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TITLE 4. THE PHILADELPHIA BUILDING CONSTRUCTION AND OCCUPANCY CODE

CHAPTER 4-100.0. LISTING OF SUBCODES

§4-101.0   Listing of Subcodes. This title shall consist of the following subcodes:


(a)
Subcode “A” (The Philadelphia Admini​strative Code);


(b)
Subcode “B” (The Philadelphia Building Code);


(c)
Subcode “E” (The Philadelphia Electrical Code);


(d)
Subcode “EB” (The Philadelphia Existing Building Code);


(e)
Subcode “EC” (The Philadelphia Energy Conservation Code);


(f)
Subcode “F” (The Philadelphia Fire Code);


(g)
Subcode “G” (The Philadelphia Fuel Gas Code);


(h)
Subcode “M” (The Philadelphia Mechanical Code);


(i)
Subcode “P” (The Philadelphia Plumbing Code);


(j)
Subcode “PC” (The Philadelphia Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities);


(k)
Subcode “PM” (The Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code);


(l)
Subcode “R” (The Philadelphia Residential Code).

CHAPTER 4-200.0. TEXT OF SUBCODES

SUBCODE “A” (THE PHILADELPHIA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE)

CHAPTER 1 GENERAL

SECTION A-101   PURPOSE

A-101.1   Title:3.1 These provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Administrative Code, shall be cited as such, and will be referred to herein as “this code.”

A-101.2   Scope: The provisions of this code shall serve as the administrative, enforcement and appeals regulations for the technical codes which regulate the site, construction, alteration, addition, repair, abatement, removal, demolition, location, occupancy and maintenance of all buildings, structures and building service equipment within the City of Philadelphia.

A-101.3   Intent:3.2 This code shall be construed to secure its expressed intent which is to provide for the clear and consistent administration and enforcement of the technical codes adopted by the City of Philadelphia. The term “technical codes” shall mean the Building Code, Electrical Code, Energy Conservation Code, Existing Building Code, Fire Code, Fuel Gas Code, Mechanical Code, Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities, Plumbing Code, Property Maintenance Code and Residential Code (Subcodes “B”, “E”, “EC”, “EB”, “F”, “G”, “M”, “PC”, “P”, “PM” and “R,” respectively of this Title), and the Zoning Code (Title 14).

SECTION A-102 APPLICABILITY3.3
A-102.1   General: The provisions of this code shall apply to matters of administration common to the technical codes as set forth in Section A-101.0. Administrative provisions which are unique to one of the technical codes will be set forth in the administrative provisions of such code. Terms used in this code shall be as defined by the technical codes unless defined herein. The codes listed in Section A-101.3 (other than the Zoning Code) and referenced elsewhere in this code and the other technical codes comprise the Philadelphia Building Construction and Occupancy Code and shall be applicable as provided in Sections A-102.1.1 through A-102.1.11 and as stated in each of the codes. Provisions in the appendices of the International codes shall not apply unless specifically adopted in the administrative provisions of the adopted code.

The Building Construction and Occupancy Code does not apply to:


1.
Carports, detached private garages, greenhouses and sheds, where such structures have a building area less than 120 square feet and are accessory to detached one-family dwellings, except such structures are subject to the Property Maintenance Code and the Fire Code.


2.
An agricultural building that is a structure used to store farm implements, hay, feed, grain or other agricultural or horticultural products or to house poultry, livestock or other farm animals. The exemption does not include habitable space or spaces in which agricultural products are processed, treated or packaged, or any place of occupancy by the general public.


3.
Installation of tubing, piping, propane gas burning appliances, equipment or fixtures related to liquefied petroleum gas under the Propane and Liquefied Petroleum Gas Act, Act 61 of 2002, P.L. 421 (35 P.S. §§ 1329.1-1329.19).


4.
Construction of individual sewage disposal systems under 25 Pa. Code, Chapter 73 (relating to onlot sewage treatment facilities).


5.
With respect to electrical provisions of the code only, to a dwelling unit utilized by a member of a recognized religious sect if a code administrator grants an exemption under section 901(b) of the Act.
A-102.2   Conflicting provisions: Whenever con​flicting provisions or requirements occur within or between this code, the technical codes and any other applicable codes or laws, the most restrictive shall govern. Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific requirement shall be applicable.

A-102.3   Referenced codes and standards: The codes and standards referenced in any of the technical codes shall be considered part of the requirements of such code to the prescribed extent of each such reference. Where differences occur between provisions of a technical code and the referenced codes and standards, the provisions of the originating code shall apply. The department is authorized by regulation to update the edition of standards referenced by the technical codes as necessary to maintain current technical provisions.

Exception: Where enforcement of a code provision would violate the conditions of the listing of equipment or an appliance, the conditions of the listing and manufacturer’s instructions shall apply.


A-102.3.1   Referenced codes. Where this code or the technical codes reference the Administrative Code, International Building Code, ICC Electrical Code, International Energy Conservation Code, International Existing Building Code, International Fire Code, International Fuel Gas Code, International Mechanical Code, International Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities, International Plumbing Code, International Property Maintenance Code, International Residential Code or Zoning Code, it shall mean the City of Philadelphia Code of such title listed in the “Referenced Standards” chapter of the referencing code and currently in effect unless specifically stated otherwise.


A-102.3.2   Referenced standards. The standards referenced in this code or the technical codes shall be those that are listed in the “Referenced Standards” chapter of the referencing code.

A-102.4   Authority: Nothing in this code or in any of the technical codes shall be construed as conferring or attempting to confer upon any officer, department, board or commission of the City, the power of eminent domain. All actions by any officer, department, board or commission pursuant to this code or any of the technical codes shall be deemed to be in the exercise of the police power. The provisions of this code and the technical codes shall not be deemed to nullify any applicable provisions of other local, state or federal laws.

A-102.5   Subjects not regulated by this code. Where no applicable standards or requirements are set forth in the technical codes, or are contained within other laws, codes, regulations or ordinances, compliance with applicable nationally recognized standards, as approved, shall be deemed as prima facie evidence of compliance with the intent of the technical code. Nothing herein shall derogate from the authority of the code official to determine compliance with codes or standards for those activities or installations within the code official’s jurisdiction or responsibility. Requirements necessary for the strength, stability or proper operation of an existing or proposed building or mechanical system, or for the public safety, health and general welfare, not specifically covered by the technical codes or applicable standards, shall be determined by the code official.

A-102.6   Existing structures. The legal occupancy of any structure existing on the date of adoption of the Building Construction and Occupancy Code, or any subcode thereof, shall be permitted to continue without change, except as is specifically covered in such code, the Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code or Philadelphia Fire Code, or as is deemed necessary by the code official for the general safety and welfare of the occupants and the public.


A-102.6.1   Existing installations. Except as otherwise specifically provided for in the technical codes, a provision in the technical codes shall not require the removal, alteration or abandonment of, nor prevent the continued utilization and maintenance of the following systems and equipment lawfully in existence at the time of adoption of this code and the technical codes.


1.
Building envelope


2.
Electrical systems and equipment


3.
Fuel gas installations


4.
Mechanical systems


5.
Plumbing systems


6.
Service water-heating systems

A-102.7   Maintenance. Buildings and parts thereof shall be maintained in a safe and sanitary condition. Fuel gas installations; mechanical systems; and electrical systems, equipment, materials and appurtenances and parts thereof, shall be maintained in proper operating condition in accordance with the original design and in a safe, hazard-free condition. All existing devices and safeguards that are required by the technical codes shall be maintained in existing buildings. The owner or the owner’s designated agent shall be responsible for the maintenance of the building. To determine compliance with this subsection, the code official shall have the authority to require a building to be reinspected. Except where specifically permitted by the Building Construction and Occupancy Code, the code shall not provide the basis for removal or abrogation of fire protection and safety systems and devices in existing buildings.

Exception: This section shall not prohibit the removal of fire protection systems or equipment where such removal is authorized by an approved building permit and construction documents for alterations and/or a change in occupancy classification, and the fire protection systems or equipment are not required by the current Building Code.

A-102.8   Additions, alterations and repairs. Additions, alterations, renovations and repairs to the following systems and installations shall conform to the requirements for new systems and installations without requiring the existing systems and installations to comply with all of the requirements of the applicable technical codes. Additions, alterations and repairs shall not cause an existing structure, system or installation to become unsafe, hazardous or overloaded.


1.
Building construction


2.
Building envelope


3.
Electrical installations


4.
Fuel gas installations


5.
Mechanical systems


6.
Plumbing systems


7.
Service water-heating systems

Minor additions, alterations, renovations and repairs to existing installations shall meet the provisions for new construction, unless such work is done in the same manner and arrangement as was done in the existing system, is not hazardous and is approved.

A-102.9   Change in occupancy. It shall be unlawful to make a change in the use or occupancy of any building that would place the building in a different division of the same group of occupancy or in a different group of occupancies, unless such building is made to comply with the requirements of this code and the applicable technical codes for such division or group of occupancy.

Exceptions:


1.
In the case of the Energy Conservation Code, the requirement to comply with the provisions of the code is triggered by the new occupancy resulting in an increased demand for fossil fuel or electrical energy supply.


2.
At the option of the permit applicant, the provisions of the Philadelphia Existing Building Code shall apply to a building undergoing a change of use or occupancy.

A-102.10   Historic buildings. The Building Construction and Occupancy Code shall be fully applicable to buildings designated as historic pursuant to Section 14-2007 or listed in the National Register of Historic Places; provided, however, that variances shall be available pursuant to Section A-802.

A-102.11   Moved structures. Structures moved into or within the City of Philadelphia shall comply with the requirements of the Building Code for new structures. Electrical systems and equipment, fuel gas installations, and mechanical systems that are a part of buildings or structures moved into or within the City of Philadelphia shall comply with the provisions of the Electrical Code, Fuel Gas Code and Mechanical Code respectively for new installations. This subsection shall not apply to structures regulated under the Industrialized Housing Act, Act 70 of 1972, P.L. 286 (35 P.S. §§ 1651.1 – 1651.12) or the Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Authorization Act, Act 192 of 1982, P.L. 676 (35 P.S. §§ 1656.1 – 1656.9).

A-102.12   Manufactured and industrialized housing. Manufactured and industrialized housing pursuant to the Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Authorization Act (35 P.S. §§ 1656.1 – 1656.9) and the Industrialized Housing Act (35 P.S. §§ 1651.1 – 1651.12) respectively shall be governed by Sections A-102.12.1 through A‑102.12.2.2.


A-102.12.1   Manufactured housing. Manu​factured housing shall comply with the provisions of Sections A-102.12.1.1 through A-102.12.1.3.




A-102.12.1.1   Exemption. Except as provided in Section A-102.12.1.2, the Building Construction and Occupancy Code does not apply to manufactured housing assembled by and shipped from the manufacturer and which bears a label which certifies that it conforms to Federal construction and safety standards adopted under the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. §§ 5401 – 5426).




A-102.12.1.2   Site construction. Sections R-AE501 – R-AE503 and R-AE601 – R-AE605 of Appendix E of the Philadelphia Residential Code apply to the following:




1.
Site preparation




2.
Foundation construction




3.
Connection to utilities




A-102.12.1.3   Code application. The Building Construction and Occupancy Code applies to the following:




1.
Alteration or repair to the unit that is not within the scope of 24 CFR 3280.1 – 3280.904 (relating to manufactured home construction and safety standards) and the manufacturer’s installation instructions after assembly and shipment by the manufacturer.




2.
Additions to the unit after delivery to the site.




3.
Construction, alteration, repair or change of occupancy if the manufactured housing is resold to a subsequent purchaser.




4.
Construction, alteration, repair or change of occupancy if the original purchaser relocates the manufactured housing.


A-102.12.2   Industrialized housing. Indus​trialized housing shall comply with the provisions of Sections A-102.12.2.1 through A-102.12.2.2.




A-102.12.2.1   Exemption. Except as provided in Section A-102.12.2.2, the Building Construction and Occupancy Code does not apply to industrialized housing assembled by and shipped from the manufacturer.




A-102.12.2.2   Code application. The Building Construction and Occupancy Code applies to the following:




1.
Site preparation




2.
Foundation construction




3.
Utilities connection




4.
Installation




5.
Construction, alteration or repair to the industrialized housing unit after installation.




6.
Change of occupancy classi​fication if industrialized housing is resold to a subsequent purchaser or relocated.

A-102.13   Swimming pools. Swimming pools shall be governed by the provisions of Sections A-102.13.1 through A-102.13.3.




A-102.13.1   Requirements. Swimming pools, hot tubs and spas that are accessory to one- or two-family dwellings shall comply with all of the following:




1.
Chapter 41 of the Philadelphia Residential Code.




2.
Appendix G of the Philadelphia Residential Code.




3.
Section B-2406.2, Paragraph 9 of the Philadelphia Building Code (glazing in walls and fences enclosing indoor and outdoor swimming pools, hot tubs and spas).




4.
Section B-3109.4 of the Philadelphia Building Code (residential swimming pool enclosures).




A-102.13.2   Swimming pools not accessory to dwellings. Swimming pools that are not accessory to one- or two-family dwellings shall comply with this section (A-102.13), the “American National Standards for Public Pools” issued by ANSI and NSPI (ANSI/NSPI-1 1991) and the Public Bathing Law (35 P.S. §§ 672-680d).




A-102.13.3   Hot tubs and spas. Hot tubs and spas that are not accessory to one- or two-family dwellings shall comply with this section (A-102.13) and the “American National Standard for Public Spas” issued by ANSI and NSPI (ANSI/NSPI-2 1999).

A-102.14   State-owned buildings. The provisions of this Title 4 shall apply to all State-owned buildings; provided, however, that, in lieu of any inspection or any plan or specification review required to be performed by the Department, the applicant may submit to the Department a certification by the Commonwealth Department of Labor and Industry that such inspection or review has been performed to the satisfaction of said Department of Labor and Industry and that all applicable standards of this Title have been met. Such certification shall satisfy any applicable requirements of this Title, provided that the Department shall have been given notice and an opportunity to observe any inspection, including review of any building plans or plan review documents.

SECTION A-103   VALIDITY

A-103.1   Partial invalidity: In the event any part or provision of this code or the technical codes is held to be illegal or void, this shall not have the effect of making void or illegal any of the other parts or provisions thereof, which are determined to be legal; and it shall be presumed that this code and the technical codes would have been passed without such illegal or invalid parts or provisions.

A-103.2   Segregation of invalid provisions: Any invalid part of this code or the technical codes shall be separated from the remainder of such codes by the court holding such part invalid, and the remainder shall remain effective.

A-103.3   Existing structures: The invalidity of any provision in any section of this code or the technical codes as applied to existing structures shall not be held to affect the validity of such section in its application to structures hereafter erected.

A-103.4   Saving clause: The enactment of this code and/or any of the technical codes shall not affect violations of any ordinance, code or regulation existing prior to the effective date of this code or the technical codes. Any such violation shall be governed and shall continue to be punishable to the full extent of the law under the provisions of those ordinances, codes or regulations in effect at the time the violation was committed.

Exception: The code official shall have the authority, upon proper evaluation, to not enforce a violation issued under any ordinance, code or regulation existing prior to the effective date of this code or the technical codes where such violation does not constitute a violation of this code and the current technical codes.

SECTION A-104   WORKMANSHIP

A-104.1   General: All work which is performed either directly or indirectly for compliance with the technical codes shall be conducted, installed and completed in a workmanlike and acceptable manner so as to secure the results intended by such codes.

SECTION A-105   RESPONSIBILITY3.4
A-105.1   Owners: The owner shall be responsible for the testing, maintenance and repair of structures and systems in accordance with the maintenance provisions of this code and the technical codes.

A-105.2   Occupant responsibility: If an occupant of a structure creates conditions in violation of this code or the technical codes, by virtue of any improper use of the premises or by virtue of storage, handling and use of substances, materials, devices and appliances, the occupant shall be responsible for the abatement of said hazardous conditions.

A-105.3   Transfer of responsibility: A contract between owner and operator, operator and occupant, or owner and occupant with regard to compliance with this code and the technical codes shall not relieve any party of direct responsibility under such codes.

SECTION A-106   DEFINITIONS3.5
A-106.1   General. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following words and terms shall, for the purposes of this code and the technical codes, have the meanings shown in this section.

ACT: The Pennsylvania Construction Code Act, Act 45 of November 10, 1999, P.L. 491.

Code official (OR BUILDING OFFICIAL): The Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or his or her duly authorized representative charged with the administration and enforcement of such codes.

Exception: In the Fire Code, the term “fire code official” or “code official” shall mean the Fire Commissioner and/or the Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or their duly authorized representatives charged with the administration and enforcement of the code in accordance with practices established by the two departments.

Department: The Department of Licenses and Inspections unless otherwise specified.

Exception: In the Fire Code, the term “Department” shall mean the Fire Department unless otherwise specified.

HEALTH CARE FACILITY: Any of the following, regardless whether the facility is operated for profit, nonprofit or by an agency of the Commonwealth or local government: 

a general, chronic disease or other type of hospital, 

a home health care agency, 

a hospice or long-term care nursing facility, 

a cancer treatment center using radiation therapy on an ambulatory basis, 

an ambulatory surgical facility, 

a birth center, or
any other health care facility licensed by the Commonwealth Department of Health as may be necessary due to emergence of new modes of health care; 

provided that the term “health care facility” shall not include

an office used primarily for the private practice of a health care practitioner, 

a program which renders treatment or care for drug or alcohol abuse or dependence unless located within a health facility, 

a facility providing treatment solely on the basis of prayer or spiritual means, or
a facility which is conducted by a religious organization for the purpose of providing health care services exclusively to clergymen or other persons in a religious profession who are members of a religious denomination.
CHAPTER 2 ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY

SECTION A-201   GENERAL3.6
A-201.1   Administration: This code and the technical codes shall be administered and enforced by the department except:


1.
The Fire Code which is administered and enforced mutually by the Fire Department and the department; and


2.
As otherwise specified in this code or the technical codes.

SECTION A-202   DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE CODE OFFICIAL

A-202.1   General: The code official shall enforce all of the provisions of this code and the technical codes and shall act on any question relative to the following items, except as otherwise specifically provided for by statutory requirements or as provided for in this code or the technical codes:


1.
The mode or manner of construction and materials to be used in the erection, addition to, alteration, repair, removal and demolition of structures;


2.
The location, occupancy and maintenance of structures;


3.
The installation of service equipment;


4.
The installation, alteration, repair, main​tenance or operation of all mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems devices and equipment; and


5.
The installation, alteration, repair, main​tenance or operation of all fire protection systems, devices and equipment.

A-202.2   Applications and permits: The department shall receive applications and issue permits for the following activities, inspect the premises for which such permits have been issued and enforce compliance with the provisions of this code and the technical codes:


1.
Construction, alteration and demolition of structures;


2.
Installation and alteration of mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems, devices and equipment;


3.
Installation and alteration of fire protection systems, devices and equipment; and


4.
Such other activities specified in this code or the technical codes.


5.
Installation and alteration of all intelligence/communication systems and services.

A-202.3   Notices and orders: The code official shall issue all necessary notices or orders to ensure compliance with this code and the technical codes.

A-202.4   Inspections:3.7 The code official shall make all of the required inspections, or shall have the authority to accept reports of inspection by approved agencies or individuals. All reports of such inspections shall be in writing and be certified by a responsible officer of such approved agent or by the responsible individual. The code official is authorized to engage such expert opinion as deemed necessary to report upon unusual technical issues that arise, subject to approval.

A-202.5   Regulations: The department shall have authority as necessary in the interest of public health, safety and general welfare, to adopt and promulgate rules and regulations in accordance with Section 8-407 of the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter, to interpret and implement the provisions of this code and the technical codes to secure the intent thereof and to designate requirements applicable because of special conditions. Such regulations shall not have the effect of waiving structural, fire performance or fire safety requirements specifically provided for in the technical codes, and such regulations shall conform with accepted engineering practice involving public safety.

A-202.6   Policies and procedures:3.8 The Depart​ment shall have the authority to render interpretations of this code and the technical codes and to adopt policies and procedures in order to clarify the application of the provisions. Such interpretations, policies and procedures shall be in compliance with the intent and purpose of the codes.

SECTION A-203   APPROVAL3.9
A-203.1   Approved materials and equipment: All materials, equipment and devices approved by the code official shall be constructed and installed in accordance with such approval.

A-203.2   Used materials and equipment: The use of used materials, equipment, appliances and devices that meet the requirements of the technical codes for new materials is permitted. Used equipment and devices shall not be reused unless they have been reconditioned and placed in good and proper working condition, tested, and approved by the code official.

A-203.3   Alternative materials and equipment: The provisions of the technical codes are not intended to prevent the installation of any material, design or method of construction not specifically prescribed by the technical codes, provided that any such alternative has been reviewed and approved. The commissioner is authorized to approve an alternative material, design or method of construction upon favorable recommendation of the Board of Building Standards (Board of Safety and Fire Prevention for matters exclusive to the Fire Code) when he or she finds that the proposed design is satisfactory and complies with the intent of the provisions of the technical codes, and that the material, method or work offered is, for the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed in the technical codes in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability and safety.


A-203.3.1   Research and investiga​tion: Sufficient technical data shall be submitted to substantiate the proposed installation of any material or assembly. If it is determined that the evidence submitted is satisfactory proof of performance for the proposed installation, the code official shall approve such alternative subject to the requirements of the technical codes.


Whenever there is insufficient evidence of compliance with the provisions of the technical codes, or evidence that a material or method does not conform to the requirements of the technical codes, or in order to substantiate claims for alternative materials or methods, the code official shall have the authority to require tests as evidence of compliance to be made at no expense to the Department. Test methods shall be as specified in the technical codes or other recognized test standards. In the absence of recognized and accepted test methods, testing procedures shall be subject to the approval of the code official. Tests shall be performed by an approved agency. The cost of all tests, reports and investigations required under these provisions shall be paid by the applicant.


A-203.3.2 Research reports: Supporting data, where necessary to assist in the approval of materials or assemblies not specifically provided for in the technical codes, shall consist of valid research reports from approved sources.



A-203.3.2.1   Evaluation services. Mate​rials, product, and methods of construction that were evaluated as meeting subcodes of the Building Construction and Occupancy Code by the ICC Evaluation Service, Inc. or an evaluation service accredited under the “General Requirements for Bodies Operating Product Certification Systems” issued by the ISO (ISO Guide 65) are approved for use. The use shall conform with the evaluation.



A-203.3.2.2   Testing labora​tories. Materials, equipment and devices bearing the label or listed by a testing laboratory or quality assurance agency accredited by the International Accreditation Service, Inc. or another agency accredited under the “Calibration and Testing Laboratory Accreditation Systems – General Requirements for Operation and Recognition” issued by ISO (ISO Guide 65) are approved for use if:



1.
The testing laboratory or quality assurance agency deemed the material as meeting standards required by the Building Construction and Occupancy Code, and



2.
The scope of accreditation is applicable to standards required by the Building Construction and Occupancy Code.

CHAPTER 3 PERMITS

SECTION A-301   APPLICATION FOR 

PERMIT3.10
A-301.1   Permits required: An application shall be submitted to the department for the activities listed in Sections A-301.1.1 through A-301.1.5 and these activities shall not commence without a permit being issued in accordance with Section A-302.0. Where the scope of work includes more than one lot, a separate permit shall be required for each lot.


A-301.1.1 Building permits: A building permit is required for the following activities:


1.
Construction or erection of a structure.


2.
Construction of an addition to a structure.


3.
Altering, modifying, repairing, or improving a structure.


4.
Demolishing, moving or removing a structure.


5.
Making a change of occupancy.


6.
Installing, erecting, enlarging, removing, replacing, converting, repairing or altering any equipment which is regulated by the Building Code, Fuel Gas Code, Mechanical Code or Chapters 3 through 24 of the Residential Code.


7.
Installing any trailer, regardless of the method of support, including support on wheels or blocks. The provisions of this Title shall apply to a trailer in the same manner as if the trailer were a site-built structure

Exceptions:



a.
Recreational trailers.



b.
Vacant trailers parked on a site.



c.
Trailers used in conjunction with construction operations.



d.
Buildings and structures subject to the Pennsylvania Industrialized Housing Act, Act 70 of 1972, P.L. 286, or the Pennsylvania Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Authorization Act, Act 192 of 1982, P.L. 676.


A-301.1.2   Fire permits: A permit or license is required for those operations, facilities, trades and hazardous materials specified in the Fire Code.



A-301.1.2.1   Multiple permits or licenses: Any person carrying on two or more activities for which permits or licenses are required by the Fire Code shall have a permit or license for each such activity, provided that, where multiple permits are required for activities conducted at the same location, the code official is authorized to consolidate all required operational permits on a single document and all required construction permits on a single document, provided that each operation or construction activity is listed on the document.

Exception:
Where facilities store, use, dispense or handle two or more hazardous materials on the premises at any one time, only one permit shall be required which lists each such hazardous material.


A-301.1.3   Electrical permits: An electrical permit is required for the installation, alteration, replacement or repair of electrical and communication wiring and equipment within or on any structure or premises and for the alteration of any such existing installation.


A-301.1.4   Plumbing permits: A plumbing permit is required for the installation, alteration, renewal, replacement and repair of plumbing.


A-301.1.5   Zoning and use registration permits: A zoning permit is required for the construction, erection, removal, demolition, or change in exterior dimension of any structure. A use registration permit is required for every new use commenced on any land or in any structure except for use as a single-family dwelling or place of worship.


A-301.1.6   Emergency repairs: Where equipment replacements and repairs that require a permit must be performed in an emergency situation, the permit application shall be submitted within the next three business days to the Department.

A-301.2   Permits not required: Permits shall not be required for the activities listed in Sections A-301.2.1 through A-301.2.5 and the regulations promulgated pursuant thereto. Exemptions from permit requirements of this code or the technical codes shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be done in any manner in violation of the provisions of The Philadelphia Code.


A-301.2.1   Building permits: A building permit shall not be required for the following activities. This subsection does not exempt any activity from any other applicable permit requirements under The Philadelphia Code, including Section 14-2007 relating to historic designations.

1.
Ordinary repairs to structures. Such repairs shall not include the cutting away of any wall, partition or portion thereof, the removal or cutting of any structural beam or loadbearing support, or the removal or change of any required means of egress, or rearrangement of parts of a structure affecting the egress requirements; nor shall ordinary repairs include addition to, alteration of, replacement or relocation of any standpipe, water supply sewer, drainage, drain leader, gas, soil, waste, vent or similar piping, electric wiring or mechanical or other work affecting public health or general safety.


2.
Demolitions and stucco wall treatments performed under contract with the department and in compliance with the current Procurement Department Specifications.


3.
Non-masonry fences that do not exceed six feet high.


4.
Masonry fence walls that do not exceed two feet high.


5.
Retaining walls that do not exceed two feet in height measured from the lowest level of grade to the top of the wall where no surcharge is supported and that do not impound Class I, II or III-A liquids.


6.
Pointing of masonry.


7.
Water tanks supported directly on grade where the tank capacity does not exceed 5,000 gallons and the ratio of height to diameter or width does not exceed 2-to-1.


8.
Painting, papering and similar wall and ceiling finishes that do not exceed 0.036 inches (0.9 mm) in thickness.


9.
Paneling or gypsum wallboard installed over existing wall surfaces and ceiling material applied directly to existing ceilings in Group R-3 and U occupancies.


10.
Insulation installed in Group R-3 and U occupancies without removal of wall or ceiling surfaces.


11.
Traditional floor coverings such as wood, vinyl, linoleum, terrazzo and resilient floor coverings that are not comprised of fibers.


12.
Carpeting and similar floor coverings that are not installed in exit access corridors, exit passageways or vertical exits.


13.
Cabinets, counter tops and similar finishing work.


14.
Movable cases, counters and partitions that are not over 5 feet 9 inches in height.


15.
Temporary motion picture, television, and theater stage sets and scenery.


16.
One-story detached structures accessory to R-3 occupancies, provided the floor area does not exceed 200 square feet (18.58 m2).


17.
Prefabricated swimming pools accessory to Group R-3 occupancies where the pool is less than 24 inches deep, does not exceed 5,000 gallons and is installed entirely above ground.


18.
Window awnings that are supported solely by, and do not project more than 54 inches from, the exterior wall of buildings containing Group R-3 or Group U occupancies.


19.
Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or agricultural purposes that do not include service systems.


20.
Swings, playground equipment and structures limited to the use of a household pet, accessory to Group R-3 occupancies.


21.
Sidewalks, driveways, patios, and similar concrete or other hard surface materials constructed on grade where they are not part of an accessible route. This exception includes decks of any material, accessory to Group R-3 occupancies where the deck is located not more than 12 inches above the ground surface below and is not over a story or basement.


22.
Replacement of non-fire-resistance rated windows and doors without structural change (no change in shape or size of existing openings).


23.
Portable units including: ventilation equipment, heating appliances, cooling units, evaporative coolers, clothes drying appliances, fuel cell appliances that are not connected to a fixed piping system and are not interconnected to a power grid.


24.
Steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heating or cooling equipment regulated by the Building Construction and Occupancy Code.


25.
Replacement of any component part or assembly of an appliance or equipment that does not alter its original approval and does not render the appliance or equipment unsafe.


26.
Self-contained refrigeration systems that contain 10 pounds (4.5 kg) or less of refrigerant, or that are actuated by motors of 1 horsepower (0.75 kW) or less.


27.
Bridge structures for rail, vehicular and/or footway traffic only, that are within street or rail rights-of-way.


28.
Replacement of exterior stairs, ramps, platform lifts, steps and landings accessory to a one and two family dwelling provided that they do not exceed 6 feet in vertical height; do not encroach upon the public right-of-way; and the landing does not have a surface area greater than 36 square feet with no individual dimension greater than 6 feet. This exclusion does not provide for vertical enclosure of the covered element(s) except guards required by the Building Code.


A-301.2.2   Fire prevention permits: A permit or license shall not be required for those quantities of materials or conditions exempted by the applicable provisions of the Fire Prevention Code.


A-301.2.3   Electrical permits: An electrical permit shall not be required for the following activities:


1.
Minor repair and maintenance work including, the replacement of lamps, circuit breakers and fuses; repairing or replacement of switches, lamp sockets, ballasts, drop cords, receptacles, bulbs; taping bare joints; and replacing lighting fixtures to existing connections.


2.
The connection of approved portable electrical equipment to approved permanently installed receptacles.


3.
The installation, alteration or repair of electrical equipment of a regulated public utility for its use in the generation, transmission, distribution or metering of electricity.


4.
The installation of a temporary system required for the testing or servicing of electrical equipment or apparatus.


5.
Removal of electrical wiring in the total demolition of a structure.


6.
The installation of electrical componentry used in connection with the installation or reinstallation of partition systems listed in published reports of inspected electrical equipment by the Underwriters Laboratories, Inc. (UL).


7.
The installation of low voltage wiring in Group R-3 and U occupancies.


8.
Installations in railway cars or automotive equipment.


A-301.2.4   Plumbing permits: A plumbing permit shall not be required for the following activities:


1.
Minor repairs including the replacement of faucets or valves or parts thereof with like material or material serving the same purpose; or the removal and reinstallation of water closets, provided the work does not include the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes or fixtures.


2.
The sealing of sewer laterals for building demolitions contracted by the Department.


3.
Stopping leaks in a drain, water, soil, waste, or vent pipe provided that no piping is replaced with new material.


4.
Clearing stoppages or repairing leaks in pipes, valves or fixtures, provided that valves, pipes or fixtures are not replaced or rearranged.


A-301.2.5   Zoning and use registration permits: A zoning or use registration permit shall not be required for the following activities:


1.
Construction and use of structures totally outside of district boundaries.


2.
A use registration permit is not required for single-family dwellings or places of worship.


3.
An application which is filed for alterations to an existing structure which does not change the area, height, floor area or bulk of the structure and the existing use is legal and unchanged, shall be approved by a designation of “Permit Not Required”.

A-301.3   Form of application: The application for a permit shall be submitted in such written form as the department prescribes and shall be accompanied by the required fee as prescribed in Chapter 9.

A-301.4   By whom application is made: Application for a permit shall be made by the owner or lessee of the building or structure, or agent of either, by the registered design professional employed in connection with the proposed work; or other licensed person authorized or required to apply by the technical codes. If the application is made by a person other than the owner in fee, it shall be accompanied by an affidavit of the owner or the qualified applicant or a signed statement of the qualified applicant to the effect that the proposed work is authorized by the owner in fee and that the applicant is authorized to make such application. The full names and addresses of the owner, lessee, applicant and the responsible officers, if the owner or lessee is a corporate body, shall be stated in the application.

A-301.5   Contents of application: Every permit application shall, to the extent applicable:


1.
Contain a general description of the proposed work.


2.
Provide the specific street address of the proposed work.


3.
Further identify the location of the proposed work if in a portion of a structure.


4.
State the occupancy of the structure and for which the proposed work is intended.


5.
State the total valuation of the work for which application is made.


6.
Be signed by the applicant or when required, by the licensed holders.


7.
State the name, address and license number of licensed contractor(s) who will perform work under the permit.


8.
Provide the Business Privilege License numbers of contractors, design professionals, agents, owners, lessors, etc. as appropriate to the application.


9.
Give such additional information as required by the department.

A-301.6   Construction documents: Applica​tions for permits shall be accompanied by three sets of construction documents that include the information required by Section A-305.0, the technical codes, regulations, plan submission standards, and any other information that the code official determines is necessary to issue the permit.
A-301.7   Amendments to application: Subject to the limitations of Section A-301.8, amendments to a plan, application or other records accompanying the same shall be filed at any time before completion of the work for which the permit is sought or issued. Such amendments shall be deemed part of the original application and shall be filed therewith and requisite fees paid.

A-301.8   Time limitation of application: An application for a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to have been abandoned six months after the date of any request by the Department for information from the applicant or 60 days after notification by the Department that the application is approved and available for pick-up, whichever is sooner, unless the applicant provides any requested information to the Department and has taken the necessary steps to pick up the permit from the Department. The code official may grant one or more extensions of time for additional periods not exceeding 90 days each if there is reasonable cause.

A-301.9   Waste material notification: Where the estimated cost of construction/alteration is in excess of $10,000.00, the applicant for a building permit shall immediately notify the City of Philadelphia Recycling Office of every hauler who will be handling the waste material generated by such activity. The information required for compliance with this section shall be determined by the City of Philadelphia Recycling Office and shall include Waste Collection and/or Recyclable Material License number(s). Failure to comply with this requirement shall result in the immediate revocation of the building permit.

SECTION A-302   PERMITS3.11
A-302.1   Action on application: The Department shall examine or cause to be examined all applications for permits and amendments thereto. If the application or the construction documents do not conform to the requirements of all pertinent laws, the code official shall reject such application in writing, stating the reasons therefor. If the code official is satisfied that the proposed work conforms to the requirements of this code and the technical codes and all laws and ordinances applicable thereto, the code official shall issue a permit therefor as soon as practicable upon payment of requisite fees.


A-302.1.1   Time limit. The code official shall grant or deny a permit application in whole or in part or request further information, within 30 business days of the filing date for commercial construction and 15 business days for residential construction. Reasons for a denial shall be in writing and sent to the applicant. When agreed to by the code official and the permit applicant in writing, the deadline for action shall be extended by the number of days specified in the agreement


Exception: The deadline for action on permits for structures that have been designated as historic or are located in an historic district is extended by the amount of time the application is under review by the Historical Commission.


A-302.1.2   Substantially improved or substantially damaged existing residential buildings in areas prone to flooding. For applications for reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition or other improvement of existing buildings or structures subject to the Philadelphia Residential Code and located in an area prone to flooding as established by Table R-R301.2(1), the code official shall examine or cause to be examined the construction documents and shall prepare a finding with regard to the value of the proposed work. For buildings that have sustained damage of any origin, the value of the proposed work shall include the cost to repair the building or structure to its pre-damage condition. If the code official finds that the value of proposed work equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the building or structure before the damage has occurred or the improvement is started, the finding shall be provided to the Board of Building Standards for a determination of substantial improvement or substantial damage. Applications determined by the board to constitute substantial improvement or substantial damage shall meet the requirements of Section R-R323 of the Residential Code.

A-302.2   Suspension of permit: Any permit issued shall become invalid if the authorized work is not commenced within six months after issuance of the permit, or if the authorized work is suspended or abandoned for a period of six months after the time of commencing the work. The code official is authorized, for reasonable cause, to extend in writing the time for commencing the work for a period not exceeding six months upon written request of the permittee. No permit shall be extended more than once. In order to proceed with the work authorized by an expired permit, a new permit shall be obtained.

Exception: Zoning and use registration permits.


A-302.2.1   Pre-paid permits: In the case of pre-paid permits, the valid six month period shall commence on the date that the permit is completed and submitted to the Department, not on the date of purchase.


A-302.2.2   Zoning and use registration permits: Zoning and/or Use Registration Permits issued with respect to construction or interior alterations, shall expire one year after the date of issuance unless the building permit for such work is issued prior thereto and the work is carried on to completion without voluntary interruption. Use registration permits, where no construction or alteration work is involved, shall expire three months from the date of issuance unless the approved use has begun.

A-302.3   Previous approvals: This code and the technical codes shall not require changes in the construction documents, construction or designated occupancy classification of a building for which a lawful permit has been heretofore issued or otherwise lawfully authorized, and the construction of which has been actively prosecuted within 90 days after the effective date of the applicable code(s) and is completed with dispatch.

A-302.4   Signature to permit: The code official charged with the review of permit applications and related construction documents shall affix a signature of approval to each approved application and/or permit in accordance with procedures of the department.

A-302.5   Construction documents: Upon approval, the code official shall stamp or endorse in writing “Approved” on each page of three sets of construction documents, unless otherwise specified. Such approved construction documents shall not be changed, modified or altered without authorization from the code official. Work shall be done in accordance with the approved construction documents and required non-design changes marked thereon by the code official.


A-302.5.1   Distribution: The approved sets of construction documents shall be distributed as follows:


1.
One set shall be retained in the records of the Permit Services division according to the established retention schedule.


2.
One set shall be forwarded to the appropriate inspection office.


3.
One set shall be returned to the applicant. This set shall be retained by the applicant at the construction site and shall be available for inspection by the code official.


A-302.5.2   Responsibility: Construc​tion documents approved by the Department are approved with the intent that such construction documents comply in all respects with this code and the applicable technical codes. Any omissions or errors on the construction documents do not relieve the applicant or other responsible persons of having to comply with all applicable requirements of this code and the technical codes. The issuance of a permit based on construction documents and other data shall not prevent the code official from requiring the correction of errors in the construction documents and other data. The code official is authorized to prevent occupancy or use of a structure where in violation of The Philadelphia Code.


A-302.5.3   Health care facilities. The code official shall not approve plans for a health care facility under this section unless the Pennsylvania Department of Health has approved the plans.

A-302.6   Foundation permit: The code official is authorized to issue a permit for the construction of foundations before the construction documents for the entire structure have been submitted provided the zoning permit for the entire structure has been issued and provided that appropriate construction documents and required statements have been filed.


A-302.6.1   Related work: Issuance of a foundation permit for a structure shall be the basis for issuance of plumbing and electrical permits for such work below grade.


A-302.6.2   Owner’s risk: The owner of a structure for which a foundation and related permits have been issued shall proceed at the owner’s risk without assurance that a permit for the entire structure will be granted. Issuance of a foundation permit shall not be construed to establish vested rights to the building or related permits on the part of any party to the construction project.

A-302.7   Annual permit. In lieu of an individual permit for each repair, replacement, maintenance operation or alteration to an already approved electrical, gas, mechanical, or plumbing installation, the code official is authorized to issue an annual permit upon application therefor. The work authorized under an annual permit does not include new installations or the extension of existing systems. The applicant shall be a person, firm, or corporation regularly employing one or more qualified trade persons in the building, structure, or on the premises owned or operated by the applicant for the permit.


A-302.7.1   Records. The entity to whom an annual permit is issued shall keep a detailed record of all work performed under the annual permit. The work record shall be available for inspection by the code official at all times, or at the code official’s discretion, shall be filed with the code official.

A-302.8   Posting of permits and licenses:3.12 Permits and licenses shall be kept on the premises designated therein at all times and shall be readily available for inspection by the code official. A true copy of permits authorizing construction activity shall be posted on the site of the operations, open to public inspection during the entire time of the prosecution of the work for which the permit has been issued.

Exception: Housing inspection license, where there is no on-premises management office.

A-302.9   Revocation of permit: The code official is authorized to revoke a permit or approval issued pursuant to the provisions of this code and the technical codes in case of any of the following:


1.
The permit was issued in error.


2.
The permit was issued on the basis of incorrect, inaccurate or incomplete information in the application or construction documents.


3.
The permit was issued on the basis of false statement or misrepresentation of fact in the application or construction documents.


4.
An ordinance, regulation, or condition of permit has been violated.


5.
Work is being conducted in an unsafe manner.


6.
A Stop Work Order or Cease Operations Order has been issued.


A-302.9.1   Correction: When the department determines that grounds exist for the revocation of a permit, it shall serve written notice upon the holder of the permit, stating the nature of the violation and allowing for a reasonable period within which compliance with all the requirements of such permit shall be achieved. The notice may also describe a course of remedial action.

A-302.10   Conditions of permit: Permits issued pursuant to this code and the technical codes are subject to the conditions stated in Sections A-302.9.1 through A-302.9.5 as applicable.


A-302.10.1   Payment of fees: A permit shall not be issued until the fees prescribed in Chapter 9 have been paid.


A-302.10.2   Compliance with code: The permit shall be a license to proceed with the work and shall not be construed as authority to violate, cancel or set aside any of the provisions of this code or the technical codes, except as specifically stipulated by legally granted variance.


A-302.10.3   Compliance with permit: All work shall conform to the approved application and the approved construction documents for which the permit has been issued and any approved amendments to the approved application or the approved construction documents. Permits are not transferable except by application to the department.


A-302.10.4   Compliance with site plan: All new work shall be located strictly in accordance with the approved site plan.


A-302.10.5   Asbestos inspection report: A permit for any demolition or alteration which requires the filing of plans shall not be issued until an asbestos inspection report, furnished by an independent certified asbestos investigator as defined in Section 6-601 of the Philadelphia Health Code, has been submitted. Submission of an asbestos inspection report is not required for buildings erected pursuant to a building permit issued after December 31, 1980, or any residence with three dwelling units or less.

A-302.11   Notice of start: The code official shall be given at least 24-hour notice of start of work under a permit.

SECTION A-303 DEMOLITION AND RELO​CATION OF STRUCTURES

A-303.1   Service connections: Before a structure is demolished or removed, the owner or agent shall notify all utilities having service connections within the structure such as water, electric, gas, sewer and other connections. Service connections and appurtenant equipment, such as meters and regulators shall be removed or sealed and plugged in a safe manner.

A-303.2   Posting and Notice:
 Prior to the demolition of a structure by the owner thereof, or demolition required by the Department of Licenses and Inspections, the department shall post a notice on the structure to be demolished and distribute an informational bulletin indicating that the City or owner intends to demolish said structure. The department shall distribute the informational bulletin to the front doors of the following properties:


1.
The three nearest properties on each side of the subject property.


2.
The seven nearest properties across the street from the subject property.


3.
The seven nearest properties to the rear of the subject property.

The requirement to distribute an informational bulletin shall not create any actionable right for any resident or owner of the subject property or any neighboring property.

Exceptions:


1.
In the event of an emergency which requires immediate action to protect the health or safety of the public, which shall include any time the Department has served notice of a requirement to demolish an imminently dangerous structure under section PM-308.2 of this Title and demolition is carried out within 10 days of service by the Department of the notice requiring demolition; provided that the Department distributes the informational bulletin to any property abutting the property on which a structure is to be demolished. 


2.
When the structure has been posted as required by Section 14-2007(7)(b) of The Philadelphia Code.


3.
When the structure has been the subject of a variance granted by the Zoning Board of Adjustment.


A-303.2.1   Location and Time:
 The notice shall be posted by the department on each street frontage of the premises with which the notice is concerned, and the informational bulletin distributed to neighboring properties within ten days of the issuance to the owner of the building permit to demolish or service by the Department of a notice requiring demolition or award of a demolition contract by the department. Posted notices shall remain until demolition of the structure, which shall not commence less than 21 days from the date of the issuance of the permit.


A-303.2.2   Content:
 Such posted notice shall be clearly visible to the public. All notices shall contain the date on which actual demolition is permitted to commence.


A-303.2.3   Removal: No person shall remove such notice prior to the approved date on which demolition is permitted to commence, unless the owner notifies the department that the structure will not be demolished and the permit has been revoked by the department upon such request, in which case, the department shall remove the notice.


A-303.2.4   Penalties: Any property owner who violates the provisions of this Section shall be subject to penalties as prescribed in Chapter 6.

A-303.3   Lot regulation: Whenever a structure is demolished or removed, the premises shall be maintained free from all unsafe or hazardous conditions by the proper treatment of the lot, restoration of established grades and the erection of the necessary retaining walls and fences in accordance with existing building provisions of the building code.

A-303.4   Moved structures: Before any structure which has been moved is occupied, the structure and mechanical equipment shall be inspected for safe use and operation and for compliance with applicable provisions of this code and the technical codes.

SECTION A-304 PROFESSIONAL ARCHI​TECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES6.1
A-304.1   General: The construction documents for new construction, alteration, repairs, expansion, addition or modification for buildings or structures required for a permit application shall be prepared by a registered design professional consistent with the professional registration laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Where special conditions exist, the code official is authorized to require additional construction documents to be prepared by a registered design professional. The construction documents shall include the name and address of the registered design professional and shall be signed, sealed and dated by the registered design professional in accordance with the professional registration laws.

Exceptions:


1.
A registered design professional is not required to prepare the construction documents for the remodeling or alteration of a building where there is no compensation paid for such preparation and the remodeling or alteration does not relate to additions to the building or changes to the building’s structure or means of egress.


2.
A registered design professional is not required to prepare designs submitted under the provisions of Chapter 4 of the Fuel Gas Code for residential buildings having a conditioned floor area of 5,000 square feet (465 m2) or less, provided a qualified person prepares such designs.

A-304.2   Special inspections: Special inspections shall be made in accordance with the Building Code.


A-304.2.1   Building permit requirement: The special inspection requirements shall be determined prior to the issuance of the building permit and shall be a requisite for the permit issuance as described in the Building Code.


A-304.2.2   Fees and costs: All fees and costs related to the performance of special professional services shall be borne by the owner.

A-304.3   Design professional in responsible charge: When it is required that documents be prepared by a registered design professional, the code official is authorized to require the owner to engage and designate on the building permit application, a registered design professional who shall act as the registered design professional in responsible charge. If the circumstances require, the owner shall designate a substitute registered design professional in responsible charge, who shall perform the duties required of the original registered design professional in responsible charge. The code official shall be notified in writing by the owner if the registered design professional in responsible charge is changed or is unable to continue to perform the duties.

The registered design professional in responsible charge shall be responsible for reviewing and coordinating submittal documents prepared by others, including phased and deferred submittal items, for compatibility with the design of the building.


A-304.3.1   Deferred submittals: For the purposes of this section, deferred submittals are defined as those portions of the design that are not submitted at the time of the application and that are to be submitted to the code official within a specified period.


Deferral of any submittal items shall be subject to the prior approval of the code official. The registered design professional in responsible charge shall list the deferred submittals on the construction documents for review by the code official.


Documents for deferred submittal items shall be submitted to the registered design professional in responsible charge who shall review them and forward them to the code official with a notation indicating that the deferred submittal documents have been reviewed and that they have been found to be in general conformance with the design of the building. The deferred submittal items shall not be installed until their design and submittal documents have been approved by the code official.

SECTION A-305   CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS6.2
A-305.1   General. Plans shall be drawn on suitable material, generally to scale, dimensioned, and shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed. Plans shall show in detail that the work will conform to the provisions of the technical codes including applicable items specified in this section 305.0 and all applicable standards, regulations and ordinances.


A-305.1.1   Waiver. The code official is authorized to waive the submission of construction documents and other data that is not required to be prepared by a registered design professional where the code official determines that the nature of the work applied for is such that review of construction documents is not necessary to obtain compliance with the technical codes.

A-305.1.2   Plan submission standards. The Department is authorized to establish plan submission standards.


A-305.1.3   Material quality. Where the quality of the materials is essential for conformity to the technical codes, specific information shall be given to establish such quality, and the code shall not be cited, nor shall the term “legal” or its equivalent be used as a substitute for specific information.


A-305.1.4   Engineering details. Construction documents shall include adequate details of structural, mechanical and electrical work, including computations, diagrams and other essential technical data as determined by the code official.


A-305.1.5   Fire and zoning permits. Applications for fire operational permits, fire construction permits and zoning permits shall be accompanied by such documentation as this section, the technical codes, regulations and departmental procedures require.

A-305.2   Contents. The construction documents shall contain the following information as required by the technical codes and additional provisions of the Department.


A-305.2.1   Building Code. Specific require​ments of the Building Code include the items or data included in A-305.2.1.1 through A-305.2.1.15.



A-305.2.1.1   Site plan. In the case of new construction, additions and demolition, the zoning and building permit applications shall be accompanied by a site plan showing to scale the size and location of all new construction and all existing structures on the site, distances from lot lines, the established street grades and the proposed finished grades, and as applicable, flood hazard areas, floodways, and design flood elevations; and it shall be drawn in accordance with an accurate boundary line survey



Required accessibility features shall be shown including but not limited to: parking spaces, public transportation stops and accessible routes.



In the case of demolition, the site plan shall show all construction to be demolished and the location and size of all existing structures and construction that are to remain on the site or plot.



A-305.2.1.2   Penetrations. Construction documents shall include information regarding the tested systems and assemblies used to protect through-penetrations and membrane penetrations of horizontal assemblies and fire-resistance-rated vertical assemblies in accordance with Section B-712 of the Building Code.



A-305.2.1.3   Fire-resistant joint systems. Construction documents shall include information regarding the tested systems used to protect joints in or between fire-resistance-rated building assemblies in accordance with Section B-713 of the Building Code.



A-305.2.1.4   Fire extinguishing system shop drawings. Shop drawings for automatic fire extinguishing systems shall be submitted for review and approval prior to system installation, to indicate conformance with the Building Code and the construction documents. They shall contain all information required by the referenced installation standards in Chapter 9 of the Building Code.



A-305.2.1.5   Fire alarm and detection systems. In accordance with Section B-907.1.1 of the Building Code, construction documents for fire alarm systems shall be submitted for review and approval prior to system installation. Construction documents shall include, but not be limited to all of the following:



1.
A floor plan which indicates the use of all rooms.



2.
Locations of alarm-initiating and notification appliances.



3.
Alarm control and trouble signaling equipment.



4.
Annunciation.



5.
Power connection.



6.
Battery calculations.



7.
Conductor type and sizes.



8.
Voltage drop calculations.



9.
Manufacturers, model numbers and listing information for equipment, devices and materials.



10.
Details of ceiling height and construction.



11.
The interface of fire safety control functions.



A-305.2.1.6   Smoke control systems. In accordance with Section B-909.2 through B-909.4 of the Building Code, construction documents shall include sufficient information and detail to adequately describe the elements of the design necessary for the proper implementation of the smoke control systems. These documents shall be accompanied by sufficient information and analysis to demonstrate compliance with these provisions. The design submission accompanying the construction documents shall clearly detail procedures and methods to be used and the items subject to special inspections and tests.



A rational analysis supporting the types of smoke control systems to be employed, their methods of operation, the systems supporting them and the methods of construction to be utilized shall accompany the submitted construction documents and shall include, but not be limited to the items indicated below.



1.
Stack effect. The system shall be designed such that the maximum probable normal or reverse stack effect will not adversely interfere with the system’s capabilities. In determining the maximum probable stack effect, altitude, elevation, weather history and interior temperatures shall be used.


2.
Temperature effect of fire. Buoyancy and expansion caused by the design fire in accordance with Section B-909.9 of the Building Code shall be analyzed. The system shall be designed such that these effects do not adversely interfere with the system’s capabilities.


3.
Wind effect. The design shall consider the adverse effects of wind. Such consideration shall be consistent with the wind-loading provisions of Chapter 16 of the Building Code.


4.
HVAC systems. The design shall consider the effects of the heating, ventilating and air-conditioning (HVAC) systems on both smoke and fire transport. The analysis shall include all permutations of systems status. The design shall consider the effects of the fire on the HVAC systems.


5.
Climate. The design shall consider the effects of low temperatures on systems, property and occupants. Air inlets and exhausts shall be located so as to prevent snow or ice blockage.


6.
Duration of operation. All portions of active or passive smoke control systems shall be capable of continued operation after detection of the fire event for not less than 20 minutes.


A-305.2.1.7   Means of egress. The construction documents shall show in sufficient detail the location, construction, size and character of all portions of the means of egress in compliance with the provisions of this code. In other than occupancies in Groups R-2, R-3, as applicable in Section B-101.2 of the Building Code, and I-1, the construction documents shall designate the number of occupants to be accommodated on every floor, and in all rooms and spaces.



A-305.2.1.8   Exterior wall envelope. Construction documents for all buildings shall describe the exterior wall envelope in sufficient detail to determine compliance with this code. The construction documents shall provide details of the exterior wall envelope as required, including flashing, intersections with dissimilar materials, corners, end details, control joints, intersections at roof, eaves or parapets, means of drainage, water-resistive membrane and details around openings.



The construction documents shall include manufacturer’s installation instructions that provide supporting documentation that the proposed penetrations and opening details described in the construction documents maintain the weather resistance of the exterior wall envelope. The supporting documentation shall fully describe the exterior wall system which was tested, where applicable, as well as the test procedure used.



A-305.2.1.9 Roof assemblies and rooftop structures. The construction documents shall indicate the type of roof assembly used, materials, fire classification, fastening requirements, roof ventilation, roof drainage, parapet coping, and flashing materials and locations. The details of any rooftop structures shall also be included.



A-305.2.1.10   Structural design. Con​struction documents shall show the size, section and relative locations of structural members with floor levels, column centers and offsets fully dimensioned. The design loads and other information pertinent to the structural design required by Subsections A-305.2.1.10.1 through A-305.2.1.10.8 shall be clearly indicated on the construction documents for parts of the building or structure.

Exception: Construction documents for buildings constructed in accordance with the conventional light-frame construction provisions of Section B-2308 of the Building Code shall indicate the following structural design information:



1.
Floor and roof live loads.



2.
Ground snow load, Pg.



3.
Basic wind speed (3-second gust), miles per hour (mph) (km/hr) and wind exposure.



4.
Seismic design category and site class.




A-305.2.1.10.1   Floor live load. The uniformly distributed, concentrated and impact floor live load used in the design shall be indicated for floor areas. Live load reduction of the uniformly distributed floor live loads, if used in the design shall be indicated.




A-305.2.1.10.2   Roof live load. The roof live load used in the design shall be indicated for roof areas (Section B-1607.11 of the Building Code).




A-305.2.1.10.3   Roof snow load. The ground snow load, Pg, shall be indicated. In areas where the ground snow load, Pg, exceeds 10 pounds per square foot (psf) (0.479 kN/m2), the following additional information shall also be provided, regardless of whether snow loads govern the design of the roof:



1.
Flat-roof snow load, Pf.



2.
Snow exposure factor, Ce.



3.
Snow load importance factor, Is.



4.
Thermal factor, Ct.




A-305.2.1.10.4   Wind design data. The following information related to wind loads shall be shown, regardless of whether wind loads govern the design of the lateral-force-resisting system of the building.




1.
Basic wind speed (3-second gust), miles per hour (km/hr).




2.
Wind importance factor, Iw, and building category.




3.
If more than one wind exposure is utilized, the wind exposure and applicable wind direction shall be indicated.




4.
The applicable in​ternal pressure coefficient.




5.
Components and cladding. The design wind pressure in terms of psf (kN/m2) to be used for the design of exterior component and cladding materials not specifically designed by the registered design professional.




A-305.2.1.10.5   Earthquake design data. The following information related to seismic loads shall be shown, regardless of whether seismic loads govern the design of the lateral-force-resisting system of the building:



1.
Seismic importance factor, Ig, and seismic use group.



2.
Mapped spectral response accelerations Ss and S1.



3.
Site class.



4.
Spectral response coeffi​cients SDS and SD1.



5.
Seismic design category.



6.
Basic seismic-force-resisting system(s).



7.
Design base shear.



8.
Seismic response coeffi​cient(s), CS.



9.
Response modification factor(s), R.



10.
Analysis procedure used.




A-305.2.1.10.6   Flood load. For buildings located in flood hazard areas as established in Section B-1612.3 of the Building Code, the following information, referenced to the datum on the Philadelphia Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), shall be shown, regardless of whether flood loads govern the design of the building.




1.
In flood hazard areas not subject to high-velocity wave action, the elevation of proposed lowest floor, including basement.




2.
In flood hazard areas not subject to high-velocity wave action, the elevation to which any nonresidential building will be dry floodproofed.




3.
In flood hazard areas subject to high-velocity wave action, the proposed elevation of the bottom of the lowest horizontal structural member of the lowest floor, including basement.




A-305.2.1.10.7   Special loads. Special loads that are applicable to the design of the building, structure or portions thereof shall be indicated along with the specified section of this code that addresses the special loading condition.




A-305.2.1.10.8   System and compo​nents requiring special inspections for seismic resistance. Construction documents or specifications shall be prepared for those systems and components requiring special inspection for seismic resistance as specified in Section B-1707.1 of the Building Code by the registered design professional responsible for their design and shall be submitted for approval in accordance with Section B-106.1 of the Building Code. Reference to seismic standards in lieu of detailed drawings is acceptable.



A-305.2.1.11   Statement of special inspections. The permit applicant shall submit a statement of special inspections prepared by the registered design professional in responsible charge as a condition for permit issuance. This statement shall include a complete list of materials and work requiring special inspections by Section B-1704 of the Building Code, the inspections to be performed and a list of the individuals, approved agencies or firms intended to be retained for conducting such inspections.



