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MEDIA ADVISORY 
 

New Orleans Officials Visit Philadelphia to Learn About NTI  
 

WHO: Alberta Pate, Executive Assistant for Neighborhood Development, City of New 
Orleans, Mayor’s Office 
 
Ellen Lee, Deputy Executive Assistant for Neighborhood Development, City of 
New Orleans, Mayor’s Office 

 
 
WHAT: Ms. Pate and Ms. Lee will spend two days—today and tomorrow-- touring NTI 

project sites and meeting with Patricia L. Smith, Director, Neighborhood 
Transformation, and City Officials involved in the renewal of Philadelphia 
Neighborhoods.  

 
 Ms. Pate and Ms. Lee will be available for to discuss what they have seen in 

Philadelphia and why they believe New Orleans can benefit from lessons 
learned in Philadelphia. 

 
WHEN:    Wednesday, July 28 at 1 p.m. 
 
WHERE:  The Reinvestment Fund, 718 Arch Street, 3rd Floor  
 
WHY:   Numerous officials from cities around the world have visited Philadelphia in the 

last three years to learn more about Mayor Street’s Neighborhood 
Transformation Initiative and successful renewal efforts.  Representatives from 
cities in Kentucky, Australia, the Bahamas, and numerous cities throughout the 
United States have come to Philadelphia, met with the mayor and NTI leaders 
to learn more about the initiative. 

 
# # # 

 
The Neighborhood Transformation Initiative  (NTI) is Mayor John F. Street's commitment to neighborhoods and 
represents an unprecedented investment of resources to help make Philadelphia a world-class city, where all 
neighborhoods are great places to live, work shop, learn and play.  More than $295 million in bond funds, $50 
million in general operating dollars and $60 million per year for five years have been committed to hundreds of 
projects and programs aimed at revitalizing Philadelphia neighborhoods.  Over the last four years, NTI 
accomplishments include: creating 5,000 new market-rate units of housing and 5,000 units of affordable 
housing, with another 4,000 planned or underway; cleaning 31,000 vacant lots; removal of more than 200,000 
abandoned cars from city streets; erasing graffiti from more than 200,000 buildings, cutting down 15,000 dead 
street trees and demolishing more than 4,000 dangerous properties. 
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