RECOMMENDATION 2013-1

TO: Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey
Mayor Michael Nutter
Managing Director Richard Negrin, Esq.
Director of Public Safety Michael Resniéls(g.

RE: Recommendation 2013-1 Pictures, Recording artticA
Recordings of Police Officers while Performing ©iil Functions in
Public Spaces

Dear Commissioner Ramsey:

Recent news accounts indicate that Philadelphiagofficers are not adhering to Philadelphia
Police Department Memorandum 11-01, the directlated to the confiscation of recording
devices. Additionally, the Internal Affairs dataleashows at least eight citizen complaints since
2011 where people were allegedly retaliated ag&mstideotaping police. Six of those incidents
occurred AFTER the directive was issued in Septer@abgl. One of the more serious cases
involving the videotaping of police from 2012 reeal in partially sustained charges against two
officers, who received training and counseling.

The established policy of the PPD is that:

“Generally, officers who have been photographédkataped or audibly recorded in a
public space have no authority to confiscate tkkending devices” and, “as such, police
personnel shall not interfere with any member efghblic or individuals temporarily detained
from photographing, videotaping, or audibly recagdpolice personnel while conducting
official business or while acting in an officialpzcity in any public space.” (Emphasis in the
original)

The Police Advisory Commission recommends thapaliice personnel be reminded, in writing,
of the existing recommendation and that departnhewtaon be instituted against any member of
the PPD not adhering to the recommendation.

Sincerely,

Charles F. Volz Jr.,
Secretary
Police Advisory Commission