A-305.2.1.12   Foundation and soils investigations. The soil classification and design load-bearing capacity shall be shown on the construction documents. The owner or applicant shall submit a foundation and soils investigation to the code official where required in Sections B-1802.2.1 through B-1802.2.6 of the Building Code. Where required by the code official, a written report of the investigation shall be submitted that includes, but need not be limited to, the following information:



1.
A plot plan showing the location of test borings and/or excavations.



2.
A complete record of the soil samples.



3.
A record of the soil profile.



4.
Elevation of the water table, if encountered.



5.
Recommendations for foundation type and design criteria, including but not limited to: bearing capacity of natural or compacted soil; provisions to mitigate the effects of expansive soils mitigation of the effects of liquefaction, differential settlement and varying soil strength; and the effects of adjacent loads.



6.
Expected total and differential settlement.



7.
Pile and pier foundation information in accordance with Section B-1808.2.2 of the Building Code.



8.
Special design and construction provisions for footings or foundations founded on expansive soils, as necessary.



9.
Compacted fill material properties and testing in accordance with Section B-1803.5 of the Building Code.



A-305.2.1.13   Structural concrete con​struction. The construction documents for structural concrete construction shall include:



1.
The specified compressive strength of concrete at the stated ages or stages of construction for which each concrete element is designed.



2.
The specified strength or grade of reinforcement.



3.
The size and location of structural elements, reinforcement, and anchors.



4.
Provision for dimensional changes resulting from creep, shrinkage and temperature.



5.
The magnitude and location of prestressing forces.



6.
Anchorage length of reinforcement and location and length of lap splices.



7.
Type and location of mechanical and welded splices of reinforcement.



8.
Details and location of contraction or isolation joints specified for plain concrete.



9.
Minimum concrete compres​sive strength at time of posttensioning.



10.
Stressing sequence for posttensioning tendons.



11.
For structures assigned to Seismic Design Category D, E or F, a statement if slab on grade is designed as a structural diaphragm (see Section 21.10.3.4 of ACI 318).



A-305.2.1.14   Masonry construction. The construction documents shall show all of the items required by the Building Code including the following:



1.
Specified size, grade, type and location of reinforcement, anchors and wall ties.



2.
Reinforcing bars to be welded and welding procedure.



3.
Size and location of structural elements.



4.
Provisions for dimensional changes resulting from elastic deformation, creep, shrinkage, temperature and moisture.



A-305.2.1.15   Demolition. Construction documents and a schedule for demolition shall be submitted when required by the code official. Where such information is required, no work shall be done until such construction documents or schedule, or both, are approved.


A-305.2.2   Electrical Code. Specific requirements of the Electrical Code include the items or data included in A-305.2.2.1 through A-305.2.2.3.



A-305.2.2.1   General. Construction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that it will conform to the provisions of the Electrical Code and relevant laws, rules and regulations, as determined by the code official. The detail shall include but not be limited to the location and capacity of lighting facilities, electrically operated equipment and electrical circuits required for service equipment that is included in, or affected by, the scope of work covered by the permit.



A-305.2.2.2   Penetrations. Construction documents shall indicate where penetrations will be made for electrical systems and shall indicate the materials and methods for maintaining required structural safety, fire-resistance rating and fireblocking.



A-305.2.2.3   Load calculations. Where an addition or alteration is made to an existing electrical system, an electrical load calculation shall be prepared to determine if the existing electrical service has the capacity to serve the added load.


A-305.2.3   Energy Conservation Code. Specific requirements of the Energy Conservation Code require that the construction documents be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed. Construction documents shall show in sufficient detail pertinent data and features of the building and the equipment and systems governed therein, including, but not limited to:


1.
Design criteria


2.
Exterior envelope component materials


3.
U-factors of the envelope systems


4.
U-factors of fenestration products


5.
R-values of insulating materials


6.
Size and type of apparatus and equipment


7.
Equipment and systems controls


8.
Other pertinent data to indicate compliance with the requirements of the Energy Conservation Code and relevant laws, rules and regulations, as determined by the code official.


A-305.2.4   Existing Building Code. Specific requirements of the Existing Building Code include the items or data indicated in A-305.2.4.1 through A-305.2.4.4.



A-305.2.4.1   General. The construction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature, and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that the work will conform to the provisions of the Existing Building Code and relevant laws, rules and regulations, as determined by the code official.



A-305.2.4.2   Work area. The work area, as defined in Chapter 2 of the Existing Building Code, shall be identified on the construction documents.



A-305.2.4.3   Means of egress. The construction documents for alterations Level 2, alterations Level 3, additions, and changes of occupancy shall show in sufficient detail the location, construction, size, and character of all portions of the means of egress in compliance with the provisions of the Existing Building Code. The construction documents shall designate the number of occupants to be accommodated in every work area of every floor and in all affected rooms and spaces.



A-305.2.4.4   Exterior wall envelope. Construction documents for all work affecting the exterior wall envelope shall describe the exterior wall envelope in sufficient detail to determine compliance with the Existing Building Code. The construction documents shall provide the details of the exterior wall envelope as required, including windows, doors, flashing, intersections with dissimilar materials, corners, end details, control joints, intersections at roof, eaves, or parapets, means of drainage, water-resistive membrane, and details around openings.


A-305.2.5   Fire Code. The construction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature, and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that the work will conform to the provisions of the Fire Code and relevant laws, rules and regulations, as determined by the code official.



A-305.2.5.1   LP-gas installations. Con​struction documents are required for LP-gas installations that are required to obtain a permit by Sections F-105.6 or F-105.7 of the Fire Code.


A-305.2.6   Fuel Gas Code. The construction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature, and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that the work will conform to the provisions of the Fuel Gas Code and relevant laws, rules and regulations, as determined by the code official.



A-305.2.6.1   General. Construction docu​ments shall include, but not be limited to design criteria, exterior envelope component materials, U-factors of the envelope systems, U-factors of fenestration products, R-values of insulating materials, size and type of apparatus and equipment, equipment and systems controls and other pertinent data to indicate compliance with the code.



A-305.2.6.2   Buildings more than two stories. Construction documents for buildings more than two stories in height shall indicate where penetrations will be made for installations and shall indicate the materials and methods for maintaining required structural safety, fire-resistance rating and fireblocking.


A-305.2.7   Mechanical Code. The construc​tion documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature, and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that the work will conform to the provisions of the mechanical code and relevant laws, rules and regulations, as determined by the code official.



A-305.2.7.1   Buildings more than two stories. Construction documents for buildings more than two stories in height shall indicate where penetrations will be made for installations and shall indicate the materials and methods for maintaining required structural safety, fire-resistance rating and fireblocking.


A-305.2.8   Performance Code. The design professional shall prepare appropriate documentation for the project that clearly provides the design approach and rationale for design submittal, construction, and future use of the building, facility or process in accordance with the Performance Code. Construction documents shall contain the design approach, analysis, research, computation and criteria for acceptance that specify the applicable design guides, and authoritative documents utilized to demonstrate that design objectives are met.


A-305.2.9   Plumbing Code. The construction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature, and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that the work will conform to the provisions of the Plumbing Code and relevant laws, rules and regulations, as determined by the code official.



A-305.2.9.16.3   Buildings more than two stories. Construction documents for buildings more than two stories in height shall indicate where penetrations will be made for installations and shall indicate the materials and methods for maintaining required structural safety, fire-resistance rating and fireblocking.


A-305.2.10   Residential Code. The construc​tion documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature, and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that the work will conform to the provisions of the Residential Code and relevant laws, rules and regulations, as determined by the code official.



A-305.2.10.1   Manufacturer’s installa​tion instructions. Manufacturer’s installation instructions, as required by the Residential Code, shall be available on the job site at the time of inspection.



A-305.2.10.2   Areas prone to flooding. For buildings and structures in flood hazard areas as established by Table R-R301.2(1) of the Residential Code, construction documents shall include:



1.
Delineation of flood hazard areas, floodway boundaries, and flood zones; and the design flood elevation as appropriate.



2.
The elevation of the proposed lowest floor, including basement; in areas of shallow flooding (AO zones), the height of the proposed lowest floor, including basement, above the highest adjacent grade.

SECTION A-306   COMMERCIAL CONSTRUC​TION RECORDS6.4
A-306.1   Record retention. The Department shall keep records of all applications received, permits issued, reviewed building plans and specifications, certificates issued, fees collected, reports of inspections, notices and orders issued for all commercial buildings and structures under the Building Construction and Occupancy Code. The Department shall retain these records as long as the related building, structure or equipment remains in existence.

CHAPTER 4 INSPECTIONS

SECTION A-401   RIGHT OF ENTRY

A-401.1   Permit inspections: Pursuant to Section 5-1004 of the City Charter, the code official shall have the authority to enter at any reasonable time any structure or premises for which a permit has been issued to inspect for compliance with the permit, any construction documents pertinent thereto and the applicable provisions of this code and the technical codes.

A-401.2   Existing premises: The code official shall have the authority to enter at any reasonable time any structure or premises to inspect, conduct investigations or survey:


1.
To determine compliance with the provisions of this code or the technical codes applicable to the continuing occupancy of premises;


2.
When there is reasonable cause to believe that a code violation exists; or


3.
To ascertain and cause to be corrected any conditions liable to cause fire, contribute to the spread of fire, interfere with fire-fighting operations, endanger life or any violations of the provisions or intent of this code, the technical codes or any other ordinance affecting fire safety.


A-401.2.1   Non-public spaces:6.5 Prior to entering into a space not otherwise open to the general public, the code official shall make a reasonable effort to locate the owner or other person having charge or control of the space or premises, present proper identification and request entry. Failure or refusal by the owner or other person in charge of the space or premises to permit such entry shall constitute a basis for the code official to apply to a court of competent jurisdiction for proper orders authorizing entry.


A-401.2.2   Access by owner or operator: Every occupant of a structure or premises shall give the owner or operator thereof, or agent or employee, access to any part of such structure or premises at reasonable times for the purpose of making such inspection, maintenance, repairs or alterations as are necessary to comply with the provisions of this code and the technical codes and with any notice or orders issued pursuant thereto.

SECTION A-402   PERMIT INSPECTIONS6.6
A-402.1   General: The code official shall conduct inspections as provided in this section and the technical codes. Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval of a violation of the provisions of this code, the technical codes, or of other ordinances. Inspections presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of The Philadelphia Code shall not be valid. It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain accessible and exposed for inspection purposes until approved. Neither the code official nor the City of Philadelphia shall be liable for expense entailed in the removal or replacement of any material to allow inspection.


A-402.1.1   Concealed work. Where any installation subject to inspection prior to use is covered or concealed without having first been inspected, the code official shall have the authority to require that such work be exposed for inspection.

A-402.2   Preliminary inspection: Before issuing a permit, the code official is authorized to examine or cause to be examined buildings, structures and sites for which an application has been filed.

A-402.3   Record: A record of all inspections and violations of this code or the technical codes shall be maintained by the code official.

A-402.4   Special inspections: The owner shall provide for special inspections in accordance with the Building Code.

A-402.5   Final inspection: Upon completion of the work authorized by the permit and before issuance of the certificate of occupancy or final approval, a final inspection shall be made. All violations of the permit and approved construction documents shall be noted and the holder of the permit shall be notified of the violations. A re-inspection shall be conducted to confirm compliance with all such violations prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy or final approval. The final inspection shall be performed by persons who are certified in accordance with the regulations of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in the categories appropriate for the scope of work to be inspected.

A-402.6   Approved inspection agencies: The Department is authorized to accept reports of approved inspection agencies provided such agencies satisfy the Department’s requirements as to qualifications and reliability.

A-402.7   Plant inspection: Where required by the provisions of the technical codes or regulations, materials or assemblies shall be inspected at the point of manufacture or fabrication in accordance with applicable provisions of the technical codes.

A-402.8   Inspection requests: It shall be the duty of the holder of the permit or their duly authorized agent to notify the code official when work is ready for inspection. It shall be the duty of the permit holder to provide access to and means for inspection of such work for any inspections that are required by this code or the technical codes.

A-402.9   Approval required: Work shall not be done beyond the point indicated in each successive inspection without first obtaining the approval of the code official. The code official, upon notification, shall make the requested inspections and shall either indicate the portion of the construction that is satisfactory as completed, or shall notify the permit holder or an agent of the permit holder wherein the same fails to comply with the code. Any portions that do not comply shall be corrected and such portion shall not be covered or concealed until authorized by the code official.

A-402.10   Required inspections. Required in​spections shall include the following items as they relate to the technical codes. The Department is authorized to conduct additional inspections as determined by conditions and the scope of work.


A-402.10.1   Building Code. Specific Building Code inspections include the items included in A-402.10.1.1 through A-402.10.1.9 as applicable to the scope of work.



A-402.10.1.1   Footing and foundation inspection. Footing and foundation inspections shall be made after excavations for footings are complete and any required reinforcing steel is in place. For concrete foundations, any required forms shall be in place prior to inspection. Materials for the foundation shall be on the job, except where concrete is ready mixed in accordance with ASTM C 94, the concrete need not be on the job.



A-402.10.1.2   Concrete slab or under-floor inspection. Concrete slab and under-floor inspections shall be made after in-slab or under-floor reinforcing steel and building service equipment, conduit, piping accessories and other ancillary equipment items are in place, but before any concrete is placed or floor sheathing installed, including subfloor.



A-402.10.1.3   Lowest floor elevation. In flood hazard areas, upon placement of the lowest floor, including the basement, and prior to further vertical construction, the elevation certification required in Section B-1612.5 of the Building Code shall be submitted to the building official.



A-402.10.1.4   Frame inspection. Framing inspections shall be made after the roof deck or sheathing, all framing, fire blocking and bracing are in place and pipes, chimneys and vents to be concealed are complete and the rough electrical, plumbing, heating wires, pipes and ducts are approved.



A-402.10.1.5   Lath or gypsum board inspection. Lath and gypsum board inspections shall be made after lathing and gypsum board, interior and exterior, is in place, but before any plastering is applied or gypsum board joints and fasteners are taped and finished.

Exception: Gypsum board that is not part of a fire-resistive assembly or a shear assembly.



A-402.10.1.6   Fire-resistant penetrations. Protection of joints and penetrations in fire-resistance-rated assemblies shall not be concealed from view until inspected and approved.



A-402.10.1.7   Energy efficiency inspec​tions. Inspections shall be made to determine compliance with Chapter 13 of the Building Code and shall include, but not be limited to, inspections for: envelope insulation R and U values, fenestration U value, duct system R value, and HVAC and water heating equipment efficiency.



A-402.10.1.8   Other inspections. In addition to the inspections specified above, the code official is authorized to make or require other inspections of any construction work to ascertain compliance with the provisions of this code and other laws that are enforced by the Department.



A-402.10.1.9   Special Inspections. For special inspections, see Section B-1704 of the Building Code.


A-402.10.2   Existing Building Code. The required inspections for compliance with the Existing Building Code are those listed in Sections A-402.10.1.1 through A-402.10.1.9 as applicable to the scope of work.


A-402.10.3   Fuel Gas Code. The code official, upon notification from the permit holder or the permit holder’s agent, shall make the following inspections as applicable to the scope of work, and other such inspections as necessary, and shall either release that portion of the construction or notify the permit holder or the permit holder’s agent of violations that are required to be corrected. The holder of the permit shall be responsible for the scheduling of such inspections.


1.
Underground inspection shall be made after trenches or ditches are excavated and bedded, piping is installed and before backfill is put in place. When excavated soil contains rocks, broken concrete, frozen chunks and other rubble that would damage or break the piping or cause corrosive action, clean backfill shall be on the job site.


2.
Rough-in inspection shall be made after the roof, framing, fireblocking and bracing are in place and all components to be concealed are complete, and prior to the installation of wall or ceiling membranes.


3.
Final inspection shall be made upon completion of the installation.


A-402.10.4   Mechanical Code. The inspections required for Mechanical Code compliance are the same as those listed for the Fuel Gas Code in Section A-402.10.3 as applicable to the scope of work.


Exception: Ground-source heat pump loop systems tested in accordance with Section M-1208.1.1 of the Mechanical Code shall be permitted to be backfilled prior to inspection.


A-402.10.5   Residential Code. For onsite construction, from time to time the code official, upon notification from the permit holder or the permit holder’s agent, shall make or cause to be made any necessary inspections and shall either approve that portion of the construction as completed or shall notify the permit holder or the permit holder’s agent wherein the same fails to comply with the code. Specific required inspections include those in Sections A-402.10.5.1 through A-402.10.5.5.1 as applicable to the scope of work.



A-402.10.5.1   Foundation inspection. Inspection of the foundation shall be made after poles or piers are set or trenches or basement areas are excavated and any required forms erected and any required reinforcing steel is in place and prior to the placing of concrete. The foundation inspection shall include excavations for thickened slabs intended for the support of bearing walls, partitions, structural supports, or equipment and special requirements for wood foundations.



A-402.10.5.2   Plumbing, mechanical, gas and electrical systems inspection. Rough inspection of plumbing, mechanical, gas and electrical systems shall be made prior to covering or concealment, before fixtures or appliances are set or installed, and prior to framing inspection.

Exception: Ground-source heat pump loop systems tested in accordance with Section R-M2105.1 of the Residential Code shall be permitted to be backfilled prior to inspection.



A-402.10.5.3   Floodplain inspections. For construction in areas prone to flooding as established by Table R-R301.2(1) of the Residential Code, upon placement of the lowest floor, including basement, and prior to further vertical construction, the code official shall require submission of documentation, prepared and sealed by a registered design professional, of the elevation of the lowest floor, including basement, required in Section R-R323 of the Residential Code.



A-402.10.5.4   Frame and mason​ry inspection. Inspection of framing and masonry construction shall be made after the roof, masonry, all framing, firestopping, draftstopping and bracing are in place and after the plumbing, mechanical and electrical rough inspections are approved.



A-402.10.5.5   Other inspections. In addition to the called inspections above, the code official may make or require any other inspections to ascertain compliance with the Residential Code and other laws, rules and regulations enforced by the code official.




A-402.10.5.5.1  Fire-resistance-rated construction inspection. Where fire-resistance-rated construction is required between dwelling units or due to location on property, the code official shall require an inspection of such construction after all lathing and/or wallboard is in place, but before any plaster is applied, or before wallboard joints and fasteners are taped and finished.

SECTION A-403   COORDINATION OF INSPECTIONS

A-403.1   Multiple responsibility: Whenever in the enforcement of this code or another code or ordinance, the responsibility of more than one official or department is involved, it shall be the duty of the officials involved to coordinate their inspections and administrative orders as fully as practicable so that the owners and occupants of the premises shall not be subjected to visits by numerous inspectors or multiple or conflicting orders. Whenever an inspector from any agency or department observes an apparent or actual violation of some provision of a law, ordinance or code not within the inspector’s authority to enforce, the inspector shall report the findings to the code official having jurisdiction. A department shall not, however, delay the issuance of any emergency orders.

A-403.2   Jurisdictional cooperation: The assistance and cooperation of Licenses and Inspections, Fire, Police, Health and all other officials shall be available as required in the performance of duties.

SECTION A-404   SERVICE UTILITIES6.7
A-404.1   Connection of service utilities. No person shall make connections from a utility, source of energy, fuel or power to any building or system that is regulated by this code or the technical codes for which a permit is required, until released by the code official.

A-404.2   Temporary connection. The building official shall have the authority to authorize the temporary connection of the building or system to the utility source of energy, fuel or power.

A-404.3   Authority to disconnect service utilities. The code official shall have the authority to authorize disconnection of utility services or energy sources to a building, structure or system regulated by the Philadelphia Building Construction and Occupancy Code where it is necessary to eliminate an immediate hazard to life or property. The code official shall notify the serving utility, and wherever possible, the owner and occupant of the building, structure or service system of the decision to disconnect prior to taking such action. If not notified prior to disconnecting, the owner or occupant of the building, structure or service system shall be notified in writing as soon as practical thereafter.


A-404.3.1   Connection after order to disconnect. A person shall not make utility service or energy source connections to systems regulated by the Philadelphia Building Construction and Occupancy Code, which have been disconnected or ordered to be disconnected by the code official, or the use of which has been ordered to be discontinued by the code official until the code official authorizes the reconnection and use of such systems.

SECTION A-405   IDENTIFICATION

A-405.1   Credentials: The department’s employees shall carry proper identification when inspecting structures or premises in the official performance of their duties under this code and the technical codes.

CHAPTER 5 VIOLATIONS

SECTION A-501   GENERAL

A-501.1   Unlawful acts: It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, alter, extend, repair, remove, demolish, maintain, fail to maintain, provide, fail to provide, occupy, let to another to occupy or permit another person to occupy any structure or equipment regulated by this code or the technical codes, or cause same to be done, contrary to or in conflict with or in violation of any of the provisions of this code or the technical codes, or to fail to obey a lawful order of the code official, or to remove or deface a placard or notice posted under the provisions of this code or the technical codes.

SECTION A-502   NOTICES AND ORDERS

A-502.1   Notice of violation:6.8 Whenever the code official observes an apparent or actual violation of a provision of this code or the technical codes or of a permit, certificate or construction document issued thereunder, the code official shall prepare a written notice of violation describing the condition of violation and specifying time limitations not to exceed 30 days for the required correction, discontinuance of illegal action or condition, repairs, improvements or abatement of violation. Where the code official determines that a condition exists which creates a hazard to life or property requiring immediate action, an immediate oral order to repair or otherwise immediately remove the hazard shall have the full effect of the required subsequent written notice of violation.

A-502.2   Form:6.9 The written notice prescribed in Section A-502.1 shall:


1.
Include the address of the premises in violation;


2.
Include a description of the violation(s);


3.
Include a correction order to eliminate the violation(s); and


4.
Include a time limitation for correction of the violation(s).

A-502.3   Service of notice: The written notice of violation shall be served upon the owner, owner’s agent, occupant or other person responsible for the erection, construction, installation, alteration, extension, repair, removal, demolition, operation or occupancy of a building, structure, equipment or system under violation. If such person is not the owner of the premises where the violation is deemed to exist or to have occurred, a copy of the notice shall be sent by first class mail to the last registered owner of the premises. The failure of the code official to serve any person required herein to be served shall not invalidate any proceedings hereunder as to any other person duly served or relieve any such person from any duty or obligation imposed by the provisions of this code or the technical codes.

A-502.4   Method of service: A notice of violation shall be deemed to be properly served if a copy thereof is delivered to such persons prescribed in Section A-502.3 by one or more of the following:


1.
Personally;


2.
By first class mail to the last known residence or business address;


3.
By certified or registered mail to the last known residence or business address, return receipt requested:


4.
By leaving it in the possession of an adult member of the person’s family;


5.
By leaving it in the possession of an adult in charge of the premises or persons place of business; or


6.
If no address is known or the mail is returned indicating no delivery, a copy of the notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place at the entrance or avenue of access to the premises in violation and such procedure shall be deemed the equivalent of personal notice.

A-502.5   Date of service: The date of service shall be the date of personal service, the date of posting, or the date of mailing by first class, registered or certified mail.

SECTION A-503   PROSECUTION

A-503.1   Failure to correct: After the expiration of the time for compliance as stated on the notice of violation, a reinspection shall be made by the code official to determine compliance. If the violation has not been corrected and no appeal is pending, the code official shall institute the appropriate legal proceedings to apply penalties as provided for in this code or for the purpose of ordering the responsible person:


1.
To restrain, correct or remove the violation or refrain from any further execution of work;


2.
To restrain or correct the erection, construction, conversion, installation, maintenance, repair or alteration of the structure in violation;


3.
To require the removal of work in violation; or


4.
To prevent the use or occupancy of the premises or structure that is not in compliance with the provisions of this code or the technical codes.


A-503.1.1 Immediate hazard: Notwithstanding the provisions of Section A-503.1, nothing shall prevent the code official from instituting appropriate remedies to protect occupants or the public from conditions which pose an immediate threat to health or safety.

A-503.2   Abatement of violation: Whenever any violation of this code or the technical codes or any order issued pursuant thereto is not corrected, the department, in addition to invoking any other sanction or penalty shall be authorized to itself or by contract correct the violation, charge the costs (including administrative costs) thereof to the violator, and with the approval of the Law Department collect the costs by lien or otherwise.


A-503.2.1   Lack of heat: The department is authorized to purchase and supply fuel on an emergency basis to tenants in dwellings between the months of October and May where the following conditions exist:



1.
The owner or operator is required to supply heat under the provisions of the Property Maintenance Code;



2.
The heat in the dwelling does not conform to the minimum requirements of the Property Maintenance Code;



3.
The owner or operator of the dwelling knows or has reason to know that the heat in the dwelling does not conform to the minimum requirements of the Property Maintenance Code; and



4.
The absence of heat creates extreme discomfort, hardship and an imminent peril to health to the tenants which will continue unless fuel is supplied.



If the department purchases fuel on an emergency basis for dwellings, the Law Department is authorized to take appropriate action, in law or equity, to collect the sums expended by the department from the owners or operators. This procedure shall be in addition to any fine, penalty, costs, or other remedy which may be invoked against any owner or operator who violates the minimum heat requirements of the Property Maintenance Code.

SECTION A-504   STOP WORK ORDER

A-504.1   General: The Department is authorized to issue Stop Work Orders directing that erection, construction, alterations, installation, repairs, removal, demolition and other activities cease immediately and that the premises be vacated pending compliance with such orders whenever:


1.
Any structure or part thereof is found to be in a dangerous or unsafe condition due to inadequate maintenance, deterioration, damage by natural causes, fire, or faulty construction that it is likely to cause imminent injury to persons or property.


2.
Any erection, construction, alterations, installation, repairs, removal, demolition or other activity is being performed in or on any structure or premises, or part thereof, contrary to accepted construction practices or in a dangerous or unsafe manner which imperils life, safety or property, constitutes a fire or health hazard, or will interfere with a required inspection.6.10

3.
Any erection, construction, alterations, installation, repairs, removal, demolition or other activity is being performed in or on any structure or premises, or any part thereof, without required permits.

A-504.2   Orders by the Department: The Stop Work Order shall be in writing and shall describe the nature of the dangerous or unsafe condition, the manner of correction and the conditions under which work can be resumed. Where the department observes a condition which creates a hazard to life or property requiring immediate action, an immediate oral order shall have the full effect of the subsequent written order.

A-504.3   Service: The Stop Work Order shall be served on the person from whom action, forbearance or compliance is required and the owner of the premises. Upon notice of the Stop Work Order, all work shall stop immediately and the premises shall be vacated and closed to the public until there has been compliance with the terms of the Stop Work Order.

A-504.4   Posting: The Stop Work Order shall be posted at every entrance to the premises in conspicuous places clearly visible to the public. The Stop Work Order shall remain posted on the premises until the required repairs have been made, the dangerous and unsafe conditions eliminated and required permits obtained.

A-504.5   Police assistance: The department shall promptly notify the Police of the issuance of every Stop Work Order. The Police, upon the request of the department, shall render assistance in the enforcement of any Stop Work Order and shall have the right to enter the premises for such purpose and to arrest anyone violating any Stop Work Order as provided in this Section.

A-504.6   Permit revocation: The department, in addition to issuing a Stop Work Order, shall have the option to revoke any permits which have been previously issued. Revoked permits shall not be reinstated except upon compliance with the terms of the Stop Work Order and payment of required fees.

A-504.7   Prohibited conduct: It shall be a violation of this Section for any person with knowledge of a Stop Work Order to:


1.
Continue any work in or about any structure or premises, or part thereof, after a Stop Work Order has been issued, except work required to correct the dangerous or unsafe conditions described in the Stop Work Order;


2.
Enter any structure or premises, or part thereof, on which a Stop Work Order has been posted, except for the purpose of correcting the dangerous or unsafe conditions described in the Stop Work Order;


3.
Permit any structure or premises, or part thereof, to be occupied by the public until the Stop Work Order has been lifted by the department;


4.
Remove, damage, alter or deface any Stop Work Order;


5.
Resist or interfere with any inspector or other official in the performance of their duties or the enforcement of any provision of this section.

A-504.8   Penalties: Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 6 of this code, a violation of this section shall be punishable as follows:


1.
Any violation of this section shall constitute a summary offense and any person upon conviction shall be subject to a fine of $300.00 for each offense.


2.
Any person who violates Section A-504.7 shall be subject to immediate arrest by Police and issued a citation and summons in such a manner as provided by the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure applicable in Philadelphia to summary offenses.


3.
Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense for which the violator is subject to arrest, citation and summons; and fine.

SECTION A-505   CEASE OPERATIONS ORDER

A-505.1   General: The department and the Fire Department are authorized to issue Cease Operations Orders directing that use and other activities cease immediately and that the premises be vacated pending compliance with such orders whenever:


1.
Any occupancy, use or other activity is being performed in or on any building, structure or land, or any part thereof, without required Zoning and/or Use Registration permits, Certificate of Occupancy or other permits;


2.
There is actual or potential danger to the building occupants or those in the proximity of any structure or premises because of explosives, explosive fumes or vapors or the presence of toxic fumes, gases or materials, or operation of defective or dangerous equipment;


3.
Any structure or part thereof is found to be in a dangerous or unsafe condition due to inadequate maintenance, deterioration, damage by natural causes, fire or faulty construction that it is likely to cause imminent injury to persons or property.


4.
Any condition is observed which presents an immediate danger to life or property.


5.
Any unsafe or unsanitary condition is observed which presents an immediate danger to the health of the occupants of any abutting premises due to the presence of raw sewage, garbage, rubbish or infestation.

A-505.2   Orders: The Cease Operations Order shall be in writing and shall describe the occupancy, use or other activity that is being performed without required permits or certificates or which presents a danger, the manner of correction and the conditions under which occupancy, use or other activity can be resumed. If the code official observes a condition which requires immediate action, an immediate oral order shall have the full effect of the subsequent written order.

A-505.3   Service: The Cease Operations Order shall be served on the person from whom action, forbearance or compliance is required and the owner of the premises. Upon notice of the Cease Operations Order all occupancy, use or other activity shall stop immediately and the premises shall be vacated of all employees, patrons and occupants until there has been compliance with the terms of the Cease Operations Order.

A-505.4   Posting: The Cease Operations Order shall be posted at every entrance to the premises in conspicuous places clearly visible to the public. The Cease Operations Order shall remain posted on the premises until removal by the code official upon compliance with its terms.

A-505.5   Additional violations upon reinspection: If upon reinspection, the code official discovers additional violations which present an immediate danger to life or property, a new Cease Operations Order shall be issued which shall include the additional violations as well as the previously stated violations which are not in compliance.

A-505.6   Police assistance: The code official shall promptly notify the Police of the issuance of every Cease Operations Order. The Police, upon the request of the code official, shall render assistance in the enforcement of any Cease Operations Order and shall have the right to enter the premises for such purpose and to arrest anyone violating any Cease Operations Order as provided in this section.

A-505.7   Permit revocation: The department, in addition to issuing a Cease Operations Order, shall have the option to revoke any permits which have been previously issued. Revoked permits shall not be reinstated except upon compliance with the terms of the Cease Operations Order and payment of required fees.

A-505.8   Prohibited conduct: No person with knowledge of a Cease Operations Order shall:


1.
Continue any occupancy, use or other activity in or about any structure or land or part thereof after a Cease Operations Order has been issued, except work required to comply with the Cease Operations Order;


2.
Enter any structure or land, or part thereof on which a Cease Operations Order has been posted, except for the purpose of complying with the Cease Operations Order;


3.
Permit any structure or land, or part thereof to be occupied by the public until the Cease Operations Order has been lifted by the code official;


4.
Remove, damage, alter or deface any Cease Operations Order;


5.
Resist or interfere with any inspector or other official in the performance of their duties or the enforcement of any provision of this section.


6.
Refuse to leave, interfere with the evacuation of other occupants or continue any operation after having been given an evacuation order except such work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition.

A-505.9   Penalties: Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 6 of this code, a violation of this section shall be punishable as follows:


1.
Any violation of this section shall constitute a summary offense and any person upon conviction shall be subject to a fine of $300.00 for each offense;


2.
Any person who violates Section A-505.8 shall be subject to immediate arrest by the Police and issued a citation and summons in such a manner as provided by the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure applicable in Philadelphia to summary offenses;


3.
Each day of violation shall constitute a separate offense for which the violator is subject to arrest, citation and summons, and fine.

SECTION A-506   CODE VIOLATION NOTICES (CVN)7.1
A-506.1   General. The code official is authorized to issue notices of violation for any violation of any provision of this code or the technical codes, pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 1-112 of The Philadelphia Code.

A-506.2   Remittance amount. The amount required to be remitted in response to a notice of violation is twenty-five dollars ($25).

Exceptions: The amount required to be remitted shall be as follows for violation of the following provisions:

	1. Section F-1008.1.8 

   (door operations)…………………
	One hundred dollars ($100.00)

	
	

	2. Section F-1027

   (egress)………………………….
	One hundred dollars ($100.00)

	
	

	3. Section F-401.3

    (notice of fire or fire alarm)……...
	Three hundred dollars ($300.00)

	
	

	4. Section F-1004.3

   (lawful occupancy signs)…………
	One hundred dollars ($100.00) per missing sign

	
	

	5. Section PM-102.6.3

    (notification of license changes)...
	Seventy-five dollars ($75.00)

	
	

	6. Section PM-312.4.1

    (overhanging or encroaching

     tree)……………………………...
	Fifty dollars ($50.00)


CHAPTER 6 PENALTIES

SECTION A-601   FINES

A-601.1   Violation: Any person who shall violate any provision of this code or the technical codes or regulations adopted thereunder; or who shall fail to comply with any order
 issued pursuant to any section thereof, or who shall erect, construct, install, remove, alter or repair a structure, mechanical equipment or system in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the code official or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code or the technical codes, shall be subject to a fine of not less than $150.00 and not more than $300.00 for each offense.

A-601.2   Separate offense: Each day that a violation continues after issuance of a notice or order shall be deemed a separate offense.

SECTION A-602   FACILITY LICENSE

A-602.1   Suspension: Any owner or operator of a facility licensed under this code or the technical codes who has been ordered to pay a fine pursuant to this section and who has not paid such fine within 10 days of imposition of a final order from which all appeals have been exhausted shall have said license suspended and shall cease operations until all fines and costs are paid.

A-602.2   Cease operation: To enforce the provision of Section A-602.1, the department shall, without further notice, issue a Cease Operations Order setting forth the unpaid fines and costs and cause the premises to be vacated of all employees, patrons and occupants until all such fines and costs are paid. Such Cease Operations Order shall otherwise meet the requirements of and be subject to the procedures set forth in Section A-505.0.

SECTION A-603   INDIVIDUAL LICENSE

A-603.1   Suspension: Any person licensed to conduct a trade or practice under this code or the technical codes who has been ordered to pay a fine pursuant to this section and who has not paid such fine within 10 days of imposition of a final order from which all appeals have been exhausted shall have said license suspended and shall stop any work in progress under said license until all fines and costs are paid.

A-603.2   Stop Work Order: To enforce the provision of Section A-603.1, the department shall, without further notice, issue a Stop Work Order at each location where work is in progress under said license. The Stop Work Order shall set forth the unpaid fines and costs and shall otherwise meet the requirements and be subject to the procedures set forth in Section A-504.0.

A-603.3   Willful violation: The department is authorized to suspend or revoke a trade or practice license for willful violation of this code or the technical codes.

SECTION A-604   COMPLIANCE REQUIRED

A-604.1   Penalty not withstanding: The imposition of any penalty imposed by this chapter shall not relieve the violator from compliance with the notice of violation; nor shall it prevent the department from instituting any appropriate action to prevent unlawful construction or to restrain, correct or abate a violation, or to prevent illegal occupancy or use of a building, structure or premises or to stop an illegal act, conduct, business or occupancy of a building or structure or operation of mechanical equipment or systems on or about any premises.

CHAPTER 7 CERTIFICATES AND APPROVALS

SECTION A-701   CERTIFICATE OF OCCU​PANCY8.1
A-701.1   General: A certificate of occupancy, indicating compliance with permits and construction documents, shall be obtained prior to occupancy of a building in the following cases:


1.
Erection of a new building,


2.
Erection of an addition to a building,


3.
Change from one Occupancy Group to another.

Exception: A certificate of occupancy for change in non-residential Occupancy Group shall not be required under the following conditions:


1.
The gross building floor area does not exceed 2,000 square feet (186 m2) per floor; and


2.
The part of the building changed requires no substantial increase in live loads; and


3.
The part of the building changed requires no increase in occupancy load, or the occupant load for the new use does not exceed 100 persons.

A-701.2   Review and approval: In each case where a Certificate of Occupancy is required by Section A-701.1, construction documents shall be submitted as prescribed in Section A-301.6 for review by the department for conformance to the Building Code in effect at the time of application. Upon approval, the code official shall prepare the certificate in accordance with this section and procedures of the department. A maximum of one building as defined by the Building Code shall be included on any one certificate.

A-701.3   Issuance: Upon successful completion of the final inspection in accordance with Section A-402.6 and within five business days thereafter, the certificate of occupancy shall be issued by the code official. The certificate shall be available for inspection by the code official at any reasonable time.


A-701.3.1   Health care facilities. The code official shall not issue a Certificate of Occupancy for a health care facility until the Pennsylvania Department of Health has approved the occupancy under 28 Pa. Code § 51.5.

A-701.4   Contents of certificate: The certificate of occupancy shall include a statement that the described portion of the structure has been inspected for compliance with the applicable code requirements for the occupancy and division of occupancy and the use for which the proposed occupancy is classified and shall specify the following:


1.
The address of the building and census tract.


2.
The location within the building if for part of a building.


3.
The edition of the code under which the permit was issued.


4.
The use(s) and Occupancy Group(s) in accordance with the Building Code.


5.
The type of construction as defined by the Building Code.


6.
If and where an automatic sprinkler system is provided and whether it is required.


7.
If a standpipe system is provided and whether it is required.


8.
Any variances or special conditions.


9.
The application, permit and plan numbers.


10.
The date of the final inspection.


11.
The name and address of the owner.


12.
The printed name and signature of the code official.

A-701.5   Partial or temporary occupancy: Upon request of the applicant, a temporary or partial certificate of occupancy shall be issued to occupy the premises or a portion of the premises before completion of the entire work or operation covered by the permit provided that such portion or portions will be occupied safely prior to full completion of the structure or installation of equipment and systems without endangering life or public welfare. Such issuance shall be in accordance with departmental procedures and the code official shall notify the applicant of any limitations or restrictions imposed by the partial or temporary occupancy.

A-701.6   Posting: Either the original or a true copy of the Certificate of Occupancy shall be posted in each building, available to inspection.

Exceptions:


1.
Buildings of Group R-3 occupancy;


2.
Buildings of Group R-2 occupancy which have no management office on premises.

A-701.7   Revocation: The code official is authorized to, in writing, suspend or revoke a certificate of occupancy issued under the provisions of this code and the technical codes wherever the certificate is issued in error or on the basis of incorrect information supplied.

SECTION A-702   CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL8.2
A-702.1   General: A certificate of approval shall be issued by the code official upon completion of the final inspection in accordance with Section A-402.6 for permits issued pursuant to the Philadelphia Building, Construction and Occupancy Code for which a certificate of occupancy is not issued.

Exception: Fast-form building permits.

A-702.2   Contents of certificate: The certificate of approval shall specify the following:


1.
The address of the building and the census tract.


2.
The location within the building if for part of a building.


3.
The edition of the code under which the permit was issued.


4.
The occupancy(ies) of the space covered by the permit.


5.
The application, permit and plan numbers.

A-702.3   Inspection: The certificate shall be available for inspection by the code official at any reasonable time.

SECTION A-703   SPECIAL CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION8.3
A-703.1   Special occupancy requirement for structures in Group E occupancy: No structure in Group E occupancy, the Educational occupancy, as defined in Subcode “B” of Title 4 owned or operated by an entity to which the City provides substantial funding, shall be occupied unless a current special certificate of inspection has been issued in connection with such structure.8.4
Exception:
Day care facilities that are not part of a school are not regulated under this subsection.

A-703.2   Issuance of special certificates of inspection: Special certificates of inspection shall be issued on the following basis:


1.
A special certificate of inspection shall be valid for no more than a single one year period, between August 1 of a given year and July 31 of the following year;


2.
For use at the start of such one year period on August 1, such special certificate must be obtained during the nine month period between November 1 and August 1 immediately preceding the beginning of the one year period; 


3.
A certificate obtained after the one year period has started on August 1 is valid only for the remainder of that one year period; 


4.
 The Department shall not issue a special certificate of inspection unless the building has been inspected for fire, safety, electrical, lead paint, water quality and all other property-related hazards and:



A.
the Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections has certified that the building is in substantial compliance with the fire, safety and all other property-related requirements of this Code and that the building can be occupied safely without endangering life or public safety or welfare;



B.
the Health Department has certified that the building is in substantial compliance with applicable water quality requirements of the Health Department and lead paint requirements of this Code and that the building can be occupied safely without endangering life or public safety or welfare; 



C.
the owner of the building or its agent has provided either a certification from an Electrical Inspection Agency licensed by the City or, if the owner of the structure employs, on a full-time basis, an electrician licensed by the City, a certification from such electrician that is also signed by a person with supervisory authority over the electrician, such as a facilities manager, operations manager, or chief operating officer, that the building is in substantial compliance with the provisions of the Philadelphia Electrical Code. 


5.
The contents of special certificates of inspection issued under this subsection shall be made available for inspection by the Department and shall contain the following information:



A.
The name of the owner of the building; 



B.
The address of the building; 



C.
The location of automatic fire sprinkler system(s), if any;



D.
Location and type of fire alarm system(s), if any;



E.
Location of fire standpipe system(s), if any;



F.
If provided for only a portion of the building, a description of the 
portion of the building covered by the certificate of inspection; 



G.
The time period for which it has been issued.


6.
Upon the request of the owner of the structure, a partial special certificate of inspection shall be issued to occupy a portion of the premises upon certification by the Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections that such portion of the premises has been certified to be in substantial compliance with fire, safety, electrical, lead paint, water quality and other property-related requirements provided that such portion or portions can be occupied safely prior to correction of the defect preventing full certification without endangering life or public safety or welfare. Such issuance shall be in accordance with procedures established by the Department and the code official shall notify the applicant of any limitations or restrictions imposed by the partial occupancy; and 


7.
 No fee shall be charged by the City for the issuance of special certificates of inspection or the inspections performed by the City in connection therewith.

A-703.3   Reporting Requirement. On August 15 of each year, the Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections shall provide the following information in a report to the Mayor, the President of City Council, and the owner or person responsible for each structure, including the Superintendent of Schools, and shall provide a copy to the Chief Clerk of City Council, containing the following information:


1.
The names and addresses of the structures in Group E occupancy for which a special certificate of inspection under subsection A-703.1 is required to permit occupancy;8.5

2.
The list of structures for which certification is required shall be divided into three subgroups: structures for which certification pursuant to subsection A-703 has been issued; structures for which partial certification has been issued; and structures for which certification has not been issued;


3.
In connection with the listing of structures for which certification has been issued, the listing shall include, for each of the structures, a description of the conditions, if any, that bring the structure out of total compliance with the fire, safety, electrical, lead paint and all other property-related requirements of this Code and any applicable water quality requirements of the Health Department, but which do not prevent certification that the building can be occupied safely without endangering life or public safety or welfare. 


4.
In connection with the listing of structures for which partial certification has been issued or for which certification has not been issued, the listing shall include a description of the fire, safety, electrical, lead paint, water quality and other property-related requirements that prevented full certification and a description of the actions that must be taken by the owner of the structure to obtain full certification. Such description shall also include a description of the conditions, if any, that bring the structure out of total compliance with the fire, safety, electrical, lead paint and all other property-related requirements of this Code and any applicable water quality requirements of the Health Department, but which do not themselves prevent certification that the building can be occupied safely without endangering life or public safety or welfare.


5.
The Health Department and any Electrical Inspection Agency or electrician involved in inspection of the structure shall provide to the Department of Licenses & Inspections any information in its possession relevant to such reports within ten days of the inspection. 

CHAPTER 8   APPEALS AND VARIANCES

SECTION A-801   TECHNICAL APPEALS

A-801.1   Right of appeal: Any person who is directly aggrieved by the issuance, transfer, renewal, refusal, suspension, revocation or cancellation of any license issued pursuant to this code and the technical codes (except licenses issued pursuant to the Property Maintenance Code); by a refusal of permit pursuant to this code and the technical codes; or by any notice, order or other action by the code official as a result of any inspection pursuant to this code and the technical codes, shall have the right to appeal to the appropriate technical board as set forth in Section A-802.1.

A-801.2   Application for appeal: Appeals shall be filed in writing on forms provided by the department in accordance with procedures established by the department and/or the appeal boards. The appeal shall be accompanied by the required fee and a copy of the violation or permit refusal notice when applicable. The appeal shall be filed within 30 days of the date of the action being appealed.

Exception: Appeals from unsafe or imminently dangerous designations by the department shall be filed within 5 days of the date of such notice.

A-801.3   Basis for appeal:8.6 An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that:


1.
The true intent of the applicable code or regulations adopted thereunder has been incorrectly interpreted;


2.
The provisions of the code do not fully apply; or


3.
An equivalent form of construction or installation is proposed.

A-801.4   Public hearing:8.7 All appeals considered by the technical boards shall be heard in public at such times and locations scheduled by the boards. The appellant, the owner or the owner’s agent, and the code official shall be notified of the date, time and place of the hearing. The board shall recommend to:


1.
Deny the request in whole or in part;


2.
Grant the request in whole or in part; or


3.
Grant the request upon certain conditions being satisfied.

SECTION A-802   TECHNICAL BOARDS8.8
A-802.1   General: Appeals filed pursuant to Section A-801 shall be submitted to the technical board specified in Table A-802.1. The code official shall transmit to such board all the documents, or photocopies thereof, which constitute the record upon which the action appealed from was taken and the reasons for said action.

	TABLE A-802.1

TECHNICAL APPEAL BOARDS

	Subject Code
	Technical Appeal Board

	Building Code

Electrical Code

Energy Conservation Code

Existing Building Code

Fuel Gas Code

Mechanical Code

Performance Code for 
Buildings and 
Facilities

Plumbing Code

Property Maintenance Code

Residential Code
	Board of Building Standards

	Building and Residential Codes - Accessibility for the physically disabled
	Pennsylvania Accessibility Advisory Board

	Fire Code
	Board of Safety and Fire Prevention

	Zoning Code
	Zoning Board of Adjustment


A-802.2   Variances: Variances from the technical codes shall be granted subject to the provisions of Sections A-802.2.1 through A-802.2.5, shall be in writing and shall be available for public inspection in the department.


A-802.2.1 Board of Building Standards: The commissioner of the Department is authorized to grant an extension of time or a variance from the requirements of the Building, Electrical, Energy Conservation, Existing Building, Fuel Gas, Mechanical, Performance, Plumbing, Property Maintenance and Residential Codes upon the written recommendation of a majority of the Board of Building Standards, as established by provisions of the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter.



A-802.2.1.1 Board recommen​dation: Recommendation for an extension of time or a variance from a technical code by the Board of Building Standards shall be made upon written petition by, or on behalf of, the owner where there is a finding that:



1.
The variance will fulfill the intent of the code; and



2.
Literal enforcement will result in unique and unnecessary hardship or extraordinary conditions make literal compliance impractical; and



3.
The variance will not be an unreasonable deviation from the requirements of the code; and



4.
In the case of a variance in an area prone to flooding, the considerations and conditions for issuance set forth in Appendix G of the Philadelphia Building Code are satisfied; and



5.
In the case of buildings designated as historic pursuant to Section 14-2007 of The Philadelphia Code or listed in the National Register of Historic Places, where strict compliance with a provision of this Title would interfere with the historic character of the property, the variance does not constitute a material life safety hazard; and



6.
In the case of the request for an extension of time, efforts are being made to come into compliance as quickly as possible.


A-802.2.1.2   Flood plain: In such case where the Board of Building Standards shall recommend a variance to construct a structure below the Regulatory Flood Elevation, the owner shall be notified in writing that the variance will result in increased premium rates for flood insurance and an increased risk to property and life. The Board of Building Standards shall maintain a record of all variance actions within the flood plain and justification therefor, and shall report such variances issued in an annual report to the Administrator of the Federal Insurance Administration.



A-802.2.1.3   Determination of substantial improvement in areas prone to flooding: When the code official provides a finding to the Board of Building Standards regarding a residential building or structure regulated by the Philadelphia Residential Code as required in Section A-302.1.2, the Board of Building Standards shall determine whether the value of the proposed work constitutes a substantial improvement. A substantial improvement means any repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or improvement of a building or structure, the cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the building or structure before the improvement or repair is started. If the building or structure has sustained substantial damage, all repairs are considered substantial improvement regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not include:



1.
Improvements of a building or structure required to correct existing health, sanitary or safety code violations identified by the code official and which are the minimum necessary to assure safe living conditions; or



2.
Any alteration of an historic building or structure provided that the alteration will not preclude the continued designation as an historic building or structure. For the purpose of this exclusion, an historic building is:




2.1   Listed or preliminarily determined to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places; or




2.2   Determined by the Secretary of the U. S. Department of Interior as contributing to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined to qualify as an historic district; or




2.3   Designated as historic under Section 14-2007 of The Philadelphia Code.



A-802.2.1.4   Advisory input: The Board of Building Standards shall consider advice from the Electrical Advisory Board and Plumbing Advisory Board when hearing appeals from the Electrical Code and Plumbing Code respectively where such advice is submitted.


A-802.2.2   Accessibility Advisory Board: Pursuant to the Act (35 P.S. § 7210.301(a)(3)), the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry (Secretary) has the exclusive power to grant modifications and extensions of time and decide issues of technical infeasibility under Chapter 11 (Accessibility) of the Philadelphia Building Code and other accessibility requirements contained in or referenced by the Philadelphia Building Construction and Occupancy Code for individual projects.



A-802.2.2.1   Variance requests. Pursuant to the Act, the Secretary will review all applications for modifications or variances of Chapter 11 (Accessibility) of the Philadelphia Building Code and any other accessibility requirements contained in or referenced by the Philadelphia Building Construction and Occupancy Code. The Pennsylvania Accessibility Advisory Board will advise the Secretary whether modification or variance should be granted or whether compliance is technically infeasible.



A-802.2.2.2   Code official’s decisions. Pursuant to the Act, the Secretary will hear appeals from decisions of code officials; recommend modifications or variances, or extensions of time. An appeal of a decision of a code official will be based on a claim that the true intent of the Act or the Building Construction and Occupancy Code was incorrectly interpreted, the Act does not apply, or an equivalent form of construction is to be used.



A-802.2.2.3   Filing of appeal. An owner or owner’s agent shall file an appeal regarding accessibility provisions with the Pennsylvania Accessibility Advisory Board on a form provided by the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry.



A-802.2.2.4   Stay of enforcement. An appeal to the Pennsylvania Accessibility Advisory Board will automatically suspend an action to enforce an order to correct except where there is an unsafe building, structure or equipment.


A-802.2.3   Board of Safety and Fire Prevention: The Fire Commissioner is authorized to grant an extension of time or a variance from the requirements of the Fire Code upon the written recommendation of a majority of the Board of Safety and Fire Prevention.



A-802.2.3.1   Board recommendation: Recommendation for an extension of time or a variance from the Fire Code by the Board of Safety and Fire Prevention shall be made upon written petition by, or on behalf of, the owner where there is a finding that:



1.
The variance will fulfill the intent of the code; and



2.
Literal enforcement will result in unique and unnecessary hardship or extraordinary conditions make literal compliance impractical; and



3.
The variance will not be an unreasonable deviation from the requirements of the code; and



4.
In the case of buildings designated as historic pursuant to Section 14-2007 of The Philadelphia Code or listed in the National Register of Historic Places, where strict compliance with a provision of this Title would interfere with the historic character of the property, the variance does not constitute a material life safety hazard; and



5.
In the case of a request for an extension of time, efforts are being made to come into compliance as quickly as possible.


A-802.2.4   Zoning Board of Adjustment: The Zoning Board of Adjustment is authorized to hear and decide appeals in zoning matters in accordance with provisions of Section 5-1006 of the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter, the Zoning Code and regulations pursuant thereto.

A-802.3   Code compliance: Compliance with a variance issued by the Fire Commissioner, Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or the Zoning Board of Adjustment shall be considered in compliance with the code from which the variance is granted.

A-802.4   Further appeal: Any person who has had a variance appeal hearing and has been denied a variance shall have the right to appeal that decision to the Court of Common Pleas within 30 days of the date of the notice of decision.

SECTION A-803   NON-TECHNICAL APPEALS

A-803.1   Right of appeal: Any person who has been denied a hearing before a technical board; or who is aggrieved by the issuance, transfer, renewal, refusal, suspension, revocation or cancellation of any City license which is not listed for appeal to a technical board in Section A-801.1; or who is aggrieved by a notice, order or other action of the department relative to this code or the technical codes which is not listed for appeal to a technical board in Section A-801.1, shall have the right to appeal to the Board of License and Inspection Review.

Exception: All zoning matters are appealed to the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

A-803.2   Application for appeal: Appeals shall be filed in writing on forms provided by the code official in accordance with procedures established by the code official and/or the board. The appeal shall be accompanied by a copy of the notice, order or other document which is the subject of appeal as applicable. The appeal shall be filed within 30 days of the date of the action being appealed.

A-803.3   Public hearing: All appeals considered by the board shall be heard in public at such times and locations scheduled by the board.

SECTION A-804   BOARD OF LICENSE AND INSPECTION REVIEW

A-804.1   Decisions: The Board of License and Inspection Review shall, by a majority vote, affirm, modify, reverse, vacate or revoke the notice, order or action from which an appeal is taken; however, the board shall not have the authority to grant variances from the technical provisions of the technical codes.

A-804.2   Record: Each decision of the board shall be in writing and shall be available for public inspection in the department.

SECTION A-805   ACTION PENDING APPEAL

A-805.1   Stay of action: Whenever an appeal filed pursuant to Sections A-801.0 or A-803.0 is pending, compliance with the decision, notice of violation, order, or license suspension or revocation which is the subject of appeal shall not be required except as provided in Section A-805.2.

A-805.2   Compliance action: An appeal shall not constitute a stay of proceedings by the department or the Fire Department where either department finds and certifies in writing that the violation is intentional or that there exists a condition of immediate danger or hazard to health, safety or welfare which requires immediate compliance. An appeal shall not constitute grounds for lifting a Stop Work Order or Cease Operations Order.

CHAPTER 9 FEES

SECTION A-901   GENERAL

A-901.1   Reference: All permits, licenses, certificates and services established by the technical codes for which the City has established a fee, shall be subject to such fee as set forth in this chapter.

A-901.2   Pre-requisite: An application shall not be accepted, a permit, license or certificate shall not be issued, nor a listed service performed until the designated fees have been paid.

A-901.3   Multiple fees: The payment of the fee for a particular permit, license or service shall not relieve the permit holder, license holder or applicant from the payment of fees that are prescribed for other permits, licenses and services associated with the project or premises.

A-901.4   Frequency: License fees are annual with the license year as determined by the department and permit fees are per occasion unless indicated otherwise. Service and miscellaneous fees are as stated.

A-901.5   Refund of permit fees: Where the work authorized by a permit is not commenced, a request for refund of the permit fee shall be accepted on forms provided by the department within one year from the date of permit issuance. An approved refund shall not exceed 50 percent of the permit fee minus any non-refundable filing fee prescribed by this chapter.

A-901.6   Fee Basis: Permit and occupancy fees shall be calculated separately for each property.

A-901.7   Filing fees: The department is authorized to require a non-refundable filing fee to be charged upon application for permits. The amount of the fees shall be determined by regulations of the department. Such filing fees shall be applied as a credit to the appropriate permit fee.

A-901.8   Rough-in permits: The Department is authorized to issue permits for the rough-in of various utility systems, service systems and other building systems or elements as authorized by the Department from time to time, where such work is applied for in advance of the application for the complete system or element installation. Each type of system or element shall be applied for separately and shall require a permit fee of $125.00.

A-901.9   Annual permits: Where annual permits are issued pursuant to Section A-302.7, the fee shall be $1250.00 per annum, payable on a schedule established by the Department.

A-901.10   Accelerated plan review: The department is authorized to provide accelerated review of plans associated with the issuance of building, zoning, and electrical permits. The fee for this service shall be in addition to any permit fee set forth in this Chapter. The fee shall be paid at the time an accelerated review is requested, and is not refundable. The fees for accelerated reviews shall be established by the department by regulation and published in appropriate schedules.

A-901.11   Administrative fees: For items that require the Department to perform administratively, the fee schedule is listed below:

	For amending or transferring permits……....
	$50.00

	
	

	For review of building plans and department records more than one year old………….....
	$50.00

	
	

	For copies of licenses, permits and certificates………………………………...
	$15.00

	
	

	For replacement of a photo ID license, certificate or permit………………………...
	$25.00

	
	

	For processing a permit extension request…………………………………….
	$50.00

	
Exception: Owner occupied one-
family dwellings…….………………...
	No fee

	
	

	For processing a permit reinstatement request……………………………………...
	$50.00

	
	

	
Exception: Owner occupied one-
family dwellings…....…………….…...
	No fee

	
	

	For the review of a zoning archive file…......
	$50.00

	
	

	For the first twelve pages of copies made from the contents of one zoning record…….
	No fee

	
	

	For each additional page copied from a zoning record……….……………………....
	$1.00


A-901.12   Inspection fee: The Department is authorized to charge inspection fees in accordance with Sections A-901.12.1 and A-901.12.2.


A-901.12.1   Reinspection fee: The Department is authorized to charge a reinspection fee of $50.00 for each additional inspection that is required as a result of the need to re-schedule a scheduled inspection for one or more of the following reasons, and the Department shall have the discretion to require that such fee be paid in advance of any re-inspection:


1.
The work is not constructed in accordance with the applicable code;


2.
The work is not ready for inspection;


3.
Access to the work to be inspected is not provided.


A-901.12.2   Overtime fee: An overtime fee of $50.00 per hour, with a minimum charge of four hours, shall be charged to any person requesting an inspection at any time other than normal working inspection hours.

A-901.13   Work without or in excess of a permit: In addition to the permit fee, an inspection fee equal to the permit fee shall be imposed when work has commenced without first obtaining the required permit(s).

