and 4th Police Districts—11th and Wharton Streets 
 5th Police District—Ridge Avenue and Cinnaminson Street  
 6th Police District—235 N. 11th Street 
 7th Police District—Bustleton Avenue and Bowler Street 
 8th Police District—Academy and Red Lion Roads 
 9th Police District—401 N. 21st Street 
 12th Police District—65th Street and Woodland Avenue 
 16th Police District—39th Street and Lancaster Avenue 
 17th Police District—20th and Federal Streets 
 18th Police District—55th and Pine Streets 
 19th Police District—61st and Thompson 
 24th and 25th Police Districts—3901 Whitaker Avenue 
 26th Police District—Girard and Montgomery Avenue  
 35th Police District—Broad Street and Champlost Avenue 
 39th Police District—22nd Street and Hunting Park Avenue 
 Corner of Germantown Avenue and Haines Street 
 Strawberry Mansion Day - Mander Recreation Center – 33rd and Diamond Streets 
 1st Annual Youth Day Fair—Cottman Avenue and Algon Street 
 Wadsworth Day—Providence Street and Wadsworth Avenue 
 Muhammed Park Weed and Seed—47th Street and Lancaster Avenue 
 Olney High School – Front and Duncanon Streets 
 Tioga United Day – 20th Street and Ontario Avenue 
 Norris Square Park - 2100 Howard Street  
 Taste of Overbrook Park – Haverford Avenue b/n Overbrook Avenue and 

Brookhaven Road 
 
Town Watch Integrated Services (TWIS) promotes neighborhood safety through 
community policing by engaging institutions, community-based organizations and local 
leaders to develop and implement pre- and post- intervention services for neighborhoods.   
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