FY2004 Executive Summary

The Police Advisory Commission received 172 complaints during fiscal year 2004 (FY04). This
represents a 4.4% decrease in the number of complaints (180) received during fiscal year 2003.
of the complaints filed, the Commission accepted 99 complaints (56 for direct investigation, and
43 audited cases®) At the close of the fiscal year, there were 32 pending complaint investigations;
ten complaints were discarded due to the lack of completing the filing procedures by
complainants. Sixty-three complaints were rejected, due to a lack of jurisdiction or additional
factors.

Month FY96 FY96 FY97 FYS8 FYS9 FY00 FYO01 FY02 FY03 FY04 TOTALS

July 8 13 11 g fi 21 18 19 22 15 142
August g9 24 15 11 13 11 24 11 16 17 151
september 15 9 B 9 9 13 16 15 17 15 126
Qctober a8 17 13 14 17 12 16 14 127
Movember 12 13 10 4 9 11 & 19 16 13 113
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December 8 7 3 7 19 13 10 10 g 9 94
January 16 8 3 5 16 14 25 12 12 16 127
February 11 5] & 11 1 11 17 19 12 16 120
March 10 &) fi 12 20 17 13 5] 16 g 118
April 7 10 5 13 9 11 12 13 15 g 104
May 12 4 7 g 8 11 18 15 14 15 113
June 15 4 13 8 13 25 8 12 16 24 138

TOTALS 131 121 94 107 147 172 184 166 180 172 1473

During FY04, the Commission initiated and/or completed 5 panel hearings on the allegations of
complainants, and issued 4 opinions on civilian complaints investigated and completed after a
hearing containing findings of fact and recommendations. Commission members and staff
participated in numerous events and forums related to police oversight, primarily meetings and
trainings with schools and neighborhood groups.

! Audited complaints are complaints that are investigated by IAD. Final reports are reviewed by the Commission for
completeness, accuracy and fairness. Appropriate recommendations are made when necessary
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Abuse of Authority — Complaints in which the allegation is that a police officer(s) by his/her
action or omission exceeded his/her authority as granted under law, policy or regulation. 107
(63%0) of all complaints filed during fiscal year 2004 contained allegations of Abuse of
Authority, which is unchanged from previous years. Abuse of Authority complaints include, but
are no limited to improper searches or seizure of property, unlawful detentions or confinements
(arrests), and discriminatory or selective law enforcement, including allegations of racial
profiling.

Physical Abuse — After declining to less than 20 over FY02 and FY03, complaints with a
primary allegation of excessive or unnecessary force by police nearly doubled in FY04, to a total
of 34.

Verbal Abuse — The Commission accepts a limited number of complaints alleging verbal abuse
by Philadelphia Police. Only complaints alleging verbal abuse based on a complainants’ racial,
ethnic or sexual orientation, sex, physical or mental status are accepted. Four complaints
alleging verbal abuse of this nature were received during FY04, a number similar to complaints
received in previous years.



FY2004 Complaints by Race/Sex
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Race & Sex: As in previous years, African-Americans (male and female) filed more than half of
all complaints received by the Commission during FY04. The number of white males filing
complaints with the Commission increased 61% from 18 complaints in FY03, to 29 complaints
in FY04. The number of Latinos filing complaints with the Commission increased 17.6% from
17 to 20.



FY2004 Complainants by Age Group
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AGE: The number of complaints involving young people under 18 increased from 1 in FY03,
to 5 in FY04. A number of incidents with police in and around schools triggered complaints
during FY04.

FY2004 Commission Complaints by Police District
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Complaints by Police District — Complaints received by the Commission from the 6" and 15"

police districts increased significantly from previous years. Below are three-year complaint

trends from five districts.

DISTRICT FY02 FY03 FY04
15" 9 13 15
6" 4 2 15
250 18 16 14
24" 6 8 12
35th 9 14 10