A-901.14   Contract submission: The department is authorized to require the applicant to submit a copy of the original executed contract(s) to validate the declared scope and/or value of construction. Such copy shall be submitted prior to the issuance of the permit or prior to issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy or Certificate of Approval, at the department’s option.

SECTION A-902.0   BUILDING, FUEL GAS AND MECHANICAL CODE FEES

A-902.1   General: Fees for permits, appeals, certificates and administrative services related to activity regulated by the Building, Fuel Gas and Mechanical Codes shall be as set forth in this section.

A-902.2   Construction:
 Permit fees for new construction, additions, alterations, demolition, occupancy and repairs shall be as set forth in Sections A-902.2.1, except as otherwise specified in Sections A-902.2.2 through A-902.2.10.


A-902.2.1   Constructed area:12.1 The permit fee for new construction, additions, alterations and repairs shall be based on the constructed area as follows:

	For new construction and additions:

	
	

	500 square feet or less…………………….
	$100.00

	Greater than 500 square feet………………
	$100.00 

	
	plus $50.00 for each additional 100 square feet or fraction thereof

	

	Exceptions: 

	
	

	
1. For Group R-3 and U Occupancies
	

	500 square feet or less….………………….
	...$25.00

	Greater than 500 square feet………………
	.$25.00

	
	plus $40.00 for each additional 

100 square feet or fraction thereof

	
	

	
2. For Manufactured and Industrialized Housing pursuant to the Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Authorization Act, Act 192 of 1982, P.L. 676 (35 P.S. §§ 1656.1 – 1656.9) and the Industrialized Housing Act, Act 70 of 1972, P.L. 286 (35 P.S. §§ 1651.1 – 1651.12) respectively, the building permit fee shall be $50.00 per transported unit in addition to the fees for any work to be done on site as specified elsewhere in this Chapter.
	


	For alterations and repairs:

	
	

	500 square feet or less…………………….
	$100.00

	Greater than 500 square feet………………
	$100.00 

	
	plus $38.00 for each additional 100 square feet or fraction thereof


Exception: For alterations and repairs, the permit fee shall, at the applicant’s selection, be based upon 2% of the contract value for construction regulated by the Building, Fuel Gas and Mechanical Codes, when such value is substantiated by the submission of a valid contract. The fee so calculated shall not be less than $100.00.


A-902.2.2 Demolition: Fees for permits for demolition shall be $10.00 per 100 square feet or fraction thereof, but shall not exceed $25,000. Where the permit application includes the erection of a new structure at the same site, no demolition fee shall be required.


A-902.2.3 Fast form:12.2 For work included in the Fast Form Building Permit procedure, the fees shall be as set forth in Sections A-902.2.3.1 through A-902.2.3.10.


Exception: The fee for each of the following for a property in Group R-3 occupancy shall be $25.00 per dwelling unit.



A-902.2.3.1 For exterior wall covering:

	4000 square feet or less…….………………
	$50.00

	More than 4000 square feet………………...
	$3.00 

	
	per 100 square feet




A-902.2.3.2 For replacement of roof covering:

	4000 square feet or less…………………
	$50.00

	More than 4000 square feet…………….
	$3.00 

	
	per 100 square feet




A-902.2.3.3 For replacement of windows and doors:

	20 openings or less………………………….
	$50.00

	More than 20 openings………………………
	$3.00 

	
	per opening




A-902.2.3.4 For replacement of a porch floor having a maximum area of:

	200 square feet……………………………...
	$50.00




A-902.2.3.5 For relocation of fire sprinklers:

	20 sprinklers or less….…………………
	  $50.00

	More than 20 sprinklers.…………………
	$3.00 

	
	per sprinkler




A-902.2.3.6 For relocation of HVAC diffusers or registers with flexible connectors:

	20 units or less…………………………
	$50.00

	More than 20 units…….……………….
	$ 3.00

	
	per unit




A-902.2.3.7 For warm air heating apparatus installation connected to a flue or chimney:

	Each unit……………………………………
	$50.00




A-902.2.3.8 For demolition of non-bearing partitions:

	In space 4,000 square feet or less…………..
	$50.00

	In space more than 4,000 square feet………
	$3.00

	
	per 100 square feet




A-902.2.3.9 For the installation of roll-down security gates:

	For each gate……………………………….
	$50.00




A-902.2.3.10 For the installation of ductwork within a single tenant space and the capacity of the equipment is equal to or less than 2000 cfm:

	For each installation………………………..
	$50.00



A-902.2.4   Foundation-only permits: A building permit fee of $100.00 shall be paid prior to the issuance of a permit for the installation of foundations.


A-902.2.5   Miscellaneous items:12.3 Fees for miscellaneous items shall be as listed below:


Exception: The fee for each of the following for a property in Group R-3 occupancy shall be $25.00 per dwelling unit.

	Antennas – Roof- or ground-mounted (each)……………………………………...
	$100.00

	Canopies (each)…………………………...
	$100.00

	Commercial cooling extinguishing systems (each)……………………….……………..
	$100.00

	Commercial cooking exhaust systems and related components (per hood)….………...
	$100.00

	Fence walls – Concrete and masonry……..
	$100.00

	Fences (each) – Non-masonry, exceeding 6 feet high…………………………………...
	$100.00

	Fireplaces – Masonry and factory built (each)……………………………………...
	$100.00

	Harbor structures without buildings (each)……………………………………...
	$500.00

	Marquees (each)…………………………..
	$200.00

	Outdoor decks (each)……………………...
	$100.00

	Ramps……………………………………..
	$100.00

	Retaining walls more than two feet above the lower ground level…………………….
	$100.00

	Sidewalk and shelter platforms (each).…...
	$100.00

	Signs:
	

	Accessory…………………………………
	$100.00

	Outdoor advertising devices………………
	$250.00

	Swimming pools…………………………..
	$100.00



A-902.2.6   Fire Suppression Equipment: For the installation or alteration of fire suppression systems, except for commercial cooking extinguishing systems, the fee shall be as follows:

	For each sprinkler head or suppression nozzle…………………………………….
	$10.00

	For the installation of a backflow prevention device on a fire suppression system (where presented as a separate permit)…………………………………...
	$100.00

	For each standpipe riser (per floor)……...
	$50.00

	For each yard hydrant……………………
	$50.00

	For each fire pump………...…………….
	$250.00



A-902.2.7   Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning (HVAC) Systems:12.4 


For the installation of ductwork the fee shall be $10.00 for each register or diffuser served by the ductwork.


A-902.2.8   Fast Track Permits: For the review of documents submitted under the Fast Track Residential Reconstruction Program, a processing fee of $200.00 shall be added to the building permit fee.


A-902.2.9   Pre-paid Permits: The department is authorized to print application blanks which shall be sold to licensed contractors in the amount of $25.00 and $100.00 each. Such applications, when completed by the contractor, shall be accepted for specific types of work as determined by the department.


A-902.2.10   Undetermined items: For items of construction or alteration that are not included in Sections A-902.2.1 through A-902.2.9, the fee shall be two percent of the total value of construction, but not less than $50.00.

A-902.3   Construction value: The total value of the construction, when required on permit applications and when used to determine fees, shall include the value of all material, labor, engineering and/or architectural fees, and the overhead and profit cost inherent in the contract, whether or not any such items are provided at no cost.

A-902.4   Approval fee schedule: For items submitted to the department for approval, the fees shall be as set forth in Sections A-902.4.1 through A-902.4.5.


A-902.4.1   Preliminary review: For the examination of each set of preliminary drawings, specifications and computations:

	Tenant spaces, individual floors or buildings equal to or less than three stories:
	$300.00

	Each additional story:……………………..
	$50.00



A-902.4.2   New methods and/or materials of construction: For each application for approval of construction material or technique: $500.00 for the initial application and $150.00 dollars for each subsequent year where recurring information is required to be reviewed by the department.


A-902.4.3   Duplicate set of construction drawings: For the approval of a duplicate set of construction drawings, subsequent to issuance of the building permit, a fee of $10.00 per sheet shall be paid. The minimum fee for such an approval is $50.00.


A-902.4.4   Approval of revised drawings: For the review of revised drawings subsequent to issuance of the building permit, a fee of ten $10.00 dollars per sheet shall be paid. The fee shall be based on the total number of sheets contained on one of the three sets of revised drawings submitted for review. The minimum fee for such approval is $50.00.


Exception: There will be no charge for the review of revised drawings submitted for existing owner occupied Group R-3 one- or two-family dwellings, including those that contain a Family Day Care Home.

A-902.5   Appeals: For an appeal to the Board of Building Standards to request a variance, the fee schedule is as follows:


Note: For the purpose of calculating the fee for an appeal to the Board of Building Standards, a story shall be any level of floor area either at, above or below grade.

	For Group R-3, one- or two-family dwellings, including those that contain a Family Day Care Home:……………….
	$50.00

	
	

	For occupancy Groups other than R-3, the fee schedule is based on the building area affected by the refusal, as follows:
	

	
	

	Less than five stories in height and less than 30,000 square feet aggregate floor area……………………………………..
	$100.00

	
	

	Five or more stories in height or more than 30,000 square feet aggregate floor area……………………………………..
	$500.00

	
	

	For special hearings before the Board of Building Standards……………………..
	$1,500.00


A-902.6   Certificate fee schedule: For items where the department issues certifications, the fees shall be as set forth in Section A-902.6.1 through A-902.6.5. These fees shall be paid at the time of filing the application.


A-902.6.1   Certificate of occupancy: For the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy the fee schedule is as follows:

	As part of the Building Permit……………
	No Fee

	Application for a “Certificate of Occupancy” only………………………….
	$100.00

	Application for a “Temporary Certificate of Occupancy”:……………………………
	$250.00



A-902.6.2   Flood plain location certificate: For the written certification of the location of a property in reference to flood prone areas, the fee shall be $50.00.


A-902.6.3   Floor load certificates: The fee for the examination of computations to verify maximum live loads specified in floor live load certificates shall be $100.00 for four stories or less plus $50.00 for each additional story.


A-902.6.4   Special inspector certificate: For the approval and listing of individuals who are retained by the ownership of property to perform inspections in accordance with the provisions of Section B-1705.0 of the Building Code (Special Inspections) the fee schedule is as follows:

	For each original application for listing……
	$25.00

	For each certificate of approval issued*……
	$25.00

	For each annual renewal*…………………..
	$25.00

	For each delinquent annual renewal………..
	$50.00


*
Required for each category in which an inspector is approved to perform a special inspection (concrete, masonry, steel, pile driving, smoke management, etc.).


A-902.6.5   Lawful Occupancy sign: For the review of plans for the initial issue of Lawful Occupancy signs when not part of plan review for building permit and/or Certificate of Occupancy, the fee shall be $100 per building.

SECTION A-903   ELECTRICAL CODE FEES

A-903.1   General: Fees for permits and licenses related to activity regulated by the Electrical Code shall be as set forth in this section.

A-903.2   Electrical permit fees: The permit fee for electrical work shall be $25.00 for each $1,000.00 or fraction thereof of estimated electrical construction costs. The minimum fee shall be $25.00. The maximum fee shall be $7,500.00. The construction costs shall be determined by inclusion of the following: 


1.
All electrical equipment, conductors, conduit, etc.,


2.
All material,


3.
All labor,


4.
Overhead and profit.


A-903.2.1   Pre-paid permits: The department is authorized to print application blanks which shall be sold to licensed electrical contractors in the amount of $25.00 and $50.00 each. Such completed applications shall be accepted by the department for specific types of alteration projects to be determined by the department.

A-903.3   Electrical inspection agent license: The license fee for an electrical inspection agency shall be $1,500.00 for the first year and $1,900.00 for each subsequent year, payable annually.

A-903.4   Electrical inspector license: The fees for obtaining and renewing a license as an electrical inspector shall be as follows:

	
1.
Application:……….……
	$50.00

	
2.
Initial license and annual renewals:…………………………….…….
	$100.00


A-903.5   Electrical contractor license: The fees for obtaining and renewing a license as an electrical contractor shall be as follows:

	
1.
Application:……………...
	$50.00

	
2.
Initial license and annual renewals:…………………………………..
	$100.00



The application fees are in addition to any fees charged by an agency which the department authorizes to administer the examination.

SECTION A-904   FIRE CODE FEES13.1
A-904.1   General: Fees for permits, licenses, appeals and services related to activity regulated by the Fire Code shall be as set forth in this section.

A-904.2   Operational permit: The fee for an Operational Permit shall be based on the number of operations listed in Section F-105.6 of the Fire Code per property as follows:

	Family Child Day Care Home……...……..…$50.00

	
	

	All other occupancies:

	

	
From one to three operations...……..$75.00

	

	
From four to six operations...……...$150.00

	

	
More than six operations..…………$225.00


A-904.3   Assisted operation permit: The fee for an Assisted Operation Permit shall be $300.00 per item as follows:


1.
Transportation of Explosives, 1,000 pounds (454 kg) or  more - per movement


2.
Fireworks Display - Per event, provided that where a single show has a series of performance dates in a theater, sports arena or similar venue, such series of dates shall be considered one event for the purposes of the Assisted Operation Permit, provided there is no change from the approved fireworks or pyrotechnic displays.

A-904.4   Trade license: The annual fee for a Trade or Practice License shall be $75.00 for a Category I license and $200.00 for a Category II license as follows:

	Category

	Fire Suppression Systems

1. Contracting…………………………..........
	II

	
	

	2. Fire Alarm Systems Inspector………........
	II

	
	

	3. Welding or Cutting………………….........
	I

	
	

	4. Transporter of Explosives…………….......
	I

	
	

	5. Use of Explosives…………………….......
	I

	
	

	6. Tank Installation and Repair………….......
	I

	
	

	7. Oil Burner Installation and Repair….........
	I

	
	

	8. Flammable and Combustible Liquid Tank and Equipment Tester………........................
	I


A-904.5   Trade license application: The fee for a Trade or Practice License application and examination shall be $50.00 for the first examination and $25.00 for each subsequent examination for the following:

	
1.
Tank Installation and Repair

	
2.
Oil Burner Installation and Repair


A-904.6   Miscellaneous fees: The fees for services established by, or related to enforcement of the Fire Code shall be as follows:

	
1.
Variance Appeal to the Board of


Safety and Fire Prevention…...…........100.00

per building

	

	
2.
Lawful Occupancy Sign (See


A-902.6.5 for initial use)…...…...........$20.00

for replacement of a

lost or damaged sign

	

	
3.
High-Rise Building


Inspection Fee……………………........$0.01

per square foot per year

	

	
4.
Regulated Facility Hazardous


Chemical Fee….…………………......$75.00

per chemical per year

	

	
5.
Emergency Planning


Fee………………………..................$100.00

per year


SECTION A-905   PLUMBING CODE FEES13.2
A-905.1   General: Fees for permits and licenses related to activity regulated by the Plumbing Code shall be as set forth in this section.

A-905.2   Fixture defined: For the purposes of this section, the term “fixture” shall mean:


1.
Any receptacle, attached to the house drainage system directly or indirectly for receiving drainage from inside or outside of the building; and


2.
Any connection provided for making a fixture adjustment for such receptacle; and


3.
Each privy well; and


4.
Each drainage well; and


5.
Each sewage disposal plant.


A-905.2.1   Laundry trays: Laundry trays, whether of one or more compartments, shall be considered as one fixture.

A-905.3   Plumbing permit fees:13.3 The permit fee for plumbing work shall be as specified in Sections A-905.3.1 through A-905.3.4.


A-905.3.1   New building: The permit fee for construction of plumbing in new buildings or additions shall be $180.00 for the first seven fixtures and $18.00 for each additional fixture, including drainage and water piping.


A-905.3.2   Existing buildings: The permit fee for construction or reconstruction of plumbing in existing buildings shall be $50.00 for the first seven fixtures and $20.00 for each additional fixture.


A-905.3.3   Existing fixtures: The permit fee for installation of piping to existing fixtures shall be $50.00 for the first seven fixtures. For each additional fixture, the fee shall be $5.00 per water line and $10.00 per waste line.


A-905.3.4   Water distribution: The permit fee for the installation of water distribution pipe from the curb stop or wells to the interior of the building shall be as follows:

	3/4-inch to 1-1/2 inch 


pipe………………….…...$75.00

	2 and 3-inch 


pipe………..……………..$95.00

	4-inch and larger 


pipe……………..………$125.00


A-905.4   Pre-paid permits:13.4 The department is authorized to print application blanks which shall be sold to registered Master Plumbers for the sum of $25.00, $50.00 or $75.00 each. Such completed applications shall be accepted by the department for replacements and installations as payment of the fees herein provided. The purchase of a $25.00 permit shall allow for the replacement of a lateral and house trap in an existing one family dwelling. The purchase of a $50.00 permit shall allow the installation or replacement of a lateral, house trap, house drain, stack, area drain, rainwater conductor and waste lines up to 7 fixtures in existing one-family dwellings. The purchase of a $75.00 permit shall allow the installation, repair or replacement of water distribution pipe ¾″ or less, together with the additional installation, repair or replacement of a lateral up to 6″ provided the required street opening and footway permits are obtained.

SECTION A-906   PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE FEES

A-906.1   General: Fees for licenses related to activity regulated by the Property Maintenance Code shall be as set forth in this section.

A-906.2   Housing inspection license:
 The annual license fee to operate any residential dwelling for rental or lodging purposes, including but not limited to any one-family, two-family or multiple dwelling or any rooming house, shall be $30.00 for each dwelling or rooming unit with a maximum annual fee of $12,000 per dwelling.


A-906.2.1   Owner unit exemption:15 For one and two-family dwellings, the $30.00 license fee is waived for a dwelling unit occupied by an owner listed on the title deed to the property. 


A-906.2.2   Agency fee: The maximum annual aggregate fee paid by an agency or authority in the business of providing low cost or public housing shall be $250,000.00.

A-906.3   Vacant property license:16 The annual license fee to own a vacant lot, vacant building or vacant wharf, pier or dock shall be $30.00 per vacant lot and $30.00 per vacant structure.

A-906.4   Removal of exemption:16.1 The license for the proper number of units shall be obtained and the related fee paid not later than ten days following the vacating by an owner of a unit exempted by Section A-906.2.1.

SUBCODE “B” (THE PHILADELPHIA BUILDING CODE)17
Article B-1.0  Adoption of the “2003 International Building Code” with additions, deletions and amendments.
§B-1.1   The “2003 International Building Code” as published by the International Code Council is hereby adopted as the Building Code of the City of Philadelphia, with such additions, deletions and amendments as set forth in §B-1.2.

§B-1.2   The 2003 International Building Code, copies of which are on file with the Department of Licenses and Inspections, is incorporated as if fully set forth herein, subject to the following additions, deletions and amendments.


§B-1.2.1   [Brackets] indicate matter deleted. Italics indicate matter added.


§B-1.2.2   The numbers of all sections and subsections shall be preceded with the prefix 

“B-.”


§B-1.2.3   Throughout the code, references to “International” codes or “ICC” codes shall be deemed to refer to the “Philadelphia” codes of the same name.


§B-1.2.4   THE 2003 INTERNA​TIONAL BUILDING CODE:

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION

(Delete text of the Chapter in its entirety and substitute as follows)

SECTION B-101   GENERAL

B-101.1   Title. These provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Building Code and shall be cited as such and will be referred to herein as “this code.”

B-101.2   Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, maintenance, removal and demolition of every building or structure or any appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or structures.

Exceptions:


1.
Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories above grade plane in height with a separate means of egress and their accessory structures shall comply with the Residential Code.


2.
Existing buildings undergoing repair, alterations, additions or change of occupancy shall be permitted to comply with the Existing Building Code.


B-101.2.1   Appendices. Provisions in the appendices shall not apply unless specifically adopted. Appendices E, F, G, H and I are hereby adopted.

B-101.3   Intent. The purpose of this code is to establish the minimum requirements to safeguard the public safety, health and general welfare through structural strength, means of egress facilities, stability, sanitation, light and ventilation, energy conservation, and safety to life and property from fire and other hazards attributed to the built environment and to provide safety to fire fighters and emergency responders during emergency operations.

B-101.4   Administrative provisions. This chapter contains those provisions that are unique to the administration of this code. All other administrative provisions applicable to this code are as set forth in the Philadelphia Administrative Code.

SECTION B-102   TEMPORARY STRUCTURES AND USES

B-102.1   General. The code official is authorized to issue a permit for temporary structures and temporary uses. Such permits shall be limited as to time of service, but shall not be permitted for more than 180 days. The code official is authorized to grant extensions for demonstrated cause.

B-102.2   Conformance. Temporary; structures and uses shall conform to the structural strength, fire safety, means of egress, accessibility, light, ventilation and sanitary requirements of this code as necessary to ensure the public health, safety and general welfare.

B-102.3   Temporary power. The code official is authorized to give permission to temporarily supply and use power in part of an electric installation before such installation has been fully completed and the final approval has been issued. The part covered by the temporary approval shall comply with the requirements specified for temporary lighting, heat or power in the Philadelphia Electrical Code.

B-102.4   Termination of approval. The code official is authorized to terminate such permit for a temporary structure or use and to order the temporary structure or use to be discontinued.

CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

SECTION B-202   DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

BUILDING OFFICIAL. The [officer or other designated authority] Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or a duly authorized representative, charged with the administration and enforcement of this code[, or a duly authorized representative]. This term is interchangeable with the term “code official.”

*
*
*

SOCIAL ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES. Dancing, entertainment by live music or a disc jockey, observing a theatrical or other performance or similar activities. The phrase shall not include the consumption of food and beverages, listening to a speaker or lecture, watching television, watching or participating in athletic events, or other similar activities.

*
*
*

Special Assembly Occupancy. One of the following if 50 or more people congregate primarily for social entertainment purposes at such location at one or more times during the course of any year: nightclub; discotheque; cabaret; tavern; bar; restaurant; private club; banquet hall; and similar place of assembly without primarily fixed seating.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 3

USE AND OCCUPANCY CLASSIFICATION

*
*
*

SECTION B-310   RESIDENTIAL GROUP R

*
*
*

B-310.1   Residential Group R. Residential Group R includes, among others, the use of a building or structure, or a portion thereof, for sleeping purposes when not classified as an Institutional Group I. Residential occupancies shall include the following:

*
*
*

R-3   Residential occupancies where the occupants are primarily permanent in nature and not classified as R-1, R-2, R-4 or I and where buildings do not contain more than two dwelling units as applicable in Section B-101.2, or adult and child care facilities that provide accommodations for five or fewer persons of any age for less than 24 hours. Adult and child care facilities that are within a single-family home are permitted to comply with the International Residential Code in accordance with Section B-101.2.

Pursuant to the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code Act, a dwelling unit where child day-care services are provided for less than 24 hours for 12 or fewer children is an R-3 occupancy where the dwelling unit is used primarily as a private residence and the provision of day care services is accessory to the principal use of the dwelling unit as a residence (See Section B-420).

*
*
*

CHAPTER 4

SPECIAL DETAILED REQUIREMENTS BASED ON USE AND OCCUPANCY

*
*
*

SECTION 402   COVERED MALL BUILDINGS

*
*
*

B-402.3   Lease plan. Each covered mall building owner shall [provide] maintain on the premises and readily available to both the building and fire departments [with] a lease plan showing the location of each occupancy and its exits after the certificate of occupancy has been issued. No modifications or changes in occupancy or use shall be made from that shown on the lease plan without prior approval of the building official.

*
*
*

SECTION B-403 HIGH-RISE BUILDINGS

*
*
*

B-403.12   Stairway door operation. Stairway doors other than the exit discharge doors shall be permitted to be locked from stairway side. Stairway doors that are locked from the stairway side shall be capable of being unlocked simultaneously without unlatching upon a signal from the fire command center where the fire command center is continuously staffed during any occupancy, or upon power failure. Where the fire command center is not continuously staffed during occupancy, the stairway doors shall unlock upon activation of the building fire alarm system or upon power failure.

*
*
*

SECTION B-406   MOTOR-RELATED OCCUPANCIES

*
*
*


B-406.4.2   Ventilation. A mechanical ventilation system shall be provided in accordance with the International Mechanical Code and Air Management Regulation XII as promulgated by the City of Philadelphia’s Department of Public Health.

*
*
*

SECTION B-419   STORAGE OF REFUSE

B-419.1   General. Provisions for storage of refuse in new and existing buildings shall comply with the provisions of this section.

B-419.2   New uses. No new buildings and no changes in occupancy group of any existing building, where the use of the building will generate refuse as defined in Section 9-604 of The Philadelphia Code and which is to be disposed of by use of a dumpster as defined in Section 9-604 of The Philadelphia Code, shall be permitted unless indoor storage of refuse is provided for in accordance with regulations promulgated by the Department of Licenses and Inspections.

B-419.3   Existing uses. All buildings which contain uses which generate refuse, as defined in Section 9-604 of The Philadelphia Code, which are, on December 19, 1989, disposed of by use of a dumpster as defined in Section 9-604 of the Code, shall, where there is sufficient space available on the premises of the building, keep all dumpsters within enclosures constructed in accordance with regulations promulgated by the Department of Licenses and Inspections. In the event that a dumpster is maintained off the building premises on December 19, 1989, such dumpster shall not be enclosed and is permitted to be so maintained provided that there is no change in use of the building for which the dumpster is employed and for so long as it is placed and maintained in accordance with the provisions of Section 9-604 of The Philadelphia Code.

SECTION B-420   FAMILY CHILD DAY-CARE FACILITIES

B-420.1   Scope. This Section shall apply to any Family Child Day Care Facility, defined for purposes of this Section to include any facility that is covered by either Section B-420.1.1 or Section B-420.1.2.  Family Child Day Care Facilities shall be regulated as specified in Sections B-420.1.1 through B-420.6.2.


B-420.1.1   Not within an R-3 occupancy. A facility that is not located within and accessory to a one- or two-family dwelling in which child day care services are provided for five or fewer children for periods of less than 24 consecutive hours is classified as a Family Child Day Care Facility. Such facilities shall be operated in accordance with The Philadelphia Code and Sections B-420.2 through B-420.4. Additionally, such a Family Child Day Care Facility shall conform to the requirements of the occupancy group in which the Family Child Day Care Facility is located.


B-420.1.2   Within a dwelling unit. A dwelling unit where child day care services are provided for 12 or fewer children shall be classified as an R-3 occupancy and as a Family Child Day Care Facility provided that:


1.
The dwelling unit is contained within a one- or two-family dwelling;


2.
Child day care services are provided for less than 24 hours;


3.
The dwelling unit is used primarily as a private residence; and


4.
The provision of day care services is accessory to the principal use of the dwelling unit as a residence.

Such facilities shall be operated in accordance with The Philadelphia Code and Sections B-420.2 through B-420.4 and either B-420.5 or F-420.6 as applicable.

B-420.2   License. A license to operate a Family Child Day Care Facility shall be obtained from the Department of Licenses and Inspections, which includes an annual fire inspection. No license shall be issued under this section unless the applicant has secured a Business Privilege License to the extent required by Title 19 of The Philadelphia Code.

B-420.3   Portable heating devices. Portable heating devices that produce an open flame shall not be used in buildings during the operating hours of a Family Child Day Care Facility.

B-420.4   Fire extinguisher. At least one portable fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 2-A:10-B:C shall be mounted in the portion of the building used for family child day care and in kitchens and other cooking areas within the fire area containing the Family Child Day Care Facility.

B-420.5   Six or fewer children. Child day-care facilities that are classified as Group R-3 occupancies pursuant to Section B-310.1 and that provide day-care services to six or fewer children within and accessory to a one- or two-family dwelling shall comply with Sections B-420.2 through B-420.5.2.


B-420.5.1   Smoke alarms. A single station smoke alarm shall be installed in each story including basements. The smoke alarms shall be powered by the building wiring system or non-replaceable lithium batteries listed by Underwriters Laboratories® that are warranted for 10 years and shall sound an alarm when activated that is audible to persons in the dwelling unit’s indoor child care spaces with all intervening doors closed. Where battery powered smoke alarms are used, the building owner shall keep the proof and date of purchase of the smoke alarms in the unit’s fire drill logs.


B-420.5.2   Means of egress. The dwelling unit and the accessory child day-care facilities shall comply with the means of egress requirements for an R-3 occupancy and licensure under 55 Pa Code Chapter 3290 (relating to family child day care homes).

B-420.6   Seven to twelve children. Child day-care facilities that are classified as Group R-3 occupancies pursuant to Section B-310.1 and that provide day-care services to more than six but no more than twelve children within and accessory to a one- or two-family dwelling shall comply with Sections B-420.2 through B-420.4, B-420.6.1 and B-420.6.2.


B-420.6.1   Smoke alarms. Interconnected multiple station smoke alarms shall be installed in each story including basements. The smoke alarms shall be powered by the building wiring system and shall sound an alarm when activated that is audible to persons in the dwelling unit’s indoor child care spaces with all intervening doors closed.


B-420.6.2   Means of egress. The dwelling unit and the accessory child day-care facilities shall comply with the means of egress requirements for an R-3 occupancy and licensure under 55 Pa Code Chapter 3280 (relating to group child day care homes).
CHAPTER 5

GENERAL BUILDING HEIGHTS AND AREAS

SECTION B-501   GENERAL

*
*
*

B-501.3   Emergency vehicle access. Where control of vehicular access to or on a premises is proposed, the control method shall provide for access by emergency vehicles. A control method shall not be considered an obstruction to emergency vehicle access where it consists of:


1.
A padlock and chain, or


2.
Collapsible bollards that are painted reflective white and that can be collapsed by use of a Philadelphia standard hydrant wrench.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 8

INTERIOR FINISHES

SECTION B-801 GENERAL

*
*
*

B-801.3   Lead-based materials. The use of lead-based paint, caulking, sealants, etc. is prohibited for use in new construction, additions and alterations in Group R occupancies and any child care occupancy.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 9

FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS

SECTION B-901   GENERAL

*
*
*

B-901.4   Threads. Threads provided for fire department connections to sprinkler systems, standpipes, yard hydrants or any other fire hose connection shall [be compatible with the connections used by the local fire department] comply with NFPA 1963 and the provisions of Sections B-901.4.1 through B-901.4.2.


B-901.4.1   Fire Department connec​tions. Fire Department connections shall have a minimum of two 2½-inch (64 mm) internal threaded swivel fittings having National Hose standard threads with caps.

Exceptions


1.
Dry standpipe systems with six-inch (152 mm) or larger risers shall have three 2½-inch (64 mm) female National Hose standard thread connections.


2.
Limited area sprinkler systems are not required to have a Fire Department connection.


B-901.4.2   Standpipe hose outlet connections. Hose outlet connections on Class I and Class III standpipe systems (those for Fire Department use) shall have 2½-inch (64 mm) male National Hose standard thread fittings.

*
*
*

SECTION B-903   AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

*
*
*


B-903.3.7   Fire department connections. [The location of fire] Fire department connections shall be [approved by the building official] located in accordance with Section F-912 of the Fire Code.

*
*
*

SECTION B-905   STANDPIPE SYSTEMS

B-905.1   General. Standpipe systems shall be provided in new buildings and structures in accordance with this section. [Fire hose threads used in connection with standpipe systems shall be approved and shall be compatible with fire department hose threads. The location of fire department hose connections shall be approved.] Fire department connections shall be installed in accordance with Section F-912 of the Philadelphia Fire Code. In buildings used for high-piled combustible storage, fire protection shall be in accordance with the International Fire Code.

B-905.2   Installation standards. Standpipe systems shall be installed in accordance with this section and NFPA 14.


B-905.2.1   Pressure reducing devices. Pressure reducing devices shall be used on new and existing standpipe systems as specified in Sections B-905.2.1.1 through B-905.2.1.3.



B-905.2.1.1   Class I and Class III wet standpipes. Where, and only where, static or residual water pressures at any Class I or Class III fire department use standpipe hose outlet exceed 175 psi (1207 kPa), approved pressure-regulating devices shall be installed to limit the pressure to 175 psi (1207 kPa). Such devices shall regulate pressure under flow and no-flow conditions and shall be adjusted to provide 175 psi (1207 kPa), or as close to that pressure as the adjustment will permit, without exceeding 175 psi (1207 kPa). The pressure on the inlet side of the pressure-regulating device shall not exceed the rated working pressure of the device.



B-905.2.1.2   Class I dry standpipes. No pressure regulating device shall be installed on any dry standpipe system having no permanent water supply.



B-905.2.1.3   Class II and Class III standpipes. Where residual water pressure at any Class II or Class III building occupant use standpipe hose outlet exceeds 100 psi (690 kPa), approved pressure-regulating devices shall be installed to limit the pressure to 100 psi (690 kPa).

*
*
*


B-905.3.1   Building height. Class III automatic wet standpipe systems shall be installed throughout buildings where the floor level of the highest story is located more than 30 feet (9144 mm) above the lowest level of the fire department vehicle access, or where the floor level of the lowest story is located more than 30 feet (9144 mm) below the highest level of fire department vehicle access.

Exceptions:


1.
Class I standpipes are allowed in buildings equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section B-903.3.1.1 or B-903.3.1.2.


2.
Class I manual standpipes are allowed in open parking garages where the highest floor is located not more than 150 feet (45 720 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access.


3.
[Class I manual dry standpipes are allowed in open parking garages that are subject to freezing temperatures, provided that the hose connections are located as required for Class II standpipes in accordance with Section B-905.5.


4.
]Class I standpipes are allowed in basements equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system.

*
*
*

B-905.4   Location of Class I standpipe hose connections. Class I standpipe hose connections shall have 2½ inch (64 mm) male National Hose standard threads and shall be provided in all of the following locations:


1.
In every required stairway, a hose connection shall be provided for each floor level above or below grade. Hose connections shall be located at an intermediate floor level landing between floors, unless otherwise approved by the [building official] Fire Department.


Where a building contains stairways in addition to the required exit stairways, the additional stairways are subject to this section where they meet the criteria for exit stairways, including the exit discharge criteria. Where an additional stairway discharges in accordance with Section B-1023.1, it is subject to the provisions of this section.

*
*
*

B-905.8   Dry standpipe. Dry standpipes shall not be installed.

Exceptions:


1.
Where subject to freezing automatic dry and semiautomatic dry standpipe systems are permitted [and] in accordance with NFPA 14.


2.
Where otherwise permitted by Section B-905.

*
*
*

SECTION B-907   FIRE ALARM AND DETECTION SYSTEMS

*
*
*


B-907.1.2   Equipment. Systems and their components shall be listed and approved for the purpose for which they are installed. Installation of systems, devices, appliances and equipment shall be in accordance with the provisions of Section B-907 and NFPA 72.
*
*
*


B-907.2.1   Group A. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 72 in all Group A occupancies having an occupant load of 300 or more and in all Special Assembly Occupancies. Portions of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly purposes shall be provided with a fire alarm system as required for the Group E occupancy.


Exceptions:


1.
Manual fire alarm boxes are not required where the building is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system and the alarm notification appliances will activate upon sprinkler water flow.

2.
Manual fire alarm boxes are not required in Special Assembly Occupancies where the occupancy is protected throughout with a rate-of-rise heat detection system, provided one manual fire alarm box is installed in a location that is constantly attended by staff during periods of occupancy by the public.

*
*
*



B-907.2.1.3   Special Assembly Occu​pancies. In Special Assembly Occupancies, a shut-off (shunt trip) device shall be provided to automatically shut off electricity to circuits controlling audio equipment in the facility upon activation of the fire alarm system or automatic sprinkler system.

*
*
*


B-907.2.3   Group E. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in Group E occupancies. When automatic sprinkler systems or smoke detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be connected to the building fire alarm system.

Exceptions:


1.
Group E occupancies with an occupant load of less than 50, where interconnected smoke alarms are installed in accordance with Section B-907.2.10 and a minimum of one smoke alarm is installed in each classroom or child care room.

*
*
*


B-907.2.5   Group H. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in Group H[-5] occupancies [and in occupancies used for the manufacture of organic coatings]. An automatic smoke detection system shall be installed for highly toxic gases, organic peroxides and oxidizers in accordance with Chapters 37, 39 and 40, respectively, of the International Fire Code.


B-907.2.6   Group I. A manual fire alarm system and an automatic fire detection system shall be installed [in] throughout Group I occupancies except as modified by Sections B-907.2.6 through B-907.2.6.2.3. An electrically supervised, automatic smoke detection system shall be provided in waiting areas that are open to corridors.
*
*
*


B-907.2.9   Group R-2. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in Group R-2 occupancies [where: 

1.
Any dwelling unit or sleeping unit is located three or more stories above the lowest level of exit discharge;


2.
Any dwelling unit or sleeping unit is located more than one story below the highest level of exit discharge of exits serving the dwelling unit or sleeping unit; or


3.
The building contains more than 16 dwelling units or sleeping units].

*
*
*




B-907.2.10.1.2   Groups R-2, R-3[,] and R-4 [and I-1]. Single- or multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed and maintained in Groups R-2, R-3[,] and R-4 [and I-1] regardless of occupant load at all of the following locations:

*
*
*




[B-907.2.10.1.3   Group I-1. Single- or multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed and maintained in sleeping areas in occupancies in Group I-1. Single- or multiple-station smoke alarms shall not be required where the building is equipped throughout with an automatic fire detection system in accordance with Section B-907.2.6.]

*
*
*



B-907.2.10.3   Interconnection. Where more than one smoke alarm is required to be installed within an individual dwelling unit or sleeping unit in Group R-2[,] or R-3, [or] throughout Group R-4, or within an individual dwelling unit or sleeping unit in Group R-1, the smoke alarms shall be interconnected in such a manner that the activation of one alarm will activate all of the alarms in the individual unit or throughout the Group R-4 occupancy. The alarm shall be clearly audible in all bedrooms over background noise levels with all intervening doors closed.

*
*
*


B-907.2.24   Mixed residential and non​residential occupancies. Where a nonresidential occupancy is located below a residential occupancy, an automatic fire detection system shall be installed throughout the nonresidential occupancy. Fire alarm notification appliances shall be installed throughout buildings containing such mixed occupancies and shall be actuated by all automatic fire detection and manual fire alarm boxes in the building.

Exceptions:


1.
The fire alarm system and automatic detection is not required where the non-residential occupancy is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section B-903.3.1.1 and the building has a local fire alarm that meets the notification requirements of Section B-907.9.2.


2.
Where automatic fire detection is required in drinking and dining establishments that are below a residential occupancy, heat detectors shall be accepted in lieu of smoke detectors in kitchens, in patron areas designated for smoking, and in patron areas where skillet or sizzling type entrees such as fajitas are served.

*
*
*


B-907.3.1   Location. Manual fire alarm boxes shall be located not more than 5 feet (1524 mm) from the entrance to each exit. Additional manual fire alarm boxes shall be located so that travel distance to the nearest box does not exceed 200 feet (60,960 mm).


Exceptions:


1.
Manual fire alarm boxes shall not be required in Group E occupancies where the building is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system, the notification appliances will activate on sprinkler water flow and manual activation is provided from a normally occupied location.

2.
Buildings of Group R-2 occupancy having a single exit and not exceeding three stories are not required to have a manual fire alarm box at each story. One manual fire alarm box is required in the exit stairway at the exit discharge.

*
*
*


B-907.3.4   Signs (Delete text of subsection and substitute as follows)


B-907.3.4   Signs. Each manual fire alarm box shall have a permanent sign mounted immediately adjacent to the box that reads: “IN CASE OF FIRE — SOUND ALARM AND CALL 911.” It is permissible to substitute “FIRE DEPARTMENT” for “911.”

*
*
*


B-907.8.1   Zoning indicator panel. A zoning indicator panel and the associated controls shall be provided [in an approved] at a visible location at the main entrance of the building or other location approved by the department. The visual zone indication shall lock in until the system is reset and shall not be cancelled by the operation of an audible-alarm silencing switch.

*
*
*

SECTION B-912   PRIVATE FIRE HYDRANTS

B-912.1   Fire hydrants. Fire hydrants installed on private property shall be located and installed in accordance with Section F-508.5 of the Philadelphia Fire Code and as directed by the Fire Department. Hydrants shall be Philadelphia Standard as specified by the Water Department. Hydrants shall not be installed on a water main less than 6 inches (152 mm) in diameter.

CHAPTER 10

MEANS OF EGRESS

*
*
*

SECTION B-1004   OCCUPANT LOAD

*
*
*


B-1004.3.1   Posting of outdoor assembly spaces. Outdoor areas of Group A occupancy on piers, decks, or similar spaces in which the means of egress is restricted by return through a building, passageways, gates, or similar components such that the immediate dispersal of occupants is not possible, shall be posted for the maximum occupant load based on the available width of such egress restrictions at 0.2 inches per occupant, but not exceeding an occupant density of five square feet per person.

*
*
*

SECTION B-1008   DOORS, GATES AND TURNSTILES

*
*
*



B-1008.1.8.3   Locks and latches. Locks and latches shall be permitted to prevent operation of doors where any of the following exists:

*
*
*



5.
Where an elevator lobby is separated from the remainder of the floor by partitions and doors and where the elevator lobby does not provide access to the required exits, the doors in the lobby partitions are permitted to be locked from the lobby side provided the doors conform to Section B-1008.1.3.4 or Section B-1008.1.8.6 with or without delayed locking arrangement.

*
*
*



B-1008.1.8.7   Stairway doors. Interior stairway means of egress doors shall be openable from both sides without the use of a key or special knowledge or effort.



Exceptions:

*
*
*



4.
In stairways serving more than four stories, where the floors served by the stairs are not located more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access nor more than 30 feet (9144 mm) below the lowest level of exit discharge, doors are permitted to be locked from the side opposite the egress side, provided they unlock upon activation of the building fire alarm system or power failure to the locking device, and the doors are always openable from the egress side.
*
*
*

SECTION B-1019 VERTICAL EXIT

ENCLOSURES

*
*
*


B-1019.1.7   (Delete text of subsection and substitute as follows)


B-1019.1.7   Stairway floor number signs. A sign shall be provided at each floor landing in interior vertical exit enclosures connecting more than three stories. The sign shall contain the following information:


1.
The floor level at which the sign is located.


2.
The identification (name or designation) of the stair.


3.
The direction to exit discharge using either words or arrows.


4.
The number of floor levels to reach exit discharge.


5.
Whether roof access is available from the stair for the fire department.


Where access to the roof is not directly from the exit stair enclosure, but is available through a room or corridor accessed from the exit stair enclosure, the sign shall include the words “Indirect Roof Access.” The exit stair landing at the floor level that provides the indirect roof access shall be provided with a properly oriented floor diagram. The floor diagram shall indicate the route to the door, stair or ladder that leads to the roof and be located at approximately eye level near the stair floor landing sign.


The floor level designation character shall be a minimum of 6-inches (152 mm) high and characters for the remaining information shall be a minimum of 1½ inches (38 mm) high. The sign shall be located 5 feet (1524 mm) above the floor landing in a position which is readily visible when the doors are in the open and closed positions.
*
*
*

CHAPTER 12

INTERIOR ENVIRONMENT

*
*
*

SECTION B-1204   TEMPERATURE CONTROL

*
*
*

B-1204.2   Required cooling. Occupancies in Groups I-1, I-2, and R-4 shall be equipped with mechanical cooling equipment capable of maintaining an indoor ambient air temperature which does not exceed 81 degrees F. (27 degrees C.) in every habitable room measured three feet (914 mm) above the floor at approximately the center of the room. The design shall be based on an outside temperature of 100 degrees F. (38 degrees C.).


Exception: Where there are separate mechanical air cooling facilities for each dwelling unit or rooming unit, and such facilities are under the sole control of the occupant of the dwelling unit or rooming unit.

SECTION B-1205   LIGHTING

B-1205.1   General. Every space intended for human occupancy shall be provided with natural light by means of exterior glazed openings in accordance with Section B-1205.2 or shall be provided with artificial light in accordance with Section B-1205.3. Exterior glazed openings shall open directly onto a public way or onto a yard or court in accordance with Section B-1206.


B-1205.1.1   Habitable spaces. Habitable spaces in Group R occupancies shall also comply with the natural light requirements of Sections PM-402.1 through PM-402.1.4 of the Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code.

*
*
*

SECTION B-1208   INTERIOR SPACE DIMENSIONS

*
*
*

B-1208.3   Room area. Every dwelling unit shall have at least one room that shall have not less than 120 square feet (13.9 m2) of net floor area. Other habitable rooms shall have a net floor area of not less than 70 square feet (6.5 m2). Dwelling units, rooming units, dormitory units and hotel units shall also comply with the space and use requirements of Sections PM-404.1 through PM 404.2.1 of the Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 14

EXTERIOR WALLS

SECTION B-1401   GENERAL

*
*
*

B-1401.2   Construction documents. Construction documents shall describe the exterior wall envelope in sufficient detail to determine compliance with this code. The construction documents shall provide details of the exterior wall envelope as required, including flashing, intersections with dissimilar materials, corners, end details, control joints, intersections at roof, eaves, or parapets, means of drainage, water-resistive membrane, and details around openings.


The construction documents shall include manufacturer’s installation instructions that provide supporting documentation that the proposed penetration and opening details described in the construction documents maintain the weather resistance of the exterior wall envelope. The supporting documentation shall fully describe the exterior wall system that was tested, where applicable, as well as the test procedure used.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 16

STRUCTURAL DESIGN

*
*
*

SECTION B-1612   FLOOD LOADS

*
*
*

B-1612.3   Establishment of flood hazard areas. To establish flood hazard areas, the governing body shall adopt a flood hazard map and supporting data. The flood hazard map shall include, at a minimum, areas of special flood hazard as identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in an engineering report entitled “The Flood Insurance Study for The City of Philadelphia,” dated December, 1978, as amended or revised with the accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM) and related supporting data along with any revisions thereto. The adopted flood hazard map and supporting data are hereby adopted by reference and declared to be part of this section.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 17

STRUCTURAL TESTS AND SPECIAL INSPECTIONS

*
*
*

SECTION B-1711   ALTERNATIVE TEST PROCEDURE

*
*
*

B-1711.1   General. In the absence of approved rules or other approved standards, the building official shall make, or cause to be made, the necessary tests and investigations; or the building official shall accept duly authenticated reports from approved agencies in respect to the quality and manner of use of new materials or assemblies as provided for in Section [104.11] A-203.0 of the Administrative Code. The cost of all tests and other investigations required under the provisions of this code shall be borne by the permit applicant.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 18

SOILS AND FOUNDATIONS

*
*
*

SECTION B-180517.1   FOOTINGS AND FOUNDATIONS

*
*
*


B-1805.2.1   Frost protection. Except where otherwise protected from frost, foundation walls, piers and other permanent supports of buildings and structures shall be protected from frost by one or more of the following methods:


1.
Extending below the frost line of [the locality] 30 inches (762 mm);

*
*
*

CHAPTER 26

PLASTIC

*
*
*

SECTION B-2610   LIGHT-TRANSMITTING PLASTIC SKYLIGHT GLAZING

*
*
*

B-2610.7.
Location. Where exterior wall openings are required to be protected in accordance with Section B-704, a skylight shall not be installed within 6 feet (1829 mm) of such exterior wall.

Exception. Plastic skylights are permitted in Group R-3 occupancies within 6 feet (1829 mm) of the exterior wall, provided a minimum ¼-inch thick wire glass skylight is installed below the plastic skylight and is supported by minimum 1-inch by 2-inch (25 mm by 51 mm) ledgers.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 29

[PLUMBING SYSTEMS] RESERVED

(Delete the Chapter in its entirety without substitution)

*
*
*

CHAPTER 30

ELEVATORS AND CONVEYING SYSTEMS

SECTION B-3001   GENERAL

*
*
*

B-3001.2   Referenced standards. Except as otherwise provided for in this code, the design, construction, installation, alteration, addition, repair, movement, equipment, removal, [and] maintenance, use and change in use of elevators, lifting devices and conveying systems and their components shall conform to [ASME A17.1, ASME A90.1, ASME B20.1, ALI ALCTV,] Chapter 405 of the Pennsylvania regulations promulgated pursuant to the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code Act of 1999 and ASCE 24 for construction in flood hazard areas established in Section B-1612.3.

*
*
*

(Delete text and title of Subsection B-3001.4 in its entirety without substitution)

*
*
*

SECTION B-3005   CONVEYING SYSTEMS

*
*
*

B-3005.3   Conveyors. Conveyors and conveying systems shall comply with [ASME B20.1] Chapter 405 of the Pennsylvania regulations promulgated pursuant to the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code Act of 1999.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 31

SPECIAL CONSTRUCTION

*
*
*

SECTION B-3104   PEDESTRIAN WALKWAYS AND TUNNELS

*
*
*


B-3104.1.1   Over public way. The installation of a pedestrian walkway over a public way or tunnel beneath a public way shall be subject to the approval of the Streets Department in addition to the provisions of Section B-3104.

*
*
*

SECTION B-3109   SWIMMING POOL ENCLOSURES AND SAFETY DEVICES

*
*
*


F-3109.4.4   Location. Above-ground swim​ming pools that are 12 feet or greater in maximum dimension and their appurtenances shall be located in the rear yard and shall be placed a minimum distance of 2 feet from property lines and buildings on the same lot to provide for maintenance of the pool and adjoining property. In-ground swimming pools shall be located in the rear yard and shall be a minimum distance from property lines equal to the depth of the pool adjoining such property lines.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 32

(Delete the title and text of the Chapter without substitution)

CHAPTER 33

SAFEGUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION

SECTION B-3301   GENERAL

*
*
*

B-3301.3   Duration. Temporary construction, scaffolding, and encroachments shall be removed from a construction site after the final inspection is made by the code official or within 30 days after the fulfillment of the requirements of the permit.

SECTION B-3302   CONSTRUCTION SAFEGUARDS

*
*
*

B-3302.3 Hot work operations. Cutting, welding or brazing operations shall be in accordance with the requirements of the Philadelphia Fire Code.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 34

EXISTING STRUCTURES

SECTION B-3401   GENERAL

*
*
*

B-3401.3   Compliance with other codes. Alterations, repairs, additions and changes of occupancy to existing structures shall comply with the provisions for alterations, repairs, additions and changes of occupancy in the International Fire Code, International Fuel Gas Code, International Plumbing Code, International Property Maintenance Code, [International Private Sewage Disposal Code,] International Mechanical Code, International Residential Code and International Electrical Code.
*
*
*

SECTION B-3404   FIRE ESCAPES

*
*
*

B-3404.2   Location. Where located on the front of the building and where projecting beyond the building line, the lowest landing shall not be less than [7] 10 feet ([2134] 3048 mm) or more than [12] 14 feet ([3658] 4268 mm) above grade, and shall be equipped wit a counterbalanced stairway to the street. In alleyways and thoroughfares less than 30 feet (9144 mm) wide, the clearance under the lowest landing shall not be less than 12 feet (3658 mm).

*
*
*

SECTION B-3406   CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY

B-3406.1   Conformance. No change shall be made in the use or occupancy of any building that would place the building in a different division of the same group of occupancy or in a different group of occupancies, unless such building is made to comply with the requirements of this code for such division or group of occupancy. [Subject to the approval of the building official, the use or occupancy of existing buildings shall be permitted to be changed and the building is allowed to be occupied for purposes in other groups without conforming to all the requirements of this code for those groups, provided the new or proposed use is less hazardous, based on life and fire risk, than the existing use.]

*
*
*

SECTION B-3407   HISTORIC BUILDINGS

(Delete the section in its entirety without substitution)

*
*
*

SECTION B-3409   ACCESSIBILITY FOR EXISTING BUILDINGS

*
*
*


B-3409.1.1   Elevators in existing buildings. Regardless of whether any alteration or repair is undertaken in existing buildings, elevator control panel and floor indicator access for the visually impaired shall conform to the requirements of ICC/ANSI A117.1.

*
*
*


B-3409.7.13   Building entrances. Where building entrances are altered in such a manner as to change the dimensions of the door opening in the wall, to replace the lintel over the door opening, or where plans are presented to relocate or provide a new primary entrance, the entrance shall be made accessible unless the building has sufficient additional accessible entrances to comply with the requirements of B-1105 for new construction.

*
*
*

SECTION B-3410   COMPLIANCE ALTERNATIVES

*
*
*

B-3410.2   Applicability. Structures existing prior to January 1, 1984, in which there is work involving additions, alterations or changes of occupancy shall be made to conform to the requirements of this section or the provisions of Sections B-3403 through B-3407. The provisions in Sections B-3410.2.1 through B-3410.2.5 shall apply to existing occupancies that will continue to be, or are proposed to be, in Groups A, B, E, F, M, R, S and U. These provisions shall not apply to buildings with occupancies in Group H or I.


B-3410.2.1   Change in occupancy. Where an existing building is changed to a new occupancy classification and this section is applicable, the provisions of this section for the new occupancy shall be used to determine compliance with this code.


Exception: The provisions of Section B-3410 notwithstanding, the requirements of Sections B-903 “Automatic Sprinkler Systems” and B-905 “Standpipe Systems” shall apply to a change in occupancy.


B-3410.2.2   Partial change in occupancy. Where a portion of the building is changed to a new occupancy classification, and that portion is separated from the remainder of the building with fire barrier wall assemblies having a fire-resistance rating as required by Table B-302.3.2 for the separate occupancies, or with approved compliance alternatives, the portion changed shall be made to conform to the provisions of this section and Sections B-903 “Automatic Sprinkler Systems” and B-905 “Standpipe Systems.”


Where a portion of the building is changed to a new occupancy classification, and that portion is not separated from the remainder of the building with fire separation assemblies having a fire-resistance rating as required by Table B-302.3.2 for the separate occupancies, or with approved compliance alternatives, the provisions of this section and Sections B-903 “Automatic Sprinkler Systems” and B-905 “Standpipe Systems” which apply to each occupancy shall apply to the entire building. Where there are conflicting provisions, those requirements which secure the greater public safety shall apply to the entire building or structure.

*
*
*


B-3410.3.1   Hazards. Where the building official determines that an unsafe condition exists, [as provided for in Section 115, such] the unsafe condition shall be abated in accordance with [Section 115] the Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 35

REFERENCED STANDARDS

*
*
*

NFPA

*
*
*

Standard for Fire Hose Connections…………………..B-901.4

*
*
*

SUBCODE “E” (THE PHILADELPHIA ELECTRICAL CODE)20
Article E-1.  Adoption of the 2003 International Electrical Code administrative provisions with additions, deletions and amendments.
§E-1.1   The “2003 Electrical Code Administrative Provisions,” as published by the International Code Council, is hereby adopted as the Electrical Code of the City of Philadelphia, with such additions, deletions and amendments as set forth in §E-1.2.

§E-1.2   The 2003 ICC Electrical Code Administrative Provisions, copies of which are on file with the Department of Licenses and Inspections, is incorporated as if fully set forth herein, subject to the following additions, deletions and amendments, including errata issued by the International Code Council.


§E-1.2.1   [Brackets] indicate matter deleted. Italics indicate matter added.


§E-1.2.2   Throughout the code, references to “International” codes or “ICC” codes shall be deemed to refer to the “Philadelphia” codes of the same name.


§E-1.2.3   The numbers of all sections and subsections shall be preceded with the prefix 

“E-.”


§E-1.2.4   The 2003 ICC Electrical Code – Administrative Provisions:
CHAPTER 1

SCOPE

(Delete text of Chapter in its entirety and substitute the following)

SECTION E-101 GENERAL

E-101.1   Title. These provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Electrical Code and shall be cited as such and will be referred to herein as “this code.”

E-101.2   Purpose. The purpose of this code is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life or limb, health, property and public welfare by regulating and controlling the design, construction, installation, quality of materials, location, operation, and maintenance or use of electrical systems and equipment.

E-101.3   Scope. This code shall regulate the design, construction, installation, alteration, repairs, relocation, replacement, addition to, use or maintenance of electrical systems and equipment engaged in the transmission of electricity, information or light through conductors or optical fiber cables in structures and premises.


Exceptions: This code does not apply to:


1.
Installations in mines


2.
Railway cars


3.
Automotive equipment or apparatus


4.
Conductors or equipment installed for or by public utilities, common carriers or commercial radio or television stations that are under the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or a federal regulatory body. This exception for regulated utilities applies only to installations and equipment used directly in the conduct of their business as a utility, and located outdoors or in a building or portion thereof used exclusively for the utility function.


5.
Installations in federally occupied portions of federally owned buildings.

E-101.4   Administrative provisions. This code contains those provisions that are unique to the administration of electrical matters under the Philadelphia Building Construction and Occupancy Code. All other administrative provisions applicable to the regulation of electrical matters are as set forth in the Administrative Code.

E-101.5   Applicability. The provisions of this code shall apply to all matters affecting or relating to structures and premises, as set forth in this section and the Administrative Code.

SECTION E-102   ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

E-102.1   License required. No person shall engage in the business of installing systems, or parts of systems, used to transmit, generate or distribute electricity, nor engage in the business of electrical contracting, unless that person has obtained a license from the code official.

E-102.2   Requirements for license. No Electrical Contractor’s License shall be issued unless the provisions of Sections E-102.2.1 through E-102.2.3 have been satisfied.


E-102.2.1   Experience. The applicant shall have a minimum of four years of practical experience gained while employed in electrical work. Satisfactory completion of two years of education in the electrical field shall be equivalent to one year of practical experience, but not more than four years of education shall count towards the required four years practical experience.


E-102.2.2   Examination. The applicant shall have passed a written examination as prescribed by the Department of Licenses and Inspections on the theory and practice of electricity to test knowledge of the National Electrical Code (NFPA 70) as adopted by this code.


E-102.2.3   Continuing education. Be–fore any Electrical Contractor’s License is issued or renewed, the applicant or licensee shall have completed at least eight hours per year in course work or seminars on the then-current edition of NFPA 70 at an approved or accredited school or organization approved by the code official. The applicant or licensee shall furnish the code official with a completion certificate indicating the course activity and the length in hours of each course.

SECTION E-103 ELECTRICAL INSPECTION AGENCIES

E-103.1   General. Pursuant to Section E-701.1.1 the code official is authorized to accept certifications from approved Electrical Inspection Agencies as evidence of compliance with this code. This section and the regulations promulgated hereunder establish requirements for conduct of Electrical Inspection Agencies.

