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City, Sports Complex Host Teams and Area Transportation Entities Announce Traffic and Parking
Logistics as They Prepare to Host Large Volume of Event Participants On Saturday, January 12, 2002

PHILADELPHIA, PA — At a City Hall press conference today, Managing Director Estelle Richman together

with Eagles President Joe Banner, Comcast-Spectacor President Peter Luukko, SEPTA General Manager Jack

Leary, Acting Police Commissioner Sylvester Johnson and representatives of the Delaware River Port

Authority and the Philadelphia Parking Authority announced plans to help alleviate traffic overflow and parking

as the Sports Complex prepares to host approximately 106,500 fans at four events on Saturday, January 12,

2002. 

The events and approximate start and end times are as follows: 

Event Begin Time Estimated End
Time 

Number of Fans 
Expected 

Flyers vs. Rangers 1:00 p.m. 3:45 p.m. 19,000  (sold out
game) 

Eagles vs. Tampa
Bay Buccaneers 

4:37 p.m. kick off;
tail gate crowds
begin assembling
9:00 a.m. in Acme
Parking Lot only 

7:30 to 8:00 p.m. 66,500 (sold out
game) 

Phantoms 7:00 p.m. 9:30 p.m. 9,000
MotoCross 
(at the Spectrum) 

8:00 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 12,000 

Total fans expected 106,500
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“We are excited to be hosting so many wonderful venues at our South Philadelphia Sports Complex,” said

Philadelphia’s Managing Director, Estelle Richman.  “However with such a large volume of attendees we are

working hard with all our partners to ensure that fans understand full well the logistics we have put in place to

make their arrival and departure to the Complex a pleasant and well organized experience.

“It is particularly important that fans understand the magnitude of the crowds we are expecting on Saturday and

while we have secured some extra parking,” continued Richman. “We want to encourage everyone to consider

other transportation options including the use of SEPTA, PATCO and car pooling if bringing a car to the

stadium is the only mode of transportation available.” 

Saturday’s activities will be kicked off by the Flyers-Rangers game due to begin at 1:00 p.m. at the First Union

Center; parking gates open at 11:00 a.m.  Fans will be directed to park at First Union Center/Spectrum lots with

overflow parking directed to parking lots west of Veterans Stadium such as FDR Park and the Naval Hospital

site.   

“We are encouraging fans attending the Flyers vs. New York Rangers game at First Union Center on Saturday,

January 12 at 1 p.m. to arrive earlier than usual, take alternate routes to the First Union Center or to take

SEPTA's Broad Street Line to the game,” said Peter Luukko, president of Comcast-Spectacor Ventures. “We

will be opening the First Union Center at 11 a.m. to accommodate early arrivals for the game.”

Eagles fans are expected to arrive for tailgating festivities as early as 9:00 a.m. in preparation for the Eagles-

Tampa Bay Buccaneers game.  Kick-off time is scheduled for 4:37 p.m.   Doors for the Philadelphia Phantoms

and MotoCross activities will open at 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. respectively.

Richman announced the following parking and traffic flow patterns for Eagles, Phantoms and MotoCross

attendees: 

• The gates at the Vet, PECO and T-Warehouse lots will remain closed until 12:30 p.m. Total spaces
between these lots equal 5,600. 
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• Only the Acme lot will be open to accept Eagles tailgaters as early as 9:00 a.m. Acme has 2,300 spaces
available.

• Private operators such as the Turf Club and Triple 7 will also be open early to accept football parking
clients.  These lots hold 1,400 combined spots.

• With the Acme and private operators, the City we will be able to offer 3,700 parking spaces to early
tailgaters. 

• The Naval Hospital and FDR parking lots will be available to the Eagles, Phantoms and Moto Cross
attendees after the Flyers fans have departed.  

• The First Union Center/Spectrum parking lot will also be available to football, Moto Cross and
Phantoms attendees as Flyers fans begin to depart.  

• The City has secured use of 5,500 parking spots at the Naval Business Center which will be utilized for
football fans when we have reach maximum capacity at all other lots (this is expected to occur around
2:00 pm).   

• SEPTA shuttle service will be provided to bring fans from the Naval Business Center parking area to the
back gates of the First Union Center lots.  From there, fans will need to walk 1.5 blocks to the Vet and
the Spectrum. 

• No parking will be allowed on 7th and Darien Streets between Packer and Pattison Avenues. 

• The public was reminded that tailgating is illegal on city streets – consequences include ticketing and
towing and all were urged to observe and abide by permanent and temporary “No Parking” signs. 

Acting Commissioner Sylvester Johnson reiterated that local police will be on hand to enforce the law. “We

are instituting a zero tolerance policy for anyone who violates any city ordinance or state law. We will ticket

and tow vehicles violating parking regulations and arrest anyone who tailgates on city streets or is drunken

and disorderly,” said Johnson.  “We want everyone to come and enjoy themselves in a safe environment

while at the same time respecting the local residents and ensuring that they can enjoy their neighborhood

and quality of life without disruption.” 

“We are making all this information available to area residents on the City’s web site at www.phila.gov

beginning at 2:00 p.m. this afternoon,” concluded Richman. 
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The Eagles and Comcast-Spectacor have also listed information on their respective web sites:

www.PhiladelphiaEagles.com and www.comcast-spectacor.com.  Individuals seeking further information

for Parking Authority activities for the day should call (215) 683-9675. Train schedules and bridge

information for the Delaware River Port Authority can be accessed through their web site at www.drpa.org

and SEPTA transportation information is available through their web site at www.septa.org. 

# # #

Center City Parking Lots: 
Below is a list of Center City parking lots for subway commuters. 

Location Number of Spaces
Liberty Place Garage 650
1500 Arch Street (Underground) 750
15th & Race Streets     Lot 110
Broad & Race Streets Garage 300
Broad & Cherry Streets Lot 100
Broad & Callowhill Streets Lot 200
16th & Vine Streets Lot 300
18th & Vine Streets Lot 200
Bellevue Garage 200
Avenue of the Arts Garage (15th& Spruce) 250
Kem Lot
(NW Cor Broad & Spring Garden)

233

Inq Lot (423-27 N. Broad Street) 160
10th & South 428
Centre Square (16th & Ranstead) 400
Ex Lot (Broad & Pine) 150
1616 Sansom Street 271
15th & Sansom 450

Midtown (1415 Sansom St) 400
219 S. Broad Street 450
1616 Chancellor Street 400

http://www.philadelphiaeagles.com/
http://www.drpa.org/
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