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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION AND QUALIFICATIONS (RFIQ) 

FOR WIRELESS COMMUNICATION COMMON CARRIER TO INSTALL AND 

MANAGE SMALL CELL AND DISTRIBUTED ANTENNA SYSTEMS (DAS)  

          LOCATED ON PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAYS AND CITY FACILITIES 

 

1. Introduction. 

 

The City of Philadelphia is interested in utilizing City-owned facilities and public right-of-ways 

(PROW) to facilitate the implementation of small cell and distributed antenna systems (DAS) 

throughout the City.  To further the City’s objective, the City seeks information regarding "best 

practices" and proven approaches in all critical subject matter areas required for successful 

installation, and management  of small cell and DAS equipment to be located in 

the PROW and on City facilities.  The City further seeks to identify vendors with the 

qualifications, including substantial experience and technical and financial capacity that are 

necessary for this initiative. 

 

No contract for goods or services will be awarded pursuant to this Request for Information and 

Qualifications.  The City may or may not, in its discretion, proceed with this project.  If the 

City elects to proceed, it anticipates issuing a request  for proposals (RFP) to select the most 

qualified vendor(s) providing the best value to the City. 

 

The City intends to enter into detailed discussions with respondents  to the RFIQ , which 

may include presentations, interviews, written answers to City questions and written 

recommendations (collectively Discussions) that are additional to their RFIQ Responses.  The 

selection of such respondents will be in the City's sole discretion.  The City expects to conduct 

Discussions with respondents to this RFIQ, but reserves the right to do so with vendors that do 

not submit responses to this RFIQ. Discussions will be held in a City facility in Center City 

Philadelphia.  Respondents selected for Discussions will be notified by electronic mail after 

the date specified in Section 4, Submission Date/Time; Schedule. 

 

The City intends, and reserves the right, to permit respondents selected for Discussions to 

submit proposals pursuant to any subsequent RFP relating to the project, and may, in the City's 

discretion, contract with such respondent(s).  

 

2. Information Requested. 

 

The City is seeking information about the small cell and distributed antenna systems (DAS) 

located on municipal infrastructure such as traffic signals and street light. Respondents should 

(a) identify the subject matters in which it is qualified and will address in Discussions, (b) 

explain why the subject matter is important to a successful city-wide small cell and DAS 

implementation, (c) describe its approach and methods for each, and (d) state its experience 

and qualifications for each (see Section 3).   
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3. Qualifications. 

 

Respondents should identify the services they offer and state their qualification(s), including 

the information identified below and any additional qualifications that are applicable to the 

requirements of this RFIQ. 

 

(a) Description of Respondent. 

 

Name, street address, mailing address if different, email address, and telephone and 

facsimile numbers of the Respondent. 

Year established (include former firm names and year each applied).  Identify the state in 

which the firm was incorporated or otherwise organized. 

Type of ownership and parent company and subsidiaries, if any.   

 

(b) Qualifications of Respondent. 

 

 Adequate financial resources: e.g., the most recent audited financial statement 

for the firm; 

 

 Success providing local or state government services for small cell and DAS 

implementation in PROWs and City facilities, including: 

(i) number of customers; 

(ii) a list of all state and local government projects and the type of services 

provided. 

(iii) references that can attest to the firm's work in in coordination  local 

governments, including references , preferably for projects installing 

small cell and DAS equipment on City facilities and within 

the PROW and managing the var ious wireless carriers , as 

described in Section 1, and owners whose organizations are 

comparable in size and complexity to Philadelphia.  Include: 

State/local government name; contact name, title, phone number, and 

email address; number of years the government has been a customer. 

 

 Trained and knowledgeable staff: submit information, including resumes, 

demonstrating staff qualifications and specific staff experience in 

implementing  projects, or providing other services identified above in this 

Section 3, for state and/or local governments. 

 

4. City Contact; Questions. 

 

The City's contact person for this RFIQ is:  

 

Richard Montanez, Chief Engineer & Street Lighting, Department of Streets 

E-mail address: richard.montanez@phila.gov 
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All questions, requests for clarification, and requests for additional information 

regarding this RFIQ must be submitted in writing, by electronic mail addressed to the 

above City Contact, not later than 5 p.m. (Philadelphia Local Time) on April 29th, 2016 .  

The City reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to answer or not answer any question 

submitted.  Answers will be posted (on the City web page(s) where this RFIQ is posted) 

no later than 3:00 p.m. (Philadelphia Local Time) on May 16th, 2016.  No oral response 

by any employee or agent of the City shall be binding on the City, or shall in any way 

constitute a commitment by the City. 

 

5. Submission Date/Time; Schedule; Response Format. 

 

Responses must be submitted by electronic mail not later than 5 p.m. (Philadelphia Local 

Time) on Friday, May 20th, 2016, with a paper copy by overnight service to be delivered 

on Monday, May 23rd, 2016 . 

 

Responses must be typewritten and should be organized in accordance with the sections 

of this RFIQ. Responses must be signed by a person authorized to bind the Respondent to 

the terms of the RFIQ or submitted under a cover letter signed by such a person. 
 

6. Rights and Options Reserved. 

 

In addition to the rights reserved elsewhere in this RFIQ, the City reserves and may, in its sole 

discretion, exercise any one or more of the following rights and options with respect to this 

RFIQ if the City determines that doing so is in the best interest of the City and the project. 

 

(a) to reject, or decline to consider, any Response or all Responses; to cancel the 

RFIQ at any time; to elect not to proceed with Discussions with a Respondent 

or with any Respondent; or to reissue the RFIQ or to issue a new RFIQ (with 

the same, similar or different terms); 

(b) to waive, for any Response, any defect, deficiency or failure to comply with the 

RFIQ (collectively, Defect) if, in the City's sole judgment, the Defect is not 

material to the Response; 

(c) to extend the Submission Date/Time and/or to supplement, amend, substitute or 

otherwise modify the RFIQ at any time prior to the Submission Date/Time, by 

posting notice thereof on the City web page(s) where the RFIQ is posted; 

(d) to require, permit or reject amendments (including, without limitation, 

submitting information omitted), modifications, clarifying information, and/or 

corrections to Responses by some or all Respondents at any time before or after 

the Submission Date/Time; 

(e) to require, request or permit, in Discussions with any Respondent, any 

information relating to the project that the City deems appropriate, whether or 

not it was included, described, identified or otherwise reflected in the 

Response; 

(f) at any time determined by the City, to discontinue Discussions with any 
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Respondent or all Respondents, and/or initiate Discussions with any other 

Respondent or with vendors that did not respond to the RFIQ; 

(g) to conduct such investigations with respect to the financial, technical, and other 

qualifications of the Respondent as the City, in its sole discretion, deems 

necessary or appropriate; and 

(h) to do any of the foregoing without notice to Respondents or others, except such 

notice as the City, in its sole discretion, elects to post on the City web page(s) 

where this RFIQ is posted. 

 

This RFIQ and the process it describes are proprietary to the City and are for the exclusive 

benefit of the City.  No other party, including any Respondent, is intended to be granted any 

rights hereunder.  Upon submission, Responses to this RFIQ shall become the property of 

the City, which shall have unrestricted use thereof.  Responses may be subject to public 

disclosure under applicable law.  By submitting its Response, the Respondent agrees to the 

terms and conditions of this RFIQ. 