E-103.2   Approval. Electrical Inspection Agencies shall be approved by the code official as to qualifications, method of operation, completeness of inspection activity and type of report prior to acceptance of any certificate of inspection. The code official shall reserve the right to re-inspect, approve or reject the certification of any inspection agency.

E-103.3   Agency license. Issuance of a license by the code official to perform electrical inspections in the City of Philadelphia is deemed to be approval to conduct the business of electrical inspections. Qualifications for license and renewal of license are established by regulations promulgated hereto.


E-103.3.1   Continuing education. Be–fore any agency license is issued or renewed, the principals of such agency shall have completed at least 12 hours per year in course work or seminars on the then-current edition of NFPA 70 at an approved or accredited school or organization approved by the code official. The applicant or licensee shall furnish the code official with a completion certificate indicating the course activity and the length in hours of each course.


E-103.3.2   Renewal limitation. No li​cense shall be renewed if the licensee is delinquent in City of Philadelphia business taxes.

E-103.4   Inspector license. No person shall engage in the trade as an electrical inspector for an Electrical Inspection Agency without first securing a license from the code official. Applicants for a license shall establish their qualifications in accordance with the regulations pursuant to this section and shall pass a written examination to determine their qualifications to perform and/or supervise electrical inspection work.


E-103.4.1   Continuing education. Be​fore any inspector’s license is issued or renewed, the applicant or licensee shall have completed at least 12 hours per year in course work or seminars on the then-current edition of NFPA 70 at an approved or accredited school or organization approved by the code official. The applicant or licensee shall furnish the code official with a completion certificate indicating the course activity and the length in hours of each course.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

SECTION E-202   GENERAL DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

CODE OFFICIAL. The [officer or other designated authority] Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or his or her duly authorized representative charged with the administration and enforcement of this code[, or a duly authorized representative].

*
*
*

CHAPTER 3

ORGANIZATION AND ENFORCEMENT

(Delete title and text of the Chapter in its entirety without substitution)

CHAPTER 4

PERMITS AND FEES

(Delete title and text of the Chapter in its entirety without substitution)

CHAPTER 5

CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

(Delete title and text of the Chapter in its entirety without substitution)

CHAPTER 6

APPROVAL

(Delete title and text of the Chapter in its entirety without substitution)

CHAPTER 7

INSPECTIONS AND TESTING

*
*
*

SECTION E-701 GENERAL

*
*
*


E-701.1.1   Agency inspection. The code official is authorized to accept a certification from a licensed Electrical Inspection Agency as evidence of compliance with this code in lieu of inspections by the code official.


E-701.1.2   Responsibility. It shall be the responsibility of the licensed electrical contractor to arrange for inspections of electrical work. A minimum of 24 hours advance notice shall be given for inspections. Arrangements for final inspections shall be made within five days of completion of the work.

SECTION E-702   REQUIRED INSPECTIONS

E-702.1   General. The designated licensed Electrical Inspection Agency shall, or the code official at his or her discretion is authorized to, upon notification, [shall] make the inspections set forth in this section.

*
*
*

E-702.1.7 and E-702.1.8 (Delete title and text of subsections without substitution)

*
*
*

E-702.2 through E-702.8 (Delete title and text of subsections without substitution)

*
*
*

CHAPTER 8

SERVICE UTILITIES

(Delete title and text of the Chapter without substitution)

CHAPTER 9

UNSAFE SYSTEMS AND EQUIPMENT

(Delete title and text of the Chapter without substitution)

CHAPTER 10

VIOLATIONS

(Delete title and text of the Chapter without substitution)

CHAPTER 11

MEANS OF APPEAL

(Delete title and text of the Chapter without substitution)

CHAPTER 12

ELECTRICAL PROVISIONS

*
*
*

SECTION E-1202   PROVISIONS

*
*
*


E-1202.8.1   Existing installations. Emer​gency and standby electrical systems shall be maintained, operated and tested in accordance with the provisions of this code, the Philadelphia Fire Code and the regulations adopted pursuant thereto.

*
*
*

E-1202.16   Smoke alarm interconnection. Where more than one smoke alarm is required to be installed within an individual dwelling unit or sleeping unit in Group R-2[,] or R-3, [or] throughout Group R-4, or within an individual sleeping unit in Group R-1, the smoke alarms shall be interconnected in such a manner that the activation of one alarm will activate all of the alarms in the individual unit or throughout the Group R-4. The alarm shall be clearly audible in all bedrooms over background noise levels with all intervening doors closed.

E-1202.17   Fire alarm systems. The electrical work associated with the installation of fire alarm systems shall also comply with the provisions of NFPA 72.

E-1202.18   Fire pumps. The electrical work associated with the installation of fire pumps shall also comply with the provisions of NFPA 20.

SECTION E-1203   EXISTING ELECTRICAL FACILITIES

*
*
*


E-1203.1.6   Additional loads. Where additional electrical loads are to be connected to existing services in other than Group R-3 occupancies, the existing load shall be established as not less than the maximum demand figures. New loads shall be computed in accordance with the requirements of NFPA 70.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 13

REFERENCED STANDARDS

*
*
*

NFPA

*
*
*

Installation of Stationary

Pumps for Fire Protection…………………E-1202.18

*
*
*

National Electrical Code………E-102.2.2,

                                 E-102.2.3, E-103.3.1, E-103.4.1

                               E-201.3, E-1201.1.1, E-1203.1.6

72-99   National Fire Alarm Code………..E-1202.17

*
*
*

SUBCODE “EB” (THE PHILADELPHIA EXISTING BUILDING CODE)21.1
Article EB-1.0  Adoption of the “2003 International Existing Building Code” with additions, deletions and amendments.
§EB-1.1   The “2003 International Existing Building Code” as published by the International Code Council is hereby adopted as the Existing Building Code of the City of Philadelphia, with such additions, deletions and amendments as set forth in §EB-1.2.

§EB-1.2   The “2003 International Existing Building Code,” copies of which are on file with the Department of Licenses and Inspections, is incorporated as if fully set forth herein, subject to the following additions, deletions and amendments.


§EB-1.2.1   [Brackets] indicate matter deleted. Italics indicate matter added.


§EB-1.2.2   The numbers of all sections and subsections shall be preceded with the prefix “EB-.”


§EB-1.2.3   Throughout the code, references to “International” codes or “ICC” codes shall be deemed to refer to the “Philadelphia” codes of the same name.


§EB-1.2.4   THE 2003 INTER​NATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE:

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION

(Delete entire Chapter and substitute the following)

SECTION EB-101 GENERAL

EB-101.1   Title. These provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Existing Building Code and shall be cited as such and will be referred to herein as “this code.”

EB-101.2   Scope. The provisions of the Philadelphia Existing Building Code shall apply to the repair, alteration, change of occupancy, addition, and relocation of existing buildings in accordance with the applicability provisions of the administrative code. A building or portion of a building that has not been previously occupied or used for its intended purpose shall comply with the provisions of the building code for new construction. Repairs, alterations, change of occupancy, existing buildings to which additions are made, historic buildings, and relocated buildings complying with the provisions of the Building Code, Mechanical Code, Plumbing Code, and Residential Code as applicable shall be considered in compliance with the provisions of this code.

EB-101.3   Intent. The purpose of this code is to establish the minimum requirements to safeguard the public health, safely, and welfare insofar as they are affected by the repair, alteration, change of occupancy, addition, and relocation of existing buildings.

EB-101.4   Preliminary meeting. When requested by the permit applicant, the code official shall meet with the permit applicant prior to the application for a construction permit to discuss plans for the proposed work or change of occupancy in order to establish the specific applicability of the provisions of this code.

Exception: Repairs and Level 1 alterations.


EB-101.4.1   Building evaluation. The code official is authorized to require an existing building to be evaluated by a registered design professional based on the circumstances agreed upon at the preliminary meeting to determine the existence of any potential nonconformance with the provisions of this code.

EB-101.5   Work on individual components or portions. Where the code official determines that a component or a portion of a building or structure is in need of repair, strengthening or replacement by provisions of this code, only that specific component or portion shall be required to be repaired, strengthened, or replaced unless specifically required by other provisions of this code.

EB-101.6   Design values for existing materials and construction. The incorporation of existing materials, construction, and detailing into the structural system shall be permitted where approved by the code official. Minimum quality levels and maximum strength values shall comply with this code.

EB-101.7   Safeguards during construction. All construction work covered in this code, including any related demolition, shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 13.

EB-101.8   Correction of violations of other codes. Repairs or alterations mandated by the property maintenance or fire code or mandated by any licensing ordinance or regulation shall conform to the requirements of that code, regulation or ordinance and shall not be required to conform to this code unless the code requiring such repair or alteration so provides.

EB-101.9   Administrative provisions. This chapter contains those provisions that are unique to the administration of this code. All other administrative provisions applicable to this code are as set forth in the administrative code.

EB-101.10   Appendices. No appendices are adopted as a part of this code.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 8

CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY

*
*
*

SECTION EB-804 FIRE PROTECTION

*
*
*

EB-804.2   Fire protection. Other provisions of this code notwithstanding, the requirements of Sections B-903 “Automatic Sprinkler Systems” and B-905 “Standpipe Systems” of the Philadelphia Building Code shall apply to a change of occupancy.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 12

COMPLIANCE ALTERNATIVES

SECTION EB-1201 GENERAL

*
*
*

EB-1201.2   Applicability. Structures existing prior to January 1, 1984, in which there is work involving additions, alterations, or changes of occupancy shall be made to conform to the requirements of this chapter or the provisions of Chapters 4 through 10. The provisions of Sections EB-l201.2.1 through EB-1201.2.5 shall apply to existing occupancies that will continue to be, or are proposed to be, in Groups A. B. E. F. M, R. and S. These provisions shall not apply to buildings with occupancies in Group H or Group I.


EB-1201.2.1   Change in occupancy. Where an existing building is changed to a new occupancy classification and this section is applicable, the provisions of this section for the new occupancy shall be used to determine compliance with this code.


Exception:
The provisions of this chapter notwithstanding, the requirements of Sections B-903 “Automatic Sprinkler Systems” and B-905 “Standpipe Systems” of the Philadelphia Building Code shall apply to a change in occupancy.


EB-1201.2.2 Partial change in occupancy. Where a portion of the building is changed to a new occupancy classification, and that portion is separated from the remainder of the building with fire barrier wall assemblies having a fire-resistance rating as required by Table B-302.3.2 of the International Building Code or Section R-R317 of the International Residential Code for the separate occupancies, or with approved compliance alternatives, the portion changed shall be made to conform to the provisions of this section, Section B-903 “Automatic Sprinkler Systems” and Section B-905 “Standpipe Systems” of the Philadelphia Building Code.


Where a portion of the building is changed to a new occupancy classification and that portion is not separated from the remainder of the building with fire separation assemblies having a fire-resistance rating as required by Table B-302.3.2 of the International Building Code or Section R-R317 of the International Residential Code for the separate occupancies, or with approved compliance alternatives, the provisions of this section, Section B-903 “Automatic Sprinkler Systems” and Section B-905 “Standpipe Systems” of the Philadelphia Building Code which apply to each occupancy shall apply to the entire building. Where there are conflicting provisions, those requirements which secure the greater public safety shall apply to the entire building or structure.

*
*
*


EB-1201.3.1   Hazards. Where the code official determines that an unsafe condition exists as provided for in [Section 115] the Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code, such unsafe condition shall be abated in accordance with [Section 115] that code.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 13

CONSTRUCTION SAFEGUARDS

SECTION EB-1301   GENERAL

*
*
*


EB-1301.2.1   Duration. Temporary construc​tion, scaffolding, and encroachments shall be removed from a construction site after the final inspection is made by the code official or within 30 days after the fulfillment of the requirements of the permit.

*
*
*

EB-1301.7   Hot work operations. Cutting, welding or brazing operations shall be in accordance with the requirements of the Philadelphia Fire Code.

*
*
*

SECTION EB-1307   AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEM

EB-1307.1   Completion before occupancy. In portions of a building, where an automatic sprinkler system is required by this code, it shall be unlawful to occupy those portions of the building until the automatic sprinkler system installation has been tested and approved, except as provided in Section [110.3] A-701.5 of the Philadelphia Administrative Code.

*
*
*

SUBCODE “EC” (THE PHILADELPHIA ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE)21.2
Article EC-1.0  Adoption of the 2003 International Energy Conservation Code, with additions, deletions and amendments.
§EC-1.1   The “2003 International Energy Conservation Code” as published by the International Code Council is hereby adopted as The Energy Conservation Code of The City of Philadelphia, with such additions, deletions and amendments as set forth in §EC-1.2.

§EC-1.2   The 2003 International Energy Conservation Code, copies of which are on file with the Department of Licenses and Inspections, is incorporated as if fully set forth herein, subject to the following additions, deletions and amendments, including errata issued by the International Code Council:


§EC-1.2.1   [Brackets] indicate matter deleted. Italics indicate matter added.


§EC-1.2.2   Throughout the code, references to “International” codes or “ICC” codes shall be deemed to refer to the “Philadelphia” codes of the same name.


§EC-1.2.3   The numbers of all sections and subsections shall be preceded with the prefix “EC-.”


§EC-1.2.4   THE 2003 INTER​NATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE:
CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

SECTION EC-101 GENERAL

EC-101.1   Title. These [regulations] provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Energy Conservation Code [of], and shall be cited as such. It is referred to herein as “this code.”

*
*
*


EC-101.2.2   Applicability. The provisions of this code shall apply to all matters affecting or relating to structures and premises, as set forth in Section 101 and the Administrative Code. Where, in a specific case, different sections of this code specify different materials, methods of construction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern.



EC-101.2.2.1 through EC-101.2.2.4 (Delete titles and text of Subsections without substitution)

*
*
*

EC-101.5   Administrative provisions. This chapter contains those provisions that are unique to the administration of this code. All other administrative provisions applicable to this code are as set forth in the Administrative Code.

*
*
*

SECTIONS EC-104 through EC-107

(Delete titles and text of sections in their entirety without substitution)

*
*
*

SUBCODE “F” (THE PHILADELPHIA FIRE CODE)22
Article F-1.0  Adoption of the 2003 International Fire Code, with additions, deletions and amendments.
§F-1.1   The “2003 International Fire Code” as published by the International Code Council is hereby adopted as the Fire Code of the City of Philadelphia, with such additions, deletions and amendments as set forth in §F-1.2.

§F-1.2   The 2003 International Fire Code, copies of which are on file with the Department of Licenses and Inspections, is incorporated as if fully set forth herein, subject to the following additions, deletions and amendments, including errata issued by the International Code Council.


§F-1.2.1   [Brackets] indicate matter deleted. Italics indicate matter added.


§F-1.2.2   The numbers of all sections and subsections shall be preceded with the prefix “F-.”


§F-1.2.3   Throughout the code, references to “International” codes or ICC codes shall be deemed to refer to the “Philadelphia” codes of the same name.


§F-1.2.4   THE 2003 INTERNATION​AL FIRE CODE:

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION

(Delete Chapter in its entirety and substitute the following)

SECTION F-101   GENERAL

F-101.1   Title. These provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Fire Code and shall be cited as such and will be referred to herein as “this code.”

F-101.2   Scope. This code establishes regulations affecting or relating to structures, processes, premises and safeguards regarding:


1.
The hazard of fire and explosion arising from the storage, handling or use of structures, materials or devices.


2.
Conditions hazardous to life, property or public welfare in the occupancy of structures or premises.


3.
Fire hazards in a structure or on a premises from occupancy or operations.


4.
Matters related to the construction, extension, repair, alteration or removal of fire suppression or fire alarm systems.


F-101.2.1   Appendices. Provisions in the appendices shall not apply unless specifically adopted. Appendix H is hereby adopted.

F-101.3   Intent. The purpose of this code is to establish the minimum requirements consistent with nationally recognized good practice for providing a reasonable level of life safety and property protection from the hazards of fire, explosion or dangerous conditions in new and existing buildings, structures and premises and to provide safety to fire fighters and emergency responders during emergency operations.

F-101.4   Administrative provisions. This chapter contains those provisions that are unique to the administration of this code. All other administrative provisions applicable to this code are as set forth in the Philadelphia Administrative Code.

SECTION F-102 APPLICABILITY

F-102.1   Construction and design provisions. The construction and design provisions of this code shall apply to:


1.
Structures, facilities and conditions arising after the adoption of this code.


2.
Existing structures, facilities and conditions not legally in existence at the time of adoption of this code.


3.
Existing structures, facilities and conditions when identified in specific sections of this code.


4.
Existing structures, facilities and conditions which, in the opinion of the fire code official, constitute a distinct hazard to life or property.

F-102.2   Administrative, operational and maintenance provisions. The administrative, operational and maintenance provisions of this code shall apply to.


1.
Conditions and operations arising after the adoption of this code.


2.
Existing conditions and operations.

F-102.3   Application of building code. The design and construction of new structures shall comply with the Philadelphia Building Code. Repairs, alterations, additions and changes of use or occupancy to existing structures shall comply with the Philadelphia code applicable to the proposed work. In the alternative, repairs, alterations, additions and changes of use or occupancy to existing structures shall be permitted to comply with the Philadelphia Existing Building Code.

SECTION F-103   UNSAFE CONDITIONS

F-103.1   Hazardous conditions. The fire code official in charge of a location that has hazardous conditions that present imminent danger to building occupants shall be authorized to order the immediate evacuation of any building that is deemed unsafe due to such hazardous conditions. Persons so notified shall immediately leave the structure or premises and shall not enter or re-enter until authorized to do so by the fire code official or the fire department official in charge of the incident.

F-103.2   Fire protection systems. Where any required fire protection system or part thereof becomes inoperative and affects the fire safety of a structure or the occupants therein, the fire code official shall order the system to be repaired and returned to service and is authorized to order the structure vacated until the inoperative system is repaired and returned to service.

SECTION F-104   GENERAL AUTHORITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES

F-104.1   Fire investigations. The fire code official shall have the authority to investigate the cause, origin and circumstances of any fire, explosion or other hazardous condition. Information that could be related to trade secrets or processes shall not be made part of the public record except as directed by a court of law.


F-104.1.1   Assistance from other agencies. Police and other enforcement agencies shall have the authority to render necessary assistance in the investigation of fires when requested to do so.

F-104.2   Authority at fires and other emergencies. The fire department official in charge at the scene of a fire or other emergency involving the protection of life or property or any part thereof, shall have the authority to direct such operation as necessary to extinguish or control any fire, perform any rescue operation, investigate the existence of suspected or reported fires, gas leaks or other hazardous conditions or situations, or take any other action necessary in the reasonable performance of duty. In the exercise of such power, the fire official is authorized to prohibit any person, vehicle, vessel or thing from approaching the scene and is authorized to remove, or cause to be removed or kept away form the scene, any vehicle, vessel or thing which could impede or interfere with the operations of the fire department and, in the judgement of the fire official, any person not actually and usefully employed in the extinguishing of such fire or in the preservation of property in the vicinity thereof.


F-104.2.1   Barricades. The fire department official in charge at the scene of an emergency is authorized to place ropes, guards, barricades or other obstructions across any street, alley, place or private property in the vicinity of such operation so as to prevent accidents or interference with the lawful efforts of the fire department to manage and control the situation and to handle fire apparatus.


F-104.2.2   Obstructing operations. No person shall obstruct the operations of the fire department in connection with extinguishment or control of any fire, or actions relative to other emergencies, or disobey any lawful command of the fire department official in charge of the emergency, or any part thereof, or any lawful order of a police officer assisting the fire department.


F-104.2.3   Systems and devices. No person shall render a system or device inoperative during an emergency unless by direction of the fire chief or fire department official in charge of the incident.

SECTION F-105 PERMITS

F-105.1   Permits required. Permits required by this code shall be obtained from the fire code official in accordance with this chapter and the Philadelphia Administrative Code. There shall be three types of permits as specified in Sections F-105.2 through F-105.4.

F-105.2   Operational Permit. An Operational Permit allows the applicant to conduct an operation or a business for which a permit is required by Section F-105.6 for either:


1.
A prescribed period.


2.
A regular renewal period.


3.
Until renewed or revoked.

F-105.3   Construction permit. A construction permit allows the applicant to install or modify systems and equipment for which a permit is required by Section F-105.7. The fire code official shall determine the type of construction permit required.

F-105.4   Assisted Operation Permit. An Assisted Operation Permit provides for appropriate City agency assistance or oversight for the specified activities in Section F-105.8.

F-105.5   Inspection authorized. Before an Operational Permit is approved, the fire code official is authorized to inspect the receptacles, vehicles, buildings, devices, premises, storage spaces or areas to be used to determine compliance with this code or any operational constraints required.

F-105.6   Required Operational Permits. The fire code official is authorized to issue Operational Permits for the operations set forth in Sections F-105.6.1 through F-105.6.47.


F-105.6.1   Aerosol products. An Operational Permit is required to manufacture, store or handle an aggregate quantity of Level 2 or Level 3 aerosol products in excess of 500 pounds (227 kg) net weight.


F-105.6.2   Amusement buildings. An Operational Permit is required to operate a special amusement building.


F-105.6.3   Aviation facilities. An Operational Permit is required to use a Group H or Group S occupancy for aircraft servicing or repair and aircraft fuel-servicing vehicles. Additional permits required by other sections of this code include, but are not limited to, hot work, hazardous materials and flammable or combustible finishes.


F-105.6.4   Carnivals and fairs. An Operational Permit is required to conduct a carnival or fair.


F-105.6.5   Battery systems. An Operational Permit is required to install stationary lead-acid battery systems having a liquid capacity of more than 50 gallons (189 L).


F-105.6.6   Cellulose nitrate film. An Operational Permit is required to store, handle or use cellulose nitrate film in a Group A occupancy.


F-105.6.7   Combustible dust-producing operations. An Operational Permit is required to operate a grain elevator, flour starch mill, feed mill, or a plant pulverizing aluminum, coal, cocoa, magnesium, spices or sugar, or other operations producing combustible dusts as defined in Chapter 2.


F-105.6.8   Combustible fibers. An Operational Permit is required for the storage and handling of combustible fibers in quantities greater than 100 cubic feet (2.8 m3).


Exception: A permit is not required for agricultural storage.


F-105.6.9   Compressed gases. An Operational Permit is required for the storage, use or handling at normal temperature and pressure (NTP) of compressed gases in excess of the amounts listed in Table F-105.6.9.


Exception: Vehicles equipped for and using compressed gas as a fuel for propelling the vehicle.

TABLE F-105.6.9

PERMIT AMOUNTS FOR COMPRESSED GASES

	TYPE OF GAS
	AMOUNT

(cubic feet at NTP)

	Corrosive
	200

	Flammable (except cryogenic fluids and liquefied petroleum gases)
	200

	Highly toxic
	Any Amount

	Inert and simple asphyxiant
	6,000

	Oxidizing (including oxygen)
	504

	Toxic
	Any Amount


For SI: 1 cubic foot = 0.02832 m3.


F-105.6.10   Covered mall buildings. An Operational Permit is required for:


1.
The placement of retail fixtures and displays, concession equipment, displays of highly combustible goods and similar items in the mall.


2.
The display of liquid- or gas-fired equipment in the mall.


3.
The use of open-flame or flame-producing equipment in the mall.


F-105.6.11   Cryogenic fluids. An Operational Permit is required to produce, store, transport on site, use, handle or dispense cryogenic fluids in excess of the amounts listed in Table F-105.6.11.


Exception: Permits are not required for vehicles equipped for and using cryogenic fluids as a fuel for propelling the vehicle or for refrigerating the lading.

TABLE F-105.6.11

PERMIT AMOUNTS FOR CRYOGENIC FLUIDS

	TYPE OF CRYOGENIC FLUID
	INSIDE BUILDING (gallons)
	OUTSIDE BUILDING (gallons)

	Flammable
	More than 1
	60

	Inert
	60
	500

	Oxidizing (includes oxygen)
	10
	50

	Physical or health hazard not indicated above
	Any Amount
	Any Amount


For S1: 1 gallon = 3.785 L.


F-105.6.12   Cutting and welding. An Operational Permit is required to conduct cutting or welding operations.


F-105.6.13   Dry cleaning plants. An Operational Permit is required to engage in the business of dry cleaning or to change to a more hazardous cleaning solvent used in existing dry cleaning equipment.


F-105.6.14   Exhibits and trade shows. In lieu of an Operational Permit, exhibits and trade shows shall comply with Section F-408.2 specifically, and other applicable provisions of this code generally.


F-105.6.15   Explosives. An Operational Permit is required for the manufacture, storage, handling, sale or use of any quantity of explosive, explosive material, fireworks, or pyrotechnic special effects within the scope of Chapter 33. For the display of fireworks, in lieu of an Operational Permit, an Assisted Operation Permit shall be required in accordance with Sections F-105.8.2 and F-3308.2.


F-105.6.16   Fire hydrants and valves. An Operational Permit is required to use or operate fire hydrants or valves intended for fire suppression purposes which are installed on water systems and accessible to a fire apparatus access road that is open to or generally used by the public.


Exception: A permit is not required for authorized employees of the Water Department or the Fire Department to use or operate fire hydrants or valves.


F-105.6.17   Flammable and combustible liquids. An Operational Permit is required:


1.
To use or operate a pipeline for the transportation within facilities of flammable or combustible liquids. This requirement shall not apply to the off-site transportation in pipelines regulated by the Department of Transportation (DOTn) nor does it apply to piping systems.


2.
To store, handle or use Class I liquids in excess of 5 gallons (19 L) in a building or in excess of 10 gallons (37.9 L) outside of a building, except that a permit is not required for the following:



2.1   The storage or use Class I liquids in the fuel tank of a motor vehicle, aircraft, motorboat, mobile power plant or mobile heating plant, unless such storage, in the opinion of the fire code official, would cause an unsafe condition.



2.2   The storage or use of paints, oils, varnishes or similar flammable mixtures when such liquids are stored for maintenance, painting or similar purposes for a period of not more than 30 days.


3.
To store, handle or use Class II or Class IIIA liquids in excess of 25 gallons (95 L) in a building or in excess of 60 gallons (227 L) outside a building, except for fuel oil used in connection with oil-burning equipment.


4.
To remove Class I or Class II liquids from an underground storage tank used for fueling motor vehicles by any means other than the approved, stationary on-site pumps normally used for dispensing purposes.


5.
To operate tank vehicles, equipment, tanks, plants, terminals, wells, fuel-dispensing stations, refineries, distilleries and similar facilities where flammable and combustible liquids are produced, processed, transported, stored, dispensed or used.


6.
To place temporarily out of service (for more than 90 days) an underground, protected above-ground or above-ground flammable or combustible liquid tank.


7.
To change the type of contents stored in a flammable or combustible liquid tank to a material, which poses a greater hazard than that for which the tank was designed and constructed.


8.
To manufacture, process, blend or refine flammable or combustible liquids.


9.
To engage in the dispensing of liquid fuels into the fuel tanks of motor vehicles at commercial, industrial, governmental or manufacturing establishments.


10.
To utilize a site for the dispensing of liquid fuels from tank vehicles into the fuel tanks of motor vehicles at commercial, industrial, governmental or manufacturing establishments.


F-105.6.18   Floor finishing. An Operational Permit is required for floor finishing or surfacing operations exceeding 350 square feet (33 m2) using Class I or Class II liquids.


F-105.6.19   Fruit and crop ripening. An Operational Permit is required to operate a fruit- or crop-ripening facility or conduct a fruit-ripening process using ethylene gas.


F-105.6.20   Fumigation and thermal insecticidal fogging. An Operational Permits is required to operate a business of fumigation or thermal insecticidal fogging and to maintain a room, vault or chamber in which a toxic or flammable fumigant is used.


F-105.6.21   Hazardous materials. An Oper​ational Permit is required to store, transport on site, dispense, use or handle hazardous materials in excess of the amounts listed in Table F-105.6.21 and for extremely hazardous substances in accordance with Section F-105.6.21.1.

TABLE F-105.6.21

PERMIT AMOUNTS FOR HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

	TYPE OF MATERIAL
	AMOUNT

	Combustible liquids
	See Section F-105.6.17

	Corrosive materials


Gases


Liquids


Solids
	See Section F-105.6.9

55 gallons

1000 pounds

	Explosive materials
	See Section F-105.6.15

	Flammable materials


Gases


Liquids


Solids
	See Section F-105.6.9

See Section F-105.6.17

100 pounds

	Highly toxic materials


Gases


Liquids


Solids
	See Section F-105.6.9

Any Amount

Any Amount

	Oxidizing materials


Gases


Liquids


   Class 4


   Class 3


   Class 2


   Class 1


Solids


   Class 4


   Class 3


   Class 2


   Class 1
	See Section F-105.6.9

Any Amount

1 gallon

10 gallons

55 gallons

Any Amount

10 pounds

100 pounds

500 pounds

	Organic peroxides


Liquids


   Class I


   Class II


   Class III


   Class IV


   Class V


Solids


   Class I


   Class II


   Class III


   Class IV


   Class V
	Any Amount

Any Amount

1 gallon

2 gallons

No Permit Required

Any Amount

Any Amount

10 pounds

20 pounds

No Permit Required

	Pyrophoric materials


Gases


Liquids


Solids
	See Section F-105.6.9

Any Amount

Any Amount

	Toxic materials


Gases


Liquids


Solids
	See Section F-105.6.9

10 gallons

100 pounds

	Unstable (reactive) materials


Liquids


   Class 4


   Class 3


   Class 2


   Class 1


Solids


   Class 4


   Class 3


   Class 2


   Class 1
	Any Amount

Any Amount

5 gallons

10 gallons

Any Amount

Any Amount

50 pounds

100 pounds

	Water-reactive materials


Liquids


   Class 3


   Class 2


   Class 1


Solids


   Class 3


   Class 2


   Class 1
	Any amount

5 gallons

55 gallons

Any Amount

50 pounds

500 pounds


For SI: 1 gallon = 3.785 L, 1 pound = 0.454 kg.



F-105.6.21.1   Extremely hazardous substances. An Operational Permit is required for quantities of extremely hazardous substances regulated by Title III of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA Title III – also known as the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act) as listed in the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s List of Lists.


F-105.6.22   HPM facilities. An Operational Permit is required to store, handle or use hazardous production materials.


F-105.6.23   High-piled storage. An Operational Permit is required to use to use a building or portion thereof as a high-piled storage area exceeding 500 square feet (46 m2).


F-105.6.24   Hot work operations. An Operational Permit is required for hot work including, but not limited to:


1.
Public exhibitions and demonstrations where hot work is conducted.


2.
Use of portable hot work equipment inside a structure.


Exception: Work that is conducted under a construction permit.


3.
Fixed-site hot work equipment such as welding booths.


4.
Hot work conducted within a hazardous fire area.


5.
Application of roof coverings with the use of an open-flame device.


6.
When approved by the Department, the fire code official shall issue a permit to carry out a Hot Work Program. This program allows approved personnel to regulate their facility’s hot work operations. The approved personnel shall be trained in the fire safety aspects denoted in this chapter and shall be responsible for issuing permits requiring compliance with the requirements found in Chapter 26. These permits shall be issued only to their employees or hot work operations under their supervision.


F-105.6.25   Industrial ovens. An Operational Permit is required for operation of industrial ovens regulated by Chapter 21.


F-105.6.26   Lumber yards and woodworking plants. An Operational Permit is required for the storage or processing of lumber exceeding 100,000 board feet (8,333 ft3) (236 m3).


F-105.6.27   Liquid- or gas-fueled vehicles or equipment in assembly buildings. An Operational Permit is required to display, operate or demonstrate liquid- or gas-fueled vehicles or equipment in assembly buildings.


F-105.6.28   LP-gas. An Operational Permit is required for the following to the extent the activity is not regulated by the Pennsylvania “Propane and Liquefied Petroleum Gas Act.”


1.
Storage and use of LP-gas where a container or containers exceed 60 gallons (227 L) water capacity (nominal 200 pounds LP-gas capacity).


2.
Operation of cargo tankers that transport LP-gas.


F-105.6.29   Magnesium. An Operational Permit is required to melt, cast, heat treat or grind more than 10 pounds (4.54 kg) of magnesium.


F-105.6.30   Miscellaneous combustible storage. An Operational Permit is required to store in any building or upon any premises in excess of 2,500 cubic feet (71 m3) gross volume of combustible empty packing cases, boxes, barrels or similar containers, rubber tires, rubber, cork or similar combustible material.


F-105.6.31   Open burning. An Operational Permit is required for the kindling or maintaining of an open fire or a fire on any public street, alley, road, or other public or private ground. Instructions and stipulations of the permit shall be adhered to.


F-105.6.32   Open flames and torches. An Operational Permit is required to remove paint with a torch; or to use a torch or open-flame device in a hazardous fire area.


F-105.6.33   Open flames and candles. An Operational Permit is required to use open flames or candles in connection with assembly areas, dining areas of restaurants or drinking establishments.


Exceptions:


1.
Candles used during religious services.


2.
Candles having protected flames and securely supported on substantial noncombustible bases so located as to avoid danger of ignition of combustible materials.


3.
Approved small heating sources, such as alcohol burning devices in spill-proof containers or chaffing dish holders, used for warming food.


4.
Open flames other than pyrotechnic used in theatrical performances, where approved by the Department.


F-105.6.34   Organic coatings. An Operational Permit is required for any organic-coating manufacturing operation producing more than 1 gallon (4 L) of an organic coating in one day.


F-105.6.35   Places of assembly. An Operational Permit is required to operate a place of assembly. The Certificate of Occupancy shall be deemed to be the permit in this instance.


F-105.6.36 Private fire hydrants. An Operational Permit is required for the removal from service, use or operation of private fire hydrants.


Exception: A permit is not required for private industry with trained maintenance personnel, private fire brigade or fire departments to maintain, test and use private hydrants.


F-105.6.37   Pyrotechnic special effects material. An Operational Permit is required for use and handling of pyrotechnic special effects material.


F-105.6.38   Pyroxylin plastics. An Operational Permit is required for storage or handling of more than 25 pounds (11 kg) of cellulose nitrate (pyroxylin) plastics and for the assembly or manufacture of articles involving pyroxylin plastics.


F-105.6.39   Refrigeration equipment. An Operational Permit is required to operate a mechanical refrigeration unit or system regulated by Chapter 6.


F-105.6.40   Repair garages and motor fuel-dispensing facilities. An Operational Permit is required for operation of repair garages and automotive, marine and fleet motor fuel-dispensing facilities.


F-105.6.41   Rooftop heliports. An Operational Permit is required for the operation of a rooftop heliport.


F-105.6.42   Spraying or dipping. An Operational Permit is required to conduct a spraying or dipping operation utilizing flammable or combustible liquids or the application of combustible powders regulated by Chapter 15.


F-105.6.43   Storage of scrap tires and tire byproducts. An Operational Permit is required to establish, conduct or maintain storage of scrap tires and tire byproducts that exceeds 2,500 cubic feet (71 m3) of total volume of scrap tires and for indoor storage of tires and tire byproducts.


F-105.6.44   Temporary membrane structures, tents and canopies. An Operational Permit is required to operate an air-supported temporary membrane structure or a tent having an area in excess of 200 square feet (19 m2), or a canopy in excess of 400 square feet (37 m2).


Exceptions:


1.
Tents used exclusively for recreational camping purposes.


2.
Fabric canopies open on all sides which comply with all of the following:



2.1.
Individual canopies shall have a maximum size of 700 square feet (65 m2).



2.2.
The aggregate area of multiple canopies placed side by side without a fire break clearance of not less than 12 feet (3658 mm) shall not exceed 700 square feet (65 m2) total.



2.3.
A minimum clearance of 12 feet (3658 mm) to structures and other tents shall be provided.



F-105.6.44.1   Tents accessory to Group A-2 nightclub occupancies. Permits shall not be issued for tents that are accessory to an A-2 nightclub occupancy having a floor area greater than 1000 square feet (95 m2) without the approval of the Commissioner of the Department of Licenses and Inspections or his or her designee. Specific provisions include:



1.
The occupant load of the tent shall be determined in accordance with Section F-1004 for assembly occupancies.



2.
Requirements of the Philadelphia Zoning Code governing parking spaces shall be maintained where tents are erected on parking lots serving the A-2 nightclub use.



3.
Toilet facilities shall be provided on the premises in accordance with the Philadelphia Plumbing Code based on the occupant load including the tent.



4.
Application for the Operational Permit shall be submitted at least seven calendar days in advance of the event.


F-105.6.45   Tire-rebuilding plants. An Operational Permit is required for the operation and maintenance of a tire-rebuilding plant.


F-105.6.46   Waste handling. An Operational Permit is required for the operation of wrecking and salvage yards, junk yards and waste material-handling facilities.


F-105.6.47   Wood products. An Operational Permit is required to store chips, hogged material, lumber or plywood in excess of 200 cubic feet (6 m3).

F-105.7   Required construction permits. The fire code official is authorized to issue construction permits for work as set forth in Sections F-105.7.1 through F-105.7.12.


F-105.7.1   Automatic fire-extinguish​ing systems. A construction permit is required for installation, modification, or removal from service of an automatic fire-extinguishing system. Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not considered a modification and does not require a permit.


F-105.7.2   Compressed gases. When the compressed gases in use or storage exceed the amounts listed in Table F-105.6.9, a construction permit is required to install, repair damage to, abandon, remove, place temporarily out of service, or close or substantially modify a compressed gas system.


Exceptions:


1.
Routine maintenance.


2.
For emergency repair work performed on an emergency basis, application for permit shall be made within two working days of commencement of work.

The permit applicant shall apply for approval to close storage, use or handling facilities at least 30 days prior to the termination of the storage, use or handling of compressed or liquefied gases. Such application shall include any change or alteration of the facility closure plan filed pursuant to Section F-2701.6.3. The 30-day period is not applicable when approved based on special circumstances requiring such waiver.


F-105.7.3   Fire alarm and detection systems and related equipment. A construction permit is required for installation, modification, or removal from service of fire alarm and detection systems and related equipment. Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not considered a modification and does not require a permit.


F-105.7.4   Fire pumps and related equipment. A construction permit is required for installation of or modification to fire pumps and related fuel tanks, jockey pumps, controllers, and generators. Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not considered a modification and does not require a permit.


F-105.7.5   Flammable and combustible liquids. A construction permit is required:


1.
To repair or modify a pipeline for the transportation of flammable or combustible liquids.


2.
To install, construct or alter tank vehicles, equipment, tanks, plants, terminals, wells, fuel-dispensing stations, refineries, distilleries and similar facilities where flammable and combustible liquids are produced, processed, transported, stored, dispensed or used.


3.
To install, alter, remove, abandon or otherwise dispose of a flammable or combustible liquid tank.


F-105.7.6   Hazardous materials. A construc​tion permit is required to install, repair damage to, abandon, remove, place temporarily out of service, or close or substantially modify a storage facility or other area regulated by Chapter 27 when the hazardous materials in use or storage exceed the amounts listed in Table F-105.6.21.


Exceptions:

1.
Routine maintenance.


2.
For repair work performed on an emergency basis, application for permit shall be22.1 made within two working days of commencement of work.


F-105.7.7   Industrial ovens. A construction permit is required for installation of industrial ovens covered by Chapter 21.


Exceptions:


1.
Routine maintenance.


2.
For repair work performed on an emergency basis, application for permit shall be made within two working days of commencement of work.


F-105.7.8   LP-gas. A construction permit is required for installation of or modification to an LP-gas system.


F-105.7.9   Private fire hydrants. A construction permit is required for the installation, modification, or removal from service of private fire hydrants.


F-105.7.10   Spraying or dipping. A construction permit is required to install or modify a spray room, dip tank or booth.


F-105.7.11   Standpipe systems. A construction permit is required for the installation, modification, or removal from service of a standpipe system. Maintenance performed in accordance with this code is not considered a modification and does not require a permit.


F-105.7.12   Temporary membrane structures, tents, and canopies. A construction permit is required to erect an air-supported temporary membrane structure or a tent having an area in excess of 200 square feet (19 m2), or a canopy in excess of 400 square feet (37 m2).


Exceptions:


1.
Tents used exclusively for recreational camping purposes.


2.
Funeral tents and curtains or extensions attached thereto, when used for funeral services.


3.
Fabric canopies and awnings open on all sides which comply with all of the following:



3.1   Individual canopies shall have a maximum size of 700 square feet (65 m2)



3.2   The aggregate area of multiple canopies placed side by side without a fire break clearance of 12 feet (3658 mm) shall not exceed 700 square feet (65 m2) total.



3.3   A minimum clearance of 12 feet (3658 mm) to structures and other tents shall be maintained.

F-105.8   Required Assisted Operation Permits. The fire code official is authorized to issue construction permits for work as set forth in Sections F-105.8.1 through F-105.8.2.


F-105.8.1   Transportation of explosives. An Assisted Operation Permit is required for the transportation of explosives of 1000 pounds (454 kg) or more into or through the City of Philadelphia. A separate permit is required for each movement.


F-105.8.2   Fireworks display. An Assisted Operation Permit is required for each event of indoor and outdoor use of fireworks. Where a single show has a series of performance dates in a theater, sports arena or similar venue, such series of dates shall be considered one event for the purposes of this permit, provided there is no change from the approved fireworks or pyrotechnic displays.

SECTION F-106   MAINTENANCE

F-106.1   Maintenance of safeguards. Where any device, equipment, system, condition, arrangement, level of protection, or any other feature is required for compliance with the provisions of this code, or otherwise installed, such device, equipment, system, condition, arrangement, level of protection, or other feature shall thereafter be continuously maintained in accordance with this code and applicable referenced standards.

F-106.2   Testing and operation. Equipment requiring periodic testing or operation to ensure maintenance shall be tested or operated as specified in this code.


F-106.2.1   Test and inspection records. Required test and inspection records shall be available to the fire code official at all times or such records as the fire code official or this code designates, shall be filed with the fire code official.


F-106.2.2   Reinspection and testing. Where any work or installation does not pass an initial test or inspection, the necessary corrections shall be made so as to achieve compliance with this code. The work or installation shall then be reinspected or re-tested and the results resubmitted to the fire code official as appropriate.

F-106.3   Supervision. Maintenance and testing shall be under the supervision of a responsible person who shall ensure that such maintenance and testing are conducted at specified intervals in accordance with this code.

F-106.4   Rendering equipment inoperable. Portable or fixed fire-extinguishing systems or devices and fire-warning systems shall not be rendered inoperative or inaccessible except as necessary during emergencies, maintenance, repairs, alterations, drills or prescribed testing. The restoration of protection shall be diligently pursued.


F-106.4.1   Fire Department notifica​tion. The Fire Department shall be notified by telephone at 215-922-6000 of the shutdown of any fire protection system that affects more than one story or more than 30,000 square feet on one story. This notification shall occur immediately upon knowledge of an unplanned loss of protection and prior to the interruption of protection in the case of tests, maintenance, repairs, alterations or additions. The notification shall include the extent of and reason for such interruption of protection and the anticipated length of outage. The Fire Department shall be notified again immediately upon restoration of service.

F-106.5   Owner/occupant responsibility. Correction and abatement of violations of this code shall be the responsibility of the owner. If an occupant creates, or allows to be created, hazardous conditions in violation of this code, the occupant shall also be held responsible for the abatement of such hazardous conditions.

F-106.6   Overcrowding. Overcrowding or admittance of any person beyond the lawful occupancy of a building or a portion thereof constitutes a violation of this code. Upon finding any overcrowding or unlawful occupancy, the fire code official, in addition to any other remedy under this code, is authorized to cause any event or activity to be stopped until such overcrowding or unlawful occupancy is corrected.

F-106.7   Obstructions. An obstruction in an aisle, passageway or other means of egress constitutes a violation of this code. Upon finding any obstruction in an aisle, passageway or other means of egress, or upon finding any condition that constitutes a life safety hazard, the fire code official, in addition to any other remedy under this code, is authorized to cause any event or activity to be stopped until such condition or obstruction is corrected.
SECTION F-107 BOARD OF SAFETY AND FIRE PREVENTION

F-107.1   Board of Safety and Fire Prevention authorized. Pursuant to Section 3-100(h) and Section 3-917 of the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter, the Mayor may, upon the recommendation of the Fire Commissioner or of his/her own volition, appoint a board to act in an advisory capacity to the Fire Department. This board shall be known as the Board of Safety and Fire Prevention and shall consist of a representative of the Fire Department, a representative of the Department of Licenses and Inspections, and five other members appointed by the Mayor. One of the five shall be a qualified fire protection engineer and another shall be a qualified fire protection specialist in the petroleum industry. The remaining members shall be persons who are qualified by experience and training to deliberate matters pertaining to hazards of fire, explosion, hazardous conditions, fire protection systems and life safety.

F-107.2   Duties of the board. The Board of Safety and Fire Prevention shall act in an advisory capacity to the Fire Commissioner in matters of fire safety and fire prevention that may include:


1.
Considering appeals as set forth in the Administrative Code;


2.
Advising in the interpretation of this code and the regulations issued under it;


3.
Suggesting changes to this code and regulations issued under it;


4.
Suggesting standards and procedures of good fire prevention practice to supplement the provisions of this code; and


5.
Advising as to standards of fire safety practice in the manufacture, storage, sale, transportation and use of new materials which are combustible, flammable, explosive, toxic or which may constitute a fire hazard.

CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

SECTION F-202   GENERAL DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

CODE OFFICIAL. See “Fire Code Official.”

*
*
*

DEPARTMENT. For the purposes of this code, the term “Department” shall mean the Fire Department.

*
*
*

FIRE CODE OFFICIAL. The [fire chief or other designated authority] Fire Commissioner and/or the Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or their duly authorized representatives charged with the administration and enforcement of the code[, or a duly authorized representative] in accordance with practices established by the two departments. This term is interchangeable with the term “code official.”

*
*
*

REGULATED FACILITY. See Section F-2702.1

RELEASE. See Section F-2702.1

REPORTABLE QUANTITY. See Section F-2702.1

*
*
*

SOCIAL ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES. Dancing, entertainment by live music or a disc jockey, observing a theatrical or other performance or similar activities. The phrase shall not include the consumption of food and beverages, listening to a speaker or lecture, watching television, watching or participating in athletic events, or other similar activities.

*
*
*

Special Assembly Occupancy. One of the following if 50 or more people congregate primarily for social entertainment purposes at such location at one or more times during the course of any year: nightclub; discotheque; cabaret; tavern; bar; restaurant; private club; banquet hall; and similar place of assembly without primarily fixed seating.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 3

GENERAL PRECAUTIONS AGAINST FIRE

*
*
*

F-302.1   Definitions.

*
*
*

OPEN BURNING. The burning of materials wherein products of combustion are emitted directly into the ambient air without passing through a stack or chimney from an enclosed chamber contained within an appliance that conforms to the Philadelphia Mechanical Code. Open burning does not include road flares, smudgepots and similar devices associated with safety or occupational uses typically considered open flames or recreational fires. For the purposes of this definition, a chamber shall be regarded as enclosed when, during the time combustion occurs, only apertures, ducts, stacks, flues or chimneys necessary to provide combustion air and permit the escape of exhaust gas are open.

*
*
*

F-307.2   Permit required. A permit shall be obtained from the fire code official in accordance with Section F-105.6 with pre-requisite approval by the Department prior to kindling a fire for [recognized silvicultural or range or wildlife management practices, prevention or control of disease or pests, or a] any open burning, bonfire or recreational fire. Application for such approval shall only be presented by and permits issued to the owner of the land upon which the fire is to be kindled.

*
*
*

F-308.3   Open flame. A person shall not utilize or allow to be utilized, an open flame in connection with a public meeting or gathering for purposes of deliberation, worship, entertainment, amusement, instruction, education, recreation, awaiting transportation or similar purpose in assembly or educational occupancies without first obtaining a permit in accordance with Section F-105.6 with pre-requisite approval by the Department.


Exceptions:

1.
Small containers of a heating source, such as alcohol or paraffin, for the warming of food when in spill proof containers or used in chaffing dish holders.


2.
Heating and cooking equipment used in accordance with Sections F-308.3.1 and F-308.5.


F-308.3.1   Open-flame cooking de​vices. Charcoal burners and other open-flame cooking devices (barbecue grills, hibachis, or similar devices with or without covers) shall not be operated on combustible balconies, decks or roofs, or within 10 feet (3048 mm) of combustible construction.


Exception[s]:


1.
One- and two-family dwellings.


[2.
Where buildings, balconies and decks are protected by an automatic sprinkler system.]



F-308.3.1.1   Liquefied-petroleum-gas-fueled cooking devices. LP-gas burners (barbecue grills, hibachis, or similar devices with or without covers) [having an LP-gas container with a water capacity greater than 2.5 pounds [nominal 1 pound (0.454 kg) LP-gas capacity]] shall not be located on [combustible] balconies, decks or roofs, nor within 10 feet (3048 mm) of combustible construction, nor within five feet (1524 mm) of building openings (such as doors, windows and vents).

Exception: One- and two-family dwellings, provided neither the cooking device nor the LP-gas container is located within five feet (1524 mm) of building openings.

*
*
*


F-308.3.5   Religious ceremonies. [When, in the opinion of the fire code official,] Where adequate safeguards have been taken, [participants] the use of candles in religious ceremonies is permitted [are allowed to carry hand-held candles]. Hand-held candles shall not be passed from one person to another while lighted, except as provided in accordance with regulations determined by the Department.

*
*
*

F-308.4   Torches for roofing or removing paint. Persons utilizing a torch or other flame-producing device for roofing or removing paint from a structure shall provide a minimum of one portable fire extinguisher complying with Section F-906 and with a minimum 4-A rating, two portable fire extinguishers, each with a minimum 2-A rating, or a water hose connected to the water supply on the premises where such burning is done. The person doing the burning shall remain on the premises 1 hour after the torch or flame-producing device is utilized. Roofing work utilizing a torch or hot-air gun shall be performed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and NFPA 241.


F-308.4.1   Permit. A permit in accordance with Section F-105.6 shall be secured from the fire code official prior to the utilization of a torch or flame-producing device to do roofing work or remove paint from a structure.

F-308.5   (Remove title and text of subsection and substitute as follows)
F-308.5   Heating and cooking equipment. Portable heating and cooking equipment that produces a flame is not permitted in a building.


Exceptions:


1.
Portable heating equipment is permitted in buildings under construction or buildings temporarily without heat in accordance with Section F-3803.2.1.2.


2.
Listed and approved portable kerosene heaters are permitted in one- and two-family dwellings. Such heaters shall:



2.1   Be located at least 3 feet (914 mm) from combustible materials;



2.2   Not be left unattended;



2.3   Be shut off before sleeping; and



2.4   Be refueled outside the living quarters and only with kerosene that is stored outside in a safe location.

*
*
*


F-311.2.2   Fire protection. Fire alarm, sprinkler and standpipe systems shall be maintained in an operable condition at all times.


Exceptions:

1.
[When the premises have been cleared of all combustible materials and debris and, in the opinion of the fire code official, the type of construction, fire separation distance and security of the premises do not create a fire hazard.] Fire alarm systems are permitted to be placed out of service in buildings with no occupancy provided that all windows, doors and other openings accessible to trespassers are secured against entry by unauthorized persons.

2.
Where buildings will not be heated and fire protection systems will be exposed to freezing temperatures, when approved by the Department fire alarm and sprinkler systems are permitted to be placed out of service and standpipes are permitted to be maintained as dry systems (without an automatic water supply) provided the building has no contents or storage, and provided that windows, doors and other openings accessible to trespassers are secured to prohibit entry by unauthorized persons. Where sprinkler systems are permitted to be taken out of service, a sign shall be placed at the fire department connection that reads: “SPRINKLER SYSTEM OUT OF SERVICE.” Standpipe systems permitted to be operated as dry systems shall have a sign at the fire department connection that reads: “DRY STANDPIPE.”
*
*
*


F-315.2.4   Attic, under-floor and concealed spaces. Storage areas in Group R-2 occupancies, [A]attic, under-floor and concealed spaces used for storage of combustible materials shall be protected on the storage side as required for 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction. Openings shall be protected by assemblies that are self-closing and are of noncombustible construction or solid wood core not less than 1.75 inches (44.5 mm) in thickness. Storage shall not be placed on exposed joists.

*
*
*


F-315.3.2   Height and area. [Storage in the open shall not exceed 20 feet (6096 mm) in height] The outside storage of combustible materials shall not exceed individual piles of 5,000 square feet (465 m2) in area nor 10 feet (3048 mm) in height. Each storage area shall have fire access lanes at least 15 feet (4572 mm) wide on all sides of each pile. Piles shall be at least 15 feet (4572 mm) from building openings (windows, doors, vents, etc.) and buildings with combustible exterior walls.


Exception: The height of piles of combustible storage is permitted to increase by one foot for each one and one-half foot increase in the width of fire access lanes to a maximum height of 20 feet.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 4

EMERGENCY PLANNING AND PREPAREDNESS

*
*
*

F-401.2   Approval. [Where required by this code, f]Fire safety plans, emergency procedures, and employee training programs required by this code shall be subject to approval[ed] by the fire code official.

F-401.3   Emergency forces notification. In the event the building fire alarm sounds or an unwanted fire of any magnitude occurs on a property, the owner or occupant shall immediately sound the building fire alarm and report such condition to the fire department. Building employees and tenants shall implement the appropriate emergency plans and procedures. Upon the sounding of a building fire alarm, all occupants shall follow the building’s fire safety and evacuation plans. No person shall, by verbal or written directive, require any delay in the reporting of a fire to the fire department.


Exception: The building fire alarm is not required to be immediately sounded where a delay is permitted by an approved fire evacuation plan.

*
*
*

F-404.2   Where required. A[n approved] fire safety and evacuation plan shall be prepared and maintained for the following occupancies and buildings. Plans, including voice fire alarm messages, for Group I-2 and I-4 occupancies and for high-rise buildings shall be approved by the Department.

*
*
*


F-404.3.1   Fire evacuation plans. Fire evacuation plan contents shall include the following:

*
*
*


9.
A list of the names and locations of employees, inmates and residents with disabilities and the location of specialized equipment for rescue, such as stair chairs.


F-404.3.2   Fire safety plans. Fire safety plans shall include the following:

*
*
*


3.
Site plans indicating the following:

*
*
*



3.4   The building, adjacent buildings and streets.



3.5   The location of fire department connections for sprinkler and standpipe systems.


4.
Floor plans identifying the locations of the following:

*
*
*



4.10   Interior fixed walls, doors and stairways to identify floor layout and means of egress.



4.11   Shafts, including but not limited to those for elevators and building service equipment.



4.12   Floor control valves for sprinkler and standpipe systems.

*
*
*

F-404.5   Availability. Fire safety and evacuation plans shall be available in the workplace for reference and review by employees, and copies shall be furnished to the fire code official for review upon request. A copy of the plans shall also be maintained in the fire command center or, where no fire command center exists, in a location readily accessible to the Department.

*
*
*

F-405.2   Frequency. Required emergency evacuation drills shall be held at the intervals specified in Table F-405.2 or more frequently where necessary to familiarize all occupants with the drill procedure.

TABLE F-405.2

FIRE AND EVACUATION DRILL

FREQUENCY AND PARTICIPATION

	GROUP OR OCCUPANCY
	FREQUENCY
	PARTICIPATION

	Group A
	Quarterly
	Employees

	Group E
	Monthly a
	    All occupants

	Group I
	Quarterly on each shift c
	  Employees b

	Group R-1
	Quarterly on each shift
	Employees

	Group R-4
	[Quarterly] Semi-annually on each shift d
	   Employees b

	Group B high-rise buildings
	Semi-annually
	  All occupants


a.
The frequency shall be allowed to be modified in accordance with Sections F-408.3.2 and F-409.5.

b.
Fire and evacuation drills in residential care assisted living facilities shall include complete evacuation of the premises in accordance with Section F-408.10.5 or as otherwise provided in accordance with an approved fire evacuation plan. Where occupants receive habilitation or rehabilitation training, fire prevention and fire safety practices shall be included as part of the training program.

c.
For the frequency in Group I-1 occupancies, see Section F-408.5.4.

d.
For the frequency in the first year, see Section F-408.10.4.

*
*
*

F-408.2   Group A occupancies. Group A occupancies shall comply with the requirements of Sections F-408.2.1 and F-408.2.2 and Sections F-401 through F-406. Conventions, trade shows and exhibition events shall be conducted in accordance with fire safety requirements of the Department and the Department of Licenses and Inspections.

*
*
*


F-408.2.2   Announcements. In theaters, motion picture theaters, auditoriums, Special Assembly Occupancies and similar assembly occupancies in Group A used for noncontinuous programs, an audible announcement shall be made not more than 10 minutes prior to the start of each program to notify the occupants of the location of the exits to be used in the event of a fire or other emergency. Places of assembly having continuous entertainment, music or other programs, shall make the announcement at the change of each entertainment set, but no less frequently than every 90 minutes.

*
*
*

F-408.12   High-rise buildings. The fire code official shall inspect high-rise buildings for compliance with this code. The owner, manager or operator of high-rise buildings shall pay an annual inspection fee based on the gross square footage of floor area as set forth in the Philadelphia Administrative Code.


Exception: Buildings or portions of buildings that are classified as Group R-2 occupancies are subject to the housing inspection license in lieu of the high-rise annual inspection fee.

SECTION F-409   SHELTERING IN PLACE

F-409.1   General. All occupancy groups and buildings that are required to have a fire safety and evacuation plan shall also prepare and maintain a specific plan for sheltering occupants in place (inside the building). The plan shall be placed into effect when notified by local, state or federal officials that an outdoor hazardous materials or biological emergency exists that makes it unsafe for occupants to leave buildings.

F-409.2   Shelter-in-place plan. Shelter-in-place plans shall provide for the safety of building occupants from outdoor contaminants. Building managers shall identify suitable pre-determined shelter rooms or areas with as few windows, vents and doors as possible. Shelter areas shall contain a water supply for both drinking and toilet facilities. Plans shall require that all doors and windows be shut (and locked where locking provides a tighter seal) and all air handling equipment (heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems) be shut down. To provide necessary protection, sealing windows, doors and vents with tape is permitted.

F-409.3   All clear announcement. When an all clear message is announced, building managers shall direct people in shelter areas to proceed to the exterior of the building, open all windows and doors and turn on air handling equipment to facilitate exhausting any contaminants that have infiltrated the building. Further instructions will be available via radio and television broadcasts.

