Raising a City

of Readers

The Need is Great

e Only 42% of inner city children read at grade level by
the end of third grade, thereby diminishing their chances
for later school success. The result is a greater likelihood
of delinquent behavior and the potential for dropping

out of school.

e Almost 85% of the children who appear in juvenile

court lack basic reading skills.

® Nearly 80% of Philadelphia's public school children
are eligible for free or reduced price lunch. Many homes
contain, on average, less than one book for children's

reading.

® Low achieving readers who participate in programs that
involve an hour of reading daily advance an average of

1fi years in reading levels in one school year.

The Power Partners Program matches socially-conscious
corporations, non-profits, and professional organizations
with children from Philadelphia area classrooms for weekly
one-on-one literacy coaching sessions that last from

October through May.

The program provides a creative blend of mentoring,
literacy, enrichment and career education experience for
hundreds of elementary school children. Weekly reading
sessions are conducted for a class of children from a nearby
elementary school who are bused to a professional site.
Employees are matched one-on-one with a child.

Power Partner participants receive training from

a PHILADELPHIA READS staff member.

A donation of $2,000 towards the purchase of books
and administrative services is requested of participating

organizations.

Ask any Power Partner to learn

about this meaningful experience.

Philadelphia Power Partners 2005-2006

(As of July 1, 2006 - subject to change as new Power Partners are added)

ARKEMA, INC.

BALLARD SPAHR ANDREWS & INGERSOLL, LLP
BENEFICIAL SAVINGS BANK

Braxk RoMe Comisky & McCAULEY, LLP
BOARD OF PENSIONS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (USA)
BUCHANAN INGERSOLL

CITIZENS BANK - 801 MARKET STREET
CITIZENS BANK - 2001 MARKET STREET
COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF PHILADELPHIA
DECHERT

DELAWARE INVESTMENT

DRINKER BIDDLE AND REATH

DUANE MORRIS & HECKSCHER, LLP

ELSIVIER

EXCELON BUSINESS SERVICES

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT - COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT - OFFICE OF THE PROTHONOTARY
(GGLENMEDE TRUST
HANGLEY, ARONCHICK, SEGAL & PUDLIN
HARVEY, PENNINGTON, CABOT, GRIFFITH & RENNEISEN LTD.
INDPENDENCE BLUE CROSS - BLUE CREW
JEwWIsSH COMMUNITY SERVICES
LippINCOTT WILLIAMS & WILKINS
MELLON BANK
MONTGOMERY, MCCRACKEN, WALKER & RHOADS
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA -
OFFICE OF CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION
PEPPER HAMILTON, LLP
PHILADELPHIA NEWSPAPERS, INC
PNC CeNTER CITY
PNC EasTwiCk
PNC NEW JERSEY
PRUDENTIAL FINANCIAL
REED SMITH SHAW AND McC CLAY
RoHM AND HAAS COMPANY
SAUL EwING, LLP
STRADLEY
US COURT OF APPEALS
US ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
US ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) REG. 3
WOLF BLOCK SHORR & SOLIS-COHEN, LLP

Harrisburg Power Partners 2005-2006

(As of July 1, 2006 - subject to change as new Power Partners
are added)

CITIZENS BANK

HIGHMARK BLUE SHIELD
PNC FINANCIAL

PENN NATIONAL INSURENCE
STATE TREASURY DEPARTMENT



PHILADELPHIA READS helps to strengthen the literacy
skills of Philadelphia's youngest and neediest children.
Together with individuals, schools, community and faith-
based organizations and businesses, PHILADELPHIA
READS provides mentors, resources and advocacy for in-

school, after school and summer programs.

PHILADELPHIA READS is a collaborative effort with the
School District of Philadelphia and the Free Library of
Philadelphia. It is an independent, nonprofit affiliate of
the Greater Philadelphia Urban Affairs Coalition.

HELPING TO RAISE A CITY OF READERS

Philadelphia Power Partners

This unique literacy initiative gives students their first
glimpse of the corporate world while observing employ-
ees of different genders, races and faiths working coop-
eratively in environments unknown to children in an

urban community.

As of July, 2006, the Philadelphia Power Partners pro-
gram works directly with 40 businesses and organiza-
tions that have made a commitment to 50 classrooms in
21 schools. Over 1,700 professionals are dedicating their
time during the workday to ensure the literacy success
for the students they coach. In the fall of 2004, the
Power Partner program expanded into Harrisburg where . i
businesses and organizations help over 200 students

from the Harrisburg Public School District. P H | I. A D E |. P H | \\ M
Recruitment efforts for new Power Partners are continu- =

ous throughout the year.

PHILADELPHIA READS
1207 Chestnut Street, 6th Floor
For further information contact: Philadelphia, PA 19107
Adrienne Jacoby, Executive Director, Phone: (215) 851-1748 Fax: (215) 851-1953
Arlene Morris, Power Partner Coordinator, E-mail: philadelphiareads@gpuac.org

Harriet Zozofsky, Power Partner Coordinator, www.phila.gov/philareads
at (215) 851-1748



