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Billie Jean King and The City of Philadelphia Team Up to  
Host 2nd Annual Philadelphia Freedoms Ball Kid Tryouts 

 
Philadelphia, PA (June 5, 2012) – Billie Jean King, Philadelphia Freedoms, and The City of 
Philadelphia teamed up to host the second annual ball kid tryouts for the 2012 Freedoms season. The 
tryouts took place today at the FDR Park tennis courts, 1500 Pattison Avenue (near Citizens Bank 
Park). Deputy Mayor for Environmental and Community Resources, Michael DiBerardinis, represented 
the City at today’s tryouts. Building off of the momentum from last year’s tryouts, more than 45 kids and 
teens came out to test their tennis talent for a coveted spot as a Freedoms ball kid. 
 
The Philadelphia Freedoms and the City of Philadelphia Department of Parks and Recreation invited local 
tennis-loving kids and teens, ages 10 to 16, to participate in the tryouts. Participants were judged based on 
speed, agility, reaction time, throwing, and basic tennis knowledge. Selected ball kids will have the 
unique opportunity to be a part of the action during home matches during this summer’s Philadelphia 
Freedoms events at the Pavilion at Villanova University. 
 
The Freedoms kick off their 2012 home season on July 10, and continue throughout July with a roster of 
world-class tennis pros, including James Blake (July 10), Bob and Mike Bryan (July 16), John McEnroe 
and Martina Hingis (July 20), and  Mark Philippoussis (July 25), plus a special appearance by tennis 
legend Chris Evert (July 19). The Philadelphia Freedoms are presented by Beneficial Bank and hosted by 
Cancer Treatment Centers of America. 
 
Freedoms ball kids will “be a part of the team,” seeing tennis pros up close from court side and assisting 
during the matches. As a bonus, each ball kid will receive one complimentary Philadelphia Freedoms’ 
ticket for every match that he or she assists.  
 
“Joining Billie Jean King and the Philadelphia Freedoms as a ball kid is an exciting opportunity for any 
young person in the Philadelphia area,” said Michael Di Berardinis, Deputy Mayor for Environmental and 
Community Resources. “We are ushering in a new generation of tennis lovers in Philadelphia, the home 
of one of the original teams in World TeamTennis.”        
 
Famed tennis great and owner of the Freedoms, Billie Jean King, served as one of the judges for the 
tryouts, with support from Freedoms Head Coach Josh Cohen. The World TeamTennis Pro League was 
co-founded by Billie Jean King in 1974. 
 
“Through the Philadelphia Freedoms partnership with the City of Philadelphia, we are able to offer a 
fulfilling tennis experience to Philadelphia’s children,” said King.  “Tennis in the public parks was an 
important part of my childhood and I am confident the programs offered through the City of  
Philadelphia’s playgrounds and rec centers will provide these children access and an opportunity to try 
tennis and get active." 
 



 

Visit www.philadelphiafreedoms.com for the Freedoms' full 2012 schedule. Individual match tickets, 
season tickets, and group ticket packages are available at www.philadelphiafreedoms.com or by calling 
(877) 4-FLY-TIX. All seats are reserved.  
 
About Philadelphia Freedoms: 
The Philadelphia Freedoms will play 14 matches during their 2012 regular season schedule in the WTT 
Pro League presented by GEICO, including seven home matches this July at The Pavilion at Villanova 
University.  The Freedoms are owned by Billie Jean King and led by Head Coach Josh Cohen.  2012 team 
members include former No. 8 Mark Philippoussis and fan-favorite James Blake, plus the top overall 
pick in the WTT Roster Draft, doubles team of twin sisters Karolina and Kristyna Pliskova as well as 
Luka Gregorc of Slovenia, doubles standout Jordan Kerr from Australia and wildcard player Ryan 
Harrison.  
 
Freedoms events feature world-class tennis in an innovative, fast-paced World TeamTennis coed team 
format.  Each evening includes exciting Block Parties featuring USTA Quick Start Tennis, live music, 
inflatables, mascots, kids’ games, prizes, food and much more.  
 
The 2012 Philadelphia Freedoms are presented by Beneficial Bank and hosted by Cancer Treatment 
Centers of America. Generous support is also provided by official sponsors 23K, Bulova, CBS3/CW 
Philly, Color Reflections, DoubleTree by Hilton Philadelphia – Valley Forge, Drexel Sport Management, 
Excel/Apex Physical Therapy, Fast Signs of Delaware, Fidelity Investments, Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse 
& Wine Bar, Fromuth, Grimm & Grove Communications, Hamlin Family Foundation, Macy’s, McShane 
Sports Medicine, Philadelphia Magazine, Play Gr8.com, Secrets Limousine Service, Sweet Street 
Desserts, Tableleaf Wine, Tennis Farm and USTA Middle States. The official caterer of the Philadelphia 
Freedoms is Brûlée Catering. 
  
Visit www.philadelphiafreedoms.com and www.facebook.com/PhiladelphiaFreedoms for more 
information. 
 
About Beneficial Bank 
Founded in 1853, Beneficial Bank is the oldest and largest bank headquartered in Philadelphia.  It is a 
community-based, full-service financial services company that has served individuals and businesses in 
the Delaware Valley for 159 years. With over 60 offices in the greater Philadelphia and South Jersey 
regions and approximately $5 billion in assets, Beneficial offers a full array of financial products that 
includes commercial, consumer and real estate lending, insurance and wealth management. Visit 
www.thebeneficial.com for more information. 
  
About WTT Pro League presented by GEICO:  
The World TeamTennis (WTT) Pro League presented by GEICO showcases the best in professional team 
tennis with the innovative coed team format co-founded by Billie Jean King in the 1970s.  The WTT Pro 
League has featured virtually every major champion of the Open era over the League's past 35 seasons. 
  
Official WTT Pro League national and regional sponsors for the 2012 season include Cancer Treatment 
Centers of America, DecoTurf,  GEICO, Kraft, Sims Recycling Solutions, UBS, and Wilson Racquet 
Sports.  The United States Tennis Association (USTA) is a minority owner and promotional partner of 
World TeamTennis.  WTT and the USTA are teaming up on a number of initiatives, including 
development of the youth market through junior team tennis programs. 
  
For more information on the WTT Pro League, visit www.WTT.com. 

 
# # # 