F-409.4   Training. A copy of the shelter-in-place plan shall be given to all employees and tenants. Employees required to assist in carrying out the plan shall receive training at least annually. A record of all training shall be maintained at the building.

F-409.5   Shelter-in-place drills. A shelter-in-place drill shall be conducted once annually for all occupancies required to have a plan and twice annually for Group E occupancies. Each required shelter-in-place drill for Group E occupancies can be substituted for one fire drill.

Section F-410 FAMILY CHILD DAY CARE FACILITIES

F-410.1   Scope. This Section shall apply to any Family Child Day Care Facility, defined for purposes of this Section to include any facility that is covered by either Section F-410.1.1 or Section F-410.1.2. Family Child Day Care Facilities shall be regulated as specified in Sections F-410.1.1 through F-410.6.2.


F-410.1.1   Not within an R-3 occupancy. A facility that is not located within and accessory to a one- or two-family dwelling in which child day care services are provided for five or fewer children for periods of less than 24 consecutive hours is classified as a Family Child Day Care Facility. Such facilities shall be operated in accordance with The Philadelphia Code and Sections F-410.2 through F-410.4. Additionally, such a Family Child Day Care Facility shall conform to the requirements of the occupancy group in which the Family Child Day Care Facility is located.


F-410.1.2   Within a dwelling unit. A dwelling unit where child day care services are provided for 12 or fewer children shall be classified as an R-3 occupancy and as a Family Child Day Care Facility provided that:


1.
The dwelling unit is contained within a one- or two-family dwelling;


2.
Child day care services are provided for less than 24 hours;


3.
The dwelling unit is used primarily as a private residence; and


4.
The provision of day care services is accessory to the principal use of the dwelling unit as a residence.

Such facilities shall be operated in accordance with The Philadelphia Code and Sections F-410.2 through F-410.4 and either F-410.5 or F-410.6 as applicable.

F-410.2   License. A license to operate a Family Child Day Care Facility shall be obtained from the Department of Licenses and Inspections, which includes an annual fire inspection. No license shall be issued under this section unless the applicant has secured a Business Privilege License to the extent required by Title 19 of The Philadelphia Code.

F-410.3   Portable heating devices. Portable heating devices that produce an open flame shall not be used in buildings during the operating hours of a Family Child Day Care Facility.

F-410.4   Fire extinguisher. At least one portable fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 2-A:10-B:C shall be mounted in the portion of the building used for family child day care and in kitchens and other cooking areas within the fire area containing the Family Child Day Care Facility.

F-410.5   Six or fewer children. Child day-care facilities that are classified as Group R-3 occupancies pursuant to Section B-310.1 of the Philadelphia Building Code and that provide day-care services to six or fewer children within and accessory to a one- or two-family dwelling shall comply with Sections F-410.2 through F-410.5.2.


F-410.5.1   Smoke alarms. A single station smoke alarm shall be installed in each story including basements. The smoke alarms shall be powered by the building wiring system or non-replaceable lithium batteries listed by Underwriters Laboratories® that are warranted for 10 years and shall sound an alarm when activated that is audible to persons in the dwelling unit’s indoor child care spaces with all intervening doors closed. Where battery powered smoke alarms are used, the building owner shall keep the proof and date of purchase of the smoke alarms in the unit’s fire drill logs.


F-410.5.2   Means of egress. The dwelling unit and the accessory child day-care facilities shall comply with the means of egress requirements for an R-3 occupancy and licensure under 55 Pa Code Chapter 3290 (relating to family child day care homes).

F-410.6   Seven to twelve children. Child day-care facilities that are classified as Group R-3 occupancies pursuant to Section B-310.1 of the Philadelphia Building Code and that provide day-care services to more than six but no more than twelve children within and accessory to a one- or two-family dwelling shall comply with Sections F-410.2 through F-410.4, F-410.6.1 and F-410.6.2.


F-410.6.1   Smoke alarms. Interconnect​ed multiple station smoke alarms shall be installed in each story including basements. The smoke alarms shall be powered by the building wiring system and shall sound an alarm when activated that is audible to persons in the dwelling unit’s indoor child care spaces with all intervening doors closed.


F-410.6.2   Means of egress. The dwelling unit and the accessory child day-care facilities shall comply with the means of egress requirements for an R-3 occupancy and licensure under 55 Pa Code Chapter 3280 (relating to group child day care homes).

CHAPTER 5

FIRE SERVICE FEATURES

*
*
*

F-503.1   Where required. Fire apparatus access roads shall be provided and maintained in accordance with Sections F-503.1.1 through F-503.1.3. Deviations from these requirements shall be submitted to the Department for approval.

*
*
*


F-503.1.2   Additional access. Where a fire apparatus access road is not within 50 feet (15 240 mm) of the front or main entrance of a building, the Department is authorized to require that a fire lane, at least 12 feet (3658 mm) wide, be installed within 50 feet (15,240 mm) of the front or main entrance to the building. 


The fire code official is authorized to require more than one fire apparatus access road based on the potential for impairment of a single road by vehicle congestion, condition of terrain, climatic conditions or other factors that could limit access.

*
*
*

F-503.4   Obstruction of fire apparatus access roads. Fire apparatus access roads shall not be obstructed in any manner, including the parking of vehicles. The minimum widths and clearances established in Section F-503.2.1 shall be maintained at all times. Where fencing or other security barricades are erected, an emergency means of access, approved by the Department, shall be provided.
*
*
*

F-508.3   Fire flow. Fire flow (fire fighting water supply via fire hydrants) quantities [requirements] for new and existing buildings or portions of buildings and facilities shall be [determined by an approved method] provided in accordance with Section F-508.5.

*
*
*

F-508.5   Private [F]fire hydrant systems. Private [F]fire hydrant systems shall comply with Sections F-508.5.1 through F-508.5.6.


F-508.5.1   Where required. Where a portion of [the] any facility or building is located or hereafter constructed or moved [into or within the jurisdiction is] more than 400 feet (122 m) from a fire hydrant on a fire apparatus access road, as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the facility or building, on-site private fire hydrants and mains shall be provided [where required by the fire code official].


Exceptions:


1.
For Group R-3 and Group U occupancies, the distance requirement shall be 600 feet (183 m).


2.
For buildings equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section F-903.3.1.1 or F-903.3.1.2, the distance requirement shall be 600 feet (183 m).



F-508.5.1.1   Number and location of private fire hydrants. Where private fire hydrants are required by this chapter, one fire hydrant is required for the first 20,000 square feet (1860 m2) or fraction thereof of the gross floor area at grade (footprint) of a building, plus one fire hydrant for each additional 50,000 square feet (4650 m2) or fraction thereof of gross floor area at grade. Where a property has multiple buildings requiring fire hydrants, for those buildings with a gross floor area per building not exceeding 20,000 square feet (1860 m2), one fire hydrant is sufficient for that group of buildings provided that each exterior point of a building is within 400 feet (122 m) of a fire hydrant. The exact location of the fire hydrants shall be specified by the Department after survey of the site or review of building plans to determine the most advantageous locations for fire fighting.



F-508.5.1.2   Water main size. Newly installed water mains that supply private fire hydrants shall not be less than 6 inches (152 mm) in diameter.



F-508.5.1.3   Flow and pressure requirements. Private fire service mains shall provide a minimum flow of 600 gallons per minute (2271 l/min) at a minimum residual pressure of 20 pounds per square inch (138 kPa).



Exception: Private fire hydrants installed prior to January 1, 2004 and meeting all other requirements of this chapter.



F-508.5.1.4   Type of private fire hydrants. Newly installed private fire hydrants shall be Philadelphia standard fire hydrants as specified by the Philadelphia Water Department. Existing private fire hydrants are acceptable provided the outlets and operating stems are the same as those on a Philadelphia standard fire hydrant. Existing pentagonal (5 sided) operating stems corresponding in dimensions to fire department fire hydrant wrenches are also acceptable.



F-508.5.1.5   Color coding of private fire hydrants. To assist the Fire Department in quickly locating private fire hydrants during a fire emergency and in identifying those connected to non-potable (untreated) water supplies, the fire hydrants shall be color coded consistent with the Water Department’s color coding of municipal fire hydrants in accordance with Sections F-508.5.1.5.1 and F-508.5.1.5.2.




F-508.5.1.5.1   Fire hydrants con​nected to potable water supplies. Private fire hydrants connected to potable water supplies shall be painted orange, with the bonnet (top portion) color coded to identify the diameter of the water main feeding the fire hydrant as follows:




1.
Bonnets shall be painted orange for fire hydrants connected to water mains 8 inches (203 mm) or smaller in diameter.




2.
Bonnets shall be painted green for fire hydrants connected to water mains 10 inches (254 mm) to 14 inches (356 mm) in diameter.




3.
Bonnets shall be painted red for fire hydrants connected to water mains 16 inches (406 mm) or larger in diameter.




F-508.5.1.5.2   Fire hydrants connected to non-potable water supplies. Private fire hydrants connected to non-potable water supplies shall be painted entirely red.


F-508.5.2   Inspection, testing and maintenance. Private [F]fire hydrant systems shall be subject to periodic tests as required by [the fire code official] Section F-508.5.3. Private [F]fire hydrant systems shall be maintained in an operative condition at all times and shall be repaired where defective. Additions, repairs, alterations and servicing shall comply with approved standards. Annual test records and certifications of private fire hydrants shall contain the name, address and license number of the person performing the test and shall be submitted in an approved form to the Department of Licenses and Inspections.

*
*
*


F-508.5.5   (Delete the title and text of Subsection and substitute as follows)


F-508.5.5   Fire apparatus access to private fire hydrants. Private fire hydrants shall be located within 3 feet (914 mm) of a hard, all-weather surface, at least 12 feet (3657 mm) wide, capable of supporting the weight of a fire department pumper at 40,000 pounds (18,160 kg). A clearance of at least 20 feet (6096 mm) on each side of the fire hydrant shall be maintained along the hard, all-weather surface adjoining the fire hydrant.

*
*
*

F-508.6   Fire apparatus access to public fire hydrants. A clearance shall be maintained along public streets of 20 feet (6096 mm) on each side of public fire hydrants.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 6

BUILDING SERVICES AND SYSTEMS

*
*
*

F-603.4   Portable unvented heaters. Portable unvented fuel-fired heating equipment shall be prohibited [in occupancies in Groups A, E, I, R-1, R-2, R-3 and R-4].


Exceptions:


1.
Listed and approved unvented fuel-fired heaters in one- and two-family dwellings that are also in compliance with Section F-308.5.


2.
Use of portable unvented fuel-fired heating equipment is permitted in buildings under construction.


3.
Use of portable unvented fuel-fired heating equipment is permitted in buildings that are temporarily without heat.

*
*
*

F-604.4   Operational inspection and testing. Emergency and standby power systems, including all appurtenant components shall be inspected and tested under load in accordance with NFPA 110 and NFPA 111. Tests shall be conducted by a licensed electrical contractor, except that tests of generator sets shall be accepted from the manufacturer of the generator or an authorized representative. A copy of the test results shall be sent to the Department of Licenses and Inspections annually in an approved form. Test failures shall be reported to the Department of Licenses and Inspections, repairs shall be made and the system re-tested within 30 days.

*
*
*


F-604.4.1   Transfer switch test. The test of the transfer switch shall consist of electrically operating the transfer switch from the normal position to the alternate position and then return to the normal position. Required standby and emergency systems shall be tested annually for transfer from primary to standby and/or emergency power under full load operating conditions. This load shall include all equipment that could be required to operate at the same time, including fire pumps operating at rated capacity.

F-604.5   Supervision of maintenance and testing. Routine maintenance, inspection and operational testing shall be overseen by a properly instructed individual. A licensed electrical contractor shall conduct required annual tests, except that tests of generator sets shall be accepted from the manufacturer of the generator or an authorized representative.

*
*
*

F-607.2   Emergency signs. An approved pictorial sign of a standardized design, as indicated in Appendix H, shall be posted adjacent to each elevator call station on all floors instructing occupants to use the exit stairways and not to use the elevators in case of fire. The sign shall read: IN CASE OF FIRE [EMERGENCY], DO NOT USE ELEVATORS. USE EXIT STAIRS (or USE FIRE EXITS). In high-rise buildings, the pictorial sign shall be incorporated with an approved floor diagram as indicated in Appendix H. The emergency sign shall not be required for elevators that are part of an accessible means of egress complying with Section F-1007.4.

*
*
*


F-607.3.1   Approved location, number and marking of elevator keys. Elevator keys for emergency use for door access (shaftway door access) and override of normal operations (Phase I recall and Phase II firefighter use) shall be marked as such and readily available at the fire command center or main lobby desk for use by the fire department and other emergency personnel. In buildings without a fire command center or main lobby desk, the keys shall be stored in a break-glass container at the main entrance. There shall be at least two door access keys and at least six override keys available for emergency use.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 8

INTERIOR FINISH, DECORATIVE MATERIALS AND FURNISHINGS

*
*
*


F-803.5.1   Upholstered furniture. Newly introduced upholstered furniture shall be shown to resist ignition by cigarettes as determined by tests conducted in accordance with NFPA 261 and shall have a char length not exceeding 1.5 inches (38 mm).


Exceptions:

1.
Upholstered furniture belonging to the patient in sleeping rooms of nursing homes (Group I-2), provided that a smoke detector connected to the building fire alarm system is installed in such rooms. [Battery-powered, single-station smoke alarms shall be permitted.]
*
*
*

F-804.1 through F-804.1.3 (Delete Section and Subsections in their entirety and substitute as follows)

F-804.1   Natural cut trees. Natural cut trees shall be prohibited in buildings.


Exception: Group R-3 one- and two-family dwellings.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 9

FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS

*
*
*


F-901.4.5   Tagging of equipment. A tag shall be attached to each fire alarm system, automatic fire extinguishing system and standpipe system that is installed, repaired or serviced. The tag shall indicate the date of the work and the name, address and telephone number of the person or company that performed the work.


F-901.4.6   Changes to fire protection equipment. Where there is a change to any fire protection or emergency electrical equipment or other building systems that are available for use during fire department operations in a building, the Fire Department shall be notified immediately. Detailed information and instructions for all equipment changes shall be provided to the Fire Department.

*
*
*

F-901.5   Installation acceptance testing. Fire detection and alarm systems, fire-extinguishing systems, fire hydrant systems, fire standpipe systems, fire pump systems, private fire service mains and all other fire protection systems and appurtenances thereto shall be subject to acceptance tests as contained in the installation standards and as approved by the fire code official. The fire code official shall be notified before any required acceptance testing. Test results shall be submitted to the Department of Licenses and Inspections in approved form.

*
*
*


F-901.5.2   Test requirements. The acceptance tests required by this chapter shall be conducted by a person certified or licensed by the Department of Licenses and Inspections for the specific systems in accordance with regulations issued pursuant to this code. Tests required by this code and the referenced standards shall be conducted at the expense of the owner or the owner’s representative.

F-901.6   Inspection, testing and maintenance. Fire detection, alarm and extinguishing systems shall be maintained in an operative condition at all times, and shall be replaced or repaired where defective. Nonrequired fire protection systems and equipment shall be inspected, tested and maintained or shall be removed upon obtaining the required permit from the Department of Licenses and Inspections.

*
*
*


F-901.6.2   Records. Records of all system inspections, tests, and maintenance required by the referenced standards shall be maintained on the premises for a minimum of 3 years and made available to the fire code official upon request.


Exception: The written log of tests shall not be required in occupancies in Use Group R-3.


F-901.6.3   Test responsibility and notification. The fire code official shall not be held responsible for any damages incurred during any test required under the provisions of this chapter. When the fire code official requests to be present for a test, the fire code official shall be notified not less than 48 hours before said test is conducted.

*
*
*

F-901.7   Systems out of service. Where a required fire protection system is out of service, the fire department [and the fire code official] shall be notified immediately in accordance with, and under conditions specified in, Section F-106.4.1. [and, w]Where required by the fire code official, the building shall either be evacuated or an approved fire watch shall be provided for all occupants left unprotected by the shut down until the fire protection system has been returned to service.

Where utilized, fire watches shall be provided with at least one approved means for notification of the fire department and their only duty shall be to perform constant patrols of the protected premises and keep watch for fires. In the event that the fire watch observes smoke or fire, the fire department shall be notified immediately. The fire department shall be notified upon the return of the system to service.

*
*
*


F-901.7.7   Vacant buildings. Fire alarm systems in vacant buildings are not required to remain in service. Sprinkler systems and automatic water supplies for wet standpipe systems in vacant buildings are not required to remain in service where the Fire Department determines it is safe to discontinue the protection and provides written approval.

*
*
*

F-901.9   Certification and licensing. No person shall install, alter, repair, service or test fire alarm systems, automatic fire extinguishing systems or standpipe systems unless that person is certified or licensed as required by the Philadelphia Administrative Code, this code and the regulations issued pursuant thereto.

F-901.10   Notification to fire department of fire alarm. The Fire Department shall be notified immediately by the owner, tenant or occupant of any building and by a central station service of the activation of any fire alarm signal initiated by manual fire alarm boxes, automatic fire detectors, waterflow alarms from automatic fire extinguishing systems, and any other fire protection equipment.

*
*
*


F-903.3.7   Fire department connections. [The location of fire] Fire department connections shall be [approved by the fire code official] located in accordance with Section F-912.

*
*
*

F-903.6   Existing buildings. The provisions of this section are intended to provide a reasonable degree of safety in existing structures not complying with the minimum requirements of the building code by requiring installation of an automatic fire-extinguishing system in accordance with this section and Section F-903.3. Systems shall be monitored in accordance with Section F-903.6.7. Except where inappropriate for the hazard, fire extinguishing systems that are newly installed to comply with this section shall be automatic sprinkler systems installed in accordance with this code and NFPA 13, NFPA 13R or NFPA 13D.

*
*
*


F-903.6.2   Basements without openings. Basements exceeding 2500 square feet (232 m2) without openings that conform to the provisions of Section F-903.2.10.1 and its subsections shall be equipped with an approved automatic fire extinguishing system.


Exceptions:


1.
Basements containing no occupancy or storage, excluding permanently installed building service equipment, but not excluding oil cooled electrical equipment.


2.
Group R-3 and Group U occupancies.


F-903.6.3   High-hazard occupancies. An automatic fire extinguishing system shall be installed throughout high-hazard occupancies.


F-903.6.4   High-rise buildings. An automatic fire extinguishing system shall be installed throughout high-rise buildings.


Exception. Portions of high-rise buildings currently occupied by Group R-2 occupancies without change in use since December 18, 1991.


F-903.6.5   High-rise Group R-2 occupancies. An automatic fire extinguishing system shall be installed in the following areas of Group R-2 occupancies in the portions of high-rise buildings to which the requirements of Subsection F-903.6.4 do not apply.


1.
Basements in accordance with Section F-903.6.2.


2.
Rooms used for the storage of combustibles where the floor area exceeds 120 square feet (11 m2).


3.
Trash and incinerator chutes and rooms.


Exception to #3: In buildings where an automatic fire extinguishing system is not required throughout the building and where the trash chute access room or compartment is completely enclosed by fire barriers having a fire resistance rating of not less than one hour and is not used for the temporary or permanent storage of combustible materials, the automatic fire extinguishing system is not required in the access room or compartment.


F-903.6.6   Group I-4 child care facilities. An automatic fire-extinguishing system shall be installed throughout all Group I-4 child care facilities.


Exceptions: Group I-4 child care facilities legally in existence prior to January 1, 1984 where all children less than 2½ years of age are kept on the level of exit discharge.


F-903.6.7   Monitoring of existing fire extinguishing systems. Automatic fire extinguishing systems installed on or after March 1, 1991 and automatic sprinkler systems installed in Group H and I occupancies and high-rise buildings prior to March 1, 1991, shall be monitored in accordance with Sections F-903.4 and F-904.3.5 as applicable. Where systems are monitored on site at a constantly attended location, approval of the fire code official is not required.

*
*
*

F-905.1   General. Standpipe systems shall be provided in new and existing buildings and structures in accordance with this section. [Fire hose threads used in connection with standpipe systems shall be approved and shall be compatible with fire department hose threads. The location of fire department hose connections shall be approved.] Fire department connections shall be installed in accordance with Section F-912. In buildings used for high-piled combustible storage, fire protection shall be in accordance with Chapter 23.

F-905.2   Installation standards. Standpipe systems shall be installed in accordance with this section and NFPA 14.


F-905.2.1   Pressure regulating devices. Pressure regulating devices shall be used on new and existing standpipe systems as specified in Sections F-905.2.1.1 through F-905.2.1.3.



F-905.2.1.1   Class I and Class III wet standpipes. Where, and only where, static or residual water pressures at any Class I or Class III fire department use standpipe hose outlet exceed 175 psi (1207 kPa), approved pressure-regulating devices shall be installed to limit the pressure to 175 psi (1207 kPa). Such devices shall regulate pressure under flow and no-flow conditions and shall be adjusted to provide 175 psi (1207 kPa), or as close to that pressure as the adjustment will permit, without exceeding 175 psi (1207 kPa). The pressure on the inlet side of the pressure-regulating device shall not exceed the rated working pressure of the device.



F-905.2.1.2   Class I dry standpipes. No pressure regulating device shall be installed on any dry standpipe system having no permanent water supply.



F-905.2.1.3   Class II and Class III standpipes. Where residual water pressure at any Class II or Class III building occupant use standpipe hose outlet exceeds 100 psi (690 kPa), approved pressure-regulating devices shall be installed to limit the pressure to 100 psi (690 kPa).

*
*
*


F-905.3.1   Building height. Class III automatic wet standpipe systems shall be installed throughout buildings where the floor level of the highest story is located more than 30 feet (9144 mm) above the lowest level of the fire department vehicle access, or where the floor level of the lowest story is located more than 30 feet (9144 mm) below the highest level of fire department vehicle access.


Exceptions:


1.
Class I standpipes are allowed in buildings equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section F-903.3.1.1 or F-903.3.1.2.


2.
Class I manual standpipes are allowed in open parking garages where the highest floor is located not more than 150 feet (45 720 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access.


3.
[Class I manual dry standpipes are allowed in open parking garages that are subject to freezing temperatures, provided that the hose connections are located as required for Class II standpipes in accordance with Section F-905.5.


4.
]Class I standpipes are allowed in basements equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system.

*
*
*

F-905.4   Location of Class I standpipe hose connections. Class I standpipe hose connections shall have 2½ inch (64 mm) male National Hose standard threads and shall be provided in all of the following locations:


1.
In every required stairway, a hose connection shall be provided for each floor level above or below grade. Hose connections shall be located at an intermediate floor level landing between floors, unless otherwise approved by the [fire code official] Department.


Where a building contains stairways in addition to the required exit stairways, the additional stairways are subject to this section where they meet the criteria for exit stairways, including the exit discharge criteria. Where an additional stairway discharges in accordance with Section F-1023.1, it is subject to the provisions of this section.
*
*
*

F-905.8   Dry standpipe. Dry standpipes shall not be installed.


Exceptions:

1.
Where subject to freezing, automatic dry and semiautomatic dry standpipe systems are permitted [and] in accordance with NFPA 14.


2.
Where otherwise permitted by Section F-905.

*
*
*

F-905.11   Existing buildings. Existing structures with occupied floors located more than 50 feet (15,240 mm) above or below the lowest level of fire department vehicle access shall be equipped with standpipes installed in accordance with Section F-905. The standpipes shall have an approved fire department connection with hose connections at each floor level above or below the lowest level of fire department vehicle access. [The fire code official is authorized to approve the installation of manual standpipe systems to achieve compliance with this section where the responding fire department is capable of providing the required fire flow at the highest standpipe outlet.] These requirements shall also apply to buildings that were granted variances prior to January 1, 2004 to omit standpipes from the required exit stairways. Buildings or structures that are not in compliance with Section F-905 on the effective date of this code, shall, with written request to and upon written approval from the Fire Department, be granted three years from the effective date of this code to comply.


Exceptions:

1.
In existing buildings having the highest occupied floors located not more than 75 feet above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, Class I standpipe systems are permitted to be manual wet systems.


2.
Standpipe systems installed prior to January 1, 1995 that provide a residual pressure of 65 psi (448 kPa) or greater at the highest hose outlet are exempt from the requirement to provide a residual pressure of 100 psi (690 kPa) at the highest hose outlet.


3.
Standpipe systems with a residual pressure of less than 100 psi (690 kPa) at the topmost hose outlet are permitted where:



3.1   The building existing prior to the effective date of this code;



3.2   The building is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system; and



3.3   The highest floor level is not more than 150 feet (45 720 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access,


F-905.11.1   Removal of occupant use hoseline or Class II standpipe systems. Removal of the hoseline attached to a Class II standpipe system or a Class III standpipe system that is not required by this code, or removal of an entire Class II standpipe system is permitted where the following conditions are met:


1.
Removal of hoseline only: The building is equipped with a Class I standpipe system or the building is not required to have a Class I system.


2.
Removal of the Class II standpipe system is permitted where one of the following exists:



2.1   The building is equipped throughout with an automatic fire-extinguishing system and has more than one Class I standpipe hose outlet riser in a multi-exit building or at least one riser in a single exit building;



2.2   The building is in the process of being equipped throughout with an automatic fire-extinguishing system and there is more than one standpipe hose outlet riser in a multi-exit building or there is at least one riser in a single exit building. When the sprinklers on a floor have been placed in service, the Class II standpipe hose stations on that floor are permitted to be removed; or



2.3   The building is not equipped throughout with an automatic fire-extinguishing system, there is more than one automatic wet Class I standpipe hose outlet riser in a multi-exit building and there is at least one automatic wet riser in a single exit building.

*
*
*

F-906.2   General requirements. Fire extinguishers shall be selected, installed and maintained in accordance with this section and NFPA 10. A tag shall be attached to each fire extinguisher indicating inspections and maintenance performed during the past 12 months.

Exceptions:

1.
In Group R-2 occupancies one fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 2-A:10-B:C mounted in each dwelling unit shall be permitted in lieu of mounting them in the common or public corridors or stairways.


2.
The travel distance to reach an extinguisher shall not apply to the spectator seating portions of Group A-5 occupancies.
*
*
*


F-907.1.2   Equipment. Systems and their components shall be listed and approved for the purpose for which they are installed. Installation of systems, devices, appliances and equipment shall be in accordance with the provisions of Section F-907 and NFPA 72.
F-907.2   Where required — new buildings and structures. An approved manual, automatic, or manual and automatic fire alarm system shall be provided in new buildings and structures in accordance with Sections F-907.2.1 through F-907.2.[23]24. Where automatic sprinkler protection installed in accordance with Section F-903.3.1.1 or F-903.3.1.2 is provided and connected to the building fire alarm system, automatic heat detection required by this section shall not be required.

An approved automatic fire detection system shall be installed in accordance with the provisions of this code and NFPA 72. Devices, combinations of devices, appliances and equipment shall comply with Section F-907.1.2. The automatic fire detectors shall be smoke detectors, except that an approved alternative type of detector shall be installed in spaces such as boiler rooms where, during normal operation, products of combustion are present in sufficient quantity to actuate a smoke detector.

*
*
*


F-907.2.1   Group A. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in accordance with NFPA 72 in Group A occupancies having an occupant load of 300 or more and in all Special Assembly Occupancies. Portions of Group E occupancies occupied for assembly purposes shall be provided with a fire alarm system as required for the Group E occupancy.


Exceptions:


1.
Manual fire alarm boxes are not required where the building is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system and the alarm notification appliances will activate upon sprinkler water flow.

2.
Manual fire alarm boxes are not required in Special Assembly Occupancies where the occupancy is protected throughout with a rate-of-rise heat detection system, provided one manual fire alarm box is installed in a location that is constantly attended by staff during periods of occupancy by the public.

*
*
*



F-907.2.1.3   Special Assembly Occu​pancies. In Special Assembly Occupancies, a shut-off (shunt trip) device shall be provided to automatically shut off electricity to circuits controlling audio equipment in the facility upon activation of the fire alarm system or automatic sprinkler system.

*
*
*


F-907.2.3   Group E. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in Group E occupancies. When automatic sprinkler systems or smoke detectors are installed, such systems or detectors shall be connected to the building fire alarm system.


Exceptions:


1.
Group E occupancies with an occupant load of less than 50, where interconnected smoke alarms are installed in accordance with Section F-907.2.10 and a minimum of one smoke alarm is installed in each classroom or child care room.

*
*
*


F-907.2.5   Group H. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in Group H[-5] occupancies [and in occupancies used for the manufacture of organic coatings]. An automatic smoke detection system shall be installed for highly toxic gases, organic peroxides and oxidizers in accordance with Chapters 37, 39 and 40, respectively.


F-907.2.6   Group I. A manual fire alarm system and an automatic fire detection system shall be installed [in] throughout Group I occupancies except as modified by Sections F-907.2.6 through F-907.2.6.2.3. An electrically supervised, automatic smoke detection system shall be provided in waiting areas that are open to corridors.
*
*
*


F-907.2.9   Group R-2. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in Group R-2 occupancies [where: 

1.
Any dwelling unit or sleeping unit is located three or more stories above the lowest level of exit discharge;


2.
Any dwelling unit or sleeping unit is located more than one story below the highest level of exit discharge of exits serving the dwelling unit or sleeping unit; or


3.
The building contains more than 16 dwelling units or sleeping units].


Exceptions:

*
*
*




F-907.2.10.1.2   Groups R-2, R-3[,] and R-4 [and I-1]. Single- or multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed and maintained in Groups R-2, R-3[,] and R-4 [and I-1] regardless of occupant load at all of the following locations:

*
*
*




[F-907.2.10.1.3 Group I-1. Single- or multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed and maintained in sleeping areas in occupancies in Group I-1. Single- or multiple-station smoke alarms shall not be required where the building is equipped throughout with an automatic fire detection system in accordance with Section F-907.2.6.]

*
*
*



F-907.2.10.3   Interconnection. Where more than one smoke alarm is required to be installed within an individual dwelling unit or sleeping unit in Group R-2[,] or R-3, [or] throughout Group R-4, or within an individual dwelling unit sleeping unit in Group R-1, the smoke alarms shall be interconnected in such a manner that the activation of one alarm will activate all of the alarms in the individual unit or throughout the Group R-4 occupancy. The alarm shall be clearly audible in all bedrooms over background noise levels with all intervening doors closed.

*
*
*


F-907.2.24   Mixed residential and non​residential occupancies. Where a nonresidential occupancy is located below a residential occupancy, an automatic fire detection system shall be installed throughout the nonresidential occupancy. Fire alarm notification appliances shall be installed throughout buildings containing such mixed occupancies and shall be actuated by all automatic fire detection and manual fire alarm boxes in the building.


Exceptions:


1.
The fire alarm system and automatic detection is not required where the non-residential occupancy is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section F-903.3.1.1 and the building has a local fire alarm that meets the notification requirements of Section F-907.10.2.


2.
Where automatic fire detection is required in drinking and dining establishments that are below a residential occupancy, heat detectors are permissible in lieu of smoke detectors in kitchens, in patron areas designated for smoking, and in patron areas where skillet or sizzling type entrees such as fajitas are served.

F-907.3   Where required — retroactive in existing buildings and structures. An approved manual, automatic or manual and automatic fire alarm system shall be installed in existing buildings and structures in accordance with Sections F-907.3.1 through F-907.3.1.[8]12. Where automatic sprinkler protection is provided in accordance with Section F-903.3.1.1 or F-903.3.1.2 and connected to the building fire alarm system, automatic heat detection required by this section shall not be required.

An approved automatic fire detection system shall be installed in accordance with the provisions of this code and NFPA 72. Devices, combinations of devices, appliances and equipment shall be approved. The automatic fire detectors shall be smoke detectors, except an approved alternative type of detector shall be installed in spaces such as boiler rooms where, during normal operation, products of combustion are present in sufficient quantity to actuate a smoke detector.

*
*
*


F-907.3.1   Occupancy requirements. A fire alarm system shall be installed in accordance with Sections F-907.3.1.1 through F-907.3.1.[8]12. Existing alarm notification appliances shall provide a sound level at least 15 decibels (dBA) above the average ambient sound level in every occupied space within the building.


Exception: Occupancies with an existing, previously approved fire alarm system of the same type(s) required by this section.



F-907.3.1.1   Special Assembly Occupan​cies. Existing Special Assembly Occupancies shall comply with Sections F-907.2.1 and F-907.2.1.3.



F-907.3.1.2   Group B. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in existing Group B occupancies in accordance with Section F-907.2.2.



F-907.3.1.[1]3   Group E. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in existing Group E occupancies in accordance with Sections F-907.2.3.



Exceptions:



1.
A building with a maximum area of 1,000 square feet (93 m2) that contains a single classroom and is located no closer than 50 feet (15,240 mm) from another building.



2.
Group E with an occupant load less than 50, where interconnected smoke alarms are installed in accordance with Section F-907.2.10 and a minimum of one smoke alarm is installed in each classroom or child care room.

*
*
*



F-907.3.1.4   Group H. A manual fire alarm system shall be installed in existing Group H occupancies.



F-907.3.1.[2]5   Group I-1. A manual fire alarm system and an automatic fire detection system shall be installed [in] throughout existing Group I-1 residential care/assisted living facilities.



Exceptions:


1.
Where each sleeping room has a means of egress door opening directly to an exterior egress balcony that leads directly to the exits in accordance with Section F-1013.5, and the building is not more than three stories in height.


2.
In Group I-1 occupancies protected throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section F-903.3.1.1 or F-903.3.1.2, automatic fire detection is not required and the exception to Section F-907.2.6 shall apply.



F-907.3.1.[3]6   Group I-2. A fire alarm system shall be installed in existing Group I-2 occupancies in accordance with Sections F-907.2.6.



Exceptions:



1.
Hospital patient rooms.



2.
Group I-2 occupancies protected throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section F-903.3.1.1 shall only be required to have a manual fire alarm system and automatic fire detection in accordance with Section F-907.2.6.1.



F-907.3.1.[4]7   Group I-3. A fire alarm system shall be installed in existing Group I-3 occupancies in accordance with Sections F-907.2.6.2 through F-907.2.6.2.3.



F-907.3.1.8   Group I-4. A manual fire alarm system and an automatic fire detection system shall be installed in existing Group I-4 occupancies.



F-907.3.1.[5]9   Group R-1 [hotels and motels]. A manual fire alarm system and an automatic fire detection system shall be installed in interior corridors and basements in existing Group R-1 occupancies [hotels and motels more than three stories or with more than 20 guestrooms].


Exception: [Buildings less than two stories in height where all guestrooms, attics and crawl spaces are separated by 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction and each guestroom has direct access to a public way, exit court or yard.] Automatic fire detection is not required in buildings equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Sections F-903.3.1.1 or F-903.3.1.2 and connected to the building fire alarm system.



[F-907.3.1.6 Group R-1 boarding and rooming houses. A fire alarm system shall be installed in existing Group R-1 boarding and rooming houses.



Exception: Buildings that have single-station smoke alarms meeting or exceeding the requirements of Section F-907.2.10.1 and where the fire alarm system includes at least one manual fire alarm box per floor arranged to initiate the alarm.]



F-907.3.1.[7]10   Group R-2. A manual fire alarm system and an automatic fire detection system shall be installed in common areas, corridors, and basements in existing Group R-2 occupancies [more than three stories in height or with more than 16 dwelling units or sleeping units].

*
*
*



F-907.3.1.[8]11   Group R-4. Multiple-station smoke alarms [A fire alarm system] shall be installed in existing Group R-4 residential care/assisted living facilities in accordance with Section F-907.2.10.



Exception[s]: Smoke alarms are not required in buildings equipped throughout with an automatic fire detection system or an automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section F-903.3.1.1 or F-903.3.1.2.



[1.
Where there are interconnected smoke alarms meeting the requirements of Section F-907.2.10 and there is at least one manual fire alarm box per floor arranged to sound continuously the smoke alarms.



2.
Other manually activated, continuously sounding alarms approved by the fire code official.]



F-907.3.1.12   Mixed residential and nonresidential use. Where a nonresidential occupancy is located below a residential occupancy, an automatic fire detection system shall be installed throughout the nonresidential occupancy in accordance with Section F-907.2.24.


F-907.3.2   Single- and multiple-station smoke alarms. Single- and multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed and maintained in existing Group R occupancies in accordance with Sections F-907.3.2.1 through F-907.3.2.[3]4.



F-907.3.2.1   General. Existing Group R-1, R-2 and R-3 occupancies not already provided with single-station smoke alarms shall be provided with approved single-station smoke alarms. Installation shall be in accordance with Section F-907.2.10, except as provided in Sections F-907.3.2.2 and F-907.3.2.3. Where the installation of a smoke alarm in the immediate vicinity of bedrooms will result in its installation within three feet (914 mm) of a door to a bathroom or kitchen, installation beyond the immediate vicinity is permitted, but not to exceed 15 feet (4572 mm) from the bedroom doors.



Exceptions:



1.
Smoke alarms are not required in sleeping rooms in existing Group R-2 occupancies in high-rise buildings equipped throughout with an automatic fire extinguishing system.



2.
Smoke alarms are not required in sleeping rooms in existing Group R-2 orR-3 occupancies in buildings that are not classified as high-rise buildings.




F-907.3.2.1.1   Verification of smoke alarms upon sale of building. Upon sale of a building containing a Group R-3 occupancy, the seller shall certify in writing to the buyer that smoke alarms required by Section F-907.3.2.1 are installed and in proper operating condition.



F-907.3.2.2   Interconnection. Where more than one smoke alarm is required to be installed within an individual dwelling unit or sleeping unit in Group R-2[,] or R-3, throughout Group [or] R-4, or within an individual sleeping unit in Group R-1, the smoke alarms shall be interconnected in such a manner that the activation of one alarm will activate all of the alarms in the individual unit or throughout the Group R-4 occupancy. The alarm shall be clearly audible in all bedrooms over background noise levels with all intervening doors closed.



Exceptions:


1.
Interconnection is not required in buildings that are not undergoing alterations, repairs or construction of any kind in Group R-1, R-2 or R-3 occupancies.


2.
Smoke alarms in existing areas of Group R-1, R-2 or R-3 occupancies are not required to be interconnected where alterations or repairs do not result in the removal of interior wall or ceiling finishes exposing the structure, unless there is an attic, crawl space or basement available which could provide access for interconnection without the removal of interior finishes.



The above exceptions do not apply to existing Group R-2 occupancies in high-rise buildings where the sound pressure level of any detector is less than 15 decibels (dBA) above the ambient noise level in any occupied space within the dwelling unit with intervening doors closed. For the purposes of this section, the ambient noise level is the greatest of the following:



1.
The noise level resulting from the operation of all equipment which is intended for use during sleeping hours, such as heating and/or cooling units, ceiling fans, etc.



2.
The noise level resulting from background noise with windows open.



3.
Thirty-five dBA.



F-907.3.2.3   Power source. In Group R occupancies, single-station smoke alarms shall receive their primary power from the building wiring provided that such wiring is served from a commercial source and shall be equipped with a battery backup. Smoke alarms shall emit a signal when the batteries are low. Wiring shall be permanent and without a disconnecting switch other than as required for overcurrent protection.


Exceptions:


1.
In Group R-3 occupancies, [S]smoke alarms are permitted to be solely battery operated: in existing buildings where no construction is taking place; in buildings that are not served from a commercial power source; and in existing areas of buildings undergoing alterations or repairs that do not result in the removal of interior walls or ceiling finishes exposing the structure, unless there is an attic, crawl space or basement available which could provide access for building wiring without the removal of interior finishes.


2.
Electrically powered smoke alarms installed prior to January 1, 2004 are not required to have a battery backup power source.



F-907.3.2.4   Testing and mainte​nance. Tests or inspections in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions shall be conducted at one-week intervals for battery-powered smoke alarms and at one-month intervals for other than battery-powered smoke alarms.




F-907.3.2.4.1  Responsi​bility. Occu​pants shall be responsible for the weekly testing and battery replacement of battery-powered smoke alarms within their dwelling units. Owners shall be responsible for the repair or replacement of non-operating battery-powered smoke alarms within dwelling units within three days of written notice.

*
*
*


F-907.4.1   Location. Manual fire alarm boxes shall be located not more than 5 feet (1524 mm) from the entrance to each exit. Additional manual fire alarm boxes shall be located so that travel distance to the nearest box does not exceed 200 feet (60 960 mm).


Exceptions:


1.
Manual fire alarm boxes shall not be required in Group E occupancies where the building is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system, the notification appliances will activate on sprinkler water flow and manual activation is provided from a normally occupied location.

2.
Buildings of Group R-2 occupancy with a single exit and not exceeding three stories are not required to have a manual fire alarm box at each story. One manual fire alarm box is required in the exit stairway at the exit discharge.

*
*
*


F-907.4.4   Signs (Delete text of subsection and substitute as follows)


F-907.4.4   Signs. Each manual fire alarm box shall have a permanent sign mounted immediately adjacent to the box that reads: “IN CASE OF FIRE — SOUND ALARM AND CALL 911.” It is permissible to substitute “FIRE DEPARTMENT” for “911.”

*
*
*


F-907.9.1   Zoning indicator panel. A zoning indicator panel and the associated controls shall be provided [in an approved] at a visible location at the main entrance of the building or other location approved by the department. The visual zone indication shall lock in until the system is reset and shall not be cancelled by the operation of an audible-alarm silencing switch.

*
*
*


F-907.15.1   Existing buildings. Fire alarm systems in existing Group I and H occupancies and existing high-rise buildings shall be monitored by an approved supervising station.


Exception: Systems in high-rise buildings that are monitored on site at a constantly attended location.

*
*
*


F-907.20.2   Testing. Testing shall be performed in accordance with Section F-914 and the schedules in Chapter 7 of NFPA 72 or more frequently where required by the fire code official. Where automatic testing is performed at least weekly by a remotely monitored fire alarm control unit specifically listed for the application, the manual testing frequency shall be permitted to be extended to annual.

*
*
*


F-907.20.5   Maintenance, inspection and testing. The building owner shall be responsible for ensuring that the fire and life safety systems are maintained in an operable condition at all times. Service personnel shall meet the qualification requirements of this Chapter and NFPA 72 for maintaining, inspecting and testing such systems. A written record shall be maintained and shall be made available to the fire code official.


Exception: Occupants shall be responsible for the weekly testing of battery-powered smoke alarms. Owners shall be responsible for repair or replacement of non-operating smoke alarms within three days of written notice from the occupant.

*
*
*

F-912.1   Installation. Fire department connections shall be installed in accordance with this section and the NFPA standard applicable to the system design.


F-912.1.1   Hose connections. Fire department connections shall have a minimum of two 2½-inch (64 mm) internal threaded swivel fittings having National Hose standard threads with caps.


Exceptions:

1.
Manual dry standpipe systems with 6-inch (152 mm) or larger risers shall have three 2½-inch (64 mm) internal threaded swivel fittings having National Hose standard threads with caps.


2.
Limited area sprinkler systems installed pursuant to Section F-903.3.5.1.1, in other than basements and stories without openings, are not required to have a fire department connection.

*
*
*


F-912.2.2   Existing buildings. On existing buildings, wherever the fire department connection is not visible to approaching fire apparatus, the fire department connection shall be indicated by an approved sign of permanent materials mounted on the street front or on the side of the building. Such sign shall have the [letters “FDC”] words “SPRINKLER CONNECTION” or “STANDPIPE CONNECTION” at least 6 inches (152 mm) high and words in letters at least 2 inches (51 mm) high or an arrow to indicate the location. All such signs shall be subject to the approval of the [fire code official] Department.

*
*
*

F-912.4 Signs (Delete text of subsection and substitute as follows)

F-912.4   Signs. A durable, weather resistant sign shall be mounted at each fire department connection that indicates the type of system (sprinkler, standpipe or combined sprinkler and standpipe). Also, where a sprinkler system is not installed throughout a building, the floor or floors where the sprinklers are installed shall be indicated on the sign. Where standpipe risers are not interconnected, the sign shall also indicate in which stairway the standpipe riser that the connection feeds is located. Wording on signs indicating the type of system shall be a minimum 1-inch (25 mm) high. Other information shall be a minimum ½-inch (13 mm) high.

*
*
*

F-912.6   Inspection, testing and maintenance. All fire department connections shall be periodically inspected, tested and maintained in accordance with NFPA 25. To ensure there is no debris in the piping, the check valve shall be removed annually and the piping back-flushed with water to achieve a full flow through the fire department connection.

*
*
*


F-913.1.1   High-rise buildings. Where electric fire pumps are newly installed to provide adequate water supplies to fire protection systems in high-rise buildings, the Philadelphia Building Code requires that such pumps be connected to a standby power source as provided in NFPA 70. The Philadelphia Electrical Code prohibits separate (dual) service or connection ahead of service disconnecting means as a source of power for legally required standby systems.

*
*
*


F-913.5.5   Lack of suction pressure during the 150 percent test. Where available suction supplies do not allow flow at 150 percent of the rated pump capacity during an annual pump test, the fire pump shall be operated at the maximum allowable discharge. This reduced capacity shall constitute acceptable test criteria, provided the pump is tested to a minimum of 100 percent of its rated capacity before imposing a 10 psi (69 kPa) suction pressure on the city water main.

SECTION F-914 PERIODIC TESTING OF FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS

F-914.1   Periodic test frequency. Fire protection systems, including standby/emergency generators in all buildings and all standby and emergency electrical systems in high-rise buildings shall be tested annually. The owner of each building that contains emergency electrical systems, automatic fire extinguishing systems, standpipe systems or fire alarm systems shall annually provide a certification for such systems in the building from a person certified or licensed by the Department of Licenses and Inspections to provide such certifications in accordance with regulations promulgated pursuant to this code.


Exceptions:

1.
An owner is not required to submit certification of smoke alarms in one- and two-family dwellings or single- and multiple-station smoke alarms (non-system smoke detectors) in other occupancies.


2.
An owner is not required to submit certification of tests, inspections and maintenance of fire protection equipment recommended by equipment manufacturers or referenced standards to be performed at times more frequently than annually.


F-914.1.1   Submission of certification. The certification shall indicate that the fire protection system has been tested and maintained in accordance with the requirements of this chapter and the applicable NFPA standards. The certification or a notice of deficiencies that preclude certification of the system shall be submitted in approved form to the Department of Licenses and Inspections.


F-914.1.2   Seal. Paper forms of certifications submitted to the City of Philadelphia, to the owner, or for any other official purpose shall be embossed with the impression seal of the company that performed the certification.

F-914.1.3   Intent. The requirement for annual certification is to confirm the proper function of the system(s) previously installed in a building in accordance with the provisions of the referenced codes and standards applicable to existing buildings. This requirement shall not be construed as requiring existing systems to comply with the provisions of codes and standards applicable to new buildings or new systems.

F-914.1.4   Partial certification. When a fire suppression system is repaired, altered or extended between periodic testing dates, the modified portion of the system is required to be certified upon a return to service. When the entire system is certified upon return to service at the owner’s discretion, the date of certification will become the new periodic test date.

F-914.1.5   Annual certification of fire suppression system during period of retrofit or new installation. During the period of sprinkler and/or standpipe retrofit or new installation, the normal certification procedures shall continue to apply to existing systems and to completed portions of new installations.
F-914.2   Consistency of required test dates. To ensure consistency of required tests for sprinkler and standpipe systems, tests shall be conducted in accordance with the dates indicated in Sections F-914.2.1 through F-914.2.4

F-914.2.1   Dry pipe valves. Full flow tests of dry pipe valves shall be required in 1996 and every three years thereafter, except those protecting areas that are constantly maintained below a freezing temperature.

F-914.2.2   Standpipe pressure reducing valves. Flow tests of standpipe pressure reducing valves shall be required in 1995 and every five years thereafter.

F-914.2.3   Dry standpipe system hydrostatic test. Hydrostatic tests of dry standpipe systems and dry portions of wet standpipe systems shall be required in 1995 and every five years thereafter.

F-914.2.4   Standpipe flow test. Standpipe flow tests conducted at the hydraulically most remote hose connection shall be required in 2005 and every five years thereafter.
F-914.3   Annual audibility testing in Groups I-1, R-1, R-2 and R-4. In Group I-1, R-1, R-2 and R-4 occupancies, the annual certification of the fire alarm systems shall contain the results of audibility tests performed in accordance with NFPA 72 in the sleeping rooms of a representative sample of units contained within the building. The specific units tested and the audibility readings taken shall be entered on the annual certification form. The sample shall include as a minimum:

1.
One of each type of unit contained in the building; and


2.
The unit or units that are most remote from the audible alarm notification appliances; and


3.
Any unit or units with sleeping rooms that are separated from the corridor by building cores, such as elevator cores, stairways, etc; and


4.
One unit per floor.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 10

MEANS OF EGRESS

*
*
*


F-1004.3.1   Posting of outdoor assembly spaces. Outdoor areas of Group A occupancy on piers, decks, or similar spaces in which the means of egress is restricted by return through a building, passageways, gates, or similar components such that the immediate dispersal of occupants is not possible, shall be posted for the maximum occupant load based on the available width of such egress restrictions at 0.2 inches per occupant, but not exceeding an occupant density of five square feet per person.
*
*
*



F-1008.1.8.3   Locks and latches. Locks and latches shall be permitted to prevent operation of doors where any of the following exists:

*
*
*



5.
Where an elevator lobby is separated from the remainder of the floor by partitions and doors and where the elevator lobby does not provide access to the required exits, the doors in the lobby partitions are permitted to be locked from the lobby side provided the doors conform to Section F-1008.1.3.4 or Section F-1008.1.8.6, with or without delayed locking arrangement.

*
*
*



F-1008.1.8.7   Stairway doors. Interior stairway means of egress doors shall be openable from both sides without the use of a key or special knowledge or effort.



Exceptions:

*
*
*



4.
In stairways serving more than four stories, where the floors served by the stairs are not located more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access nor more than 30 feet (9144 mm) below the lowest level of exit discharge, doors are permitted to be locked from the side opposite the egress side, provided they unlock upon activation of the building fire alarm system or power failure to the locking device, and the doors are always openable from the egress side.

*
*
*


F-1019.1.1   Openings and penetrations. Exit enclosure opening protectives shall be in accordance with the requirements of Section 715 of the International Building Code.


Exceptions:


1.
Where an existing exit enclosure is required to have a maximum one-hour fire-resistance rating, existing self-closing and latching doors shall be accepted provided they are solid core wood with a minimum thickness of 1¾ inches (44 mm). Existing door frames shall be permitted provided they are in good repair.


2.
Where an existing exit enclosure is required to have a maximum one-hour fire-resistance rating, existing self-closing and latching panel doors shall be accepted provided the panels on one side are filled with a non-combustible material and the entire surface of the door on that side is covered with a sheathing to provide a minimum door thickness of 1¾ inches measured at the stile. Existing door frames shall be permitted provided they are in good repair.

*
*
*


F-1019.1.7 (Delete text of Subsection in its entirety and substitute the following)


F-1019.1.7   Stairway floor number signs. A sign shall be provided at each floor landing in interior vertical exit enclosures connecting more than three stories. The sign shall contain the following information:

1.
The floor level at which the sign is located.


2.
The identification (name or designation) of the stair.


3.
The direction to exit discharge using either words or arrows.


4.
The number of floor levels to reach exit discharge.


5.
Whether roof access for the fire department is available from the stair.


Where access to the roof from the exit stair enclosure is not direct, but is available through a room or corridor accessed from the exit stair enclosure, the sign shall include the words “Indirect Roof Access.” A properly oriented floor diagram shall be provided at the exit stair landing at the floor level that provides the indirect roof access. The floor diagram shall indicate the route to the door, stair or ladder that leads to the roof and be located at approximately eye level near the stair floor landing sign.


The floor level designation character shall be a minimum of 6-inches (152 mm) high and characters for the remaining information shall be a minimum of 1½ inches (38 mm) high. The sign shall be located 5 feet (1524 mm) above the floor landing in a position which is readily visible when the doors are in the open and closed positions.

*
*
*

F-1026.17   Corridors. Corridors serving an occupant load greater than 30, or any occupant load in high-rise buildings of Group R-2 occupancy, and the openings therein shall provide an effective barrier to resist the movement of smoke. Transoms, louvers, doors and other openings shall be closed or be self-closing and latching.

*
*
*

F-1027.5   Emergency escape openings. Required emergency escape openings in the form of a window or door opening to the outside shall be maintained in existing sleeping rooms in Group R and I-1 occupancies in accordance with this section. [the code in effect at the time of construction, and the following:] Required emergency escape and rescue openings shall be operational from the inside of the room without the use of keys or tools. Bars, grilles, grates or similar devices are allowed to be placed over emergency escape and rescue openings provided the minimum net clear opening size complies with the code that was in effect at the time of construction and such devices shall be releasable or removable from the inside without the use of a key, tool or force greater than that which is required for normal operation of the escape and rescue opening.

Exception: Emergency escape openings are not required in buildings equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section F-903.3.1.1 or F-903.3.1.2.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 14

FIRE SAFETY DURING CONSTRUCTION AND DEMOLITION
*
*
*

F-1414.1   Completion before occupancy. In buildings where an automatic sprinkler system is required by this code or the International Building Code, it shall be unlawful to occupy any portion of a building or structure until the automatic sprinkler system installation has been tested and approved, except as provided in Section [105.3.3] A-701.5 of the Philadelphia Administrative Code.

*
*
*

SECTION F-1418   ASBESTOS ABATEMENT

F-1418.1   Asbestos Abatement. Asbestos abatement work in buildings shall be in accordance with the following fire safety requirements:

1.
Materials used in the construction of temporary enclosures shall be noncombustible or flame resistant in accordance with NFPA 701.


2.
Means of egress shall not be blocked, unless an alternate exiting plan is approved by the fire code official. Exit doors shall not be held open.


3.
Sprinklers, standpipes and other fire suppression systems shall remain in service, unless otherwise approved by the fire code official.


4.
A sign shall be posted at the building’s fire alarm annunciator panel indicating the areas undergoing asbestos abatement, as well as signs at each abatement area.


5.
Each abatement area shall have at least one portable fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 2-A:10-B:C. All workers shall be instructed in the proper use of the fire extinguisher.


6.
In occupied buildings where automatic fire detection is taken out of service, a 24-hour fire watch, making hourly rounds and having a means to contact the Fire Department, shall be provided.


7.
In occupied buildings where negative pressure ventilation equipment does not exhaust to outdoor areas, a fire watch shall be provided, as indicated in item 6 above.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 22

MOTOR FUEL-DISPENSING FACILITIES AND REPAIR GARAGES
*
*
*


F-2206.2.3   Above-ground tanks located outside, above grade. Above-ground tanks shall not be used for the storage of Class I, II or IIIA liquid fuels except as provided by this section and where such tanks are not accessible to the public.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 24

TENTS, CANOPIES AND OTHER MEMBRANE STRUCTURES

*
*
*

F-2404.15   Heating, air conditioning and cooking equipment. Heating, air conditioning and cooking equipment shall be in accordance with this section.


F-2404.15.1   Installation. Heating, air conditioning or cooking equipment, tanks, piping, hoses, fittings, valves, tubing and other related components shall be installed as specified in the International Mechanical Code and the International Fuel Gas Code, and shall be approved by the fire code official.

*
*
*


F-2404.15.3   Location. Cooking and heating equipment shall not be located within 10 feet (3048 mm) of exits or combustible materials. Heating and air conditioning units and fuel and power sources (such as generators) for cooking, heating and air conditioning shall be located at least 10 feet (3048 mm) from the outside of tents and other membrane structures, except LP-gas containers shall be located in accordance with Section F-2404.16. Barricades shall be provided around heating and air conditioning units, fuel supplies and ducts. Units shall not be in operation during refueling. While units are in operation, at least one trained person shall monitor their operation.

F-2404.15.4   Operations. Operations such as warming of foods, cooking demonstrations and similar operations that use solid flammables, butane or other similar devices which do not pose an ignition hazard, [shall be approved] are permitted provided the fuel containers are spill-proof or placed in chafing dish holders.


F-2404.15.5   Cooking tents. Tents where cooking is performed shall not be used for any purpose other than food preparation and shall be separated from other tents, canopies or membrane structures by a minimum of 20 feet (6096 mm).

*
*
*

CHAPTER 25

VEHICLE SALVAGE/WRECKING, TIRE REBUILDING AND TIRE STORAGE

SECTION F-2501   GENERAL

F-2501.1   Scope. Tire rebuilding plants, tire storage and tire byproduct facilities shall comply with this chapter, other applicable requirements of this code and NFPA 231D. Tire storage in buildings shall also comply with Chapter 23. Vehicle salvage and wrecking facilities shall also comply with Section F-2510 and other applicable requirements of this code.
*
*
*

SECTION F-2510   VEHICLE SALVAGE AND WRECKING FACILITIES

F-2510.1   General. Facilities conducting vehicle salvage or wrecking operations shall comply with Sections F-2510.2 through F-2510.8.
F-2510.2   Control of combustibles to prevent fire. Combustible rubbish (trash, debris, etc.) on the exterior of a property performing vehicle salvage or wrecking operations shall be stored in containers with lids. Vegetation (bushes, shrubs, grass, weeds, etc.) shall be kept trimmed to prevent it from becoming a fire hazard. Dead and dying vegetation shall be removed.
F-2510.3   Cutting and welding. Cutting and welding operations shall be in accordance with Chapter 26.

F-2510.4   Portable fire extinguishers. Portable fire extinguishers shall be in accordance with Section F-906.
F-2510.5   Tire storage. Tire storage shall be neat and orderly. The exterior storage of tires shall be in accordance with Section F-2505.
F-2510.6   Vehicle fluids. The storage, handling and use of flammable and combustible liquids shall be in accordance with Chapter 34. Fuel shall be removed from vehicle fuel tanks scheduled for salvage or wrecking within 48 hours of the arrival of a vehicle. Fuel tanks not removed from vehicles within 48 hours of arrival shall be filled with water until the tanks are removed. Other fluids shall be removed if leaking, but not later than the start of further salvage or wrecking operations.
F-2510.7   Lead-acid batteries. Lead-acid batteries shall be removed from vehicles if leaking, but not later than the start of further salvage or wrecking operations.
F-2510.8   Burning of vehicle parts. The burning of vehicle parts is prohibited.
*
*
*

CHAPTER 26

WELDING AND OTHER HOT WORK

*
*
*

F-2601.2   Permits. Permits shall be required as set forth in Section 105.6. A hot work program as listed in Section F-105.6.24#6 shall be approved by the Department. An annual permit is required for a hot work program.

