
POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION  

MINUTES 

Monday, December 19, 2011 

25
th
 Police District 

McVeigh Recreation Center  

400 E Ontario St, Philadelphia, PA 19134

 

 

Present: Burley, Branson, Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, Crumlish, Goldfein, Haynes 

Kung, Volz  

 

Staff: Johnson, Anderson, Michael 

 

Counsel: Chentis 

 

Absent (Excused): Bronson, Castillo-Perez, Garcia, Islam, James 

 

Absent (Unexcused): Meade, 

 

 

Vice-Chair Kung called the meeting to order at 6:07 PM 

 

REGULAR SESSION  

1. Report of Counsel – Nizah Morris Case Update – Counsel Chentis noted that copies of the 

documents requested by the PAC panel reviewing the case were delivered to the 

Commission today (12/21). Chentis noted that DA representative Todd Moser replied that 

he had already answered the question regarding the production of all relevant documents to 

the Commission. Commissioner Goldfein directed that the question be reduced to an Email, 

as it appears there is some confusion regarding what the Commission is looking for.  The 

Commission was in accord with Commissioner Goldfein.  Commissioner Volz noted that a 

panel will be needed to review the documents and write an updated opinion. 

  

2. Review of Minutes of November 2011 – The minutes unanimously approved by voice vote.  

 

3. Chair’s Report – The report was waived. Vice-Chair Kung described the Commission’s 

missions and objectives, and asked for assistance with identifying community groups, non-

profit organizations and leaders, and also planning future meetings in the district from a 

legislative assistant to State Rep. Curtis Thomas (181
st
), and a representative from City 

Councilwoman Maria Quionnes-Sanchez. Dr. Kung also summarized a recent meeting he 

attended with the Philadelphia Black Clergy. There was also discussion of bringing the 

Commission to meeting already established by police, elected official and community 

groups. 

 

4. Sunshine Act certifications - Deputy Director Anderson certified that the Commission 

December meeting agenda, and meeting minutes from November 2011 were published on 

the Commission website, on Dec 19
th
 and Dec 2

nd
, respectively. 

 

 



Secretary’s Report – Discussed nominations for new executive officers. Three of the five 

sitting officers (Chair and two Vice-Chairs) are not seeking renomination. Commissioner 

Haynes moved that nominations for officers be moved to the January 2012. Vice-Chair Kung 

suggested a friendly amendment that would allow nominations by email. There was extensive 

discussion of term expirations, and whether or not sitting commissioners are compelled or 

voluntarily serve until new appointments are made. Parliamentarian Crumlish noted that, during 

a recent meeting, Deputy Mayor Beimiller and Chief of Staff Gillison noted that the Mayor did 

not designate which commissioners would serve two or four year terms, allowing that distinction 

to be made by the members. Any commissioners who don’t wish to continue to serve beyond the 

two year term should notify the Secretary, who will contact the Mayors office. The Amended 

motion was carried by unanimous voice vote.  

 

5. Report of Executive Director –   The Commission has received 2 complaint filings thus far 

in December, bringing our total number to 95 so far this year, still behind last years filings. 

(Active total 95, includes 194 active investigations and 46 audits, and 8 cases pending 

closure. The Police Department has 536 Citizen Complaints as of December, 2011). The 

Abrams case remains open, and the panel will schedule a date to hear testimony from the 

target officer. The January Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday Jan. 17
th
 in the 

18
th
 District at the Sayre-Morris Recreation Center, 59

th
 & Spruce Streets. The Executive 

Director met with Ms. Iris Delgado and other family members and residents regarding a 

recent shooting involving her son which is being re-investigated. The Commission is 

seeking to contract with a Spanish-speaking investigator to help gather statements on an as-

needed basis in this case. Meetings to plan a hearing on immigration issues and the PPD are 

continuing after the New Year.  The Executive Director also met with the family of 

Adolphus Pinkney, who filed a complaint regarding his fatal shooting by police and 

treatment of the family after the incident. There is a surveillance videotape which 

purportedly shows the incident, and we have requested a copy. Commissioner Haynes asked 

about meeting notifications, and the responses from invitees. Exec Director Johnson noted 

that the notices are faxed, mailed and emailed beginning a month before the meeting.  

 

Commissioner Goldfein asked about the decision to subpoena the video from the Pinkney 

incident. Exec Dir noted that the police department requires that a subpoena be issued for 

the Commission to receive a copy of the video. It was agreed that the matter will be 

discussed at the next IRC meeting on January 11
th
. 

   

Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees: 

  

A. Operating Procedures Committee (Volz) – (waived) 

B. Public Relations Committee (Goldfein) – Additional Revised 

brochures are being printed at Central Duplication and will be ready for the January 

meeting. Deputy Director Anderson will provide the committee with website 

options and seek a web designer to pinpoint potential costs of the project. The 

Committee is also preparing a press release for the Bey Opinion.     

C. Investigatory Review Committee – waived 

D. Personnel Committee – Committee Chair Kung asked for input from 

committee chairs by Thursday January 5
th
 for the upcoming performance review of 



the Executive Director & staff. Dr. Kung also suggested that the publishing date for 

the Annual Report should be April 1
st
 each year, with a draft report ready by the end 

of January. 

E. Bey Panel – Commissioner Branson discussed the feedback on the 

Bey Opinion from a resident who contacted the Commission. Commissioner Volz 

asked if there has been a response from the Commissioner yet. Exec Direc Johnson 

noted that we have not received a response to date and will contact the 

Commissioner’s office.  

 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 

Capt. Vanore and Lt. Fredericks attended from the 25
th
 Police District and discussed their 

experiences with monthly meetings and citizen response through the districts local Police Advisory 

Committees.  

 

Tim Cwiek of the Philadelphia Gay News discussed the Nizah Morris case, noting that it has been 

nine years since Morris’ death. He asked if the Commission would consider a “fine-tuned” subpoena 

for a transcript of the 911 Tapes he believes are missing from the Morris case records.  

 

Adjournment – The public session was adjourned at 8:25pm


