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MAYOR STREET AND INHP SUPERINTENDENT REIDENBACH ANNOUNCE
SEMI-FINALISTS FOR PRESIDENT’S HOUSE COMMEMORATIVE PROJECT

Research “Dig” to Precede Final Installation

PHILADELPHIA - Mayor John F. Street and Independence National Historical Park (INHP) Superintendent
Dennis Reidenbach today announced the six semi-finalist teams that will be invited to submit proposals for an
outdoor installation on Independence Mall commemorating the President’s House and the long-obscured story
of the enslaved Africans who lived and worked there. The winning team will be expected to design, fabricate,
and install the exhibit.

August, 2006 update: One of the six semi-finalists — the team of
dommertphillips pc, Wells Appel Land Strategies, and Nason Construction, Inc. —
has withdrawn from the competition.

Mayor Street and Superintendent Reidenbach also announced that before the commemoration is installed, there
will be an archeological research “dig” to determine whether any artifacts or information relating to the
President’s House era may still be in the ground.

“We’ve reached an extraordinarily important milepost today,” Mayor Street’s Chief of Staff Joyce Wilkerson
observed. Wilkerson serves on the President’s House Oversight Committee, which is comprised principally of
representatives of advocacy groups that petitioned for this project. “We now have in place six tremendously
talented teams, each of which has the potential to develop an unforgettable experience on the threshold of the
Liberty Bell.” “And since we have committed to a research dig,” Wilkerson continued, “we also know that if
there is something in the ground that can add to the truth of this place -- we’re going to discover it.”

From 1790 to 1800, when Philadelphia was the new nation’s capital city, Presidents George Washington and
John Adams lived and worked in the President’s House, a mansion immediately adjacent to the present location
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of the Liberty Bell Center. The documented fact is that at least nine enslaved Africans kept by George
Washington also lived and toiled in the President’s House, which was torn down long ago.

Upon completion, the new, permanent outdoor installation will commemorate the President’s House story — a
story of achievement and infamy, of the birth of a free nation and indefensible slavery existing side-by-side.

Reflecting a mix of national and local firms with outstanding credentials, the lead firms of the six semi-finalists
are:

Amaze Design, Inc. (Boston, MA);

Davis Buckley Architects & Planning Consultants (Washington, D. C.);

dommertphillips pc, Wells Appel Land Strategies, and Nason Construction, Inc. (Philadelphia, PA);
Ewing Cole (Philadelphia, PA);

Howard + Revis Design (Washington, D.C.); and

Kelly/Maiello, Architects & Planners, Inc. (Philadelphia, PA).
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Each semi-finalist also identified additional team partners (see attached list) in order to have all of the
components required to complete the entire project.

All told, 21 teams representing more than 100 firms and individuals responded to a formal Request for
Qualifications that was issued this past September and distributed locally and nationally to a wide audience of
potential applicants. The Mayor and Superintendent Reidenbach agreed upon the semi-finalists after reviewing
comments from the Oversight Committee, the City’s Capital Program Office, and the Chief of INHP’s Division
of Cultural Resources Management.

Today’s announcement marks the beginning of the design process, and the public will have multiple
opportunities to advise and comment as the process moves forward. All six semi-finalists will attend a public
meeting later this spring. Thereafter, all teams will submit three-dimensional models of their preliminary
designs, to be placed on public display for citizen comment. Each team’s proposed design will be posted on the
City’s website, where visitors will be able to comment directly.

Full funding for the project, which has a target completion date of July 4, 2007, has been identified: Mayor
Street initially pledged $1.5 million in City funds to jumpstart the project, and Congressman Chaka Fattah,
joined by Congressman Robert Brady, recently announced a multi-year federal grant of $3.6 million.

Mayor Street and Superintendent Reidenbach have also authorized a research “dig” on approximately 45% of
the previously unexcavated yard areas on the President’s House site — those areas most likely to yield positive
results. The odds of a significant discovery are not high, but as Superintendent Reidenbach explained, “Given a
core theme of this project — to disclose fully the history of this site and to tell its forgotten truth — we have a
responsibility to resolve any lingering questions people may have.” The City and INHP will work closely with
the School District of Philadelphia to make this dig an exciting learning opportunity for young people.

