
Introducing a New Tool for Victim-Witness Notification  
 
 
Philadelphians are now able to call or log onto an independent service that will automatically 
provide victims and witnesses with notification of an inmate’s release from PPS. Anyone who 
registers with the service can log on and check the status of an offender to find out whether or 
not he or she is in jail. The system – called PA SAVIN (for State-wide Victim Information and 
Notification) – is set up to provide automated email or telephone notification of release or 
change in an inmate’s status.  
 
Call 1-866-9PA-SAVIN (1-866-972-7284) or visit www.pacrimevictims.state.pa.us, a website 
maintained by the PA Commission on Crime and Delinquency, which offers Crime Victims a 
range of services in addition to the notification program; or visit www.vinelink.com to locate 
information, register for notification and receive automated notifications by email or telephone.  
Consumers can register to be notified when an inmate is released, escapes, is put on work 
release, is transferred, or is placed on probation or parole.  
 
This start-up is the result of months of work by MIS, CMR, the District Attorney’s Office of 
Victim’s Services, the Pennsylvania District Attorney’s Institute and the PA Commission on 
Crime & Delinquency, coordinated on PPS campus by Capt. Nancy Giannetta.  
 
Philadelphia has joined 23 other Pennsylvania counties and 27 other states in providing this 
service.  
 
Record Room staff at the Prison System have been providing Victim-Witness Notification since 
1995, pursuant to State Law; but the work has been conducted manually. Most often referred by 
Police Officers or by the District Attorney’s Office of Victim Assistance  
 
Programs, callers give their information to Record Room staff who transcribe keep the log and 
manually flag the offender’s file – to alert staff that notification needs to be made prior to 
release. This was done by then-Sergeant Nancy Giannetta working with Mary Achilles, 
Governor Ridge’s Victim Advocate. The following year, those with protection orders were made 
eligible to register. “It’s a good system, said Sgt. Slade, who has responsibility, along with 
Officers Landis, Bufford and Brandon. “We have an active log of about 200 participants in the 
program.”  
 
Record Room staff will still be involved in maintenance and registration in the PA SAVIN 
system. But the new system will give victims a direct link to information, enhance 
communication, and allow them to stay informed. “PA SAVIN empowers and protects victims,” 
said Capt. Giannetta. “It’s free. Anyone can use it. It’s anonymous. It’s available all the time. It’s 
available in English and Spanish and translation services are available. This is an important new 
tool for victim-witness notification.”  


