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City of Philadelphia Honors Bernard Hopkins and 
Appoints him as Ambassador for Peace 

Champion to serve City on Drug & Alcohol panel  
 
 
Philadelphia - Mayor John F. Street and the City today recognized Philadelphia native 
and new light heavyweight champion of the world Bernard Hopkins during a City Hall 
ceremony befitting a world champion.   
 
“Bernard Hopkins is much more than a superb fighter,” Mayor Street said.  “He is a man 
who overcame a troubled youth, who believed in himself and who reached the pinnacle 
of his profession.  His story is a testament to the human spirit and to the power of 
redemption.”   
 
During the ceremony, Sunoco Welcome America executive director Clifton Davis served 
as “ring announcer” introducing City Officials and Hopkins.  Mayor Street appointed 
Hopkins to the Mayor’s Drug and Alcohol Executive Commission which provides 
valuable feedback on Drug and Alcohol Abuse Programs. 
 
“As a former inmate Bernard knows firsthand the struggles men and women face as they 
leave prison and re-enter society,” stated Street.  “Many face rejection and in their despair 
they fall back into the same behaviors that dragged them down in the first place.  Bernard 
understands this cycle.  He triumphed over it.  His powerful story of redemption can help 
others realize their life has value and can be put to productive use, provided they believe 
in themselves.”  
 

- more - 
 



City honors Bernard Hopkins/Add Two 
 
Congressman Chaka Fattah telephoned in to the press conference from Washington, D.C. 
to honor Hopkins, and said the prizefighter “serves as a role model for anyone in life who 
has experienced difficulty and who rises above it to become a productive member of our 
society.” 
  
Police Commissioner Sylvester Johnson and City Managing Director Pedro A. Ramos 
performed a swearing-in ceremony as Hopkins was sworn in as Philadelphia’s 
Ambassador for Peace.  Hopkins will continue his work with adults in City prisons and 
with at-risk youth through the City’s Department of Human Services.  Hopkins regularly 
visits inmates in City correctional facilities and young men and women at the Youth 
Study Center.  Lastly the City is working with Hopkins to secure his involvement in 
youth boxing programs at recreation centers around the City. 
 
Hopkins’ work out of the ring closely follows what the City does every day.  The 
Mayor’s Office of Reentry works with ex-offenders to help them find housing and 
employment as they reintegrate back into their communities. The City’s youth violence 
reduction programs – AVRP and YVRP – are doing important work in identifying at-risk 
youths and providing them with the necessary services to steer them away from violence 
and towards peace.  Having Bernard Hopkins, who came from their world and who 
became champion of the world, as an ally is a powerful tool in the City’s continuing 
efforts to prevent violence and save our children. 
 
Governor Edward G. Rendell also weighed in with a tribute to Hopkins, saying “Bernard 
Hopkins is one of the greatest champions in the history of the sport of boxing. He has 
proven himself time and time again, and has surmounted every challenge. But Bernard is 
more than just a great fighter. He has devoted great time and energy trying to make sure 
that his fellow boxers are fairly compensated and treated fairly by the sport.  While he’s 
stepping out of the ring, Bernard will continue to be an ambassador for the sport and this 
will be a great part of his future." 
 

### 


