
 
NEWS       NEWS 

 

 
MAYOR'S  OFFICE  OF  COMMUNICATIONS 

  Room 216 - City Hall  John F. Street, Mayor 
 Philadelphia, PA  19107  Barbara A. Grant  
 Phone: 215. 686.6210 or 6211 Director of Communications   
 Fax: 215.686.2170          
  Internet: www.phila.gov  
 
Contact: Luz Cárdenas, (215) 686-6212 
 
For Immediate Release: January 14, 2004 
 
 

Mayor John F. Street Announces Appointment of Pedro A. Ramos to City Solicitor Post  
 

PHILADELPHIA, PA — Mayor John F. Street today announced the appointment of Pedro A. Ramos as 
Philadelphia’s new city solicitor.  Ramos will replace Judge Nelson Diaz who will step down on January 31 to 
take a seat on the board of directors of Exelon, Peco Energy’s parent company. Present at the announcement in 
the Mayor’s City Hall Reception Room were members of the Mayor’s cabinet, Ramos’ family and staff from 
the Law Department.    
 
Delighted to have found another exceptional and accomplished leader to fill the city solicitor’s post, the Mayor 
praised his new appointee, “Pedro is without a doubt a consummate professional whose legal, business and 
civic acumen will serve the great citizens of Philadelphia immensely.  His leadership as President of the School 
Board was pivotal in helping to improve and forever transform education for Philadelphia’s children. I am 
looking forward to working closely with him as we continue working on our agenda.” 
 
Governor Edward G. Rendell was pleased to learn of appointment, "Pedro Ramos is a brilliant lawyer who has 
spent his entire life making Philadelphia a better place.  He did a great job in his capacity as President of the 
Philadelphia Board of Education and I know he will be remarkable as City Solicitor.”  
 
As City Solicitor, Ramos will be a member of the Mayor's cabinet and will be responsible for the overall 
management of the city’s legal activities, including supervision of all attorneys, outside counsel and the city’s 
tax collection program.  Ramos also will represent the Mayor, the Administration, City Council and more than 
30 City departments, commissions and agencies in civil matters.  He will supervise a staff of 350 including 178 
lawyers and 100 tax collection employees, and will participate in many of the policy decisions of the 
Administration.  
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“I am honored Mayor Street has called on me to serve as City Solicitor,” said Ramos. “I look forward to 
working closely with the Mayor, President Verna, members of City Council, and all city departments and 
agencies to serve the interests of the city.  It is truly an honor of the highest order to be called to service as the 
lawyer for my city.” 
 
Ramos most recently served as Vice President and Chief of Staff to University of Pennsylvania President, Dr. 
Judith Rodin, where he played a major role as a policy advisor, a senior level manager for several university 
offices, and chair of a group of senior administrators responsible for a host of the University’s neighborhood 
initiatives including: Clean and Safe Streets, Housing and Homeownership and Economic and Commercial 
Development.  
 
"I am very proud of Pedro and pleased for the City," said Judith Rodin, President of the University of 
Pennsylvania.  "I am not surprised that he has once again been called to public service or that he's answered the 
call positively.  His legal, business, and civic experience will serve the City of Philadelphia wonderfully." 
 
Ramos has a long and extensive history of public service. Prior to his post at the University of Pennsylvania, he 
served as president of the Board of Education for the School District of Philadelphia, a position he was 
appointed to by Mayor Edward G. Rendell in 1995 and reappointed to by Mayor Street in 2000. Ramos was the 
first Latino and youngest-ever School Board president having been appointed at the age of 30.  Ramos was a 
partner with Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP where he practiced since his graduation from law school 
in 1992 and where he specialized in employee benefits law. 
 
Ramos received a B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania in 1987 and a J.D. (cum laude) from the University 
of Michigan Law School in 1992.  He is a lifelong Philadelphia resident and is married with two daughters.  
 
The Mayor also commended outgoing solicitor Diaz for his commitment to public service, “Nelson has been a 
valued member of my administration and his leadership has helped us further our goals of transforming 
Philadelphia into a 21st Century city. I am especially pleased with his work in transforming our law department 
into a more strategically managed operation that now boasts programs to retain young lawyers in the city and 
minority talent. We have been blessed to have had Nelson’s wisdom, leadership and legal expertise. I wish him 
the best as he embarks on an exciting, new endeavor and will continue to count on him as a close friend and 
advisor.”  
 
“It has been a privilege and joy to serve Mayor Street and the people of Philadelphia,” said Judge Nelson A. 
Diaz. “Not only is it an honor to have served as chief counsel but it is an even greater honor to be succeeded by 
someone with such a distinguished record of public service. I have known Pedro since he was a youngster in 
grammar school and am confident he will enjoy a successful tenure as City Solicitor.  Pedro is welcome to call 
on me for free advice and assistance anytime.”  
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The City of Philadelphia Law Department is responsible for providing legal advice to all officers, departments, 
boards, and commissions within the City concerning any matter arising in connection with the exercise of their 
official powers.  Included within this responsibility is the collection of all fines, taxes and other debts owing the 
City, the representation of the City and its officers in litigation, the preparation of ordinances for introduction 
in City Council, and the negotiation and preparation of City contracts. 