F-2601.2.1   Bond required for hot work operations. Before a permit is issued to perform hot work operations, the applicant shall file a bond or proof of public liability and property damage insurance in such form, amount and coverage as determined by the Law Department to be adequate in each case to indemnify the City against any damages arising from the permitted work.

F-2601.2.2   Notification prior to hot work operations. Persons performing hot work operations shall notify the Commercial and Industrial Fire Inspection Unit of the Department of Licenses and Inspections at least 48 hours in advance of conducting a hot work operation.
*
*
*

CHAPTER 27

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS — GENERAL PROVISIONS

*
*
*

F-2701.7   Hazardous material emergency planning and response. Pursuant to SARA Title III and the Pennsylvania Hazardous Material Emergency Planning and Response Act of 1990 (HazMat Act), the requirements of Sections F-2701.7.1 through F-2701.7.10 have been established to provide for hazardous material emergency planning and response:

F-2701.7.1   Philadelphia Local Emergency Planning Committee. The Philadelphia Local Emergency Planning Committee (PLEPC) has been established pursuant to subsection 203(a) of the HazMat Act and is composed as follows:

1.
Mayor or designee


2.
Managing Director or designee


3.
Chairperson of the Public Safety Committee of City Council or designee


4.
Emergency Management Services Director of the City


5.
At least one person from each of the following City departments, agencies or offices:



5.1 - Fire Department



5.2 - Police Department



5.3 - Department of Public Health



5.4  - Law Department



5.5 - City Planning Commission



5.6 - Department of Licenses and Inspections



5.7 - Water Department



5.8 - Streets Department



5.9 - Office of Emergency Management


6.
At least one person representing each of the following entities or groups:



6.1 - United States Coast Guard Group - Philadelphia



6.2 - Southeastern Pennsylvania Trans​portation Authority



6.3 - American Red Cross, Southeastern Pennsylvania Chapter



6.4 - Hospitals and/or health care agencies



6.5 - Environmental advocacy organizations



6.6 - Owners and operators of regulated facilities



6.7  - Community groups not affiliated with emergency service groups



6.8 - Broadcast and print media



6.9 - Railroads and or other transportation carriers


F-2701.7.2   Appointment of members to PLEPC. Pursuant to the HazMat Act, the members of the PLEPC have been appointed by the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Council. Should a vacancy occur in the PLEPC, the Emergency Management Services Director shall nominate to the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Council a successor member who has been nominated by the represented organization or industry in which the vacancy occurs, if applicable. If the vacancy occurs within a represented category (listed in item 6 of Section F-2701.7.1), then the Emergency Management Services Director shall cause a nominating committee to be formed consisting of PLEPC members to recommend a replacement member, who shall in turn be nominated to the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Council.

F-2701.7.3   Emergency Management Services Director. Pursuant to the HazMat Act, the City’s Emergency Management Services Director, who is the person designated by the Mayor to perform emergency management functions, shall have the lead responsibility for ensuring that the plans and activities of PLEPC comply with SARA Title III, the HazMat Act and other applicable statutes, laws and ordinances.

F-2701.7.4   Emergency response plan. The Comprehensive Local Emergency Response Plan (Emergency Response Plan) required by Section 303 of SARA Title III and Section 203(k) of the HazMat Act shall include, but not be limited to, each of the following:

1.
Identification of each Regulated Facility within the City, identification of routes likely to be used for the transportation of substances on the list of Extremely Hazardous Substances and identification of additional facilities contributing or subject to additional risk due to their proximity to the Regulated Facility subject to the requirement of this section, such as hospitals or natural gas facilities.


2.
Methods and procedures to be followed by Regulated Facility owners and operators and local emergency and medical personnel to respond to any Release of such substances.


3.
Designation of a community emergency coordinator and Regulated Facility emergency coordinators who shall make determinations necessary to implement the Emergency Response Plan.


4.
Procedures providing reliable, effective and timely notification by the Regulated Facility emergency coordinators and the City Emergency Management Services Director to persons designated in the Emergency Response Plan and to the public, that a Release has occurred, consistent with the notification requirements of Section 304 of SARA Title III.


5.
Methods for determining the occurrence of a Release, and the area of population likely to be affected by such Release.


6.
A description of emergency equipment and facilities in the City and at each Regulated Facility and an identification of persons responsible for such equipment and facilities.


7.
Evacuation plans, including provisions for a precautionary evacuation and alternative traffic routes.


8.
Training programs, including schedules for training of local emergency response and medical personnel. Training shall meet the minimum standards outlined in 29 Code of Federal Regulations 1910.1200, Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response.


9.
Methods and schedules for exercising the Emergency Response Plan.


F-2701.7.5   Hazardous Material Emergency Response Preparedness Assessment. The City Emergency Management Services Director shall develop and submit to the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Council a Hazardous Material Emergency Response Preparedness Assessment (the Assessment) in accordance with Section 204(a)(3) of the HazMat Act. The Assessment shall be updated annually. The City shall assess the potential dangers and risks that hazardous material Releases from Regulated Facilities and transportation accidents pose to public health and the environment, identify the City’s needs and resources for hazardous material response teams to deal with those dangers and risks and outline its plan for implementing City emergency planning functions under the HazMat Act. The Assessment shall include the following:

1.
Potential threats posed by Regulated Facilities required to be included in the City’s Emergency Response Plan under Section 303 of SARA Title III, and other concentrations of hazardous material in the City or in areas immediately adjacent to the City that may pose a threat.


2.
Potential threats posed by hazardous material transported by highway and railroad in the City.


3.
Identification of existing capabilities to respond to hazardous material Releases, including personnel, equipment, training, planning and identification of existing hazardous material response zones.


4.
Organization and operation of a certified hazardous material response team under Section 209(e) of the HazMat Act and identification of the need for personnel, equipment, training and planning needed to respond to potential threats, including the designation of proposed levels of preparedness for the City’s hazardous material response team.


5.
Identification of other resources needed to implement the provisions of the HazMat Act and to support the PLEPC.


6.
An audit of the Hazardous Material Emergency Response Account.


F-2701.7.6   Hazardous Material Emergency Response Account. A non-lapsing restricted account, known as the Hazardous Material Emergency Response Account (HazMat Account) and established within the Grants Revenue Fund by the City Finance Department shall consist of all fees authorized by this subsection, City, federal, or state funds, grants, loans or penalties and any private donations provided to finance the hazardous material safety program established pursuant to the HazMat Act. Expenditures from the HazMat Account shall be made pursuant to appropriations from the HazMat Account of the Grants Revenue Fund and consistent with the needs identified in the City’s Assessment. The PLEPC shall be consulted with respect to the consistency of proposed expenditures with the needs identified in the assessment.

F-2701.7.7   Hazardous Chemical Fee. By March 1 of every year, each owner or operator of a Regulated Facility shall pay to the City Revenue Department, to be deposited in the HazMat Account, a Hazardous Chemical Fee for each hazardous chemical which is required by Section 312 of SARA Title III to be listed on the hazardous chemical inventory form (Tier II) which the owner or operator of a Regulated Facility submits to the PLEPC, provided that no fee may be applied to additional facilities or hazardous materials because of changes made by the United States Environmental Protection Agency in lists of hazardous materials, threshold planning quantities or other requirements under SARA Title III, unless there has been compliance with the provisions of Section 213 of the HazMat Act. A credit in an amount up to 100 percent of the Hazardous Chemical Fee obligation shall be given to Regulated Facility owners or operators for training, equipment or other in-kind services donated to the City to support the hazardous material safety program, if such training, equipment or in-kind services are accepted by the City upon approval of the Emergency Management Services Director following a review by the PLEPC of a written proposal of donation. The PLEPC shall recommend to the City’s Emergency Management Services Director whether or in what amount a credit for such training, equipment or in-kind services shall be extended to a Regulated Facility owner or operator. Each agreement by the City to accept such a donation in exchange for a credit toward the Hazardous Chemical Fee obligation shall be written, and shall specify the amount of credit to be awarded, based on the fair market value of equipment donated and the agreed-upon value of training or in-kind services donated. The owners or operators of family farm enterprises, service stations (as such terms are defined in the HazMat Act) and Regulated Facilities owned by state and local governments shall be exempt from payment of the fees required in this section.

F-2701.7.8   Emergency Planning Fee. By March 1 of every year, each owner or operator of a Regulated Facility that manufactures, produces, uses, stores, supplies or distributes any Extremely Hazardous Substance in quantities larger than the threshold planning quantities shall pay to the City Revenue Department for each Regulated Facility an Emergency Planning Fee. A credit in the amount of 100 percent of this Emergency Planning Fee shall be available to Regulated Facility owners or operators for training, equipment or other in-kind services donated to the City to support the hazardous material safety program if such training, equipment or in-kind services are accepted by the City in the same manner provided for acceptance of donations credited to the Hazardous Chemical Fee in F-2701.7.7 and are in addition to those for which credit is claimed under F-2701.7.7. The owners or operators of family farm enterprises, service stations (as such terms are defined in the HazMat Act) and Regulated Facilities owned by state and local governments shall be exempt from payment of the fees required by this section.

F-2701.7.9   Limited liability of members of the PLEPC. Pursuant to the HazMat Act, no member of the PLEPC shall be liable for the death of, or any injury to persons or loss or damage to property or the environment or any civil damages resulting from any act or omission arising out of the performance of the functions, duties and responsibilities of the PLEPC, except for acts or omissions which constitute willful misconduct.

F-2701.7.10   Relationship to federal and state laws. The requirements of F-2701.7 shall be read in conjunction with federal and state acts, laws or regulations providing for the identification, labeling or reporting of information concerning hazardous material Releases, and any other health and safety matters related to hazardous materials, and is intended to supplement federal and state acts, laws and regulations in the interest of protecting the health and safety of the citizens of this City. In those instances where the provisions of F-2701.7 are more comprehensive or stringent than the provisions of an applicable federal or state act, law or regulation, the provisions of Section F-2701.7 shall be controlling.
F-2701.8   Emergency information required on site. Material Safety Data Sheets, for quantities of hazardous materials requiring a permit in accordance with Section F-105.6 or a Tier II Chemical Inventory Form required by Subtitle B, Sections 311 and 312 of Title III of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA Title III), shall be stored on the exterior of a facility (building wall, fence, post mounted, etc.) in an Emergency Information Container at a location readily available to emergency responders on a 24-hour basis. The container shall be weather-resistant and locked by a padlock. The location of the container shall be subject to approval by the Fire Department.
Exception: Facilities with an emergency control center staffed 24 hours per day are permitted to provide the required information by an alternative means approved by the Fire Department.


F-2701.8.1   Contents of Emergency Informa​tion Containers. Where required by Section F-2701.8 to provide emergency Information available on a 24-hour basis, the Emergency Information Container or other approved storage means shall contain the following information for a facility. The information shall be updated whenever a change occurs.

1.
Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) stored in a binder and filed in alphabetical order by chemical name.


Exception: Where the volume of MSDS is too great to keep practically in the Emergency Information Container, information in the container shall indicate the location of the on-site MSDS, provided they are readily available for utilization by emergency response personnel.


2.
Hazardous Materials Management Plan (see Section F-2701.5.1)


3.
Hazardous Materials Inventory Statement (see Section F-2701.5.2)


4.
Name and telephone number of facility personnel knowledgeable in facility operations and emergency procedures to call in the event of an emergency.


F-2701.8.2   Security of Emergency Information Containers. Where an Emergency Information Container is required and there is a concern that it is subject to being vandalized, installation of the container is permitted to a maximum height of 10 feet (3048 mm).
F-2701.9   Equipment containing polychlorinated biphenyls. Facilities shall be in compliance with the proper marking, use, storage, disposal and record keeping requirements for polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) in the United States Environmental Protection Agency, 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 761. In general, the CFR requires equipment containing PCBs exceeding 500 parts per million (ppm) to be marked: CAUTION – CONTAINS PCBs. Marking of equipment containing between 50 and 500 ppm PCBs is optional, but if marked shall read: PCB CONTAMINATED. The location of equipment marked pursuant to federal regulation shall be reported to the Fire Department.

F-2701.9.1   Inspection of PCB equipment. The Fire Department is authorized to conduct inspections of equipment containing PCBs for compliance with federal and other safety regulations.
F-2701.10   Chemical plant/refinery emergency coordination. Chemical plants and refineries shall coordinate with the Fire Department and other City agencies to establish and maintain operating procedures and equipment to be used during fires or other emergencies at a facility.

F-2701.10.1   Emergency procedures. Facilities that have hazardous materials in quantities exceeding 10,000 pounds (4540 kg) or who have extremely hazardous substances as regulated by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Title III of the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA Title III) and appearing on the EPA’s Community Right to Know Chemical List shall prepare procedures to be followed during an emergency at their facility, including the immediate notification of the Fire Department. A copy of the procedures shall be sent to the Fire Department and the Philadelphia Local Emergency Planning Committee. Managers shall ensure that employees are knowledgeable of their responsibilities during emergencies. Emergency procedures shall be posted in prominent locations throughout a facility.

F-2701.10.2   Facilities with in-plant fire brigades. Petroleum refineries and chemical plants with in-plant fire brigades shall assign knowledgeable personnel to all operating shifts to act as plant emergency coordinators who shall be responsible for coordinating with Fire Department and other emergency officials during fires or other emergencies.


F-2701.10.2.1   Review of emergency procedures. Annually, the designated coordinator of a facility with an in-plant fire brigade shall meet with the Deputy Commissioner of Operations of the Fire Department, or designee, to review and coordinate plant fire fighting and emergency procedures to ensure that their procedures are compatible with Fire Department operations. Procedures and training should be consistent with NFPA 30, Sections 2-5.8.4 and 5-12.6.


F-2701.10.2.2   Communications during an emergency. Facilities with in-plant fire brigades shall have two portable radios capable of receiving and transmitting on the Fire Department’s fireground radio frequencies. The radios shall be for use by plant emergency coordinators to maintain communications with Fire Department personnel during emergencies.
*
*
*

F-2702.1   Definitions. The following words and terms shall, for the purposes of this chapter, Chapters 28 through 44, and as used elsewhere in this code, have the meanings shown herein.

*
*
*

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Those chemicals or substances which are physical hazards or health hazards as defined and classified in this chapter, whether the materials are in usable or waste condition. Hazardous materials shall also include any of the following as defined in the Pennsylvania HazMat Act or regulations promulgated thereto:


1.
A hazardous substance


2.
An extremely hazardous substance


3.
A hazardous chemical


4.
A toxic chemical

*
*
*

REGULATED FACILITY. All buildings, structures and other stationary items which are located on a single site or on a contiguous or adjacent site and which are owned or operated by the same person and which actually manufacture, produce, use, transfer, store, supply or distribute any hazardous material and which are subject to the requirements of Section 303 of SARA Title III. The term includes railroad yards and truck terminals, but does not include individual trucks, rolling stock, water vessels, airplanes or other transportation vehicles.

RELEASE. Any spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, emptying, discharging, injecting, escaping, leaching, dumping or disposing into the environment of a hazardous material, including, but not limited to, the abandonment or discarding of barrels, containers and other receptacles containing a hazardous material.

REPORTABLE QUANTITY. The quantity of a hazardous material stated22.2 on the various lists of hazardous substances and extremely hazardous substances as defined in this section, the release of which has been deemed to constitute a substantial danger to the public health or welfare or environment and is therefore designated as the threshold quantity necessitating reports of releases pursuant to Section 102 of CERCLA and the HazMat Act.

*
*
*



F-2703.3.1.2   [Preparation] Mitigation of hazard. Provisions shall be made for controlling and mitigating unauthorized discharges. All releases creating a fire hazard or other hazardous condition shall be reported to the Fire Department immediately.
*
*
*

F-2703.4   Material Safety Data Sheets. Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) shall be readily available on the premises for hazardous materials regulated by this chapter and maintained in accordance with Section F-2701.8. When a hazardous substance is developed in a laboratory, available information shall be documented.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 32

CRYOGENIC FLUIDS

*
*
*



F-3204.3.1.1   Location. Stationary contain​ers shall be located in accordance with Section F-3203.6. Containers of cryogenic fluids shall not be located within diked areas containing other hazardous materials.



Storage of flammable cryogenic fluids in stationary containers outside of buildings is prohibited [within the limits established by law in the adopting ordinance as the limits of districts in which such storage is prohibited].

*
*
*

CHAPTER 33

EXPLOSIVES AND FIREWORKS

*
*
*


F-3301.1.3   Fireworks and illegal explosives. The possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling and use of fireworks and illegal or forbidden explosives (sometimes referred to as fireworks) are prohibited. (See Section F-3302.1 for the definition of illegal or forbidden explosives.)

Exceptions:


1.
Storage and handling of fireworks as permitted in Section F-3304 when approved by the Fire Department.


[2.
Manufacture, assembly and testing of fireworks as permitted in Section F-3305.]

[3]2.
The use of fireworks for display as permitted in Section F-3308 when approved by the Fire Department.


[4]3.
The possession, storage, sale, handling and use of [specific types of Division 1.4G fireworks where allowed by applicable local or state laws, ordinances and regulations, provided such fireworks comply with CPSC 16 CFR, Parts 1500 and 1507, and DOTn 49 CFR, Parts 100-178, for consumer fireworks.] items designed to produce an audible or visual effect as follows:



A.
Starter pistols for sporting or theatrical events, or toy caps and similar non-projectile items containing not more than 16.2 milligrams (0.25 grains) of pyrotechnic composition per cap or item.



B.
Snappers containing not more than 1 milligram (0.02 grains) of pyrotechnic composition.



C.
Sparklers containing not more than 100 grams (3.5 ounces) of pyrotechnic composition per sparkler.



D.
Other novelty effects containing not more than 50 milligrams (0.8 grains) of pyrotechnic composition per effect, and that have no projectile components.

*
*
*

F-3301.2   Permit required. Permits shall be required as set forth in Section F-105.6, F-105.8 and regulated in accordance with this section. Applications for the use of explosives for building demolitions shall be submitted at least 90 days in advance of the proposed date and for all other uses at least 21 days in advance. Applicants shall also follow the specific requirements of the various city departments charged with ensuring the safe demolition of buildings by explosives.
*
*
*



F-3301.2.3.1   Limitation on demolition. Demolition of buildings or structures by implosion is prohibited during the time period from December 16 to March 1, unless special permission is granted by the Managing Director of the City of Philadelphia.
*
*
*


F-3301.2.4   Financial responsibility. Before a permit is issued, as required by Section F-3301.2, the applicant shall file with the [jurisdiction] City a corporate surety bond [in the principal sum of $100,000] or a certificate of public liability and property damage insurance [policy for the same amount], from an insurance company authorized to write such insurance in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in an amount determined by the City for the purpose of the payment of all damages to persons or property which arise from, or are caused by, the conduct of any act authorized by the permit upon which any judicial judgment results. [The fire code official is authorized to specify a greater or lesser amount when, in his or her opinion, conditions at the location of use indicate a greater or lesser amount is required. Government entities shall be exempt from this bond requirement.]

All costs associated with the clean-up of dust and debris from demolition by implosion shall be borne by the contractor. All costs for cold weather provisions for demolition by implosion, including water additives, shall be borne by the contractor.

*
*
*

F-3301.3   Prohibited explosives. Permits shall not be issued or renewed for possession, manufacture, storage, handling, sale or use of the following materials and such materials currently in storage or use shall be disposed of in an approved manner.

*
*
*


11.
Illegal or forbidden explosives as described in Section F-3301.1.3.

F-3301.4   Qualifications. Persons in charge of magazines, blasting, fireworks displays, or pyrotechnic special effect operations shall not be under the influence of alcohol or drugs which impair sensory or motor skills, shall be at least 21 years of age, and shall demonstrate knowledge of all safety precautions related to the storage, handling or use of explosives, explosive materials or fireworks. In connection with the issuance of a permit to use the above materials, the Fire Department shall determine whether the user has the necessary qualifications to protect against health and safety hazards. 
*
*
*

F-3301.9   Transportation of explosives exceeding 1,000 pounds. Explosive materials exceeding 1,000 pounds shall not be transported through the city without the approval of the Fire Department. The Fire Department shall designate the time and route of the transportation of explosive materials and arrange for a police escort when deemed necessary. An Assisted Operation Permit is required for each movement in accordance with Section F-105.8.
*
*
*

F-3302.1   Definitions. The following words and terms shall, for the purpose of this chapter and as used elsewhere in this code, have the meanings shown herein.

*
*
*

Illegal or forbidden explosives. Illegal or forbidden explosives are explosive devices as described in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 16, Section 1500.17(3) and those items or materials that have not been tested and approved by the Federal Department of Transportation as indicated in the CFR, Title 49, Section 173.54. Illegal or forbidden explosives, as indicated in the CFR, include devices commonly referred to as M-80, M-100, M-250, M-1000, quarter or half stick, blockbuster or cherry bomb.

*
*
*

F-3305.1   General. The manufacture of explosives, ammunition, blasting agents and fireworks is prohibited. The assembly and testing of explosives, ammunition, blasting agents and fireworks shall comply with the requirements of this section and NFPA 495 or NFPA 1124. Prior to issuance of a permit, approval shall be obtained from the Police Department for the use of explosives and blasting agents and from the Fire Department for the use of fireworks.

Exceptions:

*
*
*

F-3308.2   (Delete text of subsection and substitute as follows)

F-3308.2   Permit application. Applications for Assisted Operation Permits for fireworks and pyrotechnic displays shall be submitted at least 15 days in advance of the event. Prior to the issuance of a permit for fireworks displays, the applicant shall submit a diagram of the site, type and number of fireworks and/or pyrotechnic effects, qualifications of the operator and proof of insurance. Approval by the Fire Department is required for all fireworks and pyrotechnic displays. Launching racks shall be in accordance with requirements of the Fire Department.
*
*
*

F-3308.11 (Delete title and text of subsection without substitution)

*
*
*

CHAPTER 34

FLAMMABLE AND COMBUSTIBLE LIQUIDS

*
*
*

F-3403.3   Site assessment. In the event of a spill, leak or discharge from a tank system, a site assessment shall be completed by the owner or operator of such tank system if the fire code official determines that a potential fire or explosion hazard exists. Such site assessments shall be conducted to ascertain potential fire and environmental hazards and shall be completed and submitted to the [fire department] Commercial and Industrial Fire Inspection Unit of the Department of Licenses and Inspections within a time period established by [the fire code official] that unit, not to exceed 60 days.


F-3403.3.1   Contamination remediation. Soil and ground water contamination resulting from spills or leaks from storage tank systems or containers shall be reported to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Resources and clean-up procedures established by that agency shall be followed. After remediation is completed a copy of the closure report documenting satisfactory remediation shall be sent to the Commercial and Industrial Fire Inspection Unit of the Department of Licenses and Inspections.
*
*
*




F-3404.2.9.5.1   Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited. Storage of Class I, [and] II and IIIA liquids in above-ground tanks outside of buildings is prohibited on premises accessible by the public [within the limits established by law in the adopting ordinance as the limits of districts in which such storage is prohibited].
*
*
*


F-3404.2.11   Underground tanks. Under​ground storage of flammable and combustible liquids in tanks shall comply with Section F-3404.2 and Sections F-3404.2.11.1 through F-3404.2.11.5.2. Underground storage tanks newly installed or repaired shall be inspected by the Commercial and Industrial Fire Inspection Unit of the Department of Licenses and Inspections prior to the tank being covered. An inspection shall be made within 48 hours, exclusive of weekends and holidays, of the receipt of a written request for inspection.
*
*
*



F-3404.2.11.2   Location. Flammable and combustible liquid storage tanks located underground, either outside or under buildings, shall be in accordance with all of the following:

*
*
*



4.
Underground storage tanks and piping newly installed within 100 feet (30,480 mm) of a subway or below-grade concourse shall be double wall with interstitial space monitoring to detect leaks.

*
*
*


F-3404.2.12   Testing. Tank testing shall comply with Sections F-3404.2.12.1 [and] through F-3404.2.12.3[2]. Test results shall be sent to the Commercial and Industrial Fire Inspection Unit of the Department of Licenses and Inspections.
*
*
*



F-3404.2.12.3   Periodic tank testing. Every five years underground storage tanks and piping shall be tested for tightness in accordance with NFPA 329.


Exception: Underground storage tank systems having automatic tank gauging, inventory reconciliation analysis or secondary containment with interstitial monitoring. Documentation from these monitoring systems indicating the tightness of a tank shall be provided every five years as required by Section F-3404.2.12.

*
*
*




F-3404.2.13.1.4   Tanks abandoned in place. Tanks abandoned in place shall be abandoned as follows:

*
*
*




6.
A site assessment, to determine if there is any soil or ground water contamination, shall be conducted in accordance with requirements of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP). The assessment shall be performed for all abandoned tanks, including those not regulated by PADEP. Upon completion of the assessment and any necessary site remediation, a closure report shall be sent to the Commercial and Industrial Fire Inspection Unit of the Department of Licenses and Inspections.

*
*
*



F-3404.2.14.1   Removal. Removal of above-ground and underground tanks shall be in accordance with all of the following:

*
*
*



6.
A site assessment, to determine if there is any soil or ground water contamination, shall be conducted in accordance with requirements of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP). The assessment shall be performed for all tanks removed, including those not regulated by PADEP. Upon completion of the assessment and any necessary site remediation, a closure report shall be sent to the Commercial and Industrial Fire Inspection Unit of the Department of Licenses and Inspections.

*
*
*


F-3405.3.3   Heating, lighting and cooking appliances. Heating, lighting and cooking appliances which utilize Class I liquids shall not be operated within a building or structure.


Exception: [Operation in single-family dwellings.] Where approved by the Fire Department after a review to ensure an appropriate level of fire safety.

*
*
*



F-3406.2.4.4   Locations where above-ground tanks are prohibited. The storage of Class I, [and] II and IIIA liquids in above-ground tanks is prohibited on premises accessible by the public [within the limits established by law in the adopting ordinance as the limits of districts in which such storage is prohibited]. The storage of Class I, II and IIIA liquids in above-ground tanks on farms and at construction sites shall be approved by the Fire Department if, after a review of the fire hazards at the location and the capacity of the tank, the Fire Department determines that it is safe to install an above-ground tank.
*
*
*



F-3406.2.5.2   Tanks for gravity discharge. Tanks with a connection in the bottom or the end for gravity-dispensing liquids shall be mounted and equipped as follows:



1.
Supports (tank brackets, etc.) and harnesses to elevate the tank for gravity discharge shall be designed to carry all required loads and provide stability. Documentation from the tank manufacturer, an authorized representative of the tank manufacturer or a professional engineer shall be provided to verify compliance with these requirements.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 38

LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GASES

F-3801.3 (Delete text of subsection and substitute as follows)

F-3801.3   Construction documents. Construction documents shall be submitted for all installations of LP-gas for which Sections F-105.6 and F-105.7 require a permit.
F-3801.4   Installations prohibited where City gas is available. No installation of LP-gas is permitted where the City gas utility service exists in any right-of way that abuts the property in question or is available on the property.
Exceptions:


1.
Installations used solely for the resale of LP-gas.


2.
Installations not exceeding 2,000 gallons (7572 L) water capacity and used solely for the refilling of LP-gas containers where the gas is used to power material handling vehicles.


3.
Installations approved in writing by the Philadelphia Gas Works for their Interruptible Gas Tariff program.

*
*
*




F-3803.2.1.5   Demonstra​tion and entertainment uses. Portable LP-gas containers are allowed to be used temporarily for demonstrations, [and] public exhibitions and entertainment performances. Such containers shall not exceed a water capacity of 12 pounds (5 kg) (5 pounds gas capacity). Where more than one such container is present in the same room, each container shall be separated from other containers by a distance of not less than 20 feet (6096 mm).

*
*
*

F-3804.2 (Delete title and text of subsection with its exception and substitute as follows)

F-3804.2   Maximum capacity in congested areas. The Fire Department shall review all applications for LP-gas installations. In areas determined by the Fire Department to be heavily populated or congested, the Fire Department shall determine if an installation shall be permitted. Where an installation is permitted, the Fire Department shall determine what restrictions or safeguards if any, shall be imposed upon the installation based on a fire safety analysis. The analysis shall consider the exposure to or from surrounding properties, conditions of hazard at the site, topographical conditions, availability of an adequate water supply for fire fighting and protection proposed to mitigate the hazards of the installation. Where installations are permitted in heavily populated or congested areas, the aggregate capacity of any one installation of LP-gas shall not exceed a water capacity of 2,000 gallons (7570 L).
*
*
*

APPENDIX H (begins following page)

Appendix H
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SUBCODE “G” (THE PHILADELPHIA FUEL GAS CODE)23
Article G-1.0  Adoption of the International Code Council (ICC) “International Fuel Gas Code,” with additions, deletions and amendments.

§G-1.1   The 2003 International Fuel Gas Code, as published by the International Code Council, is hereby adopted as the Gas Code of The City of Philadelphia, with such additions, deletions and amendments as set forth in §G-1.2.

§G-1.2   The 2003 International Fuel Gas Code, copies of which are on file with the Department of Licenses and Inspections, is incorporated as if fully set forth herein, subject to the following additions, deletions and amendments, including errata issued by the International Code Council.


§G-1.2.1   [Brackets] indicate matter deleted. Italics indicate matter added.


§G-1.2.2   Throughout the code, references to “International” codes or “ICC” codes shall be deemed to refer to the “Philadelphia” codes of the same name.


§G-1.2.3   The numbers of all sections and subsections shall be preceded with the prefix “G-.”


§G-1.2.4   THE 2003 INTERNA​TIONAL FUEL GAS CODE:

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION

(Delete the Chapter in its entirety and substitute the following)

SECTION G-101   (IFGC) GENERAL

G-101.1   Title. These provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Fuel Gas Code and shall be cited as such and will be referred to herein as “this code.”
G-101.2   Scope. This code shall apply to the installation of fuel-gas piping systems, fuel-gas utilization equipment and related accessories in accordance with Sections G-101.2.1 through G-101.2.5.
Exceptions:

1.
Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories high with separate means of egress and their accessory structures shall comply with the Residential Code.


2.
As an alternative to the provisions of this code, fuel-gas piping systems, fuel-gas utilization equipment and related accessories in existing buildings that are undergoing repairs, alterations, changes in occupancy or construction of additions shall be permitted to comply with the provisions of the Existing Building Code.


G-101.2.1   Gaseous hydrogen systems. Gaseous hydrogen systems shall be regulated by Chapter 7.

G-101.2.2   Piping systems. These regulations cover piping systems for natural gas with an operating pressure of 125 pounds per square inch gauge (psig) (862 kPa gauge) or less, and for LP-gas with an operating pressure of 20 psig (140 kPa gauge) or less, except as provided in Section G-402.6.1. Coverage shall extend from the point of delivery to the outlet of the equipment shutoff valves. Piping systems requirements shall include design, materials, components, fabrication, assembly, installation, testing, inspection, operation and maintenance.

G-101.2.3   Gas utilization equipment. Requirements for gas utilization equipment and related accessories shall include installation, combustion and ventilation air and venting and connections to piping systems.

G-101.2.4   Systems and equipment outside the scope. This code shall not apply to the following:

1.
Portable LP-gas equipment of all types that is not connected to a fixed fuel piping system.


2.
Installation of farm equipment such as brooders, dehydrators, dryers and irrigation equipment.


3.
Raw material (feedstock) applications except for piping to special atmosphere generators.


4.
Oxygen-fuel gas cutting and welding systems.


5.
Industrial gas applications using gases such as acetylene and acetylenic compounds, hydrogen, ammonia, carbon monoxide, oxygen and nitrogen.


6.
Petroleum refineries, pipeline compressor or pumping stations, loading terminals, compounding plants, refinery tank farms and natural gas processing plants.


7.
Integrated chemical plants or portions of such plants where flammable or combustible liquids or gases are produced by, or used in, chemical reactions.


8.
LP-gas installations at utility gas plants.


9.
Liquefied natural gas (LNG) installations.


10.
Fuel gas piping in power and atomic energy plants.


11.
Proprietary items of equipment, apparatus or instruments such as gas-generating sets, compressors and calorimeters.


12.
LP-gas equipment for vaporization, gas mixing and gas manufacturing.


13.
Temporary LP-gas piping for buildings under construction or renovation that is not to become part of the permanent piping system.


14.
Installation of LP-gas systems for railroad switch heating.


15.
Installation of hydrogen gas, LP-gas and compressed natural gas (CNG) systems on vehicles.


16.
Except as provided in Section G-401.1.1, gas piping, meters, gas pressure regulators and other appurtenances used by the serving gas supplier in the distribution of gas, other than LP-gas.


17.
Building design and construction, except as specified herein.


18.
Piping systems for mixtures of gas and air within the flammable range with an operating pressure greater than 10 psig (69 kPa gauge).


19.
Portable fuel cell appliances that are neither connected to a fixed piping system nor interconnected to a power grid.


G-101.2.5   Other fuels. The requirements for the design, installation, maintenance, alteration and inspection of mechanical systems operating with fuels other than fuel gas shall be regulated by the Philadelphia Mechanical Code.
G-101.3   Appendices. No appendices are adopted as a part of this code.
G-101.4   Intent. The purpose of this code is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life or limb, health, property and public welfare by regulating and controlling the design, construction, installation, quality of materials, location, operation and maintenance or use of fuel gas systems.

G-101.5   Administrative provisions. This chapter contains those provisions that are unique to the administration of this code. All other administrative provisions applicable to this code are as set forth in the Administrative Code.
SECTION G-102   (IFGC) INSPECTIONS AND TESTING

G-102.1   Evaluation and follow-up inspection services. Prior to the approval of a prefabricated construction assembly having concealed work and the issuance of a permit, the code official shall require the submittal of an evaluation report from an approved agency on each prefabricated construction assembly. The report shall indicate the complete details of the installation, including a description of the system and its components, the basis upon which the system is being evaluated, test results and similar information and other data as necessary for the code official to determine conformance to this code.

Exception: Manufactured and Industrialized housing pursuant to Section A-102.8 of the Administrative Code.


G-102.1.1   Follow-up inspection. Except where ready access is provided to installations, service equipment and accessories for complete inspection at the site without disassembly or dismantling, the code official shall conduct in-plant inspections to ensure conformance to the approved evaluation report or shall accept inspection reports from an approved independent inspection agency. The inspection agency shall furnish the code official with the follow-up inspection manual and a report of inspections upon request. The installation shall have an identifying label permanently affixed to the system indicating that factory inspections have been performed.

G-102.1.2   Test and inspection records. Required test and inspection records shall be available to the code official at all times during the fabrication of the installation and the erection of the building.
G-102.2   Testing. Installations shall be tested as required in this code and in accordance with Sections G-102.2.1 through G-102.2.3. Tests shall be made by the permit holder after notifying the code official, who shall have the authority to observe the tests.

G-102.2.1   New, altered, extended or repaired installations. New installations and parts of existing installations, which have been altered, extended, renovated or repaired, shall be tested as prescribed herein to disclose leaks and defects.

G-102.2.2   Apparatus, instruments, material and labor for tests. Apparatus, instruments, material and labor required for testing an installation or part thereof shall be furnished by the permit holder.

G-102.2.3   Reinspection and testing. Where any work or installation does not pass an initial test or inspection, the necessary corrections shall be made so as to achieve compliance with this code. The work or installation shall then be reinspected or re-tested and the results resubmitted to the code official as appropriate.
*
*
*

CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

SECTION G-202   (IFGC) GENERAL 

DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

CODE OFFICIAL. The [officer or other designated authority] Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or his or her duly authorized representative charged with the administration and enforcement of this code[, or a duly authorized representative].

*
*
*

CHAPTER 3

GENERAL REGULATIONS

SECTION G-301   (IFGC) GENERAL

*
*
*

G-301.3   Listed and labeled. Appliances regulated by this code shall be listed and labeled unless otherwise approved in accordance with Section [105] A-203 of the Administrative Code. The approval of unlisted appliances in accordance with Section [105] A-203 of the Administrative Code shall be based upon approved engineering evaluations.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 7

GASEOUS HYDROGEN SYSTEMS

SECTION G-701   (IFGC) GENERAL

*
*
*

G-701.2   Permits. Permits shall be required as set forth in [Section 106] the Administrative Code and as required by the International Fire Code.

*
*
*

SUBCODE “M” (THE PHILADELPHIA MECHANICAL CODE)30
Article M-1.0  Adoption of the 2003 International Mechanical Code, with additions, deletions and amendments.
§M-1.1   The “2003 International Mechanical Code” as published by the International Code Council is hereby adopted as the Mechanical Code of the City of Philadelphia, with such additions, deletions and amendments as set forth in §M-1.2.

§M-1.2   The 2003 International Mechanical Code, copies of which are on file with the Department of Licenses and Inspections, is incorporated as if fully set forth herein, subject to the following additions, deletions and amendments, including errata issued by the International Code Council.


§M-1.2.1   [Brackets] indicate matter deleted. Italics indicate matter added.


§M-1.2.2   The numbers of all sections and subsections shall be preceded with the prefix “M-.”


§M-1.2.3   Throughout the code, references to “International” codes or “ICC” codes shall be deemed to refer to the “Philadelphia” codes of the same name.


§M-1.2.4   THE 2003 INTERNA​TIONAL MECHANICAL CODE:

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION

(Delete the Chapter in its entirety and substitute the following)

SECTION M-101   GENERAL

M-101.1   Title. These provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Mechanical Code, and shall be cited as such and will be referred to herein as “this code.”
M-101.2   Scope. This code shall regulate the design, installation, maintenance, alteration and inspection of mechanical systems that are permanently installed and utilized to provide control of environmental conditions and related processes within buildings. This code shall also regulate those mechanical systems, system components, equipment and appliances specifically addressed herein. The installation of fuel gas distribution piping and equipment, fuel gas-fired appliances and fuel gas-fired appliance venting systems shall be regulated by the Fuel Gas Code.
Exceptions:


1.
Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories high with separate means of egress and their accessory structures shall comply with the Residential Code.


2.
Mechanical systems in existing buildings undergoing repair, alterations, or additions, and change of occupancy shall be permitted to comply with the Existing Building Code.


M-101.2.1   Appendices. No appendices are adopted as a part of this code.
M-101.3   Intent. The purpose of this code is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life or limb, health, property and public welfare by regulating and controlling the design, construction, installation, quality of materials, location, operation and maintenance or use of mechanical systems.
M-101.4   Administrative provisions. This chapter contains those provisions that are unique to the administration of this code. All other administrative provisions applicable to this code are as set forth in the Administrative Code.
SECTION M-102   INSPECTIONS AND TESTING

M-102.1   Evaluation and follow-up inspection services. Prior to the approval of a prefabricated construction assembly having concealed work and the issuance of a permit, the code official shall require the submittal of an evaluation report from an approved agency on each prefabricated construction assembly. The report shall indicate the complete details of the mechanical system, including a description of the system and its components, the basis upon which the system is being evaluated, test results and similar information and other data as necessary for the code official to determine conformance to this code.
Exception: Manufactured and Industrialized housing pursuant to Section A-102.12 of the Administrative Code.


M-102.1.1   Follow-up inspection. Except where ready access is provided to mechanical systems, service equipment and accessories for complete inspection at the site without disassembly or dismantling, the code official shall conduct in-plant inspections to ensure conformance to the approved evaluation report or shall accept inspection reports from an approved independent inspection agency. The inspection agency shall furnish the code official with the follow-up inspection manual and a report of inspections upon request. The mechanical system shall have an identifying label permanently affixed to the system indicating that factory inspections have been performed.

M-102.1.2   Test and inspection records. Required test and inspection records shall be available to the code official at all times during the fabrication of the mechanical system and the erection of the building.
M-102.2   Testing. Mechanical systems shall be tested as required in this code and in accordance with Sections M-102.2.1 through M-102.2.3. Tests shall be made by the permit holder after notifying the code official, who shall have the authority to observe the tests.

M-102.2.1   New, altered, extended or repaired systems. New mechanical systems and parts of existing systems, which have been altered, extended, renovated or repaired, shall be tested as prescribed herein to disclose leaks and defects.

M-102.2.2   Apparatus, instruments, material and labor for tests. Apparatus, instruments, material and labor required for testing a mechanical system or part thereof shall be furnished by the permit holder.

M-102.2.3   Reinspection and testing. Where any work or mechanical system does not pass an initial test or inspection, the necessary corrections shall be made so as to achieve compliance with this code. The work or system shall then be reinspected or re-tested and the results resubmitted to the code official as appropriate.
CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

SECTION M-202   GENERAL DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

CODE OFFICIAL. The [officer or other designated authority] Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or his or her duly authorized representative charged with the administration and enforcement of this code[, or a duly authorized representative].

*
*
*

CHAPTER 3

GENERAL REGULATIONS

SECTION M-301   GENERAL

*
*
*

M-301.4   Listed and labeled. All appliances regulated by this code shall be listed and labeled, unless otherwise approved in accordance with Section [105] A-203 of the Philadelphia Adminis​trative Code.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 4

VENTILATION

*
*
*

SECTION M-404   ENCLOSED PARKING GARAGES

*
*
*

M-404.4   Monitoring. Enclosed parking garages containing 35 or more parking spaces shall be equipped with a carbon monoxide monitoring system in accordance with the Philadelphia Department of Public Health Air Management Regulations.
*
*
*

SUBCODE “P” (THE PHILADELPHIA PLUMBING CODE)34
CHAPTER 1 ADMINISTRATION

*  *  *  

SECTION P-101.0   GENERAL

P-101.1   Title: These provisions, together with Section 9-1003 of The Philadelphia Code and the regulations adopted pursuant thereto, shall be known as the Philadelphia Plumbing Code, hereinafter referred to as “this code”.

P-101.2   Scope: The design, installation, maintenance, alteration and inspection of plumbing systems, including sanitary and storm drainage, sanitary facilities, water supplies, storm water and sewage disposal in buildings and premises shall comply with the provisions of this code and the regulations of the department.

P-101.3   Intent: This code shall be construed to secure its expressed intent, which is to provide for the public health, safety and welfare insofar as they are affected by the installation and maintenance of plumbing systems.

P-101.4   Administrative provisions: This chapter contains those provisions which are unique to the administration of this code. All other administrative provisions applicable to this code are as set forth in the administrative code.

SECTION P-102.0   APPLICABILITY

P-102.1   General: The provisions of these regulations shall cover all matters affecting or relating to plumbing as set forth in Section P-101.0.

P-102.2   Existing structures: The legal use and occupancy of any structure existing on the effective date of this code, or for which it has been heretofore approved, shall be permitted to continue without change except as is specifically covered in this code or as deemed necessary by the department to secure the intent of this code.

P-102.3   Alterations, additions and repairs: Alterations, additions and repairs to any plumbing system shall conform to that required for a new plumbing system without requiring the existing plumbing to comply with all the requirements of this code. Alterations, additions and repairs shall not cause an existing plumbing system to become unsafe or adversely affect the performance of the plumbing. Where additions or alterations impose loads on parts of existing systems which exceed those permitted herein, such parts shall be made to comply with this code.

P-102.4   Referenced codes: Where this code references the administrative, building, electrical, fire prevention, property maintenance or zoning codes, it shall mean the City of Philadelphia Code of such title currently in effect unless specifically stated otherwise.

P-102.5   Referenced standards: The standards referenced in this code shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference. Where differences occur between the provisions of this code and referenced standards, the provisions of this code shall apply.

SECTION P-103.0   PERMITS

P-103.1   Applications: Applications for plumbing permits shall be submitted by a Registered Master Plumber or his/her authorized agent in accordance with Chapter 3 of the administrative code. All plumbing permit applications shall have a Registered Master Plumber’s seal affixed.

P-103.2   Penalty: Any Registered Master Plumber who fails to secure the proper permits as required by this code and the administrative code shall be subject to having their license suspended or revoked in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 9 Section 9-1003(8) of the Philadelphia Code.

P-103.3   Revocation: In addition to the provisions of the administrative code, the department shall be authorized to revoke a permit when:


P-103.3.1   Violation: Any plumbing work for which the permit was granted is done in violation of Section 9-1003 or the regulations promulgated pursuant thereto; or


P-103.3.2   Inspection: Any plumbing work for which the permit was granted fails to pass any inspection or test conducted by the Department or by the Department of Public Health.

SECTION P-104.0   SUBCONTRACTORS

P-104.1   Disclosure: Any plumbing contractor who accepted a contract as a subcontractor from another plumbing or retail firm must indicate so on the permit.

P-104.2   Permit exclusive: A registered Master Plumber shall not work under another registered Master Plumber’s plumbing permit except as a subcontractor or an employee. When work is being performed by a subcontractor, the department shall be notified in writing that such work is being performed with permission of the permitted registered Master Plumber holding the original permit.

SECTION P-105.0   UNLICENSED PERSON

P-105.1   License required: No person shall install plumbing, water drain or waste piping, or fixtures unless properly licensed pursuant to Title 9 Section 9-1003. No person shall hire such unlicensed person to perform plumbing work. Any person who has had plumbing work performed by an unlicensed person must have a registered master plumber inspect and if necessary redo the work. Permits must be secured for the inspection activity and for any additional plumbing work as a result of the inspection.

SECTION P-106.0   PLUMBING REGULATIONS.

P-106.1   Authorization: In enacting this code, the Council recognizes that the department has promulgated technical regulations governing the manner in which plumbing work is to be performed and the materials that are to be used. Those regulations are hereby reaffirmed. The department is authorized to promulgate additional such regulations and to amend existing such regulations as it deems necessary or appropriate from time to time. The department is also authorized to promulgate any other regulations necessary or appropriate to implement the provisions of this code. Promulgation of regulations shall be made subject to published notice and upon request, a public hearing.

SECTION P-202.0   GENERAL DEFINITIONS.35

Department: The Department of Licenses and Inspections.


Minor repairs: The repairing of existing plumbing fixture, including the replacement of faucets or valves or parts thereof, with like materials serving the same purpose; the clearance of stoppages; the stopping of leaks, without replacement of water, drainage or vent piping; the relieving of frozen pipes; and other minor replacements or repairs, not including changes in the piping to the fixture or in drainage, vent or water supply piping, other than the aforementioned items, and not including the replacement of any plumbing fixture. Replacement or repairs of hot water heaters and hydronic boilers are not considered minor repairs under this section.

SUBCODE “PC” (THE PHILADELPHIA

PERFORMANCE CODE FOR BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES)35.1
Article PC-1.0   Adoption of the International Code Council (ICC) “ICC Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities” with additions, deletions and amendments.

§PC-1.1   The 2003 ICC Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities, as published by the International Code Council, is hereby adopted as the Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities of The City of Philadelphia, with such additions, deletions and amendments as set forth in §PC-1.2.

§PC-1.2   The 2003 ICC Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities, copies of which are on file with the Department of Licenses and Inspections, is incorporated as if fully set forth herein, subject to the following additions, deletions and amendments, including errata issued by the International Code Council.


§PC-1.2.1   [Brackets] indicate matter deleted. Italics indicate matter added.


§PC-1.2.2   Throughout the code, references to “International” codes or “ICC” codes shall be deemed to refer to the “Philadelphia” codes of the same name.


§PC-1.2.3   The numbers of all sections and subsections shall be preceded with the prefix “PC-.”


§PC-1.2.4   THE 2003 ICC PERFORM​ANCE CODE FOR BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES:

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SECTION PC-101   INTENT AND PURPOSE

PC-101.1   Title and Purpose. These provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities, shall be cited as such, and will be referred to herein as “this code.” The purpose of this code is [T]to provide appropriate health, safety, welfare, and social and economic value, while promoting innovative, flexible and responsive solutions that optimize the expenditure and consumption of resources.

*
*
*

SECTION PC-103   ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROVISIONS

*
*
*



PC-103.3.12.1  Supplemental administra​tive provisions. Administrative provisions of the [International Code Council’s family of codes] Philadelphia Administrative Code and the other subcodes of the Philadelphia Building Construction and Occupancy Code shall supplement the performance provisions for plan review, permit issuance, inspection, certificate of occupancy or compliance and enforcement.



PC-103.3.12.2   Appendices. Appendices A, B, C, D and E of the 2003 ICC Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities are hereby adopted and incorporated as a part of this code.
Sections PC-103.3.13 through PC-103.3.13.4 (Delete titles and text of subsections without substitution)

*
*
*

CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

SECTION PC-202   DEFINED TERMS

*
*
*

CODE OFFICIAL. The Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or his or her duly authorized representative charged with the administration and enforcement of this code.

*
*
*

SUBCODE “PM” (THE PHILADELPHIA PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE)36
CHAPTER 1 ADMINISTRATION

SECTION PM-101.0   GENERAL

PM-101.1   Title:36.1 These provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Property Maintenance Code, and shall be cited as such and will be referred to herein as “this code.”

PM-101.2   Scope: This code is promulgated to protect the public health, safety and welfare in existing structures and on existing premises by establishing minimum requirements for:


1.
Safe and sanitary maintenance of structures, premises and equipment;


2.
Equipment and facilities for space, light, ventilation, heating, sanitation and protection from the elements;


3.
Safety to life, safety from fire and other hazards.


The code establishes responsibilities of owners, operators, agents and occupants and provides for licensing of certain properties

PM-101.3   Intent: This code shall be construed to secure its expressed intent, which is to insure public health, safety and welfare to the extent they are affected by the continued occupancy and maintenance of existing structures and premises. Existing structures and premises which are not in compliance with this code shall be altered or repaired to provide the minimum health, safety and welfare as required herein.

PM-101.4   Administrative provisions: This chapter contains those provisions which are unique to the administration of this code. All other administrative provisions applicable to this code are as set forth in the administrative code.

PM-101.5   Other codes:36.2 Where this code references the administrative, building, electrical, energy conservation, existing building, fire, fuel gas, mechanical, performance, plumbing, residential or zoning codes, it shall mean the City of Philadelphia Code of such title listed in Chapter 8 and currently in effect unless specifically stated otherwise. The provisions of this code shall not be construed to replace or supersede other codes adopted by the City. Repairs, additions, alterations and changes in occupancy shall be in compliance with the building, electrical, energy conservation, existing building, fire, fuel gas, mechanical, plumbing, residential and zoning codes as applicable.

SECTION PM-102.0   LICENSING

PM-102.1   Dwellings:36.3 No person shall operate a multiple-family dwelling, rooming house, dormitory or hotel, or offer for rent a one-family dwelling, two family dwelling or a rooming unit therein without first obtaining a housing inspection license from the Department. Every person applying for a license shall supply such information as the Department requires and shall pay an annual fee as set forth in the administrative code.


PM-102.1.1   Special Requirement In Educa​tional Housing Districts:37 In addition to the other conditions for obtaining a license under this Section, no person shall be issued a housing inspection license for a property located in an Educational Housing District in which the total number of students living in the building exceeds 25, or in which the percentage of dwelling units in the building in which at least one student lives exceeds 25% of the dwelling units of such building, and no such license shall be renewed, unless such person obtains a certification from the Department stating that within the last ninety days the property has been inspected by the Department and is in substantial compliance with the requirements of the Building Construction and Occupancy Code. The fee for such an inspection shall be established by the Department by regulation. For purposes of this subsection, the terms “Educational Housing District” and “student” shall have the meanings as defined in Chapter 10-1800 of the Code. 

PM-102.2   Occupancy:37.1 Every housing inspection license for a rooming house, dormitory or hotel shall specify the maximum number of occupants allowed to occupy the building.

PM-102.3   Individual unit:38 An individual housing inspection license need not be obtained if one has been issued for the building in which a dwelling or rooming unit is located. 

PM-102.4   Vacant structures or lots:39 The owner of every vacant lot, vacant building or vacant wharf, pier or dock shall obtain a license from the Department. Every person applying for a license shall supply such information as the Department requires and shall pay an annual fee as set forth in the administrative code. The owner of any vacant commercial structure shall post a bond or other security in form approved by the Law Department and in an amount determined by the Department to be necessary to secure the City’s potential cost of correcting Code violations or abating unsafe or imminently dangerous conditions as authorized by PM-306.6, PM-307.6, PM-308.4, or any other provision of this code. If the City does incur such costs, the City may recover such costs from the posted bond or other security, in addition to pursuing any other remedy authorized by law. The bond or other security shall provide that it will not expire and the City need not release it upon transfer of the property unless and until a subsequent owner posts a comparable bond or other security. Failure to post the required security or to maintain such security may result in the suspension or denial of any license issued to the owner under this code, which license suspension(s) or denial(s) shall continue until the owner has posted the required security. No license shall be suspended under this provision until the owner has been provided written notice and an opportunity for a hearing.


PM-102.4.1   Timeliness: A license shall be obtained not later than 30 days following the vacating of a building or lot.


PM-102.4.2   Contiguous lots: Contiguous vacant lots shall be exempt from separate licensing when either of the following conditions exist:


1.
Vacant lots are contiguous to and in common ownership with a vacant lot licensed in accordance with this section. This provision shall include building lots in common ownership with an approved subdivision provided that a license is obtained for the subdivision tract.


2.
Vacant lots contiguous to or separated by a driveway from a building where there is common ownership of the lot and the building.40

PM-102.4.3   Exemptions:41 A person who takes ownership of a property pursuant to an Abatement Agreement under the Emergency Nuisance Abatement Program, set forth at Section PM-309.0, shall be exempt from the foregoing license and bond requirements for a period of two years after taking ownership of the property.

PM-102.5   License applications: Every license application shall include the information listed in sections PM-102.5.1 through PM-102.5.4 plus such other information deemed necessary by the Department.


PM-102.5.1   Address: An identification of the property by street number and names of all streets contiguous to the property, where such exist.


PM-102.5.2   Owner: An identification of the owner by name, residence and business address. If the owner is a corporation, the identification shall include the name and address of such corporation, together with the name, residence and business address of at least one principal. If the owner is under the age of eighteen years or has been judicially declared incompetent, a legal representative shall file the license application.


PM-102.5.2.1   Multiple-family dwellings and rooming houses: License applications filed pursuant to Sections PM-102.1 or PM-102.2 shall include the name and address of a managing agent designated pursuant to Section PM-102.6.5.


PM-102.5.3   Signatures: The signature of the owner, or if the owner is a corporation, of any officer. The managing agent, where one is required by Section PM-102.6.5, shall also sign the application to indicate consent to the designation except that such consent is not required if any owner or officer of a corporation serves as the managing agent.

PM-102.6   Condition of license: All licenses required by this code shall be subject to the conditions set forth in Sections PM-102.6.1 through PM-102.6.5.


PM-102.6.1   Term: Licenses shall be valid for a period of one year. The Department shall fix the license year on a basis it deems desirable for efficient administration. If a license year is changed, any person holding a license shall receive credit for the unexpired term.


PM-102.6.2   Transfer: No license required by this code shall be transferable. The new owner shall obtain a new license from the Department within ten days after the transfer in any manner of ownership or control of the interest in such property.


PM-102.6.3   Changes: An owner, who is required to be licensed under this Chapter, shall inform the Department in writing by first-class mail and shall amend the license application within five days if there is a change of address of the owner, a change in the list of officers of the owner corporation, a change of address of any of such listed officers, or vacating of an excepted unit by an owner.


PM-102.6.4   Rent collection: No person shall collect rent with respect to any property that is required to be licensed pursuant to this code unless a valid license has been issued for said property. At the inception of each tenancy, an owner shall issue to the tenant a written statement certifying that the rental unit is licensed and listing the license number.


PM-102.6.5   Agent: The owner of a multiple-family dwelling, rooming house, dormitory or hotel shall designate a managing agent to receive service of notices, orders, or summonses issued by the Department. To qualify for such designations, an agent shall be a natural person over the age of eighteen years and shall reside within the City or customarily and regularly attend a business office maintained within the City. An owner or corporate principal who meets such qualifications shall be authorized to serve as the managing agent. If anyone located in Philadelphia other than the owner collects rent on the owner’s behalf that person shall qualify as and be designated as the managing agent.



PM-102.6.5.1   Termination by owner: To terminate a managing agent, the owner shall file with the Department a statement designating a qualified successor. A qualified successor shall be designated by the owner within ten days after terminating an agent and the Department shall be notified by first-class mail of that change within three days after selection of the qualified successor.



PM-102.6.5.2   Termination by agent: To terminate agency, the managing agent shall serve a written notice on the owner and the Department. The notice to the Department shall set forth the license number and address of the property and the name and address of the owner together with an affidavit of proof of service upon the owner. Service upon the owner shall be made by delivery of a copy personally to the owner or any principal if the owner is a corporation, by registered mail to the address of any owner or principal as set forth in the license application, or by delivery to any person of suitable age and discretion at the address of the owner or any principal as set forth in the license application. Upon termination of the agency, the owner shall file with the Department a statement designating a qualified successor within ten days.



PM-102.6.5.3   Other termination: If the designation of a managing agent shall cease to be effective as a result of death or judicial declaration of incompetence of the agent, or disqualification because of relocation from Philadelphia, the owner shall file a statement with the Department within ten days thereafter designating a qualified successor.



PM-102.6.5.4   Alternate agent: Any owner who is required to file a license application under this code and who fails to comply with the provisions of this section as required shall be deemed to have appointed the Managing Director of the City of Philadelphia as agent to accept service of process in connection with any action by the City or any other party arising out of the condition of the property or any other matter relating to the property.

PM-102.7   Penalties:42 In addition to penalties set forth in the administrative code, the additional specific penalties set forth in Sections PM-102.7.1 through PM-102.7.3 shall apply.


PM-102.7.1   Non-compliance:43 Any owner who is required to file a license application under this code and who fails to comply with the provisions of Section PM-102.0 as required, or whose license has been suspended or revoked under subsection PM-102.7.2, shall be denied the right to recover possession of the premises or to collect rent during or for the period of noncompliance or during or for the period of license suspension or revocation. In any action to recover possession of real property or to make any claim against a tenant, the owner shall attach a copy of the license together with any amendments thereto.