Interested citizens seeking to comment on the President’s House Project may visit the City’s website at
www.phila.gov/presidentshouse. Written comments and questions may also be submitted to James Lowe,
Capital Program Office, City of Philadelphia, 1515 Arch St., 11" Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19102-1677.
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(Full List of Semi-Finalist Teams Attached)
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The President’s House: The Six Semi-Finalist Teams

Amaze Design, Inc. (Boston, MA)

e The Freelon Group, Architecture/ Engineering (Phil Freelon)
Heritage Landscapes, Landscape Architecture
Adaptive Environments, Universal Design Advisor (Valerie Fletcher)
Deborah Mack, PhD, Cultural Heritage Advisor
Janet Kamien, Content Advisor

Davis Buckley, Architects & Planning Consultants (Washington, D. C.)
e James Urban & Associates, Landscape Architecture

Raymond Kaskey, Sculptor

CB Services, LLC, Educational Programming (Carol Bossert, PhD)

Deborah Mack, PhD, Educational Programming

Claude R. Engle, Lighting Consultant

dommertphillips pc, Wells Appel Land Strategies, and Nason Construction, Inc.
(Philadelphia, PA)

dommertphillips, pc, Interpretive Planning, Exhibit Development & Design Architecture

Wells Appel Land Strategies, Landscape Architecture

Nason Construction, Inc. Construction Management, Cost Estimation, Construction

Grenald Waldron Associates, Lighting Design

Christakis VanOcker Morrison, Structural Engineering

Urban Engineers, Civil Engineering, MEP Engineering

Applied Research Associates, Security/ Communications

Lynch & Associates, Irrigation

Exhibitus, Exhibit Fabrication

Cloud Gehshan Associates, Environmental Graphic Design

Diane Turner, Ph.D, Curator

Gary Nash, Ph.D, Historian

Emma Lapsansky, Ph.D, Historian

Richard Newman, Ph.D, Historian

Marsha Moss, Public Art Curator

Oberg Research, Evaluation

Ewing Cole (Philadelphia, PA)
e  Christopher Chadbourne & Associates, Exhibit Design
Spencer Crew, Ph.D., Interpretive Historian/ Story Editor
Clement Alexander Price, Ph.D, Interpretive Historian/ Story Editor
Halvorson Design Partnership, Landscape Architect
Charles Morrow Productions, LLC., Sound Technician
Ramos & Associates, Inc., Contractor

Howard + Revis Design (Washington, D. C.)
¢ WCD Metro Consultants, Construction Management, Value Engineering, Cost Estimating
EDAW, Inc., Landscape Architecture
Ed Hamilton, Studios, Inc., Sculptor
Schoor DePalma, Site/ Civil Engineer
MCLA, Inc., Lighting Design
URS Corporation, Historical Advisor
Arup, Security Consultant
Bruce MacPherson, Presentation Renderer
Ann Hawkins, Stone Carving Inscriptions
Wood Ronsaville Harlin, Custom Art/ lllustrations
Color-ad, Exhibit Fabrication & Installation
James J. Anderson Construction Co., Sitework Contractor
Dan Lepore & Sons, Masonry Contractor
C. Caramanico & Sons, Landscaping Contractor

(list continues on next page)



Kelly/Maiello, Architects & Planners, Inc. (Philadelphia, PA)
e American History Workshop, Interpretive Planning & History
e Advisory Panel: James Oliver Horton, Ph.D, Gary Nash, Ph.D, and Julie Winch, Ph.D,,

Interpretive Planning & History

Ueland Junker McCauley Nicholson, Exhibit Design

Daniel J. Keating Company, Construction Management

Maltbie, Inc., Exhibit Fabrication

Magian, Exhibit Sound Design

John Milner Associates, Archaeology

Keast & Hood, Co., Structures

Synterra, Landscape Architecture
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