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Educational Attainment Impacts Our 

Workforce and Economy 

Jobs Compared to Education Attainment in PA: 2007

Source:
Jobs information – U. S. Bureau of the Census and PA Department of Labor & Industry, Center for Workforce Information and
Analysis Educational Attainment – U. S. Bureau of Census, 2007 American Community Survey



Education Means Earnings

Source:
The Lifetime Employment and Earnings Consequences of Dropping Out of High School in Philadelphia.  Neeta P. Fogg, Paul E. Harrington, and Ishwar 
Khatiwada, Center for Labor Market Studies, Northeastern University.  January 2009. 



High School Dropout                     High School Graduate + $580,000

High School Dropout                     College Graduate 

(4-year degree)
+ $942,000

*Calculation includes local, state and federal tax payments, cash transfer payments 
(unemployment, public assistance, social security, food stamps, Medicare/Medicaid, 
etc), retirement contributions, and others. 

Expected Return on Investment
Net Fiscal Lifetime Contributions of Philadelphians

by Increased Education Level*

Source: The Tax and Transfer Fiscal Impacts of Dropping Out of High School in Philadelphia City and Suburbs,

Center for Labor Market Studies, Northeastern University.
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12,230 First-time 9th Graders in

1999-2000

5,882 (48%) Graduated from

High School within Four Years;

1,187 (10%) Graduated from

High School in Five or Six

Years

2,982 (24%) Matriculated to

College within First Year after

High School

1,258 (10.3%) Graduated from

College by Summer 2009 

1999-2000 9th Graders Four Year On-time High School Graduates Students Graduating from High School in Five or Six Years

10.3% Total

58% 

24% 

"Pipeline" to College Graduation for First-time 9th Graders of 1999-2000

School District of Philadelphia, Office of Accountability January 13, 2010



High Achieving Low-Income Students Attend College at the Same 
Rate as Lowest Achieving High-Income Students

Achievement Level 

(in quartiles) Low-Income High-Income

First (Low) 77%

Second 50% 85%

Third 63% 90%

Fourth (High) 78% 97%

36%

Source:  National Center for Education Statistics. 1997. “Condition of Education,” pp. 64. 