PM-102.7.2   Suspension and Revocation:44 Any license issued pursuant to the provisions of this code shall be subject to suspension by the Department for failure to comply with the requirements of this code after a reinspection has been made to determine compliance pursuant to Section A-503.1 of the administrative code, or for failure to pay any fine and/or cost imposed under this code or the administrative code, and such suspension shall continue until there has been compliance and until any unpaid fines and costs have been paid. If a person has had a license suspended under this provision on three occasions, within a period of three years, then each subsequent failure to comply with the requirements of this code or failure to pay any fine and/or cost imposed under this code or the administrative code shall result in revocation of the license, and the person shall not be permitted to apply for any new licenses under this Section for one year after such revocation. The Department shall provide written notice and an opportunity for a hearing prior to any suspension or revocation of a license under this Section.


PM-102.7.3   Code Violation Notice:45 In accordance with the provisions of Section 1-112(5) of The Philadelphia Code, the code official shall issue a code violation notice in the amount of $75.00 to persons licensed under this Section who fail to comply with the provisions of PM-102.6.3 regarding notification to the Department of changes pursuant to the issuance of said license. Each day that a violation exists or a person refuses to submit such information as required shall constitute a separate offense.

PM-102.8   Business Privilege License:46 No person shall offer for rent any dwelling or dwelling unit without first obtaining a business privilege license pursuant to § 19-2602 of The Philadelphia Code.

CHAPTER 2 DEFINITIONS

SECTION PM-201.0   GENERAL

PM-201.1   Scope: Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following terms shall, for the purposes of this code, have the meanings shown in this chapter.

PM-201.2   Interchangeability: Words stated in the present tense include the future; words stated in the masculine gender include the feminine and neuter; the singular number includes the plural and the plural the singular.

PM-201.3   Terms defined in other codes: Where terms are not defined in this code and are defined in the building, electrical, plumbing or mechanical codes, such terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them as in those codes.

PM-201.4   Terms not defined: Where terms are not defined through the methods authorized by this section, such terms shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context implies.

PM-201.5   Parts: Whenever the words “dwelling unit,” “dwelling,” “premises,” “building,” “rooming house,” “rooming unit,” “story,” or “structure” are stated in this code, they shall be construed as though the were followed by the words “or any part thereof.”

SECTION PM-202.0   GENERAL DEFINITIONS


Approved: Approved by the code official or other authority having jurisdiction.


Basement: That portion of a structure which is partly or completely below grade.


Bathroom: A room containing plumbing fixtures including a bathtub or shower.


Blighting influence:46.1 A vacant building that lacks windows with frames and glazing and/or lacks one or more doors in entryways of the building if:



1.
the building is located on a block face where 80% or more buildings on the block face are occupied; or



2.
the Department has provided 20 days notice to the owner of the property that the Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections has determined, in consultation with other City officials as appropriate, that the lack of windows and/or entry doors has a significant adverse influence on the community based on the following factors:




a.
deterioration and/or safety of the property;




b.
safety of the surrounding community;




c.
the value of intact, occupied properties in the surrounding vicinity of the property;




d.
marketability of the property; and




e.
community morale.


Building: Any structure occupied or intended for supporting or sheltering any occupancy.


Code official: The Commissioner of the Department, or his or her duly authorized representative charged with the administration and enforcement of this code.


Condominiums: Real estate, portions of which are designated for separate ownership and the remainder of which is designated for common ownership solely by the owners of those portions, as defined in the Uniform Condominium Act; 68 Pa. C.S.A. §§ 3101 et seq., or real properly as defined by the Unit Property Act, Act of July 3, 1963, P.L. 196, 68 P.S. 700.101 et seq., whichever is applicable.


Condominium Council: A “unit owners’ association” as defined by the Uniform Condominium Act, 68 Pa. C.S.A. §§ 3101 et seq. or a board of natural individuals as required and defined by the Unit Property Act, Act of July 3, 1963, P.L. 196, 68 P.S. § 700.101 et seq., whichever is applicable.


Department: The Department of Licenses and Inspections or a duly authorized representative.


Dwellings:



Dormitory: A space in a building where group sleeping accommodations are provided in one room, or in a series of closely associated rooms, for persons not members of the same family group.



Dwelling unit: A single unit providing complete, independent living facilities for one or more persons, including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation, including such units contained within residential condominiums.



Hotel: Any building containing six or more guestrooms, intended or designed to be occupied, or which are rented or hired out to be occupied for sleeping purposes by guests.



Multiple-family dwelling: A building containing more than two dwelling units.



One-family dwelling: A building containing one dwelling unit with not more than five lodgers or boarders in addition to the primary family.



Rooming house: A building containing rooming units arranged or occupied for lodging, with or without meals, and not occupied as a one-family dwelling or a two-family dwelling.



Rooming unit: Any room or group of rooms which together form a single habitable unit occupied or intended to be occupied by an individual or family for sleeping or living, but not for cooking purposes.



Two-family dwelling: A building contain​ing two dwelling units with not more than five lodgers or boarders in addition to each primary family.


Exterior property: The open space on the premises and on adjoining property under the control of owners or operators of such premises.


Extermination: The control and elimination of insects, rodents, vermin, or other pests by eliminating their harborage places; by removing or making inaccessible materials that serve as their food; by poison spraying, fumigating, trapping or by any other approved pest elimination method.


Family: An individual or two or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption; or a group of three or less unrelated persons, living together as a single housekeeping unit.


Garbage: The animal and vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking and consumption of food.


Habitable space: Space in a structure for living, sleeping, eating or cooking. Bathrooms, toilet compartments, closets, halls, vestibules, foyers, stairways, laundries, basement recreation rooms, storage or utility spaces, and similar areas are not considered habitable spaces.


Infestation: The presence of insects, rodents, vermin or other pests, within or contiguous to, a structure or premises.


Occupancy: The purpose for which a building or portion thereof is used or occupied.


Openable area: That part of a window or door which is available for unobstructed ventilation and which opens directly to the outdoors.


Operator: Any person who has charge, care, management, or control of a structure or premises which is offered for occupancy. No person who owns a dwelling unit in a condominium shall by virtue of that ownership, and/or by virtue of rights and obligations or the exercise thereof in regard to the Condominium Council, be considered an operator of that condominium within the meaning of this code. However, in the case of a condominium, the Condominium Council shall be considered the owner/operator of the condominium and the common elements thereof. The developer or instrument established prior to the establishment of the Condominium Council shall be considered the owner/operator of the condominium until such time as the Condominium Council shall take possession.


Owner: Any person, agent, operator, firm or corporation having a legal or equitable interest in the property; or recorded in the official records of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or City and County of Philadelphia as holding title to the property; or otherwise having control of the property; including the guardian of the estate of any such person, and the executor or administrator of the estate of such person if ordered to take possession of real property by a court. No person who owns a dwelling unit in a condominium shall by virtue of that ownership and/or by virtue of his rights and obligations, or the exercise thereof in the Condominium Council shall be considered an owner of the Condominium within the meaning of this section. However, in the case of a condominium, the Condominium Council shall be considered the owner/operator of the condominium and the common elements thereof. The developer or instrument established prior to the establishment of the Condominium Council shall be considered the owner/operator of the condominium until such time as the Condominium Council shall take possession.


Person: An individual, corporation, firm, partnership, association, organization, or any other group acting as a unit.


Plumbing: The materials and fixtures utilized in the installation, maintenance, extension and alteration of all piping, fixtures, appliances, vents, drains and appurtenances together with all connections to water and sewer lines within the scope of the plumbing code.


Plumbing fixture: A receptacle or device which is connected to the water distribution system of the premises; or discharges waste water, liquid-borne waste materials, or sewage either directly or indirectly to the drainage system of the premises, or both.


Premises: A lot, plot or parcel of land including any structures thereon.


Rubbish: Combustible and noncombustible waste materials, except garbage; the term shall include the residue from the burning of wood, coal, coke and other combustible materials, paper, rags, cartons, boxes, wood, excelsior, rubber, leather, tree branches, yard trimmings, tin cans, metals, mineral matter, glass, crockery, dust and similar materials.


Structure: That which is built or constructed.


Toilet room: A room containing one or more water closets or urinals but not a bathtub or shower.


Unsafe: Includes the following:47

1.
The physical condition or occupancy of any premises regarded as a public nuisance at common law; or


2.
Any physical condition or occupancy of any premises or its appurtenances considered an attractive nuisance to children, including, but not limited to, abandoned wells, shafts, basements and excavations; or


3.
Any premises that has unsanitary sewerage or plumbing facilities; or


4.
Any premises that is manifestly capable of being a fire hazard, or is manifestly unsecure so as to endanger life, limb or property; or


5.
Any premises from which the plumbing, heating or facilities required by this code have been removed, or from which utilities have been disconnected, destroyed, removed or rendered ineffective, or the required precautions against trespassers have not been provided; or


6.
Any premises that is unsanitary, or that is littered with rubbish, garbage, raw sewage or contains infestation due to the presence of insects, rodents, vermin or other pests; or


7.
Any structure that is in a state of dilapidation, deterioration or decay; faulty construction; vacant or abandoned and open to public trespass; damaged by fire to the extent so as not to provide shelter; or otherwise hazardous to anyone on or near the premises; or


8.
Any premises certified by the Police Department or the District Attorney’s Office as the location of drug sales or use.


Ventilation: The natural or mechanical process of supplying conditioned or unconditioned air to, or removing such air from, any space.


Workmanlike: Executed in a skilled manner; e.g., generally plumb, level, square, in line, undamaged, and without marring adjacent work.


Yard: All open space on the same lot with a structure.

CHAPTER 3   GENERAL PROPERTY AND STRUCTURAL MAINTENANCE

SECTION PM-301.0   GENERAL

PM-301.1   Scope: The provisions of this chapter shall govern the minimum conditions and the responsibilities of persons for maintenance of structures, equipment and exterior property.

PM-301.2   Responsibility: The owner of the premises shall maintain the structures and exterior property in compliance with these requirements, except as otherwise provided. All premises, whether occupied or vacant, shall be maintained in such repair and in such safe and sanitary condition that no physical damage shall be caused to any adjoining premises. Every occupant of a dwelling unit or rooming unit shall keep all supplied facilities, including plumbing fixtures and cooking equipment, in a clean and sanitary condition and shall be responsible for the exercise of reasonable care in their proper use and operation.


PM-301.2.1   Historic structures: The owner of every historic structure shall maintain such structure in accordance with Section 14-2007(8)(c) of The Philadelphia Code and regulations pursuant thereto.

SECTION PM-302.   EXTERIOR PROPERTY AREAS

PM-302.1   General: All exterior property and premises shall be subject to the provisions of Sections PM-302.2 through PM-302.7.

PM-302.2   Sanitation:47.1 All exterior property and premises, including porches, patios and decks, shall be maintained in a clean, safe and sanitary condition and free from any accumulation of:


1.
rubbish or garbage; 


2.
building materials or equipment that are not currently being used for work at the property, or are being used in connection with work at the property which requires a building permit, if no such permit has been obtained; or 


3.
an unreasonable quantity of other personal property, not including currently functional items such as patio furniture, play equipment, lawn and garden equipment or other similar outdoor items.

Where rodents are found, they shall be promptly exterminated by approved processes which will not be injurious to human health. After extermination, proper precautions shall be taken to prevent reinfestation. The occupant shall keep that part of the exterior property which such occupant occupies or controls in a clean and sanitary condition.

PM-302.3   Weeds: All premises and exterior property shall be maintained free from weeds or plant growth in excess of 10 inches (254 mm). All noxious weeds shall be prohibited. Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, annual plants and vegetation, other than trees, shrubs, cultivated flowers and gardens.

PM-302.4   Grading and drainage: All premises shall be graded and maintained to prevent the accumulation of stagnant water thereon, or within any structure located thereon.

Exception: Approved water retention areas and reservoirs.


PM-302.4.1   Storm drainage: Drainage of roofs, paved areas, yards, courts, and other open areas on the premises shall not be discharged in a manner that creates a health or safety hazard.


PM-302.4.2   Drainage: Activity on a premises including, but not limited to regrading, terracing, fencing and construction activity shall not result in the concentration of surface water drainage to adjoining property.


Exception: Where terrain slopes toward a natural water course such as a creek, stream or river.

PM-302.5   Site hazard: All walkways, stairs, driveways, paving spaces and similar areas shall be maintained free from hazardous conditions. Stairs shall also comply with the requirements of Sections PM-304.7 and PM-602.3.

PM-302.6   Accessory structures: All accessory structures, including detached garages, tool sheds, decks, fences and walls, shall be maintained structurally sound and in good repair.

PM-302.7   Motor vehicles: Except as provided for by Use Registration Permit, not more than one currently unregistered motor vehicle shall be parked, kept or stored and no vehicle shall at any time be in a state of major disassembly, disrepair, or in the process of being stripped or dismantled on any exterior property.

SECTION PM-303.0   INTERIOR AREAS

PM-303.1   General: All interior areas shall be subject to the provisions of Sections PM-303.2 through PM-303.5.

PM-303.2   Sanitation: The interior of every structure shall be free from any accumulation of rubbish or garbage.

PM-303.3   Disposal of waste matter: Every occupant of a structure shall dispose of all rubbish and garbage in a clean and sanitary manner by placing such material in approved containers, both within the occupant’s area of control and as provided in common for multiple tenants.


PM-303.3.1   Residential occupancies:47.2 The owner of every residential premises shall supply approved containers for rubbish and shall be responsible for removal and/or collection of same. The owner shall also provide for removal of garbage by providing one of the following: a food waste grinder in each dwelling unit, an approved covered, leakproof outside garbage container, or an approved incinerator unit available to the occupants of all dwelling units.


Exception: Where facilities are provided in Group R-3 occupancies, the occupants are responsible for the removal and collection of waste matter.


PM-303.3.2   Non-residential occupancies: The owner of every occupied premises shall be responsible for the removal of rubbish where not eligible for City collection. The operator of every establishment which produces garbage shall provide, and at all times cause to be utilized, approved covered, leakproof containers for the storage of such materials until removed from the premises for disposal.

PM-303.4   Infestation: All structures shall be maintained free of infestation by insects, rodents, vermin or other pests.

PM-303.5   Extermination: Where infestation is found, the structure shall be promptly exterminated by processes that will not be injurious to human health. After extermination, proper measures shall be taken to prevent reinfestation.


PM-303.5.1   Single occupancy: The occupant of a structure containing a single dwelling unit or of a single nonresidential structure shall be responsible for extermination on the premises.


PM-303.5.2   Multiple occupancy: The owner of a structure containing two or more dwelling units, a multiple occupancy, a rooming house or a nonresidential structure shall be responsible for extermination in the public or shared areas of the structure and exterior properly. If infestation is caused by failure of an occupant to prevent such infestation in the area occupied, the occupants shall be responsible for extermination.

SECTION PM-304.0   EXTERIOR STRUCTURE

PM-304.1   General: The exterior of a structure shall be maintained in good repair, structurally sound and sanitary so as not to pose a threat to the public health, safely or welfare. All structural members shall be maintained free from deterioration, and shall be capable of safely supporting the imposed dead and live loads.

PM-304.2   Foundations: All foundation walls shall be maintained plumb and free from open cracks and breaks and shall be kept in such condition so as to prevent the entry of rodents.

PM-304.3   Walls: All exterior walls shall be free from holes, breaks, loose or rotting materials; and maintained weatherproof and properly surface coated or pointed where required to prevent deterioration.

PM-304.4   Roofs: The roof and flashing shall be sound, tight and not have defects that admit rain. Roof drainage shall be adequate to prevent dampness or deterioration in the walls or interior portion of the structure. Roof water shall not be discharged in a manner that creates a health or safety hazard.

PM-304.5   Appurtenances and architectural features: All cornices, belt courses, corbels, terra cotta trim, wall facings, canopies, marquees, signs, metal awnings, stairways, fire escapes, standpipes, exhaust ducts and similar elements shall be maintained in good repair and be properly anchored so as to be kept in a safe and sound condition. When required, all exposed surfaces of metal or wood shall be protected from the elements and against decay or rust by periodic application of weather-coating materials, such as paint or similar surface treatment.

PM-304.6   Chimneys and towers: All chimneys, cooling towers, smoke stacks, and similar construction shall be maintained structurally safe and sound, and in good repair so that it will function safely and effectively. All exposed surfaces of metal or wood shall be protected from the elements and against decay or rust by periodic application of weather-coating materials, such as paint or similar surface treatment.

PM-304.7   Handrails and guards: Every handrail and guard shall be firmly fastened and capable of supporting normally imposed loads and shall be maintained in good condition.

PM-304.8   Windows and doors: Every window, door and frame shall be kept in sound condition, good repair, weather tight and free of broken glazing.


PM-304.8.1   Doors: All exterior doors and hardware shall be maintained in good condition. Locks at all entrances to dwelling units, rooming units and guestrooms shall tightly secure the door. All building entrance doors and other exterior exit doors on all dwellings, except those dwellings that are exclusively owner-occupied and those building entrance doors guarded by 24-hour security personnel, shall be self-closing and equipped with heavy duty lock sets with auxiliary latch bolts to prevent the latter from being manipulated by means other than a key; provided that exit doors shall be readily openable at all times from the side from which egress is to be made and shall not require a key to operate from that side; further provided that if a latch set has a stop, it will be controlled by a master key only and that outside cylinders of main entrance door locks shall be operated by the tenant’s key, which shall not be designed to also open the tenant’s dwelling unit entrance door.



PM-304.8.1.1   Single occupancy: Exterior doors which serve only one tenant need only be equipped with a heavy duty dead bolt operable by a key from the outside.



PM-304.8.1.2   Alternate: The required lockset shall be permitted on a vestibule door provided there is no other door to dwelling units from within the vestibule.

PM-304.8.2   Windows: All operable windows to residential buildings or dwellings which are accessible from the street, fire escape or other walking surface, shall be equipped with sash locks designed to be operable from the inside only.

Exception: Windows in dwellings which are exclusively owner-occupied and windows which are guarded by 24-hour security personnel.


PM-304.8.3   Basement openings: Every basement hatchway, door and window shall be maintained to prevent the entrance of rodents, rain and surface drainage water. Where basement hatchways are part of a walking surface, they shall be maintained in a structurally sound condition to support the imposed load.

PM-304.9   Piers and other waterfront structures:48 In order to confirm and maintain the structural integrity of their structures, the owners of piers, bulkheads, wharves, docks, moored vessels, and other structures that have structural elements partly or totally below water along the shorelines of the Delaware River, Schuylkill River, or estuaries shall inspect and submit a structural assessment report to the Department of Licenses and Inspections on a triennial basis with the first report due no later than January 1, 2003. Subsequent reports will be due January 1, 2006 and every three years thereafter. The structural assessment report shall be subject to the provisions of PM-304.9.1 through PM-304.9.6.

Exceptions:


1.
The reporting requirement shall not apply to pipelines, bridges, dams, utility towers, tram towers, and water and wastewater discharge and intake structures.


2.
The reporting requirement shall not apply to vacant piers and other waterfront structures provided:



(a)
A barrier to human occupancy is maintained at all points of access from the on-shore side of the pier or other waterfront structure.



(b)
The owner files an “Affidavit of Vacant Pier” with the Department of Licenses & Inspections.



(c)
The owner maintains a vacant property license.



(d)
The pier or other waterfront structure is posted on all sides, in a visible and conspicuous manner, with “Danger-No Trespassing” signs.


PM-304.9.1   Minimum qualification of inspection personnel: The personnel involved in the inspection of piers and other waterfront structures shall possess the following qualifications:



PM-304.9.1.1   Project engineer: A professional engineer registered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall be designated as the project engineer and shall prepare the structural assessment report. The project engineer shall have at least five years experience in the field of marine structure construction and design techniques with specific verifiable knowledge of relieving platforms, high water structures, and cellular structures.



PM-304.9.1.2   Team leader: All under​water inspections shall be led by and under the direction of a team leader who shall be a professional engineer registered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The team leader shall have at least three years experience in the field of marine structure construction and design techniques. The team leader shall also be a qualified diver or shall use a video monitor to assess and record the divers’ inspections.



PM-304.9.1.3   Divers: Underwater inspec​tions shall be performed by divers who are graduates of a commercial diving school. Divers shall have completed at least 80 hours of instruction specifically related to structural inspections or shall have at least six months verifiable wharf builder experience in the Delaware bay, river, or estuary.


PM-304.9.2   Inspections: The inspections required by this Section shall be classified as follows:



PM-304.9.2.1   Routine inspections: Routine inspections shall be performed and a structural assessment report prepared at least once every three years as set forth in PM-304.9. The inspections shall include:




PM-304.9.2.1.1   Topside inspec​tions: Topside inspection of the above-water portions of the pier or other waterfront structure.




PM-304.9.2.1.2  Underwater inspec​tions: Underwater inspection by personnel qualified to perform such inspections, of those portions of the pier or other waterfront structure that cannot be inspected above water.



PM-304.9.2.2   Post-event inspection: A post-event inspection shall be performed, and a structural assessment report submitted, following a damage-causing event such as impact by vessel, major flood, ice flow, or similar event.


PM-304.9.3   Structural assessment rating system: A rating system conforming to the following criteria shall by used in the structural assessment report to describe the overall condition of the pier or other waterfront structure.



PM-304.9.3.1   Very Good - No visible defects or deterioration observed. All structural elements are sound and performing their function. No repairs are required to accommodate the structure’s current use and loading conditions.



PM-304.9.3.2   Good  - Localized minor defects or deterioration observed. All structural elements are sound and performing their function. No repairs are required to accommodate the structure’s current use and loading conditions.



PM-304.9.3.3   Fair - Moderate defects or deterioration observed. Primary structural elements are sound, however, repairs must be completed in order to accommodate the structure’s current use and loading conditions.



PM-304.9.3.4   Poor - Advanced defects or deterioration observed. Overstressing of structural elements observed. The structure or a portion thereof, must be posted with maximum permitted live load certificate(s) and the use restricted until repairs are completed.



PM-304.9.3.5   Serious - Advanced defects or deterioration observed. Overstressing or breakage of structural elements that significantly affects the load bearing capacity of primary structural elements. Localized failure is possible and portions of the structure must be barricaded from occupancy and posted until repairs are completed.



PM-304.9.3.6   Critical - Very advanced defects or deterioration observed. Overstressing or breakage of structural elements has resulted in failure(s) of primary structural components. Widespread failure is possible. All occupancy must cease immediately and the structure barricaded and posted. The pier or other waterfront structure must remain closed until repairs are completed.


PM-304.9.4   Structural assessment report: Structural assessment reports shall be sealed by the project engineer. Each report shall consist of the following sections.



PM-304.9.4.1   Introduction - The intro​duc​tion to the report shall include:



(1.)   Description of the facility including use (function) and loading conditions.



(2.)   Scope of work including any limitations affecting inspections dictated by the owner or site conditions.



(3.)   Description of the inspection including equipment, test methods, date, time, weather, stage of tide, and the names and qualifications of the survey party.



PM-304.9.4.2   Existing conditions - The existing conditions section of the report shall include the following. Data and results shall be documented by drawings/sketches and pictures and shall be reported in a factual manner without comment or analysis.



(1.)
Results of topside and underwater inspections.



(2.)
Special testing accomplished in the field.



(3.)
Results of laboratory testing.



PM-304.9.4.3   Evaluation - Evaluate the structure based upon the existing conditions, current use (function), and loading conditions. The overall structural assessment rating shall be included in this section.


PM-304.9.4.   Recommendations - The report shall contain:


(1.)   Recommendations for repairs or replacement including timeframe for completion.


(2.)   Restrictions of use, and required posting(s) of live load certificate(s).


PM-304.9.5   Posting, repairs and restricted occupancy: Based upon the recommendations of the Project Engineer, as detailed in the structural assessment report, the following shall occur:



PM-304.9.5.1   Required Repairs (Fair Rating) - Repairs identified by the Project Engineer as necessary to accommodate the structure’s current use shall be completed within nine months of the report date.



PM-304.9.5.2   Post Maximum Permitted Live Load Certification (Poor Rating) - Live load certification signs, approved by the Department of Licenses & Inspections, shall be conspicuously posted.



PM-304.9.5.3   Barriers (Serious Rating)  - Install barriers and post approved signage to prevent access to specific areas identified by the Project Engineer.



PM-304.9.5.4   Restrict Occupancy (Critical Rating) - Immediately cease operation of any pier or other waterfront structure determined by the Project Engineer to be in critical condition. Post “Danger - No Trespassing” signs on all sides including the on-shore and out-shore sides. Install a barrier to prevent access to the pier or other waterfront structure from all points of access from the on-shore side.



PM-304.9.5.5   Rating Upgrade - Once repairs have been completed to a pier or other waterfront structure, the Project Engineer may submit an addendum to the structural assessment report to upgrade the load limitations, use, and structural assessment rating.


PM-304.9.6  Submission schedule: Notification of serious or critical conditions and submission of reports shall be in accordance with the following schedule:



PM-304.9.6.1 Should a condition warrant a serious or critical designation, the Project Engineer shall notify the owner, current occupant, and the Commissioner of the Department of Licenses and Inspections immediately. The immediate notice may be oral, but shall in all cases be submitted in writing via certified letter within 24 hours of discovery to the owner, current occupant and the Commissioner of the Department of Licenses and Inspections.



PM-304.9.6.2 Structural assessment reports shall be submitted to the Commissioner of the Department of Licenses and Inspections within sixty days of physical inspection.

SECTION PM-305.0   INTERIOR STRUCTURE

PM-305.1   General: The interior of a structure and equipment therein shall be maintained in good repair, structurally sound and in a sanitary condition. Every occupant shall keep that part of the structure which such occupant occupies or controls in a clean and sanitary condition. Every owner of a structure containing more than one tenant shall maintain, in a clean and sanitary condition, the shared or public areas of the structure.

PM-305.2   Building elements: The walls, floors, ceilings, stairs, handrails, guards and supporting structural members of every structure shall be maintained structurally sound, and be capable of supporting the imposed loads.

PM-305.3   Interior surfaces: Walls, floors and ceilings shall be maintained substantially rodentproof. All interior surfaces, including windows and doors, shall be maintained in good, clean and sanitary condition. Peeling paint, cracked or loose plaster, decayed wood, and other effective surface conditions shall be corrected.

PM-305.4   Supplied facilities: All interior doors, cabinets or shelves for the storage of eating, drinking and cooking equipment and food and other supplied facilities which are permanently affixed to the structure shall be kept in sound condition and good repair.

PM-305.5   Doors: All doors to dwelling units, except those dwelling units that are exclusively owner-occupied, shall be equipped with a heavy duty dead bolt operable by a key from the outside.

PM-305.6   Lead paint:48.1 Lead paint, as defined in Section 6-403(1)(a) of the Philadelphia Health Code shall not be permitted to remain on interior surfaces of any dwelling, rooming house, dwelling unit, rooming unit or structure in Group E occupancy regulated under Section A-703 occupied by children when the Department of Public Health determines that its presence creates a health hazard. Failure by the owner to remove the hazard shall authorize the department to declare the premises “Unfit” or “Unsafe” pursuant to Section PM-307.

SECTION PM-306.0   VACANT PREMISES

PM-306.1   General: All vacant premises shall be maintained in a clean, safe, secure and sanitary condition as provided in this chapter generally and in this section specifically, so as not to become unsafe or otherwise adversely affect the public health or safety.

PM-306.2   Responsibility:48.2 The owner of any vacant building shall keep the interior and exterior of the premises free of garbage and rubbish. The owner of any vacant building shall keep all doors, windows and openings from the roof or other areas in good repair. Where such doors or windows or entrance to openings are readily accessible to trespassers, they shall be kept securely locked, fastened or otherwise secured. The owner shall take any other measures prescribed by the Department to prevent unauthorized entry to the premises by closing all openings with materials approved by the Department. A vacant building, which is not secured against entry shall be deemed unsafe within the meaning of Section PM-307.0. The owner of a vacant building that is a blighting influence, as defined in this subcode, shall secure all spaces designed as windows with windows that have frames and glazing and all entryways with doors. Sealing such a property with boards or masonry or other materials that are not windows with frames and glazing or entry doors shall not constitute good repair or being locked, fastened or otherwise secured pursuant to this subsection.

PM-306.3   Notice:49 Where the Department determines that any vacant building is in violation of this section, a written notice of that determination shall be given to the registered owner together with an appropriate order to comply with this code, and a copy shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises. Such written notice shall indicate the number of doors, windows or other entrances or openings to the building that the owner has failed to secure or seal in violation of PM-306.2. Such notice shall be in addition to a notice, if any, designating a property as a blighting influence.


PM-306.3.1   Service: Notices required by this section shall be served on the owner in accordance with the administrative code.

PM-306.4   Compliance:49.1 The owner of any vacant building which is in violation of this section shall, upon written notice, either eliminate the violation(s) or demolish the building. Where immediate compliance is not feasible, the owner shall notify the Department in writing within 10 days of the notice served by the Department of the steps taken to correct the conditions, together with an estimate of the time required to fully comply with the provisions of the code.

PM-306.5   Penalties:50 If the owner does not comply with the notice or fails to correct the conditions specified in the Department’s notice within the required period of time, the owner shall be subject to penalties set forth in the administrative code, provided that it shall be a separate offense, for which a separate fine may be imposed, for the owner to fail to secure or seal each separate door, window or other entrance or opening enumerated in the written notice required by PM-306.3. As provided in A-601.2, each day that each such separate offense continues after issuance of a notice or order shall also be deemed a separate offense for which a separate fine may be imposed.

PM-306.6   Abatement:50.1 If the owner does not comply with the order of the Department to correct the conditions prohibited by this section, the Department is authorized to correct the conditions or demolish the building with its own forces or by contract and charge the costs thereof to the owner, and with the approval of the Law Department, collect the costs, including administrative costs, by lien, or otherwise.

SECTION PM-307.0   UNSAFE AND UNFIT STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT

PM-307.1   Unsafe Structures:51 All structures that are or hereafter shall become unsafe, unsanitary or deficient because of inadequate means of egress facilities, or which constitute a fire hazard, or are otherwise dangerous to human life or the public welfare, or which involve illegal or improper occupancy or inadequate maintenance, shall be deemed unsafe. All unsafe structures shall be taken down and removed or made safe and secure as the code official deems necessary and as provided for in this section. A vacant building that is not secured against entry shall be deemed unsafe. Likewise, a pier or other waterfront structure shall be deemed “unsafe” pursuant to this section where the owner has not complied with the most recent deadline for performing an inspection and submitting a structural assessment report to the Department pursuant to section PM-304.9.

PM-307.2   Unsafe installations, systems and equipment.51.1 Equipment, appliances, mechanical systems, plumbing systems, fuel gas installations or electrical systems that are unsafe, constitute a fire or health hazard, or are otherwise dangerous to human life or the public welfare, shall be deemed unsafe by the code official and shall constitute a violation of this code. Use of equipment, appliances, systems, or installations regulated by the Philadelphia Building Construction and Occupancy Code constituting a hazard to health, safety or welfare by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, fire hazard, disaster, damage or abandonment is hereby declared an unsafe use and shall constitute a violation of this code. Such unsafe equipment, appliance, system or installation is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and shall be abated by repair, rehabilitation, demolition or removal.


PM-307.2.1   Authority to seal equipment: In the case of an emergency, the code official shall have the authority to seal out of service immediately any unsafe device or equipment regulated by The Philadelphia Code.


PM-307.2.2   Unlawful to remove seal: Any device or equipment sealed out of service by the code official shall be plainly marked with a sign or tag indicating the reason for such sealing. The sign or tag shall not be tampered with, defaced or removed except by the code official.

PM-307.3   Unfit dwellings: A dwelling shall be designated by the code official as “Unfit for Human Habitation” where the dwelling is unsanitary, vermin-infested, lacking in the facilities or equipment required by this code or is otherwise in such a state of disrepair as to be a hazard to the health or safety of the occupants.


PM-307.3.1   Continued occupancy: Where a dwelling is designated as unfit for human habitation but does not present an immediate hazard to safety, evacuation will not be required; however, the owner shall be denied the right to collect rent for the duration of such unfit designation.


PM-307.3.2   New tenancy: Where a dwelling is designated as unfit for human habitation, the owner shall be prohibited from admitting any new tenants to any tenant space within such dwelling for the duration of such unfit designation.

PM-307.4   Notice:51.2 If an unsafe or unfit condition is found, the code official shall serve on the owner, agent or person in control of the structure a written notice describing the condition deemed unsafe or unfit. The notice shall specify the required repair or improvements to be made to render the structure, equipment, appliance, mechanical system, plumbing system, fuel gas installation, or electrical system safe and secure, or require the unsafe structure, equipment, appliance, mechanical system, plumbing system, fuel gas installation, or electrical system or portion thereof to be demolished or removed within a stipulated time. Such notice shall require the person thus notified to declare immediately to the code official acceptance or rejection of the terms of an order to demolish.

PM-307.5   Posting unsafe or unfit notice: If the person addressed with an unsafe notice does not receive service by one or more of the methods specified in the administrative code, a copy of the unsafe notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises; and such procedure shall be deemed the equivalent of personal notice.

PM-307.6   Disregard of notice:52 Where the order to eliminate an unsafe condition is not obeyed, the Department, in addition to invoking any other sanction or procedure, is authorized to eliminate the unsafe condition or contract with other persons for repair or demolition and, with the approval of the Law Department, collect the costs, including departmental monitoring costs, from the owner by lien or otherwise. When the Department proceeds to demolish any structure whether by contract or by its own employees, the contract or the Department may provide for the installation of a fence or other protective devices and the application of environmentally-safe treatments to control vegetative overgrowth by the demolition contractor or by Department employees in order to secure the perimeter of the vacant lot, protect the health, safety and welfare of the community, prevent overgrowth and deter the illegal dumping of trash and debris. In addition, the Department shall work cooperatively with other city and city-related agencies on any plans for the acquisition, disposition and re-use of vacant lots including, but not limited to: community development, housing, neighborhood gardening, landscaping, play areas, side yards, or any other legal uses. The Commissioner shall have the discretion to determine whether a fence or other protective device is necessary based on a planned re-use of the vacant lot by an abutting or nearby property owner, community development corporation, community-based or block organization; other unique circumstances; or upon the written request of a City department, agency or official.

PM-307.7   Restoration: A structure determined to be unsafe or unfit by the code official is permitted to be restored to a safe and habitable condition. Any repairs, alterations, additions or change of occupancy which occurs during restoration of the structure shall comply with the requirements of the applicable codes.

PM-307.8   Authority to disconnect service utilities.52.1 The code official shall have the authority to authorize disconnection of utility services or energy sources to a building, structure or system regulated by the Philadelphia Building Construction and Occupancy Code where it is necessary to eliminate an immediate hazard to life or property. The code official shall notify the serving utility and, wherever possible, the owner and occupant of the building, structure or service system of the decision to disconnect prior to taking such action. If not notified prior to disconnecting, the owner or occupant of the building, structure or service system shall be notified in writing as soon as practical thereafter.


PM-307.8.1   Connection after order to disconnect.52.2 A person shall not make utility service or energy source connections to systems regulated by the Philadelphia Building Construction and Occupancy Code, which have been disconnected or ordered to be disconnected by the code official, or the use of which has been ordered to be discontinued by the code official until the code official authorizes the reconnection and use of such systems.

SECTION PM-308.0   IMMINENTLY DAN​GER​OUS STRUCTURES

PM-308.1   Conditions: When, in the opinion of the code official, there is imminent danger of failure or collapse of a structure or any part thereof which endangers life, or when any structure or part of a structure has fallen and life is endangered by the occupation of the structure, the code official is hereby authorized and empowered to order and require the occupants to vacate the same forthwith in accordance with the cease operations provisions set forth in the administrative code. The code official shall cause to be posted at each entrance to such structure a notice stating the imminent danger and prohibiting occupancy. It shall be unlawful for any person to enter such structure except for the purpose of making the required repairs or demolishing the structure.

PM-308.2   Notice: If an imminently dangerous condition is found, the code official shall serve on the owner, agent or person in control of the structure a written notice describing the imminent danger and specifying the required repair to render the structure safe, or requiring the imminently dangerous structure or portion thereof to be demolished within a stipulated time. Such notice shall require the person thus notified to declare immediately to the code official acceptance or rejection of the terms of an order to demolish.


PM-308.2.1   Immediate hazard: Where the code official determines that a condition exists which creates a hazard to life or property requiring immediate action, an immediate oral order shall have the full effect of the subsequent written order.

PM-308.3   Posting notice: Regardless of whether the person addressed with a notice of imminent danger receives service by one or more of the methods specified in the administrative code, a copy of the notice shall be posted in a conspicuous place on the premises; and such procedure shall be deemed the equivalent of personal notice.

PM-308.4   Disregard of notice:53 Where the order to eliminate an imminent danger is rejected or not obeyed, or when, in the opinion of the code official, immediate action is required to protect the public safety, the code official shall cause the necessary work to be done to demolish the structure or to render the structure temporarily safe. Nothing in this code shall be deemed to limit in any way the right, under any existing law or ordinance, of any department of the City to correct or remove any condition deemed to be an immediate hazard to the health or safety of the public. When the Department proceeds to demolish any structure whether by contract or by its own employees, the contract or the Department may provide for the installation of a fence or other protective device and the application of environmentally-safe treatments to control vegetative overgrowth by the demolition contractor or by Department employees in order to secure the perimeter of the vacant lot, protect the health, safety and welfare of the community, prevent vegetative overgrowth and deter the illegal dumping of trash and debris. In addition, the Department shall work cooperatively with other city and city-related agencies on any plans for the acquisition, disposition and re-use of vacant lots including, but not limited to: community development, housing, neighborhood gardening, landscaping, play areas, side yards, or any other legal uses. The Commissioner shall have the discretion to determine whether a fence is necessary based on a planned re-use of the vacant lot by an abutting or nearby property owner, community development corporation, community-based or block organization; other unique circumstances; or upon the written request of a City department, agency or official.

PM-308.5   Closing streets: When necessary for the public safety, the code official shall order the temporary closing of structures, sidewalks, streets, public ways and places adjacent to dangerous structures, and prohibit the same from being used.

PM-308.6   Costs of emergency repairs: Where the Department incurs costs of emergency repairs whether by itself or by contract, such costs shall be charged to the owner. The Department shall, with the approval of the Law Department, collect such costs from the owner by lien or otherwise.

PM-308.7   Removal of imminently dangerous classification: When the owner chooses to bring an imminently dangerous structure into compliance by other than demolition, the code official is authorized to require that an analysis and plan of compliance prepared by a structural engineer registered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania be submitted for review and approval.


PM-308.7.1   Work schedules.53.1 As part of the application process to secure a building permit to abate an imminently dangerous condition, the applicant shall provide a schedule to the code official. The code official shall have the authority to accept or reject the work schedule. The work schedule shall contain:


1.
The date work will commence to abate the condition.


2.
The name, address and phone number of the contractor who will abate the dangerous condition.


3.
Incremental phases which include work to be performed and time estimates for completion within each phase.


4.
The date all work for bringing the property into code compliance is to be completed.



PM-308.7.1.1   Failure to maintain work schedule.53.2 In the event that the work does not conform to the approved work schedule, the permit shall be revoked. 
SECTION PM-309.0   EMERGENCY NUI​SANCE ABATEMENT PROGRAM

PM-309.1   Definitions:54 In this Section, the following definitions shall apply.


Emergency Nuisance Abatement Area: Any ward or part of a ward of the City determined by City Council to contain such a great number of abandoned properties constituting unsafe structures or unfit dwellings as defined in Section PM-307.0 or unsafe lots as defined in Section PM-309.4, that traditional abatement methods have been unsuccessful and that resulting neighborhood blight and deterioration are so widespread and unchecked that an emergency exists.


Abandoned Property: A dwelling or vacant lot which has been determined by the Department of Licenses and Inspections to have been unoccupied for one year or more, and against which there are outstanding municipal liens, or the owner of which is delinquent in the payment of Real Estate Taxes, Water and Sewer Rents, or other municipal claims. For purposes of this definition, a lot shall be considered vacant and unoccupied if no structure is built thereon and no lawful, productive activity has been conducted on the lot with the owner’s authorization within the past twelve (12) months.


Gift Property Program: The program operated by the Vacant Property Review Committee under Chapter 16-400 of The Philadelphia Code.

PM-309.2 Emergency Nuisance Abatement Areas Enumerated: The following areas have been determined by City Council to constitute the Emergency Nuisance Abatement Areas to which Section PM-309.0 applies.


1.
Third Ward.


2.
Sixth Ward.


3.
Eleventh Ward.


4.
Twelfth Ward.


5.
Thirteenth Ward.


6.
Fourteenth Ward.


7.
Sixteenth Ward.


8.
Eighteenth Ward.


9.
Nineteenth Ward.


10.
Twentieth Ward.


11.
Twenty-second Ward.


12.
Twenty-fourth Ward.


13.
Twenty-seventh Ward.


14.
Twenty-eighth Ward.


15.
Twenty-ninth Ward.


16.
Thirty-second Ward.


17.
Thirty-sixth Ward.55

18.
Thirty-seventh Ward.


19.
Forty-third Ward.


20.
Forty fourth Ward.


21.
Forty-sixth Ward.


22.
Forty-seventh Ward.


23.
Forty-ninth Ward.


24.
Fifty-first Ward.


25.
Fifty-ninth Ward.


26.
Sixtieth Ward.


27.
First Ward.56

28.
Second Ward.57

29.
Thirty-ninth A Ward.58

30.
Thirty-ninth B Ward.59

31.
Fifth Ward.60

32.
Twenty-fifth Ward.61

33.
Thirty-first Ward.62

34.
Forty-fifth Ward.63

PM-309.2.1 Additional Emergency Nuisance Abatement Areas:64 In addition to the foregoing wards, with respect to vacant lots only, the following areas shall also constitute Emergency Nuisance Abatement Areas:


1.
Ninth Ward.


2.
Seventeenth Ward.


3.
Reserved.65

4.
Reserved.66

5.
The Seventeenth, Eighteenth, Twentieth and Twenty-fourth Divisions of the Thirty-third Ward.


6.
Reserved.67

7.
Seventh Ward.


8.
Third, Eighth, Ninth and Thirteenth through Seventeenth Divisions of the Eighteenth Ward.


9.
Twenty-third Ward.


10.
First through Seventeenth, Nineteenth, and Twenty-first through Twenty-third Divisions of the Thirty-third Ward.


11.
Fourteenth through Seventeenth, Twenty-second through Twenty-fourth and the Twenty-sixth Divisions of the Thirty-fifth Ward.


12.
Second through Fourth, Sixth and the Seventh Divisions of the Forty-second Ward.


13.
Thirtieth Ward.


14.
Fortieth A Ward.


15.
Fortieth B Ward.


16.
Forty-eighth Ward.


17.
Fourth Ward.


18.
Twenty-first Ward.


19.
Thirty-fourth Ward.


20.
Thirty-eighth Ward.


21.
Fifty-second Ward.


22.
Forty-first Ward.


23.
Fifty-fourth Ward.


24.
Fifty-fifth Ward.


25.
Sixty-second Ward.


26.
Sixty-fourth Ward.


27.
Reserved.68

28.
Fourth through Ninth, Twentieth, Twenty-third and Twenty-sixth Divisions of Fifty-seventh Ward.


29.
First through Ninth, and Eleventh through Twenty-third Divisions of the Sixty-fifth Ward.

PM-309.3   Abatement agreement: The Department of Licenses and Inspections, after consultation with the Vacant Property Review Committee, is authorized to enter into Abatement Agreements with bona fide residents of the City in accordance with Sections PM-309.3.1 through PM-309.3.7.


PM-309.3.1   Correct conditions: The Agreement shall be a contract to correct the conditions resulting in an unsafe or unfit designation, any costs of which shall be charged, as the work is completed, to the owner of the abandoned property and collected by lien, in accordance with PM-309.3.3.


PM-309.3.2   Occupancy:69 The contracting individual and members of his or her household shall enter and occupy an abandoned property dwelling meeting the requirements of Section PM-309.4, or, in the case of a vacant lot, the contracting individual or entity and his or her agents shall take such steps as may be necessary, all for the purpose of abating the unsafe or unfit conditions resulting from the vacancy of and the condition of the premises in accordance with the terms of an abatement plan entered into by the City and the contracting individual pursuant to Section PM-309.5. The terms of the abatement plan shall be incorporated into the Abatement Agreement.


PM-309.3.3   Consideration: Consideration for the services of the contracting individual in abating the unsafe or unfit conditions shall be solely limited to the City’s promise to bring the property to Sheriff’s Sale at the earliest practicable date; to bid at the Sheriff’s Sale at the amount of all outstanding municipal liens and claims, including any liens resulting from the costs attributable to completed portions of the abatement plan; and to either:


1.
Authorize the Commissioner of Public Property to make the property available for disposition through the Gift Property Program, for the purposes of which disposition the contracting individual shall be considered the first applicant; or


2.
Compensate the contracting individual in the amount of any liens satisfied at Sheriff’s Sale which are attributable to the Abatement Agreement if the City is an unsuccessful bidder, or if the owner of the abandoned property exercises his or her right to redeem it within statutory time limits.


PM-309.3.4   Breach: Any wilful, material breach of an abatement plan and/or Abatement Agreement by a contracting individual shall render the Abatement Agreement void without further action on the part of the City.


PM-309.3.5   Procedure: Nothing in this Section shall be construed to relieve the Department of Licenses and Inspections from any bidding procedures required by law.


PM-309.3.6   Indemnity: The contracting individual shall agree to indemnify and hold the City harmless from any damages, costs or other liabilities for any injuries to his or her person or property or to the person or property of any member of his or her household, or of their licensees or invitees, arising from any defective condition or work performed on the premises, or arising from any other causes whatsoever related to the occupancy or performance under the Abatement Agreement.


PM-309.3.7   Limited authority: The Abatement Agreement shall confer no power on the contracting individual, his or her heirs or assigns, to obligate the City to any third parties in any manner whatsoever.

PM-309.4   Criteria:70 In order for a property to be included in the Emergent Nuisance Abatement Program the following criteria shall be met:


1.
The Property shall be located in an Emergency Nuisance Abatement Area;


2.
The Department of Licenses and Inspections has determined pursuant to Section PM-307, that the property constituted an unsafe structure or unfit dwelling; or, in the case of a vacant lot, the Department has determined that a vacant lot is unsafe. For purposes of this Chapter, a lot is unsafe if it presents a hazard to the community because of existing violations of this Title 4.


3.
The owner of the property has failed to comply, after proper notice, with any abatement order issued by the Department of Licenses and Inspections pursuant to Sections PM-306.0 and PM-307.0; or, with respect to a vacant lot, the Department has issued a notice to the owner of the lot stating that the Department has determined the lot to be unsafe, order the owner to abate the unsafe condition, and notifying the owner that the property is subject to the provisions of this Section, and the owner has failed to comply with such order.


4.
The property is an abandoned property; and


5.
The property shall be determined by the Gift Property Program, or its successor, to be structurally sound (in the case of a dwelling) and susceptible to rehabilitation.

PM-309.5   Abatement plan: Before entering into any Abatement Agreement with an applicant, the Gift Property Program, or its successor, shall agree with the applicant of an abatement plan to include: the nature and extent of repairs necessary to abate each condition on the subject premises causing the unsafe or unfit designation; the reasonable monetary value of the labor of the applicant and his or her agents and of the materials and services which will be required to cure each such condition; and a reasonable timetable for completing the abatement plan.

PM-309.6   Regulations: The Department of Public Property, the Office of Housing and Community Development or its successor, and the Department of Licenses and Inspections are authorized to promulgate regulations to govern their respective responsibilities pursuant to this Section.

SECTION PM-310   TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION

PM-310.1   Approval: Temporary construction of scaffolding, sidewalk sheds, and similar devices erected in conjunction with any repair, maintenance or abatement activity shall be approved in accordance with the building code.

PM-310.2   Duration: Temporary construction as provided in Section PM-310.1 shall be in place for only such time as is necessary for the activity to be completed with due diligence and shall be removed within 30 days after completion of the activity served by the temporary construction.

SECTION PM-311.0   GRAFFITI71
PM-311.1   Required Graffiti Removal: The owner of any private property in the City shall remove any graffiti from such property within twelve (12) days of the graffiti’s appearance, if such graffiti are visible from the public right-of-way.


PM-311.1.1   Property Included: For purposes of this section, “private property” shall include, but not be limited to, structures encroaching on any public right-of-way, including, but not limited to, newsboxes, newsstands, dumpsters, trucks, vending carts, utility poles, public telephones, tree planters, and other items of street furniture.

PM-311.2   Penalties and Enforcement: The enforcement of Section PM-311.0 and penalties for violation thereof are as set forth in Sections PM-311.2.1 through 311.2.4.


PM-311.2.1   Notice: Upon discovery of graffiti on any private property in the City, any person authorized to enforce ordinances is authorized to issue a notice to the owner of such property, or to a responsible agent of such owner, that the graffiti must be removed within twelve (12) days. After twelve (12) days have elapsed from the issuance of such notice, any person authorized to enforce ordinances is authorized to issue a notice of violation to any person in violation of this Section, or to a responsible agent of such person, pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 10-718 of The Philadelphia Code.


PM-311.2.2   Penalty: The penalty for a violation of any provision of this Section shall be a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than three hundred dollars ($300). In lieu of payment of such fine, a person who receives a notice of violation of this Section may, within ten (10) days of receipt of such notice, pay twenty-five dollars ($25), pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 10-718 of The Philadelphia Code.


PM-311.2.3   Abatement: If a property owner fails to remove graffiti within eight (8) days after a notice of violation has been issued pursuant to subsection PM-311.2.1, the Department is authorized to proceed to remove the graffiti, itself or by contract, and the property owner shall be responsible for the costs of removal, including all related administrative costs. Notice of that fact shall be provided to the property owner at the same time and in the same manner as the notice of violation is issued pursuant to subsection PM-311.2.1. A bill for such costs of removal shall be delivered to the property owner, proprietor or other responsible agent, and the Department is authorized to file a lien against the property in the amount of such costs. Liability for costs or removal under this subsection PM-311.2.3 shall be in addition to liability for any fine imposed under subsection PM-311.2.2.


PM-311.2.4   Multiple Offenses: A property owner who fails to remove graffiti from multiple structures or properties shall be considered to have committed separate offenses, and shall be subject to separate penalties, for each such structure or property.

SECTION PM-312.   OVERHANGING OR ENCROACHING TREES72
PM-312.1   Definitions:


Enforcement Officer: Any person authorized to enforce ordinances, including, but not limited to Code official as defined in Section PM-202.0.


Overhanging or Encroaching Tree: Any tree, any portion of which either


(i)
overhangs or rests upon the property of someone other than the owner of the tree in a manner that harms or is likely to harm the other’s property; or


(ii)
is dead, weakened or decayed such that a significant portion of the tree could reasonably be expected to fall or come to rest upon the property of someone other than the owner.

PM-312.2   Trees: No person shall allow any tree on his or her property to become an Overhanging or Encroaching Tree.

PM-312.3   Duty to Inspect Trees: Owners of private property in the City shall inspect any trees on the owner’s property to discover a defect that could potentially cause harm to adjacent or nearby people or property. Owners shall make the trees on their premises reasonably safe by repair or removal.

PM-312.4   Penalties and Enforcement: The enforcement of Section PM-312.0 and penalties for violation thereof are set forth in Sections PM-312.4.1 through 312.4.4.


PM-312.4.1   Notice: An Enforcement Officer is authorized to issue a notice to the owner of property on which any Overhanging or Encroaching Tree is located of a violation of this section and requiring that the owner remedy the violation. Such notice shall advise the owner that fines may be sought and abatement action taken if the violation has not been remedied within thirty (30) days of the date of the warning, except in cases where the tree presents an immediate danger to the health or safety of the public, in which case such notice shall require that the owner remedy the violation immediately and state that, if not remedied immediately, the Department may take immediate action to do so. Such notice shall advise the owner that he or she will be held responsible for the City’s costs of remedying the violation or removal of the tree, if necessary.


PM-312.4.2   Penalty: The penalty for a violation of any provision of this Section shall be a fine of not less than one hundred fifty dollars ($150) nor more than three hundred dollars ($300).


PM-312.4.3   Code Violation Notice: If a violation of this section has not been remedied within thirty (30) days of issuance of the notice described in section 312.4.1, or immediately after such notice in cases of immediate danger to the health or safety of the public, an Enforcement Officer is authorized to issue a Code Violation Notice to the property owner pursuant to the procedures set forth in section 1-112 of the Code. The amount required to be remitted in response to a Code Violation Notice issued pursuant to section 1-112 of the Code to enforce this section is fifty ($50) dollars. Payment in response to a Code Violation Notice shall not excuse the owner’s responsibility to remedy the violation.


PM-312.4.4   Abatement: If a Property Owner fails to remove an Overhanging or Encroaching Tree within thirty (30) days after a notice of violation has been issued, pursuant to Section 312.4.1, the Department is authorized to proceed to prune or remove the Overhanging or Encroaching Tree to the extent necessary to cure the violation, except in cases where the tree presents an immediate danger to the health or safety of the public, in which case the Department may take immediate action to remedy the violation if the owner does not do so. The Property Owner shall be responsible for the costs of pruning or removal, including all related administrative costs. A bill for such costs of removal shall be delivered to the Property Owner, and the Department is authorized to file a lien against the property in the amount of such costs. Liability for the cost of remediation under this Section shall be in addition to liability for any fine imposed under this Section. The owner of a tree in violation of this Section shall be responsible and liable for any damage or injury to any person or property caused by the City or its agent in connection with abatement work pursuant to this Section.


PM-312.4.5   Vacant Lots: Within ninety (90) days after a notice of violation has been issued, the Department shall abate any nuisance found on Vacant Lots as this term is defined in Section 19-205(5)73 of The Philadelphia Code.

PM-312.5   Applicability: This Section shall not apply to any Street Tree consistent with the provisions of Section 15-203 of The Philadelphia Code.

CHAPTER 4 RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCIES

SECTION PM-401.0   GENERAL

PM-401.1   Scope: The provisions of this chapter shall govern the minimum conditions and standards for light, ventilation, space, plumbing facilities and fixtures, mechanical facilities and equipment, and electrical facilities and equipment in residential occupancies.

PM-401.2   Responsibility: The owner of the structure shall provide and maintain light, ventilation, space, plumbing facilities and fixtures, mechanical facilities and equipment, and electrical facilities and equipment in compliance with these requirements. A person shall not occupy as owner-occupant or permit another person to occupy any premises which does not comply with the requirements of this chapter.

SECTION PM-402.0   LIGHT

PM-402.1   Habitable spaces: Every habitable space except kitchens shall have at least one window or skylight of approved size facing directly to the outdoors.


PM-402.1.1   Obstructions: Wherever walls or other portions of a structure face a window of any room and such obstructions are located less than 3 feet (914 mm) from the window and extend to a level above that of the ceiling of the room, such window shall not be deemed to face directly to the outdoors and shall not be included as contributing to the required minimum total window area for the room.


PM-402.1.2   Basement habitable spaces: The required window area serving habitable spaces in basements shall have a minimum outside horizontal clear space measured perpendicular to the window, equal to one and one-half times the depth of the window sill below average adjoining grade.


PM-402.1.3   Window area: The minimum total window area of every sleeping room with 100 square feet (9.29 m2) or less of floor area shall be eight percent of the floor area. The minimum total window of every sleeping room with more than 100 square feet (9.29 m2) of floor area shall be eight square feet plus five percent of each square foot of floor area over 100 square feet (9.29 m2). The minimum total window area of every other habitable room for which windows are required shall be seven percent of the floor area.


PM-402.1.4   Adjoining spaces: Where natural light for rooms or spaces without exterior window areas is provided through an adjoining room or enclosed porch, the unobstructed opening to the adjoining room shall be at least eight percent of the floor area of the interior room or space, but not less than twenty-five square feet (2.33 m2). The exterior window area shall be based on the total floor area being served.

PM-402.2   Common halls and stairways:73.1 Every common hall, interior stairway and exterior stairway serving residential occupancies shall be provided with artificial light capable of providing a minimum of one footcandle (11 lux) at floors, landings and treads. Continuous operation of the lighting system is required except during those hours when there is sufficient natural light to comply with these requirements.

Exception: Continuous operation is not required for common hall and stairway lighting serving occupancies in Group R-3 which are equipped with light switches located within three feet (914 mm) of the access and entrance doors to such common spaces.

PM-402.3   Other spaces: All other spaces shall be provided with natural or artificial light sufficient to permit the maintenance of sanitary conditions, and the safe occupancy of the space and utilization of the appliances, equipment and fixtures.

SECTION PM-403.0 VENTILATION

PM-403.1   Habitable spaces: Every habitable space except kitchens shall have at least one openable window or skylight. The total openable area of the window in every room shall be equal to at least 45 percent of the minimum glazed area required in Section PM-402.1.3 and 402.1.4. A window which is disqualified by Section PM-402.1.1 or PM-402.1.2 shall also be disqualified as openable area.

Exception: Mechanical ventilation which complies with the mechanical code or which provides six air changes per hour to the space and exhausts to the outside shall be accepted in lieu of openable windows.

PM-403.2   Bathrooms and toilet rooms: Every bathroom and toilet room shall comply with the ventilation requirements for habitable spaces as required by Section PM-403.1, except that a window or skylight shall not be required in spaces equipped with a mechanical ventilation system which exhausts air from a toilet room or bathroom within a dwelling or rooming unit to the exterior without recirculation to any space, including the space from which such air is withdrawn.

PM-403.3   Laundry rooms: Every laundry room shall have a minimum openable area of two square feet (0.19 m2).

Exception: Mechanical ventilation which provides six air changes per hour to the room and exhausts to the outside shall be accepted in lieu of the openable area.

PM-403.4   Clothes dryers: Clothes dryer venting systems shall be independent of all other systems and shall be vented in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

SECTION PM-404.0   SPACE AND USE

PM-404.1   Arrangement: Dwelling units, rooming units, dormitory units and hotel units shall be arranged to provide privacy and be separate from other adjoining spaces. Units which are constructed, altered or otherwise newly established shall comply with the requirements of Sections PM-404.1.1 and PM-404.1.2.


PM-404.1.1   Sleeping rooms: Sleeping rooms shall be arranged so that a person is not required to pass through one sleeping room to reach another.


PM-404.1.2   Toilet facilities: Sleeping rooms shall be arranged so that each sleeping room has access to a water closet and lavatory without being required to pass through another sleeping room.

PM-404.2   Floor area: Every dwelling unit, rooming unit, dormitory unit and hotel unit shall comply with the minimum floor area requirements of Table PM-404.2. Floor area shall be calculated on the basis of habitable room area, however, closets and halls within the dwelling unit shall be permitted to comprise a maximum of ten percent of the required minimum habitable floor area.


PM-404.2.1   Combined spaces: Combined spaces shall be deemed to comply with the requirements of Table PM-404.2 if the total area if the combined spaces is equal to that required for separate rooms.

PM-404.3   Sleeping prohibited: Kitchens, nonhabitable spaces and interior public areas shall not be occupied for sleeping purposes.

Exception: This provision, as it pertains to kitchens, shall not apply to single space efficiency apartment units which otherwise comply with this code.

PM-404.4   Minimum dimensions: A habitable room, other than a kitchen, shall not be less than seven feet (2133 mm) in any plan dimension. Kitchens shall have a clear passageway of not less than three feet (914 mm) between counterfronts and appliances or counterfronts and walls.

PM-404.5   Minimum ceiling heights: Habitable spaces, hallways, corridors, laundry areas, bathrooms, toilet rooms and kitchens shall have a clear ceiling height of not less than seven feet (2134 mm).

Table pm-404.2

Occupancy Area Requirements

	No. of Occupants
	Minimum Area Requirements in Square Feetab

	
	Total for Dwelling Unit
	Living Room
	Dining Room
	Kitchen
	Sleeping Roomc

	1
	150
	N/R
	N/R
	50
	70

	2
	250
	N/R
	N/R
	50
	100

	3
	350
	120
	80
	50
	150

	4
	450
	120
	80
	50
	200

	5
	525
	120
	80
	50
	250

	6
	600
	150
	100
	60
	300

	More than 6
	600 + 75 per each add’l person
	150
	100
	60
	300 + 50 for 

each add’l

person

	Note a.
1 square foot = 0.093 m2.

Note b.
For combined spaces see Section PM-404.2.1.

Note c.
For prohibited sleeping spaces see Section PM-404.3.


Exceptions:


1.
Beams or girders spaced not less than four feet (1219 mm) on center and projecting below the ceiling, provided that the minimum clear height is not less than six feet eight inches (2033 mm).


2.
Dropped or furred ceilings over not more than one-half of the minimum floor area required by this code, provided that no part of such dropped or furred ceiling is less than six feet eight inches (2033 mm) in height.


3.
Rooms occupied exclusively for sleeping, study or similar purposes and having a sloped ceiling over all or part of the room, with a clear ceiling height of at least seven feet (2134 mm) over not less than one-third of the required minimum floor area. In calculating the floor area of such rooms, only those portions of the floor area with a clear ceiling height of five feet (1524 mm) or more shall be included.


4.
Basement rooms in one- and two-family dwellings occupied exclusively for laundry, study or recreation purposes, having a ceiling height of not less than six feet eight inches (2033 mm) with not less than six feet four inches (1932 mm) of clear height under beams, girders, ducts and similar obstructions.

PM-404.6   Basements: No basement shall be used for habitable space, except kitchens, unless the floors and walls are substantially watertight and the space complies with this code in all other respects.

SECTION PM-405.0   PLUMBING FACILITIES AND FIXTURES

PM-405.1   Bathrooms and toilet rooms: Bathrooms and toilet rooms shall provide privacy to the occupant of the room and shall not be part of the only access to another space or means of egress.


PM-405.1.1   Dwelling units: Each dwelling unit shall contain a room equipped with a water closet; lavatory and a bathtub or shower. The required bathtub or shower shall be permitted in a separate room from the water closet. The lavatory shall be placed in the same room as the water closet or located in close proximity to the door leading directly into the room in which the water closet is located.


PM-405.1.2   Rooming houses, dormitories and hotels: Where private water closets, lavatories and bathtubs or showers are not provided in rooming houses, dormitories and hotels, a minimum of one water closet, lavatory and bathtub or shower shall be provided with access from a common hallway for each six occupants or fraction thereof. Such facilities shall not be more than one story removed from the occupants intended to share them.


PM-405.1.3   Every bathroom and toilet room floor surface shall be constructed and maintained so as to be substantially impervious to water and so as to permit such floor to be easily kept in a clean and sanitary condition.

PM-405.2   Kitchens: Every dwelling shall contain a kitchen sink.

PM-405.3   Plumbing fixtures: All plumbing fixtures shall be properly installed with adequate clearances for usage and cleaning and be maintained in a safe, sanitary and functional condition, free from obstructions, leaks and defects.


PM-405.3.1   Water supply: Every sink, lavatory, water closet, bathtub, shower or other plumbing fixture required by this code shall be properly connected to a public or approved private water supply in accordance with the plumbing code.


PM-405.3.2   Hot water: Hot water equipment shall be provided which is capable of heating water to such a temperature as to permit an adequate amount of water to be drawn at each required sink, lavatory, bathtub, shower and laundry facility at a temperature of not less than 110 degrees F (43 degrees C) without reliance on the space heating facilities required by this code. Water heating equipment shall be set so that the temperature of water drawn from plumbing fixtures shall not exceed 125 degrees F (52 degrees C).



PM-405.3.2.1   Relief valve: Water heaters shall be equipped with a combination temperature and pressure relief valve and relief valve discharge pipe which is properly installed and maintained.


PM-405.3.3   Sanitary drainage: All plumbing fixtures shall be properly connected to a public or approved private sewage disposal system in accordance with the plumbing code.

SECTION PM-406.0   MECHANICAL FACILI​TIES AND EQUIPMENT

PM-406.1   Maintenance: All mechanical equip​ment, fireplaces and solid fuel-burning appliances shall be properly installed and maintained in a safe working condition, and shall be capable of performing the intended function.


PM-406.1.1   Cooking and heating equipment: All cooking and heating equipment, components and accessories in every heating, cooking and water-heating device shall be maintained free from leaks and obstructions.


PM-406.1.2   Chimney: All fuel-burning equipment and appliances shall be connected to an approved chimney or vent.


Exception: Fuel-burning equipment and appliances which are labeled for unvented operation.


PM-406.1.3   Clearances: All required clearances to combustible materials shall be maintained.


PM-406.1.4   Safety controls: All safety controls for fuel-burning equipment shall be maintained in effective operation.


PM-406.1.5   Combustion air: A supply of air for complete combustion of the fuel and for ventilation of the space shall be provided for the fuel-burning equipment.


PM-406.1.6   Energy conservation devices: Devices purporting to reduce fuel consumption by attachment to a fuel-burning appliance, to the fuel supply line thereto, or to the vent outlet or vent piping therefrom, shall not be installed unless labeled for such purpose and installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

PM-406.2   Heating facilities: Every dwelling shall be provided with permanent heating facilities capable of maintaining a room temperature of 68 degrees F (20 degrees C) in all habitable rooms, bathrooms and toilet rooms based on an outside design temperature of 10 degrees F (-12 degrees C).


PM-406.2.1   Heat supply: Heat shall be supplied continuously at the temperature and in the rooms specified in Section PM-406.2 from October 1 to April 30 inclusive, and in addition thereto during the months of May or September when the outside temperature falls below 60 degrees F (15 degrees C) by every owner or operator of every two-family dwelling, multiple-family dwelling and rooming house except where there are separate heating facilities for each dwelling unit, whose facilities are under the sole control of the occupant of such dwelling unit.


PM-406.2.2   Room temperature measure​ment: The required room temperatures shall be measured at a point 3 feet (914 mm) above the floor and 3 feet (914 mm) from the exterior walls. In the case of a room without exterior walls, the measurement shall be taken in the approximate center of the room.


PM-406.2.3   Room temperature exception: When the outdoor temperature is below 10 degrees F (-12 degrees C) the owner or operator shall not be required to maintain the minimum room temperatures, provided that the heating system is operating at full capacity, with supply valves and dampers in a full open position.

PM-406.3   Cooling facilities:73.2 At such time as the Department of Public Health declares a heat emergency, the owner or operator of personal care boarding home occupancies in Group I-1 (Supervised Living Facilities) shall, whenever the indoor ambient air temperature exceeds 81 degrees Fahrenheit (27 degrees C), supply mechanical air cooling to every habitable room to maintain a temperature not exceeding 81 degrees Fahrenheit (27 degrees C).

Exception: Where there are separate mechanical air cooling facilities for each dwelling or rooming unit, and such facilities are under the sole control of the occupant of the dwelling or rooming unit.


PM-406.3.1   Equipment: The cooling equipment in the facility shall be capable of maintaining an indoor ambient air temperature which does not exceed 81 degrees Fahrenheit (27 degrees C) based on an outside design temperature of 100 degrees Fahrenheit (38 degrees C).


PM-406.3.2   Room temperature measure​ment: The required room temperature shall be measured three feet (914 mm) above the floor approximately at the center of the room.

PM-406.4   Cooking equipment: Every dwelling unit shall contain a gas range or electric range for cooking. Such equipment shall be installed and maintained so that it will function safely and properly.


PM-406.4.1   Cooking prohibited: Unless approved through the certificate of occupancy, cooking shall not be permitted in any rooming unit or dormitory unit, and a cooking facility or appliance shall not be permitted to be present in a rooming unit or dormitory unit.

Exception: Where specifically approved in writing by the code official.

SECTION PM-407.0   ELECTRICAL FACILI​TIES AND EQUIPMENT

PM-407.1   Electrical service: Every occupied dwelling shall be provided with an electrical system in compliance with the requirements of this section. The size and usage of appliances and equipment shall serve as a basis for determining the need for additional facilities in accordance with the electrical code. Every dwelling shall be served by a main service that is not less than 60 amperes, three wires, 120/240 or 120/208 volts, single phase.

PM-407.2   Safe installation: All electrical equipment, wiring and appliances shall be properly installed and maintained in a safe and approved manner by a qualified Licensed electrical contractor in accordance with Subcode “E”. Where it is found that the electrical system in a structure constitutes a hazard to the occupants or the structure by reason of inadequate service, improper fusing, insufficient outlets, improper wiring or installation, deterioration or damage, or for similar reasons, the code official shall require the defects to be corrected to eliminate the hazard.

PM-407.3   Receptacles: Every habitable space in a dwelling shall contain at least two separate and remote receptacle outlets spaced a maximum of 12 feet (3658 mm) apart measured along the perimeter of the room or a minimum of one such receptacle plus a ceiling light fixture. Every laundry area shall contain at least one grounded type receptacle.


PM-407.3.1   Kitchen receptacles: At least one 20 ampere circuit shall be provided to serve the receptacle outlets in the kitchen and dining area.


PM-407.3.2   Special appliances: Individual branch circuits shall be provided as required to comply with the electrical code for any fixed appliances or equipment; rated at more than 1400 watts or the space specifically provided for such items. One additional 20 ampere circuit shall be provided to serve an automatic washing machine, if present on the premises.


PM-407.3.3   Bathroom receptacles.73.3 Every bathroom shall contain at least one receptacle outlet. Any new bathroom receptacle outlet shall have ground fault circuit interrupter protection.

PM-407.4   Lighting fixtures: Every public hall, interior stairway, water closet compartment, bathroom, laundry room and furnace room shall contain at least one electric lighting fixture.


PM-407.4.1   Outdoor lighting fixture: Every owner or operator of every multiple-family dwelling shall provide an outside light over each entrance from the street and in a prominent place in each side yard and rear yard sufficient to illuminate and maintain in service 16 square feet (1.49 m2) of ground area to the intensity of 3 foot candles (33 lux). The light shall be turned on automatically at sunset and shall remain on until sunrise the following morning.

SECTION PM-408.0   UTILITIES

PM-408.1   Continuance of utilities: No owner, operator or occupant shall cause any service equipment or utility which is required by this code to be removed, shut off or discontinued for any occupied dwelling, except for temporary interruption necessary while actual repairs or alterations are in process, or during temporary emergencies.

CHAPTER 5 NON-RESIDENTIAL OCCUPANCIES

SECTION PM-501.0   GENERAL

PM-501.1   Scope: The provisions of this chapter shall govern the minimum conditions and standards for light, ventilation, plumbing facilities and fixtures, mechanical-facilities and equipment and electrical facilities and equipment in non-residential occupancies.

PM-501.2   Responsibility: The owner of the structure shall provide and maintain light, ventilation, plumbing facilities and fixtures, mechanical facilities and equipment and electrical facilities and equipment in compliance with these requirements. A person shall not occupy as owner-occupant or permit another person to occupy any premises which does not comply with the requirements of this chapter.

SECTION PM-502.0   LIGHT

PM-502.1   Common corridors and stairways: Every common corridor, interior stairway and exterior stairway shall be provided with artificial light capable of providing a minimum of 1 footcandle (11 lux) at floors, landings and treads. Continuous operation of the lighting system is required during all hours of occupancy except during those hours when there is sufficient natural light to comply with these requirements.

PM-502.2   Other spaces: All other spaces shall be provided with natural or artificial light sufficient to permit the maintenance of sanitary conditions, and the safe occupancy of the space and utilization of the appliances, equipment and fixtures.

SECTION PM-503.0   VENTILATION

PM-503.1   Bathrooms and toilet rooms: Every bathroom and toilet room shall be equipped with natural or mechanical ventilation in accordance with Sections PM-503.1.1 or PM-503.1.2.


PM-503.1.1   Natural ventilation: Natural ventilation shall be provided by openable area equal to or greater than 4 percent of the bathroom or toilet room served.


PM-503.1.2   Mechanical ventilation: Air exhausted by a mechanical ventilation system from all bathrooms or toilet rooms shall comply with the mechanical code or shall provide a minimum of 6 air changes per hour to the space and shall be exhausted to the exterior without recirculation to any space, or not more than 85 percent of the exhaust air shall be recirculated where the system is provided with effective absorption and filtering equipment.

PM-503.2   Process Ventilation: Where injurious, toxic, irritating or noxious fumes, gases, dusts or mists are generated, a local exhaust ventilation system shall be provided to remove the contaminating agent at the source. Air shall be exhausted to the exterior in accordance with The Philadelphia Code and not be recirculated to any space.

SECTION PM-504.0   PLUMBING FACILITIES AND FIXTURES

PM-504.1   Employee’s facilities: A minimum of one water closet, one lavatory and one drinking facility shall be available to employees.


PM-504.1.1   Drinking facilities: Drinking facilities shall be a drinking fountain, water cooler, bottled water cooler, or disposable cups next to a sink or water dispenser. Drinking facilities shall not be located in toilet rooms or bathrooms.

PM-504.2   Toilet rooms: Toilet rooms and bathrooms shall provide privacy and shall not constitute the only passageway to a hall or other space, or to the exterior.

PM-504.3   Plumbing fixtures: All plumbing fixtures shall be properly installed with adequate clearances for usage and cleaning and be maintained in a safe, sanitary and functional condition, free from obstructions, leaks and defects.


PM-504.3.1   Water supply: Every required sink, lavatory, water closet, bathtub, shower or other plumbing fixture shall be properly connected to a public or approved private water supply in accordance with the plumbing code.


PM-504.3.2   Hot water: Hot water equipment shall be provided which is capable of heating water to such a temperature as to permit water to be drawn at every required sink, lavatory, bathtub, shower and laundry facility at a temperature of not less than 110 degrees F (43 degrees C) without reliance on the space heating facilities. Water heating equipment shall be set so that the temperature of water drawn from non-process plumbing fixtures shall not exceed 125 degrees F (52 degrees C).



PM-504.3.2.1   Relief valve: Water heaters shall be equipped with a combination temperature and pressure relief valve and relief valve discharge pipe which is properly installed and maintained.


PM-504.3.3   Sanitary drainage: All plumbing fixtures shall be properly connected to a public or approved private sewage disposal system in accordance with the plumbing code.

SECTION PM-505.0   MECHANICAL FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT

PM-505.1   Maintenance: All mechanical equipment, fireplaces and solid fuel-burning appliances shall be properly installed and maintained in a safe working condition, and shall be capable of performing the intended function.


PM-505.1.1   Cooking and heating equipment: All cooking and heating equipment, components and accessories in every heating, cooking and water-heating device shall be maintained free from leaks and obstructions.


PM-505.1.2   Chimney: All fuel-burning equipment and appliances shall be connected to an approved chimney or vent.

Exception: Fuel-burning equipment and appliances which are labeled for unvented operation.


PM-505.1.3   Clearances: All required clearances to combustible materials shall be maintained.


PM-505.1.4   Safety controls: All safety controls for fuel-burning equipment shall be maintained in effective operation.


PM-505.1.5   Combustion air: A supply of air for complete combustion of the fuel and for ventilation of the space shall be provided for the fuel-burning equipment.


PM-505.1.6   Energy conservation devices: Devices purporting to reduce fuel consumption by attachment to a fuel-burning appliance, to the fuel supply line thereto, or to the vent outlet or vent piping therefrom, shall not be installed unless labeled for such purpose and installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

PM-505.2   Cooling facilities:73.4 At such time as the Department of Public Health declares a heat emergency, the owner or operator of nursing home and senior citizen occupancies in Group I-2 (Dependent Care Facilities) shall, whenever the indoor ambient air temperature exceeds 81 degrees F (27 degrees C), supply mechanical air cooling to every habitable room to maintain a temperature not exceeding 81 degrees F (27 degrees C).

Exception: Where there are separate mechanical air cooling facilities for each dwelling or rooming unit, and such facilities are under the sole control of the occupant of the dwelling or rooming unit.


PM-505.2.1   Equipment: The cooling equipment in the facility shall be capable of maintaining an indoor ambient air temperature which does not exceed 81 degrees F (27 degrees C) based on an outside design temperature of 100 degrees F (38 degrees C).


PM-505.2.2   Room temperature measure​ments: The required room temperature shall be measured three feet (914 mm) above the floor approximately at the center of the room.

SECTION PM-506.0   ELECTRICAL FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT

PM-506.1   Electrical service: Every occupied building which is provided with an electrical system shall be in compliance with the requirements of this section. The size and usage of appliances and equipment shall serve as a basis for determining the need for additional facilities in accordance with the electrical code.

PM-506.2   Safe installation: All electrical equipment, wiring and appliances shall be properly installed and maintained in a safe and approved manner. Where it is found that the electrical system in a structure constitutes a hazard to the occupants or the structure by reason of inadequate service, improper fusing, insufficient outlets, improper wiring or installation, deterioration or damage, or for similar reasons, the code official shall require the defects to be corrected to eliminate the hazard.

CHAPTER 6 FIRE AND LIFE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

SECTION PM-601.0   GENERAL

PM-601.1   Scope: The provisions of this chapter shall govern the minimum conditions and standards for fire and life safety relating to structures and exterior premises, including facilities and equipment to be provided.

PM-601.2   Responsibility:73.5 The owner of the premises shall provide and maintain fire and life safety facilities and equipment in compliance with these requirements. A person shall not occupy as owner-occupant or permit another person to occupy any premises that do not comply with the requirements of this chapter and the applicable provisions of the Fire Code.

SECTION PM-602.0   MEANS OF EGRESS

PM-602.1   General: A safe, continuous and unobstructed means of egress shall be provided from the interior of a structure to a public way.

PM-602.2   Arrangement: Exits from dwelling units, rooming units, guestrooms and dormitory units shall not lead through other such units, or through toilet rooms or bathrooms.

PM-602.3    Stairways, handrails and guards: Every exterior and interior flight of stairs having more than three risers shall have handrails, and every open portion of a stair, landing, balcony, deck, porch or other walking surface which is more than 30 inches (762 mm) above the floor or grade below shall have guards. Handrails shall not be less than 30 inches (762 mm) nor more than 42 inches (1067 mm) high, measured vertically above the nosing of the tread or above the finished floor of the landing or walking surfaces. Guards shall not be less than 30 inches (762 mm) high above the floor of the walking surface.

PM-602.4   Walking surfaces: Walking surfaces of aisles, passageways, corridors, stairways and other elements of means egress shall be maintained free of warping, loose or torn surfaces and any other condition which does not provide safe means of egress.

PM-602.5   Maintenance of exterior stairs and fire escapes: All exterior stairways and fire escapes shall be kept free of snow and ice. Exterior stairways and fire escapes constructed of materials requiring the application of weather protecting products, shall have these products applied in an approved manner and shall be applied as often as necessary to maintain the stairways and fire escapes in safe condition.

SECTION PM-603.0   ACCUMULATIONS AND STORAGE

PM-603.1   Accumulations: Rubbish, garbage or other materials shall not be stored or allowed to accumulate in stairways, passageways, aisles, doors, windows, fire escapes or other means of egress.

PM-603.2   Hazardous material:73.6 Combustible, flammable, explosive or other hazardous materials, such as paints, volatile oils and cleaning fluids, or combustible rubbish, such as wastepaper, boxes and rags, shall not be accumulated or stored unless such storage complies with the applicable requirements of the building code and the Fire Code.

SECTION PM-604.0   FIRE RESISTANCE RATINGS

PM-604.1   General: The fire resistance rating of floors, walls, ceilings, and other elements and components shall be maintained.

PM-604.2   Maintenance: All required fire doors and smoke barriers shall be maintained in good working order, including all hardware necessary for the proper operation thereof. Fire doors shall not be held open by door stops, wedges or other unapproved hold-open devices.

SECTION PM-605.0   FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS

PM-605.1   General: All systems, devices and equipment to detect a fire, actuate an alarm, or suppress or control a fire or any combination thereof shall be properly maintained.

PM-605.2   Fire suppression system: Fire suppression systems shall be in proper operating condition at all times.


PM-605.2.1   Valves: Control valves shall be in the fully open position.


PM-605.2.2   Sprinklers: Sprinklers shall be clean and free of corrosion, paint and damage. Stock shall be at least 18 inches (457 mm) below sprinkler deflectors.


PM-605.2.3   Piping: Piping shall be properly supported and shall not support any other loads.

PM-605.3   Standpipe systems: Standpipe systems shall be in proper operating conditions at all times.


PM-605.3.1   Valves: Water supply control valves shall be in the fully open position.


PM-605.3.2   Hose connections: Hose connections shall be identified and have ready access thereto.


PM-605.3.3   Hose: Where provided, the hose shall be properly packed, dry and free from deterioration.

PM-605.4   Fire alarm systems: Fire alarm systems shall be in proper operating condition at all times.


PM-605.4.1   Control panel: The “power on” indicator shall be lit. Alarm or trouble indicators shall not be illuminated.


PM-605.4.2   Manual fire alarm boxes: All manual fire alarm boxes shall be operational and unobstructed.


PM-605.4.3   Automatic fire detectors: All automatic fire detectors shall be operational and free from any obstructions that prevent proper operation, including smoke entry.

SECTION PM-606.0   ELEVATORS

PM-606.1   Availability: In buildings equipped with passenger elevators, at least one elevator shall be maintained in operation at all times when the building is occupied.

Exception: Buildings equipped with only one elevator shall be permitted to have the elevator temporarily out of service for testing or servicing.

CHAPTER 7 SPECIAL CONTROLS IN DESIGNATED AREAS

SECTION PM-701.0   LEGISLATIVE PURPOSE

PM-701.1   Revitalization areas: The purpose of this chapter is to promote the public welfare by encouraging the revitalization of deteriorating neighborhood commercial revitalization areas and to provide that a reasonable degree of control may be exercised over the design, construction, alteration and repair of the front faces of commercial buildings in designated neighborhood commercial revitalization areas in order to prevent further deterioration and blight in such areas and to protect surrounding neighborhoods from the adverse effects of deterioration and blight.

PM-701.2   Center City: It is further the purpose of this chapter to promote the public welfare in the Center City Extended Commercial Area by ensuring the continued suitability of the area as the City’s primary business district, by encouraging the growth of the hotel and tourism industry therein, and by prohibiting the type of building disrepair that leads to property value depreciation, through the use of the reasonable controls specified herein. Additionally, this chapter is intended to promote health and safety in the area by eliminating dangerous conditions on properties, including structural weaknesses on appurtenances, exposed electrical elements, broken glass, and solid security shutters which act to block visibility of police and fire personnel.

PM-701.3 It is further the purpose of this chapter to promote the public welfare in other specified neighborhood commercial areas by ensuring the continued visibility of businesses in these areas and to provide that a reasonable degree of control may be exercised over the design, construction, alteration and repair of the front faces of commercial buildings in these designated neighborhoods in order to prevent deterioration and blight. Additionally, this chapter is intended to promote health and safety in these specified neighborhood commercial areas by eliminating dangerous conditions on properties including, but not limited to, solid security shutters which act to block the visibility of police and fire personnel and which attract graffiti and vandalism.

SECTION PM-702.0   DEFINITIONS

PM-702.1   Applicability: In this chapter, the following definitions shall apply:


Front face: The side of any building abutting on a street which has been designated a neighborhood commercial revitalization area.


Rigid: Free of any warping or distortion. Rigid materials shall not include tin.

SECTION PM-703.0   DESIGNATED AREAS

PM-703.1   Area descriptions: The designated areas shall consist of those areas described in Sections PM-703.1.1 and PM-703.1.3.


PM-703.1.1   Center City: The Center City Extended Commercial Area shall consist of the area bounded by Front street, Vine street, the west side of Eighteenth street, and the south side of Pine street.


PM-703.1.2   Historic area: The Main Street Manayunk National Historic District shall consist of the following area: Beginning at a point on the northerly side of Main street, approximately three hundred seventy feet east of Shurs lane, at the eastern boundary of Littlewoods Dyers & Bleachers (4025 Main street); thence extending northwardly approximately one hundred eighty feet along said boundary to a point of the southerly boundary of the Reading Railroad right-of-way, south of Cresson street; thence extending westwardly approximately one thousand eight hundred feet along the southerly boundary of the Reading Railroad right-of-way, to the easterly side of Roxborough avenue; thence extending westwardly approximately eight hundred fifty feet along the southerly side of Cresson street to the easterly side of Levering; thence extending north to the northerly side of Cresson street (sixty feet wide); thence extending westwardly approximately two hundred sixty feet along the northerly side of Cresson street to the easterly boundary of the waiting room and public facilities building of the Manayunk passenger station of the Reading Railroad; thence extending northwardly along the eastern boundary of said facility approximately thirty feet; thence extending westwardly along the northerly boundary of said facility approximately one hundred feet, to a point of the easterly side of Carson street; thence extending southwardly one hundred feet along the easterly side of Carson street, to a point on the southerly side of Cresson street; thence extending westwardly four hundred feet along the southerly side of Cresson street to the westerly side of Green lane; thence continuing westwardly along the southerly boundary of the Reading Railroad right-of-way one hundred fifty feet to a point; thence extending southwardly crossing the Pennsylvania Railroad right-of-way, following the easterly boundary of the Manayunk substation property, one hundred fifty feet to a point on the northerly side of Main street; thence extending westwardly along the northerly side of Main street one thousand one hundred feet to the westerly side of Leverington avenue; thence continuing westwardly along the southern boundary of the Reading Railroad right-of-way approximately five thousand seven hundred feet to a point adjacent to Flat Rock Dam; thence extending southwardly, crossing the canal channel and continuing along the westerly side of the dam structure to the southern bank of the Schuylkill River; thence returning along the easterly side of the dam structure to the westerly tip of Venice Island; thence extending eastwardly along the southern shore of Venice Island nine thousand eight hundred fifty feet to the easterly tip of Venice Island at the lower lock; thence crossing the lower lock channel and continuing eastwardly approximately seven hundred feet along the north bank of the Schuylkill River to the easterly property line of 4026 Main street, thence extending northwardly along said property line approximately one hundred feet to the southerly side of Main street; thence crossing Main street (sixty feet wide), to a point on the northerly side of Main street; at the eastern boundary of Littlewoods Dyers & Bleachers, the first mentioned point and place of beginning.


PM-703.1.3   Specified neighborhood com​mercial areas: Specified neighborhood commercial areas shall consist of any neighborhood commercial area, other than a neighborhood commercial revitalization area designated pursuant to Section 14-2009 of The Philadelphia Code, designated by Council pursuant to Section PM-704.3.2.

SECTION PM-704.0   BUILDING STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO DESIGNATED AREAS

PM-704.1   Front faces: Within designated areas, the front faces of buildings or structures used for commercial purposes shall conform with the following requirements:


PM-704.1.1   Architectural elements: All exposed architectural elements or appurtenances thereto, including facades and business signs, shall be maintained in good structural and decorative repair. All such elements or appurtenances exhibiting substantial conditions of deterioration including rusted finishes, peeling paint, accumulated grime, graffiti, bent, broken or distorted surfaces shall be considered in violation of the provisions of this subsection. For the purpose of this subsection “substantial conditions” shall be considered 20% or more of the surface area; except that within the Center City Extended Commercial Area, any publicly visible graffiti shall be considered “substantial conditions” of deterioration.


PM-704.1.2   Other elements: All other unused and exposed elements, including wires, brackets and conduits, shall be removed.


PM-704.1.3   Glazing: Except as provided in subsection PM-704.1.5, broken window glass shall be replaced.


PM-704.1.4   Security devices: All security devices designed to limit or block access to the front face of the buildings or structures used for commercial purposes shall allow for substantial visibility of the front face at all times. Solid shutters shall not be permitted. However, notwithstanding the above, any security device lawfully in existence prior to January 20, 1982 or, in regard to the Center City Extended Commercial Area, lawfully in existence on January 1, 1993, and not in conformance with the provisions of this subsection, shall not be repaired or altered in any substantial manner unless it be to comply with the design specifications of this subsection.


PM-704.1.4.1   Finish: Within the Center City Extended Commercial Area, such non-conforming security devices shall be painted in a single solid color and maintained graffiti free at all times.


PM-704.1.4.2   Advertising: Advertising shall be prohibited from being placed on shutters.


PM-704.1.5   Window openings: Blocking of window openings located on any story above the ground floor shall be permitted. Blocking of window openings shall conform to all requirements of the building code. The blocking of any such openings shall be performed in a neat and workmanlike manner, and only rigid permanent materials shall be permitted.

PM-704.2   Historic area standards: Standards within the designated historic area shall be as set forth in Sections PM-704.2.1 through PM-704.2.7 in addition to the requirements of Sections PM-704.1 through PM-704.1.4.2.


PM-704.2.1   Permit: No building or portion of the exterior thereof within the historic district shall hereafter be constructed, altered, repaired, demolished, or partially demolished unless a permit has first been obtained from the Department.


PM-704.2.2   Approval: All applications for such permits shall be forwarded by the Department to the Historical Commission for review and approval, before issuance of the permit. No permit shall be issued unless the proposed work has been approved by the Historical Commission staff as preserving the historical character of the district.


PM-704.2.3   Repair: Original architectural features such as cornices and bays shall not be removed. Deteriorated features shall be repaired where possible. Replacement material where necessary shall duplicate the original as closely as possible.


PM-704.2.4   Facings: Refacing of facades, bays, cornices with inappropriate materials such as aluminum siding, or brick veneer shall be prohibited. Existing inappropriate facade facings shall be removed at the termination of the useful life of the facing. Any inappropriate facing material lawfully in existence shall not be repaired or altered in any substantial manner.


PM-704.2.5   Elements: Original window and door openings, sills, lintels, and sashes shall be retained and repaired whenever possible. Replacement elements shall match the original appearance in proportion, form, and materials as closely as possible.


PM-704.2.6   Storefronts: Original existing storefronts contributing to the character of the district shall be retained and repaired. New storefronts shall be compatible with the proportion, form and materials of the original building.


PM-704.2.7   Design: Additions, alterations, and new construction shall be designed so as to be compatible in scale, building materials, and texture, with contributing buildings in the historic district.

PM-704.3   Neighborhood commercial areas: Standards within the specified neighborhood commercial areas shall be as set forth in Sections PM-704.3.1 through PM-704.3.1.3.


PM-704.3.1   Security devices: In the neighbor​hood commercial areas specified in Section PM-704.3.2, the following requirements for security devices shall apply:


PM-704.3.1.1   Permitted design: All security devices designed to limit or block access to the front face of the buildings or structures used for commercial purposes shall be of open link design and shall allow for substantial visibility of the front face at all times.


PM-704.3.1.2   Prohibited design. Solid shutters, solid roll-down security grates or similar devices shall not be permitted.


PM-704.3.1.3   Compliance. Any security device lawfully in existence on the effective date of this section and not in conformance with the provisions of this section shall not be altered or repaired in any substantial manner unless the alterations or repairs comply with the design specifications of this section. Such previously existing security devices which are solid shutters shall be painted in a single solid color, shall be maintained graffiti free at all times, and shall not be used for advertising. For purposes of this subsection, “the effective date of this section” shall mean the effective date of any ordinance adding a specified neighborhood commercial area to this Section.


PM-704.3.2   Specified areas: Neighborhood commercial areas shall consist of the following:


1.
Both sides of Haverford avenue between City avenue and Brookhaven road. (December 28, 1995)


2.
All commercial corridors and neighborhood commercial properties throughout the Ninth Councilmanic District. (July 6, 1996).

SECTION PM-706.0   ZERO GRAFFITI TOL​ERANCE ZONES74
PM-706.1   Designation of Zero Graffiti Tolerance Zones.


The Designation of Zones and the provision for future Zones shall be in accordance with Sections PM-706.1.1 and PM-706.1.2.


The following areas are designated as Zero Graffiti Tolerance Zones:


1.
The area consisting of all properties which front on any portion of Broad street.


2.
The area of the City comprising the Philadelphia Empowerment Zone as designated by the federal government on December 21, 1994, which consists of Census Tracts 105, 111, 140, 141, 144, 147, 148, 156, 157, 162, 163, and 165.


3.
The area consisting of all properties which front on any portion of Germantown avenue, from the 2300 block to the 9500 block.

CHAPTER 8 REFERENCED CODES74.1

This chapter lists the codes that are referenced in various sections of this code. The codes are listed herein by the code reference identification, the title, and the section or sections of this code that reference the other code. The application of the referenced codes shall be as specified in the administrative code listed herein regarding referenced standards.

(References begin on the following page.)

	Code Reference Number
	Title
	Referenced 

in Code 

Section number

	
	

	PAC
	Philadelphia Administrative Code………………………...………………………PM-101.4,

PM-101.5, PM-102.1, PM-102.2, PM-102.3, PM-102.4, PM-102.7, PM-102.7.2

PM-306.3.1, PM-306.5, PM-307.5, PM-308.1, PM-308.3

	
	

	PBC
	Philadelphia Building Code………………………………………………………PM-101.5,

PM-201.3, PM-310.1, PM-603.2, PM-704.1.5

	
	

	PEC
	Philadelphia Electrical Code…………………...…………………………………PM-101.5,

PM-201.3, PM-407.1, PM-407.3.2, PM-506.1

	
	

	PECC
	Philadelphia Energy Conservation Code…………………...…………… ………PM-101.5

	
	

	PEBC
	Philadelphia Existing Building Code…………………...…………………………PM-101.5

	
	

	PFC
	Philadelphia Fire [Prevention] Code……………...………………………………PM-101.5,

PM-601.2, PM-603.2

	
	

	PFGC
	Philadelphia Fuel Gas Code…………………...………………………………..…PM-101.5

	
	

	PMC
	Philadelphia Mechanical Code……………………………………………………PM-101.5,

PM-201.3, PM-403.1, PM-503.1.2

	
	

	PPCC
	Philadelphia Performance Code…………………...………………………………PM-101.5

	
	

	PPC
	Philadelphia Plumbing Code………………………...……………………………PM-101.5,

PM-201.3, PM-202.0, PM-405.3.1, PM-405.3.3, 

PM-504.3.1, PM-504.3.3

	
	

	PRC
	Philadelphia Residential Code…………………...……………………..…………PM-101.5

	
	

	PZC
	Philadelphia Zoning Code………………...……………………………………….PM-101.5

	
	


SUBCODE “R” (THE PHILADELPHIA RESIDENTIAL CODE)74.2
Article R-1.  Adoption of Inter​national Code Council (ICC) “2003 International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings,” with additions, deletions and amendments.
§R-1.1   The 2003 International Residential Code for One- and Two-Family Dwellings, as published by the International Code Council, is hereby adopted as the Residential Code of the City of Philadelphia, with such additions, deletions and amendments as set forth in §R-1.2.

§R-1.2   The 2003 International Residential Code, copies of which are on file with the Department of Licenses and Inspections, is incorporated as if fully set forth herein, subject to the following additions, deletions and amendments, including errata issued by the International Code Council:


§R-1.2.1   [Brackets] indicate matter deleted. Italics indicate matter added.


§R-1.2.2   The numbers of all sections and subsections shall be preceded with the prefix”R” in addition to the prefix established in the adopted document.


§R-1.2.3   Throughout the code, references to “International” codes or “ICC” codes shall be deemed to refer to the “Philadelphia” codes of the same name.


§R-1.2.4   THE 2003 INTERNA​TIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE FOR ONE- AND TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS:

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION

(Delete the Chapter in its entirety and substitute the following)

SECTION R-R101   TITLE, SCOPE AND PURPOSE

R-R101.1   Title. These provisions shall be known as the Philadelphia Residential Code, shall be cited as such and will be referred to herein as “this code.”
R-R101.2   Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, removal and demolition of detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) not more than three stories in height with a separate means of egress and their accessory structures.
Exception: Existing buildings undergoing repair, alteration, additions, and change of occupancy shall be permitted to comply with the Existing Building Code.

R-R101.3   Purpose. The purpose of this code is to provide minimum requirements to safeguard the public safety, health and general welfare, through affordability, structural strength, means of egress, facilities, stability, sanitation, light and ventilation, energy conservation and safety to life and property from fire and other hazards attributed to the built environment.
R-R101.4   Administrative provisions. This chapter contains those provisions that are unique to the administration of this code. All other administrative provisions applicable to this code are as set forth in the Administrative Code.
R-R101.5   Appendices. Sections AE501 through AE503 and AE601 through AE605 of Appendix E (“Manufactured Housing Used as Dwellings”) and Appendix G (“Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs”) are hereby adopted. No other appendices shall apply. 
CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

SECTION R-R202   DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

BUILDING OFFICIAL. The [officer or other designated authority] Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or a duly authorized representative, charged with the administration and enforcement of this code. This term is interchangeable with the term “code official.”

*
*
*

CHAPTER 3

BUILDING PLANNING

*
*
*

SECTION R-R301 DESIGN CRITERIA

*
*
*

TABLE R-R301.2(1)

CLIMATIC AND GEOGRAPHIC DESIGN CRITERIA

	GROUND
SNOW
LOAD
	WIND
SPEED e
(mph)
	SEISMIC
DESIGN
CATEGORY g
	SUBJECT TO DAMAGE FROM
	WINTER
DESIGN
TEMP f
	ICE SHIELD UNDER-LAYMENT REQUIRED i
	
FLOOD
HAZARDS h
	AIR FREEZING INDEX j
	MEAN ANNUAL TEMP k

	
	
	
	Weathering a
	Frost line
depth b
	Termite c
	Decay d
	
	
	
	
	

	25 psf
	90
	C
	Severe
	30 in.
	Moderate to heavy
	Slight to moderate
	14 o F
	NO
	(a) 1979
(b) 8/2/96 
	438
	55.9 o F


*
*
*

CHAPTER 13

GENERAL MECHANICAL SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

*
*
*

SECTION R-M1302   APPROVAL

R-M1302.1   General. All appliances shall be listed and bear the label of an approved agency unless otherwise approved in accordance with Section [R104.11] A-203 of the Philadelphia Administrative Code.

*
*
*

CHAPTER 24

FUEL GAS

*
*
*

SECTION R-G2403   GENERAL DEFINITIONS

*
*
*

CODE OFFICIAL. The [officer or other designated authority] Commissioner of Licenses and Inspections or his or her duly authorized representative charged with the administration and enforcement of this code[, or a duly authorized representative].

*
*
*

SECTION R-G2404   GENERAL

*
*
*

R-G2404.3   Listed and labeled. Appliances regulated by this code shall be listed and labeled unless otherwise approved in accordance with Section [R104.11] A-203 of the Philadelphia Administrative Code. The approval of unlisted appliances in accordance with Section [R104.11] A-203 of the Philadelphia Administrative Code shall be based upon approved engineering evaluation.

*
*
*

Part VII — Plumbing

Chapters 25 through 32

(Delete Chapters in their entirety and insert the following text)

Plumbing systems in buildings and structures regulated by this code shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the Philadelphia Plumbing Code.

*
*
*

TITLE 4.1. ELECTRICAL CODE1
TITLE 4.2. PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE2
� EMBED PBrush  ���





� EMBED PBrush  ���








�	See footnote at beginning of each subcode for a history of that subcode.


�	Added, Bill No. 960591-A (approved March 26, 1997). Bill No. 960591-A added this Subcode “A” and repealed in its entirety previous Title 4, which was based on 1991 Ordinances, p. 188, as amended. All section numbers were amended by Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


�	This Chapter includes certain material inadvertently omitted in the enrolled bill (Bill No. 960591-A). The omissions were subsequently corrected by Bill No. 980795 (approved January 5, 1999).


3.1	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.2	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.3	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.4	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.5	Added, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.6	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.7	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.8	Added, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.9	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.10	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.11	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


3.12	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the Ordinance shall be effective January 1, 2003.


�	Amended, Bill No. 020411 (approved October 15, 2002).


�	Amended, Bill No. 020411 (approved October 15, 2002).


�	Amended, Bill No. 020411 (approved October 15, 2002).


6.1	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


6.2	Added, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


6.3	Enrolled Bill mistakenly numbered this section “A-305.2.6.1.”


6.4	Added, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


6.5 	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


6.6 	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


6.7 	Added, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


6.8 	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


6.9 	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


6.10 	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


�	Added, Bill No. 980646 (approved December 30, 1998).


7.1	Added, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


�	Enrolled bill printed “order” after the word “erect.”


8.1 	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


8.2	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


8.3	Added, Bill No. 020313-A (approved January 27, 2003). Section 2 of Bill No. 020313-A provides: “Effective date. No special certificate of inspection shall be required under the provisions of this Ordinance until August 1, 2003. By February 1, 2003, the Department of Licenses and Inspections shall provide to the recipients listed in subsection A-703.3 any information available to it, based on inspections performed in the preceding nine months, that in future years must be provided by the Department pursuant to Section A-703.3.” Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


8.4	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


8.5	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


8.6	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


8.7	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


8.8	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


�	This Chapter includes certain material inadvertently omitted in the enrolled bill (Bill No. 960591-A). The omissions were subsequently corrected by Bill No. 980795 (approved January 5, 1999). Former Section A-907.0, added by Bill No. 980760 (approved December 30, 1998), was deleted by Bill No. 000348 (approved August 11, 2000). Accelerated plan review is now addressed in subsection A-901.8.


�	Amended, Bill No. 000348 (approved August 11, 2000). Section 4 of Bill No. 000348 provided that the amendments were effective July 1, 2000. Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


�	Former subsection A-902.10 deleted, Bill No. 980760 (approved December 30, 1998). Accelerated plan review is now addressed in subsection A-901.8. Amended and former subsections A-902.2.1.1 through A-902.2.1.4 and A-902.7 through A-902.9 deleted, Bill No. 000348 (approved August 11, 2000). Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


�	These versions of subsections A-902.2 and A-902.2.1 are effective January 1, 2001. See Section 4, Bill No. 000348 (approved August 11, 2000). For the versions of subsections A-902.2 and A-902.2.1 effective until January 1, 2001, see Bill No. 000348.


12.1	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the Ordinance shall be effective January 1, 2003. Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


12.2	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the Ordinance shall be effective January 1, 2003. Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


12.3	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003. Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


12.4	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003. Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


�	Amended and subsection A-903.2.3 deleted, Bill No. 000348 (approved August 11, 2000). Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


13.1 	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


13.2	Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


13.3	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003.


13.4	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003.


�	Amended, Bill No. 990158 (approved June 25, 1999); amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003.


15 	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003.


16	Amended, Bill No. 000712 (approved April 18, 2001); amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003. Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


16.1	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003. Amended, Bill No. 030780 (approved December 31, 2003).


17	Added, Bill No. 030779 (approved December 31, 2003). This subcode “B” repealed and replaced in its entirety previous subcode “B,” added by Bill No. 970038 (approved March 19, 1997). Sections 3 and 4 of Bill No. 030779 provide: “Section 3. The provisions of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code added by Section 2 of this Ordinance, so far as they are the same as existing provisions of The Philadelphia Code, shall be construed as a continuation of such provisions and not as new enactments. Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect as follows: (a) From the time of adoption of this Ordinance until January 1, 2004, an applicant for a permit under one or more of the subcodes of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code shall have the option of proceeding under the provisions of Title 4 as amended by this Ordinance, or under the provisions of Title 4 as they existed immediately prior to adoption of this Ordinance. (b) Effective January 1, 2004, the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply. (c) Notwithstanding any provision of this ordinance to the contrary, at the option of the permit applicant, this Ordinance shall not apply to: (1) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings for which an application for a building permit has been made to the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance; or (2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings on which a contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.”


	Missing prefixes to some section numbers in enrolled bill were added by Code editor.


17.1 	Enrolled bill mistakenly numbered this section “B-1605”.


20	Added, Bill No. 030781 (approved December 31, 2003). This subcode “E” repealed and replaced in its entirety previous subcode “E,” added by Bill No. 960590-A (approved March 26, 1997), which had replaced previous Title 4.1, which was based on 1964 Ordinances, p. 1262, as amended. Sections 3 and 4 of Bill No. 030781 provide: “Section 3. The provisions of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code added by Section 2 of this Ordinance, so far as they are the same as existing provisions of The Philadelphia Code, shall be construed as a continuation of such provisions and not as new enactments. Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect as follows: (a) From the time of adoption of this Ordinance until January 1, 2004, an applicant for a permit under one or more of the subcodes of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code shall have the option of proceeding under the provisions of Title 4 as amended by this Ordinance, or under the provisions of Title 4 as they existed immediately prior to adoption of this Ordinance. (b) Effective January 1, 2004, the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply. (c) Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, at the option of the permit applicant, this Ordinance shall not apply to: (1) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings for which an application for a building permit has been made to the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance; or (2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings on which a contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.”


21.1 	Added, Bill No. 030778 (approved December 31, 2003). Sections 2 and 3 of Bill No. 030778 provide: “Section 2. The provisions of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code added by Section 1 of this Ordinance, so far as they are the same as existing provisions of The Philadelphia Code, shall be construed as a continuation of such provisions and not as new enactments. Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect as follows: (a) From the time of adoption of this Ordinance until January 1, 2004, an applicant for a permit under one or more of the subcodes of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code shall have the option of proceeding under the provisions of Title 4 as amended by this Ordinance, or under the provisions of Title 4 as they existed immediately prior to adoption of this Ordinance. (b) Effective January 1, 2004, the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply. (c) Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, at the option of the permit applicant, this Ordinance shall not apply to: (1) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings for which an application for a building permit has been made to the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance; or (2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings on which a contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.”


	Missing prefixes to some section numbers in enrolled bill were added by Code editor.








21.2 	Added, Bill No. 030777 (approved December 31, 2003). Sections 2 and 3 of Bill No. 030777 provide: “Section 2. The provisions of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code added by Section 1 of this Ordinance, so far as they are the same as existing provisions of The Philadelphia Code, shall be construed as a continuation of such provisions and not as new enactments. Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect as follows: (a) From the time of adoption of this Ordinance until January 1, 2004, an applicant for a permit under one or more of the subcodes of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code shall have the option of proceeding under the provisions of Title 4 as amended by this Ordinance, or under the provisions of Title 4 as they existed immediately prior to adoption of this Ordinance. (b) Effective January 1, 2004, the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply. (c) Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, at the option of the permit applicant, this Ordinance shall not apply to: (1) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings for which an application for a building permit has been made to the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance; or (2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings on which a contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.”





22	Added, Bill No. 030776 (approved December 31, 2003). This subcode “F” repealed and replaced in its entirety previous subcode “F”, added by Bill No. 960588-A (approved March 26, 1997), which had replaced former Title 5. Title 5 was based on 1994 Ordinances, p. 930, as amended, which had repealed and replaced an earlier version of Title 5. Sections 3 and 4 of Bill No. 030776 provide: “Section 3. The provisions of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code added by Section 2 of this Ordinance, so far as they are the same as existing provisions of The Philadelphia Code, shall be construed as a continuation of such provisions and not as new enactments. Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect as follows: (a) From the time of adoption of this Ordinance until January 1, 2004, an applicant for a permit under one or more of the subcodes of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code shall have the option of proceeding under the provisions of Title 4 as amended by this Ordinance, or under the provisions of Title 4 as they existed immediately prior to adoption of this Ordinance. (b) Effective January 1, 2004, the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply. (c) Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, at the option of the permit applicant, this Ordinance shall not apply to: (1) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings for which an application for a building permit has been made to the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance; or (2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings on which a contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.”


22.1 	Enrolled bill read “shall by made”.


22.2   Enrolled bill read “lstated”.


23	Added, Bill No. 030775 (approved December 31, 2003). Sections 2 and 3 of Bill No. 030775 provide: Section 2. The provisions of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code added by Section 1 of this Ordinance, so far as they are the same as existing provisions of The Philadelphia Code, shall be construed as a continuation of such provisions and not as new enactments. Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect as follows: (a) From the time of adoption of this Ordinance until January 1, 2004, an applicant for a permit under one or more of the subcodes of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code shall have the option of proceeding under the provisions of Title 4 as amended by this Ordinance, or under the provisions of Title 4 as they existed immediately prior to adoption of this Ordinance. (b) Effective January 1, 2004, the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply. (c) Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, at the option of the permit applicant, this Ordinance shall not apply to: (1) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings for which an application for a building permit has been made to the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance; or (2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings on which a contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.


30	Added, Bill No. 030772 (approved December 31, 2003). This subcode “M” repealed and replaced in its entirety previous subcode “M”, added by Bill No. 970038 (approved March 19, 1997). Sections 3 and 4 of Bill No. 030772 provide: “Section 3. The provisions of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code added by Section 2 of this Ordinance, so far as they are the same as existing provisions of The Philadelphia Code, shall be construed as a continuation of such provisions and not as new enactments. Section 4. This Ordinance shall take effect as follows: (a) From the time of adoption of this Ordinance until January 1, 2004, an applicant for a permit under one or more of the subcodes of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code shall have the option of proceeding under the provisions of Title 4 as amended by this Ordinance, or under the provisions of Title 4 as they existed immediately prior to adoption of this Ordinance. (b) Effective January 1, 2004, the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply. (c) Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, at the option of the permit applicant, this Ordinance shall not apply to: (1) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings for which an application for a building permit has been made to the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance; or (2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings on which a contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.”


34	Added, Bill No. 960589 (approved March 19, 1997). This Subcode “P” repealed and replaced in its entirety previous Title 8, which was based on Bill No. 891 (approved February 17, 1995), 1995 Ordinances, p. 91, as amended.


35	This Section previously appeared in repealed Title 8 as §8-201.0. Bill No. 960589, which incorporated all of former Title 8 as Subcode “P” of this Title 4, inadvertently failed to renumber §8-201.0. The editor has renumbered it as Section P-202.0.


35.1	Added, Bill No. 030773 (approved December 31, 2003). Section 2 of Bill No. 030773 provides: “(a) This Ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2004. Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, at the option of the permit applicant, this Ordinance shall not apply to: (1) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings for which an application for a building permit has been made to the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance; or (2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings on which a contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.”





36	Added, Bill No. 960587-A (approved March 26, 1997). This Subcode “PM” repealed and replaced in its entirety previous Title 4.2, which was based on 1981 Ordinances, p. 1258, as amended, and Title 7, which was based on 1954 Ordinances, p. 516, as amended. Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). Sections 2 and 3 of Bill No. 030774 provide: “Section 2. The provisions of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code added by Section 1 of this Ordinance, so far as they are the same as existing provisions of The Philadelphia Code, shall be construed as a continuation of such provisions and not as new enactments. Section 3. This Ordinance shall take effect as follows: (a) From the time of adoption of this Ordinance until January 1, 2004, an applicant for a permit under one or more of the subcodes of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code shall have the option of proceeding under the provisions of Title 4 as amended by this Ordinance, or under the provisions of Title 4 as they existed immediately prior to adoption of this Ordinance. (b) Effective January 1, 2004, the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply. (c) Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, at the option of the permit applicant, this Ordinance shall not apply to: (1) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings for which an application for a building permit has been made to the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance; or (2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings on which a contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.”


36.1	Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


36.2 	Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


36.3 	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003.


37	Added, Bill No. 010695-A (approved June 13, 2002); amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003.


37.1	Amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003. Amended and renumbered, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


38	Amended, Bill No. 990158 (approved June 25, 1999); amended, Bill No. 020758 (approved January 31, 2003). Section 3 of Bill No. 020758 provides that the amendment shall be effective January 1, 2003. Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


39	Amended, Bill No. 000712 (approved April 18, 2001); amended, Bill No. 000713 (approved April 18, 2001).


40	Amended, Bill No. 000712 (approved April 18, 2001).


41	Added, Bill No. 000713 (approved April 18, 2001).


42	Amended, Bill No. 020164 (approved May 29, 2002).


43	Amended, Bill No. 000713 (approved April 18, 2001); amended, Bill No. 000602 (approved August 31, 2001).


44	Amended, Bill No. 000602 (approved August 31, 2001).


45	Added, Bill No. 020164 (approved May 29, 2002).


46	Added, Bill No. 990158 (approved June 25, 1999).


46.1	Added, Bill No. 020634 (approved March 3, 2003).


47	Amended, Bill No. 980646 (approved December 30, 1998); amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


47.1	Amended, Bill No. 020732 (approved March 3, 2003).


47.2	Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


48	Added, Bill No. 020310 (approved June 26, 2002).


48.1	Amended, Bill No. 020313-A (approved January 27, 2003); amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


48.2	Amended, Bill No. 020634 (approved March 3, 2003).


49	Amended, Bill No. 000404 (approved October 31, 2000).


49.1	Amended, Bill No. 020634 (approved March 3, 2003).


50	Amended, Bill No. 000404 (approved October 31, 2000).


50.1	Amended, Bill No. 020634 (approved March 3, 2003).


51	Amended, Bill No. 020310 (approved June 26, 2002).


51.1   Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


51.2   Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


52	Amended, Bill No. 000025 (approved May 16, 2000). Section 2 of Bill No. 000025 provided that the amendments were effective July 1, 2000.


52.1   Added, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


52.2   Added, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


53	Amended, Bill No. 000025 (approved May 16, 2000). Section 2 of Bill No. 000025 provided that the amendments were effective July 1, 2000.


53.1   Added, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


53.2   Added, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


54	Amended, Bill No. 980794 (approved December 30, 1998).


55	Amended, Bill No. 010369 (approved October 4, 2001).


56	Added, Bill No. 990605 (approved November 8, 1999).


57	Added, Bill No. 990605 (approved November 8, 1999).


58	Added, Bill No. 990605 (approved November 8, 1999).


59	Added, Bill No. 990605 (approved November 8, 1999).


60	Added, Bill No. 990495 (approved November 8, 1999). Enrolled Bill No. 990495 numbered this subsection 27, renumbered by Code editor.


61	Added, Bill No. 020119 (approved May 1, 2002).


62	Added, Bill No. 020119 (approved May 1, 2002).


63	Added, Bill No. 020119 (approved May 1, 2002).


64	Added, Bill No. 010369 (approved October 4, 2001).


65	Amended, Bill No. 020119 (approved May 1, 2002).


66	Amended, Bill No. 020119 (approved May 1, 2002).


67	Amended, Bill No. 020119 (approved May 1, 2002).


68	Amended, Bill No. 020119 (approved May 1, 2002).


69	Amended, Bill No. 980794 (approved December 30, 1998).


70	Amended, Bill No. 980794 (approved December 30, 1998).


71	Added and former Section PM-705.0 repealed, Bill No. 970358 (approved July 1, 1997).


72	Added, Bill No. 000771-A (approved August 31, 2001).


73	Enrolled Bill No. 000771-A reads 19-205(5). There is no such section of the Philadelphia Code. A definition of “Vacant Lot” is provided in Section 19-2502(5) of the Code.


73.1   Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


73.2   Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


73.3   Added, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


73.4   Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


73.5   Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


73.6   Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


74	Added and former Section PM-705.0 repealed, Bill No. 970358 (approved July 1, 1997).


74.1   Amended, Bill No. 030774 (approved December 31, 2003). See note 36 above.


74.2 	Added, Bill No. 030782 (approved December 31, 2003). Section 2 of Bill No. 030782 provides: “The provisions of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code added by Section 1 of this Ordinance, so far as they are the same as existing provisions of The Philadelphia Code, shall be construed as a continuation of such provisions and not as new enactments.” Section 3 provides: “Section 3.  This Ordinance shall take effect as follows: (a)  From the time of adoption of this Ordinance until January 1, 2004, an applicant for a permit under one or more of the subcodes of Title 4 of The Philadelphia Code shall have the option of proceeding under the provisions of Title 4 as amended by this Ordinance, or under the provisions of Title 4 as they existed immediately prior to adoption of this Ordinance. (b)  Effective January 1, 2004, the provisions of this Ordinance shall apply. (c)  Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance to the contrary, at the option of the permit applicant, this Ordinance shall not apply to: (1)	new buildings or renovations to existing buildings for which an application for a building permit has been made to the City prior to the effective date of this Ordinance; or (2) new buildings or renovations to existing buildings on which a contract for design or construction has been signed prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.





1 	Repealed, Bill No. 960590-A (approved March 26, 1997). This Title 4.1, which had been based on 1964 Ordinances, p. 1262, as amended, was repealed and replaced with Title 4, Subcode “E” by Bill No. 960590-A.


2	Repealed, Bill No. 960587-A (approved March 26, 1997). This Title 4.2, which had been based on 1981 Ordinances, p. 1258, as amended, was repealed and replaced with Title 4, Subcode “PM” by Bill No. 960587-A.
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